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PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1951
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
During 1951, Myron Avery continued to try to manage the Maine Appalachian Trail Club from
afar, but Director Lawson Reeves did not let up on his push to focus the Club’s leadership more
in Maine. Avery did attend the MATC Annual Meeting at Bates College on 6 May, but demands
related to the Korean War regularly disrupted his schedule. Then, he was hospitalized for most of
June and, by 1 July, had given up any idea of work on the Trail in Maine during 1951. On July 4
he wrote, “I am afraid that my visit to the Maine woods this year will be of a vicarious nature. I
was hospitalized on June 8 and am leaving in a day or two. The recuperation process will be
slow, and I doubt very much if I shall be able to do other than spend a little time at Lubec.” He
did not set foot on the A.T. in Maine in 1951 except for very minor inspection in the Jo Mary
Lakes area while staying at Haynes’ Buck Horn Camps for rest. Even that attempted rest was
interrupted when he developed a virus chest infection and had to return to Washington.
Lawson Reeves and Louis Chorzempa did a great deal of work in western Maine. Sidney Tappan
and his son worked on White Cap Mtn. Jean Stephenson, her nephew, Seymour Smith and Sadye
Giller cleared and marked the Trail at northern end. Clair Sawtelle focused on the Carry Ponds
and the Bates Outing Club worked their assignment, including a winter expedition to convey
materials to Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to to replace the roof. The University of Maine Outing Club
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began work on a section that it continues to maintain and both the Franklin County and
Piscataquis County Fish & Game associations were assigned sections.
The lean-to roofs used in Maine had, to date, varied from hand-hewn softwood shakes installed
by the Civilian Conservation Corps (very leaky) to a few board and roofing paper versions on
shelters close to roads. In 1951, Baxter State Park Supervisor and MATC Director Helon Taylor
discovered corrugated aluminum sheet roofing (from Sears & Roebuck) that have remained the
standard to this day.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 1, 1951.
MAINE GUIDEBOOKS
(Number on Hand)
186 – in cupboard under stairs
2 Glass bookcase
22 On shelves in basement
5 Special box in basement—waiting for Katahdin reprint
58 Cupboard upstairs
273
Does not include Guides on consignment, Maine Publicity Bureau, Katahdin Stream, etc.
{Copy File 135}
January 6, 1951. Roger D. Freeman to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I received the tube with the tracings and list of corrections this morning. I have made these
corrections and have mailed everything back to you by first-class mail. Referring to your letter, I
will be leaving for college on or about Feb. 1 and therefore will not be able to help you with Map
No. 2, although I would much enjoy doing so had I the time. I will probably be in touch with you
once before I leave.
January 10, 1951 (Dict. 1/9). J. P. Bennan, Sales Department, Veeder-Root Incorporated,
Hartford 2, Connecticut, to Wilton Woolen Mill, Wilton, Maine, Attn: Lawson Reeves.
Gentlemen:
Thank you for the courtesies extended Mr. R. G. Perfect when he last called on you.
We understand from Mr. Perfect that you are interested in a land measuring device for measuring
the distance of trails.
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We, therefore, suggest that you contact the Maintenance Co., Inc., 453 West 42nd St., New York
18, N. Y.
We believe this concern is in a position to furnish you with one of these measuring devices
directly from their stock.
If we can assist you further in any way, do not hesitate to contact us.
January 10, 1951. Myron Avery to Roger Freeman.
Just a note to tell you that the tracing arrived in good order.
We appreciate your making the alterations.
We trust that your availability will coincide with the Conference’s need for maps.
January 11, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
I have a copy of Lawson’s letter and also copies of your reply concerning the formal application
of the Franklin County Fish and Game Association for a section of the Appalachian Trail to
maintain. Their desire for a section within Franklin County constitutes somewhat of a problem
since this area has all been assigned. However, I believe, they should be assigned at least a short
section within Franklin County, in view of the publicity which would be derived by their
participation in maintaining the Appalachian Trail. I am hopeful that other Fish and Game
Associations might follow suit particularly in Eastern Maine where there is greater need for trail
workers and also many attractions to interest the fishermen. Perhaps their interest in trail work
might result in eliminating abuses of Lean-tos, such as formerly have occurred at Rainbow Lake
and East Carry Pond.
I have given careful study to your suggestions concerning the allocation of two short sections of
Trail to the Franklin County Fish and Game Association and have discussed the situation with
Mr. Reeves. I have also talked with Mr. Arthur Hatch (Chairman of the Fish and Game Trail
Committee) in general about trail work to find out what they had in mind. They have expressed a
preference for section #18 since there are natural attractions here to interest them such as
Caribou Pond, Orbeton Stream, and Redington Pond. Mr. Hatch was of the opinion that the
section from Little Bigelow to the East Peak would hold little interest for the fishermen as there
was no objective there, from the fishermen’s viewpoint. It is possible that an initial trip with
packs into that section might discourage them because of its strenuousness. Some other section
might be substituted, possibly outside of Franklin County.
I can appreciate your disinclination to have Mr. Reeves relinquish section #18 entirely since the
new group is yet unproven. Since the Fish and Game Association prefer not too great a distance
to start with for the first year, I would like to suggest that Mr. Reeves and myself could maintain
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the Trail from Bigelow Village to the summit of Sugarloaf and that the Franklin County Fish and
Game Association could take the remaining 8 1/3 miles to Orbeton Stream, if this meets with
your approval. We had intended to bring this entire section to class A standards in 1951, and
should the Fish and Game Association fail to meet their obligation, Mr. Reeves and I could
supplement their work to accomplish this. The Orbeton Stream side of this section (#18), though
somewhat inaccessible early in the spring, due to poor roads, involves little steep climbing
(except for the stretch over Spaulding Mtn.). The working out of the final details and the
assigning of the sections can be left for the spring meeting at Lewiston.
Now to get back to Floyd Flagg’s section (Long Falls Dam Road to the firetower on East Peak).
When I last talked with Sheriden Scribner (If I have understood the situation correctly.) he had
intended to go over the new section of trail (4.87 m.) to improve it and eliminate winter damage
early next Spring for the remainder of the $100.00.
Mr. Flagg has stated that he intended to put in a week’s work with his scout troop on his section
next summer (he could concentrate on the section between Little Bigelow and the East Peak). So
this section should be well taken care of in 1951. I also intend to repaint the new section of trail
around the flowage.
Copy to Lawson Reeves
January 15, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I am enclosing a letter from the Veeder-Root Company, manufacturers of loom pick counters.
When Mr. Perfect called at the mill last, I asked him why the Veeder-Root Co. had discontinued
manufacturing the measuring meter that the Appalachian Trail uses in connection with the
measuring wheel. He informed me that another company, that supplies them, does still make the
device completely mounted on the wheel with the handle to guide it by. He said that when he got
back to the factory he would send me their address.
Inasmuch, as from one of your letters to Louis Chorzempa, and from the article in the Trailway
News, you said you did not know of any supplier I thought you would want to look in to this
further. I should expect that the price would be very high because of the limited demand.
I am pleased to report that all of the signs for Western Maine that I pledge to make, are now
completed. I will give those to Clair Sawtelle that belong to him and the rest I will give to Louis
Chorzempa.
Regarding the storm damage to the Trail in Maine; we do not expect any damage above normal.
The storm did not strike with too much force in-land as compared to along the sea coast and
further south in New England.
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The Franklin County Fish and Game Association has appointed a Trail Committee Composed of
five members. Louis and I will try to meet with them before spring. They also named the
following to represent the association on the M.A.T.C. and the Conference: C. Courtney Pike,
110 High Street, Farmington (President of the Assn.), L. Bradford Crafts, North Jay, Maine (Sec.
of the Assn.), and Arthur Hatch, R.F.D., Wilton, Maine (Chairman of Trail Committee). I
understand from Louis that either he has, or is about to write to you on these matters.
We have definitely decided not to sponsor a booth at the Rumford Sportsmens Show this year.
Lewiston is having a big show this year for the first time.
Was Miss Stephenson able to make any contact with the D.A.R. Chapter from Mass, that
donated the plaque for Mt. Bigelow?
C.C. Louis Chorzempa
January 19, 1951. Marion Park Treasurer, to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing
House, Strasburg, Virginla.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I am enclosing check of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the amount of $200.00, being the
third payment of that amount on the printing of the Katahdin Reprint. According to our records,
that leaves a balance of $574.60 still due.
January 20, 1951. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I have received, today, your letter of January 17. I appreciate your writing me at length as to the
situation.
When I read of the interest of the Association in Caribou Pond, Orbeton Stream and Redington
Pond, I wondered whether the major activity would be trail clearing or fishing. It further
occurred to me that the landowners might feel that the trail maintenance was only an excuse for
trying to get superior privileges while they know that you, Lawson, et al., are in there for trail
work. When the matter is definitely worked out someone should write the Superintendent of the
Paper Company so that he has a statement, other than what they might say, to go on.
Since the present plan is to pass on to the Association not as much as would be involved in the
entire section between Orbeton Stream and Bigelow Village, I think that there would be no
particular objection to allocating to them the portion between Orbeton Stream and Sugiarloaf.
For the reasons which I have written, I see possible sources of difficulty and irritation with
landowners if this assignment should stir up the road access problem and fishing is the real
interest.
If they are prepared to accept more than 8 or 9 miles, 1 feel that they should be given something
on Mt. Bigelow in order to give us a better chance of work in that connection.
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As to that, I may say that I did not understand that Scribner had intended to do more work with
the idea of using up the entire $100. I thought that this was a finished job. As you know, it is
going to take a lot of work on the small growth on each side of Stafford Brook. I do feel most
definitely that the assignment should not extend in this section over a longer area than between
Sugarloaf and Orbeton Stream and that among ourselves we will regard it as temporary only. The
final outcome would depend upon what they are able to accomplish and whether any other
problems arise.
We shall have many things to care for at Lewiston and to advance matters I think might just as
well write and confirm the assignment between Sugarloaf and Bigelow Village. I will be glad to
do this for the Conference as soon as I have final advices from you people.
Once again I want to say that we will not consider this as anything more than a tentative
experiment.
I do not want to have all of this activity result in a lessened condition of trail maintenance in this
area.
I am afraid that as long as there are itinerant fishermen we will always have abuses at lean-tos
located on lakes.
The word which I have from Mr. Griscom indicates that he feels there will be no difficulty in
crossing Orbeton Stream and that the lumber company officers will carry out their commitments.
It is a case of wait and see. I think we will have to proceed most carefully to make sure that the
lumber people do not get the impression that the trail assignment is a pretext for facilitating
getting the fishermen in. If the country is opened up next year and there are no particular
restrictions, that point of difficulty should not materialize.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Mr. Lawson Reeves
January 20, 1951. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have received your letter of January 15. We appreciate your having in mind our need for the
specialized meter for the measuring wheel and making the inquiry of Veeder, Root & Company.
It was a good try.
We have had several sources of close contact with Veeder, Root and have exercised the utmost
persuasion to induce them to make the type of meter on the present wheel. It has been
ineffective. There is simply not enough demand for this specialized meter. Veeder, Root does
carry a meter for bicycle use, which has an accumulative mileage. I am afraid that we are not
going to find any store of them unless some super mechanic makes one for us.
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Miss Stephenson has been extremely busy with trying to catch up with accumulated activities.
She has not mentioned writing the D.A.R. Chapter except to say that she has a tremendous
volume of letters to write and it is probably included in that volume.
I think it probably would be worthwhile to send some literature to the five members of the
Franklin County Fish and Game Association since you have given us their names. We are having
a very open winter down here.
It seems as if the November storm did the most damage in Massachusetts and Connecticut.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Louis Chorzempa
P.S. Since the Secretary and President of the Association have received previous letters from me,
the person to whom I should send literature would be Arthur Hatch, Chairman of the Trail
Committee. Miss Stephenson has been in touch with him.
January 24, 1951. William H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
You may remember that sometime last March I wrote to you asking that I might resign as a
director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Following your desire, I have stayed on for
another year. Now I find that I am to have leave of absence for half of next year, and war
conditions permitting, I shall probably be absent for the state, which gives me all the more reason
to believe that the time has come for me to sever my connections with the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club.
Roy Fairfield, as I said before and as you know, is doing an excellent job, and I think it is only
fair to him that he should be the only director from the college. I am, therefore, tendering this as
a formal resignation which I trust will be accepted and a more active substitute found. I think you
will understand, Myron, that this means no lack of interest in the Appalachian Trail. Indeed, it is
that very interest which prompts me to the desire to be replaced by someone younger and more
active than myself and with more time at his disposal to devote to Trail matters.
With best regards and the wish from both Betty and me that you will come to see us and make
our home your headquarters whenever you are in this vicinity.
January 26, 1951. Myron Avery to Arthur Hatch, R. F. D., Wilton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hatch:
Recently I had some correspondence with the Secretary of the Franklin County Fish and Game
Association with respect to the Association's assuming for maintenance a portion of The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. I sent to Mr. Crafts some of our Trail literature. The letter and the
literature may have come to your attention.
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I have just been advised that you are acting as Chairman of the Association's Trail Committee.
While the literature which we had previously sent would undoubtedly come to your attention, I
thought it desirable to forward additional copies for your use and those who may serve with you
on the Committee. This literature has gone forward under separate cover.
Miss Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Conference [sic], has
told me of her correspondence with you.
There is some mighty fine country in western Maine and when one travels slowly working over a
trail he sees many things that are only casually glanced at when one is traveling for other
purposes. So I think you will find the area allocated to the Association of considerable interest.
We look forward to the Association of the Franklin County Fish and Game Association with The
Appalachian Trail Conference.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Mr. Lawson Reeves
Literature sent under separate cover
January 29, 1951. Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
1 should have acknowledged long ago receipt of your note, together with the literature on the AT
which you sent me. Am the poorest correspondent in Kennebec County. Some of the literature I
have left in good hands—Dr. Haskell in Augusta, who had already asked for it; also Dr.
Robertson and Dr. Paquette in Waterville. We might get another member or two for the
Conference here.
Had intended to get over to my section of the trail to see what damage was done by the storm and
report to you--in fact did start in from the eastern end, but the day was not conducive to hiking in
that area. The tote road to East Carry Pond was a mess of mud--part of it has been worked over
with a bulldozer, going in to a new operation in that area. We went in about two miles and gave
up. That mud is as slippery as wet ice. Doubt if there is as much damage in there as in other
sections, as it is mostly mature hard wood growth.
Lawson Reeves sent me the signs to be erected for my section, and will see that they are put up
early in the season.
Do you know of anybody who has a picture of a head works on a boat used in the old long-log
drives? A client of mine in Waterville is anxious to get a copy. He has pictures of the open
capstan used to warp a boom of logs down the lake, but not of the covered as he put it "head
works.” I have never seen such a device myself, and thought you would perhaps be familiar with
it and where he might get such a picture. Maybe there is something of this kind among Dr.
Rogers’ collection. This party is a descendant of the Coburns, old-time lumber operators in the
Dead River area. He showed me several musket balls from a find that he personally made at
Long Falls years ago--a whole keg of them that somebody in the Arnold expedition either lost or
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dumped to lighten his load. The museum at the State house has the rest of them. If you know of
anybody who might be of help in locating a head works picture, I shall appreciate your letting me
know. Hope you and the family are well.
P.S. The enclosed envelope is for your convenience for a quick note of reply. It may be that this
party has something that would be of value in pictures for the AT collection, from an historical
point of view.
January 30, 1951. Myron Avery to Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer, Bates College.
Dear Will:
I have your letter of January 2l, 1951.
I have had very much in mind your extreme courtesy in acceding to my request that you remain
as a member of the Directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club for a further period. I had
thought that the appropriate time to deal with the matter would be at the scheduled meeting in
April. I refer to what I had intended so you would not be under the impression that the matter
was one which we had overlooked.
I can appreciate your feeling and your desire to rid yourself of extra curriculum activities. With
the quickened pace down here and the increasing seriousness of every aspect, I have very much
the same feeling. I am trying to put matters in order but it is impossible to cut oneself off from
every past activity and responsibility.
I know that your interest and support will not be any less.
With Stanley Attwood's recurring physical disability and your resignation, our letterhead is
somewhat riddled.
1 hope that it will be satisfactory to you to have me defer formal announcement until the next
communication to the M.A.T.C.
I was sorry that I missed you when I was in Lewiston last fall. I shall count on seeing you in the
spring.
With best regards to Mrs. Sawyer and yourself.
February 3, 1951. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
I have your letter of January 29 and I am pleased to hear from you.
I look forward to seeing you in the spring and trust that Dr. Haskell and your other acquaintances
will come to the Lewiston meeting.
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You have in mind, of course, that the purpose of literature is to develop interest. If in your travels
you come into contact with potential sources of interest, let us know and we will send literature.
Better still, it might be well to have extra copies of these publications in your hands to meet the
opportunity. You might let us know what, if anything, you have and we can make up a literature
packet.
I take it that the bull-dozed road, to which you refer, is the old road into East Carry Pond. I am
wondering where the operation is. The Northern cut between East and West Carry Ponds on
several occasions during the past decade and messed things up badly. I hope that the operation is
not going into the same area.
I have suggested to you that if you get into East Carry you might try to salvage the trail
equipment left there. Probably it has gone the way of all flesh.
I am sending you a copy of The Telos Cut reprint. You have noticed, no doubt, from the various
articles the story of the Hallowell photographs, which constitute a complete collection of log
lumbering.
As to the "head works", I have seen many pictures of the raft with the capstan that was used to
haul the booms down the lake. There is one in the Hallowell collection but the raft is very small.
I just do not understand what your friend is referring to by the "covered device". All that I have
seen have been in the open.
I know that there is nothing of this sort in Dr. Rogers' collection. Most of his contact was with
the rivers and I would suppose that this would be of apparatus that would be used on the West
Branch Lakes. I am wondering if your friend has accurate information. To permit the use of this
capstan one has to have walking space. This means a raft rather than a boat.
I am afraid that I do not quite understand what your friend is seeking for it does not click with
my knowledge of the situation. Perhaps you can clarify matters and we can obtain something in
this connection. If you think it worthwhile, I would be glad to risk sending the entire Hallowell
photographs.
Enclosure: Telos Cut
February 6, 1951. Myron Avery to Eleanor Jacobs, 4811 Overbrook Road, Washington, 16,
D.C.
Dear Mrs. Jacobs:
Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine, one of our key figures in the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, wishes to obtain the Maine A. T. slides for a talk on some Thursday in
April before the Waterville Exchange Club.
Would you write him as to their availability and also the availability of the Katahdin lecture.
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Mr. Sawtelle not only knows the region but is aware of the fact that lecture cards accompany the
collection. I think it would be well to send him the small box which contains the slides on
technique for he might want to work in one or two aspects in that connection.
cc: Mr. Clair Sawtelle
February 6, 1951. Myron Avery to Robert G. Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Greenville,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
While it is certainly early in the season and perhaps premature if the situation becomes more
critical, I have thought that I would write you now by way of introduction to the Narragansett
Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club.
The Narragansett Chapter is one of the several Chapters of the Appalachian Mountain Club
which has its headquarters at Boston. This Club is separate from the Appalachian Trail
Conference, but several of the Chapters of the Club maintain portions of The Appalachian Trail.
To assist in maintaining the Trail in Maine, the Chapter is working out plans to assume
responsibility for the section between Monson and Blanchard. If the matter were one of ordinary
times, it would probably work out this way. The Chapter would furnish funds to the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club for the purpose of hiring local labor for some of the clearing. Then, from
time to time, the Chapter would schedule work trips for the purpose of visiting Maine, perhaps
put in a day or two on the Trail and see the other attractions of the Moosehead area.
This work is under the supervision of Mr. Henry C. Childs, 335 Pleasant Street, Rumford, Rhode
Island. Mr. Childs is tentatively planning a trip to Maine for August ll-14, when he will go over
the area and become familiar with the section.
I cannot tell what my status may be at that time and I have thought that it would be a task well
done to put Mr. Childs in touch with you. When he comes to Maine he will write to you. If
matters develop as the Chapter wishes, the Club would like to improve the Little Wilson
Campground and has in mind eventually having a lean-to erected there. This would mean contact
with the local landowner. I do not know who this is but if you have the opportunity to make
inquiry in Monson at some time, we would very much appreciate it.
There is also an approved campsite on the west end of this section on the Old Stage Road. This
would involve the operation which was performed at Moxie Pond last summer, that is clearing a
space for pitching a tent, building a rough fireplace and latrine. The site is at a spring in an old
camp-ground.
I would also be glad to confirm my understanding that the Forest Service has completely
abandoned any interest on Boarstone. The tower was wrecked when I was there two years ago.
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I am looking forward to the receipt of the renewal of my card as Deputy Firewarden. You
mustn't forget how useful that proved to be last summer when we went out from Long Pond to
locate the fire with the Warden from Katahdin Stream.
cc: Mr. Henry C, Childs, Appalachian Mountain Club, 335 Pleasant Street, Rumford 16, Rhode
Island
February 7, 1951. Myron Avery to Mr. Henry C. Childs, 335 Pleasant Street, Rumford 16,
Rhode Island
Dear Hank:
I am replying to your letter dated November 5.
I am one of these unfortunate mortals who tries to keep his tasks current and, when Miss
Stephenson handed me a communication with this date, I had thought that perhaps it was one of
the several hundred accumulated letters since her retirement in November and her illusory
pursuit of the leisurely life of the person in retirement. She has said, however, that the letter
arrived only recently.
I have read with greatest interest your letter and your accompanying memo to the Executive
Committee. We appreciate what you have done to move the matter along. The increased
restrictions, which are descending upon us, may make it more difficult to carry out the project to
the full extent of your conception. However, we will have made progress in principle.
While it is a long way away and perhaps none of us will be journeying to Maine in 1951, I have
concluded that it would be desirable to try to deal with the inquiry of your letter at this time.
In the first instance, I have written a letter of introduction to the Forest Service Supervisor at
Greenville, Maine. Mr. Hutton is extremely interested in the Trail project and is a very congenial
person. He is a Supervisor, that is he has supervision over the local wardens. It is good policy to
let him know when you are going to be in the area.
Covering the several points.
1. I am asking Miss Stephenson to see that there is sent to you a revised copy of the Trail data for
these sections. There are some material changes.
2. The Boarstone Mountain Trail. The situation is a little involved. The blue-blazed Forest
Service trail, which originally continued to the summit from the end of Moore's Road, which was
described in the Guidebook, is abandoned by reason of the fact that the Forest Service no longer
uses the tower. It was a low structure and the view from the peaks makes this an excellent short
one day's trip. Mr. Moore, the proprietor, is a professor of something at Southern California. He
has a very elaborate estate beside the Ponds on the mountain top. There is a gate where the road
leaves the highway. Bob and I, in 1949, followed the so-called alternative trail which Moore's
lessee put in from the railroad crossing. It is totally inadequately marked and a brute to travel. I
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would not make any effort to follow it. The preferable procedure, if you wish to go to Boarstone,
would be to write to the owner, Mr. Robert Moore, in advance of your trip, and request his
permission to walk up his road and the old blue trail. Things which would lead Mr. Moore to
think that this was not a routine hiker's request would tend to a more favorable response. Mr.
Moore strongly disapproves of the form of "Boarstone" which I used in the Guidebook so that
my name would not be an open sesame. From what I have written you will appreciate that there
is nothing that can be done in the way of marking the side trail to Boarstone. This is one of the
few Maine mountain trails which is closed off to the public and the situation creates no little
irritation locally. I do not believe that Mr. Moore has any thought of having the mountain other
than closed to travel.
3. You will find the side trails accessible from Little Wilson Campground quite interesting as
well as near at hand. The Little Wilson Campground is at the end of the road. It receives quite a
bit of use. Temporarily, a fireplace and a blazed trail to a latrine would be a local improvement. I
doubt if for a year or two you would be in a position to consider building a lean-to at the
Campground. That would be a matter of making contact with the local owner and with Mr.
Hutton.
4. Paint. The Trail was very intensively painted in 1948 and should be good until 1952 or longer.
There is considerable local use of this section, particularly since it can be reached by car on
either end.
5. Campsite. One important job will be the campsite on the old stage road. You can locate this
from the Guidebook. It is a matter of clearing tent space, putting in a rough fireplace in a proper
locality and blue-blazing a trail to a rough latrine site. We have only two or three more of these
campsites to finish in Maine and we would like to give priority to this project.
6. Accommodations. There are tourist houses in Monson. The best accommodations are on Sebec
Lake at Early's Camp. Your party, if they use these accommodations, would be very much
satisfied. It does mean about ten miles of driving from the Camps but would add tremendously to
the pleasure of the trip.
7. Trail conditions. I realize that you will have very little time on your first trip and it is a matter
of going through to become acquainted with the situation. That would take one day from Little
Wilson Campground to the Watson House on the west end. The bulk of the Trail work is within
two miles of Little Wilson Campground. Here, there were lumber operations with the usual
sprouts. The growth is quite dense around the first two ponds. However, after Moose Pond is
reached the Trail is very open and requires little work. The lumber camp at Dishpan Brook is
tight and open. If you are not overly fastidious, it would afford an emergency overnight stop.
From the crossing of Little Wilson there is quite a bit of grass in the old stage road. We cannot
hope to do anything with that except to mow briers and alders in one or two localities.
8. Monson to Blanchard. The only work on this section is within one-half mile of the railroad on
the west end where the old tote-road has become bushed.
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9. Maps. We are revising our map of this area and I will try to send you a print of the new
tracing. In addition, the Geological Survey has worked over it. It will be the new Greenville
Quadrangle. I have a large scale blue lined print but none of the features are designated and the
map is of very little help. I think you will find the entire area of interest.
If your party goes to Moosehead, it can climb Big Squaw. If you can find people who wanted to
take a more intensive excursion put them on the trail from Moxie Bald and let them explore the
north part of the mountain where the trail crosses. You, of course, have this well in mind from
last summer’s trip.
We have for our Forest Service Campsites a board sign. We would plan to get this to you.
We are sending you under separate cover a copy of the master sign list for Maine so that you will
know what signs are intended for the two sections. They were checked during the past two years
and new signs made so that they should all be in place.
I do not know what you have in the way of clippers or weeders. Our Maine Appalachian Trail
Club cache is at Lewiston. When the trip materializes we could deal with getting some
equipment into your hands.
I do think that you would have a very delightful outing in this vicinity and that the side trails
from Little Wilson, the slate quarries at Monson and the surrounding terrain, including
Boarstone, would be the basis of a very delightful vacation.
Somewhere, in keeping with our regular practice, I should have a detailed report on the condition
of these two sections of trail, showing exactly the difficult points, what has been done, etc. I will
try to turn these up and send you copies.
P. S. We are having some trouble in locating the 1949 trail reports but if they turn up copies will
be sent to you.
11 February 1951. Eleanor Jacobs to Bryce McEwen, Box 52 Hamlin Hall, University of
Maine, Orono, Maine.
Dear Mr. McEwen:
Prof. Roy Fairfield of Bates College has told me of your interest in obtaining the reels on Trail
Technique. At the present time this movie is circulating in Georgia for a series of showings there.
These showings are scheduled throughout February and possibly March also. As soon as I get
them back I will send the movie to you. At the present time, however, the date is a little
uncertain. It should be in time, though, for you to show them before the spring work trips on the
trail start. I will let you know when I send the movie to you.
Copy: Prof. Fairfield
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11 February 1951. Eleanor Jacobs to Prof. Roy Fairfield 23 Russell House Bates College
Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Prof. Fairfield:
I am writing to ask you to send the Maine A. T. slide collection to Mr. Clair Sawtelle, 121 High
Street, Oakland, Maine, to reach him by 1 April 1951. He will keep them a couple of weeks after
receiving them. If you want them back again after that, let me know. Otherwise he would send
them back to me. You of course remember that we would like the slides sent by Railway
Express, valued at $500, and marked Fragile.
11 February 1951. Eleanor Jacobs to Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawtelle:
I have been advised by Appalachian Trail Conference Chairman Myron H. Avery that you are
interested in showing in April both the Maine Appalachian Trail Kodachrome slide collection
and also the slide collection of the Katahdin area. I will send you the Katahdin collection to reach
you by the first of April, and I am writing Prof. Roy Fairfield (23 Russell House, Bates College,
Lewiston, Maine) to send you the Maine A. T, collection at the same time. I will also send a
small collection on Trail Technique.
After you receive these collections you may keep them for a couple of weeks and then send them
to me at the address given below. They should be sent by Railway Express, marked Fragile, and
valued at $500 each box. If you should want to keep the slides longer than that, let me know how
long you would need them and a longer period could probably be arranged.
When showing those slides it is desirable that a projector with forced draft cooling be used in
order that the slides may have maximum lengths of usefulness.
Copy: Mr. Myron H. Avery
February 16, 1951. Receipt from the Pineland Lumber Co., Lewiston, Maine, to Bates
College Outing Club.
300 feet 8-foot 1x8 pine sheathing
2 #1galvanized roofing nails
4 # 8 common nails
3# 50 common nails
1 roll 432 asphalt felt
3 rolls 90# gray green roofing

$27.00
.40
.60
.45
3.90
10.80
$43.15 {Chargeable to A.T. Conference}

February 17, 1951. Lawson Reeves to [Roy Fairfield?]
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I will be in Lewiston Sat. afternoon March 3, in case there was anything you would want to see
me about. There doesn’t seem to be anything in particular that I wish to talk over but thought you
might have something.
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE, INC.
WASHINGTON 6, D. C.
24 February 1951
MEMORANDUM NO. 13
MEMORANDUM TO THE OFFICERS, BOARD OF MANAGERS AND "CLASS D"
MEMBERS OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE:
In view of the increasing seriousness of world affairs it seems to me desirable to transmit, at this
time, some word as to the action which has been taken during 1949 and 1950 to perpetuate the
functioning of The Appalachian Trail Conference.
Since the Fontana meeting, as emphasized in my reports, our activities have been concentrated
on two major aspects: (a) elimination of the interrupted sections of The Appalachian Trail; and
(b) renewal of the series of A.T.C. publications. The first project, unless unforeseen difficulties
intervene, should be completed by midsummer when Ranger B. A. Eger of the Pedlar Division of
the George Washington National Forest will have constructed the last missing Trail link, some
eight miles between The Priest and Three Ridges in Virginia. The matter of bringing up to date
all the Trail Conference publications and Guidebooks has occasioned an unanticipated amount of
labor. The project is near completion, however. Only the TRAIL MANUAL remains to be
reprinted; the manuscript has been revised. The New England Guide manuscript has been set in
type under arrangements with the Shenandoah Publishing House that payment will be effected
from sales.
We anticipate that less and less time will be available for Conference activities through the
contributed and volunteer efforts of the Washington staff. Many of the offices here are on a sixday week basis. (My own professional connection is now so functioning.) The steps, which have
been deliberately and thoughtfully taken to assure the Conference's perpetuation, should see the
Trail activity through several years of crises, even if Trail maintenance in many areas lapses.
We are initiating one very important project. While we have a large inventory of publications,
there are obligations to the publishers of the Guidebooks. For this reason the Conference carries
ample insurance and will utilize any additional types of insurance hereafter made available. In
the event of loss our problem would be to prove the extent of our inventory. This would be
difficult in the ordinary course. To afford a dispersal of essential records we have prepared an
inventory of all Conference materials and possessions. This will be the basic record. Secretary
Marion Park, Appalachian Trailway News Editor Jean Stephenson and Dr. J. Frank Schairer
performed most of the labor in preparing the inventory. Assistant Secretary Thekla Stephan has
acted as recorder in this connection. Assistant Secretary Sadye Giller transmits to the Treasurer
very detailed reports of sales of Conference materials at intervals of approximately two weeks.
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These reports list the number of publications sold, etc. Over a period of time, by subtracting the
total sales as reflected in these reports, the current inventory can be readily determined. It is
important that these records should be maintained outside of Washington. Accordingly, the
Washington staff has adopted the following procedure. Commencing with the first report after
the preparation of the inventory, Miss Giller will transmit to designated individuals additional
copies of her reports. These individuals will carefully preserve and maintain these records with
an appreciation that the Conference may have to utilize them to establish any loss. In this
connection, there are being drafted as custodians of the reports: Board Member Max H. Sauter of
Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Vice Chairman James W. Denton of Vinton, Virginia, and former
G.A.T.C. President James A. Cragon of Atlanta, Georgia. These individuals are requested to take
steps to prepare folders in order to maintain the inventory and the periodical reports which will
be sent forward by Miss Giller.
A.T.C. receipts are expected to be in excess of current expenditures and balances will be devoted
to liquidating the Guidebook bills. The Treasurer has been requested to pay bills in the order
rendered without any regard to the maintenance of a large bank balance. The Conference wishes
to preserve its reputation for prompt payment of its obligations.
There is a further aspect of Conference functioning as to which comment should be made at this
time. Under the amendment to the Constitution, there should be an A.T.C. Conference held in
1951. If the situation becomes more critical, it is essential to have elected new officers who can
be expected to see matters through. With the requirements on our available facilities and
resources, it is completely out of the question to attempt to schedule an elaborate conference on
the order of the Fontana session. No organization has volunteered to assume this labor. The
Washington staff does not have surplus time to undertake such an activity on its own initiative.
Our thought is that such a meeting can be held to best advantage in the later part of 1951 with the
knowledge of current developments in the international situation. Our thought is that the session
would be primarily a business meeting, devoted to the election of officers and the transaction of
essential business. While such a session would lack the pleasure found in past conferences, it
could be held in some city and the essential matters handled with dispatch. I may say in this
connection that no one has volunteered any recommendation in connection with the required
meeting and this comment represents only my own thinking.
In view of the critical aspects of the situation, we shall welcome suggestions as to what direction
our functioning or activities should take.
We shall send to the "Class D" Members, when it is received from the printer, a Supplement to
the Lean-to Publication. This Supplement renders current the lean-tos, and the list therein set
forth coincides with that of the several Guidebooks.
I do wish the opportunity to commend to all of those who use The Appalachian Trail the very
faithful and efficient functioning of the secretarial staff here at Washington. Without it, little
would be accomplished.
Enclosures:
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A.T.C. Inventory
A.T.C. Publication No. 17
{Copy Lubec
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February 25, 1951. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield. {Colored movie on Maine Sec. of Trail.}
Dear Roy:
We have thought that it would be desirable to send out at this time a brief notice of the 1951
Maine Appalachian Trail Club Meeting in order to avoid possible conflict of arrangements.
We discussed the date in the fall. You people were good enough to leave it as a matter of our
selection so that the trip to Maine could be fitted in with other commitments. On the basis of
what seemed to be the probable developments I think we reserved the date of April 29. It will not
be satisfactory to have us now come and ask whether May 6 is feasible. If it is, it will greatly
simplify my own arrangements. The first week in May is a particularly difficult one for me by
reason of the necessity for having to be in several places during that week.
We still need to ascertain from you the place where the meeting will be held. Our thought is to
send out preliminarily only a very brief notice. We would have a supply sent to the directors and
officers for the purpose of mailing them to people with whom they have been in contact and who
are not on our mailing list.
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Miss Stephenson is demonstrating the fact that she is really retired by deserting us and going to
North Carolina for three weeks. Her Maine correspondents can expect no responses during that
period. She will be in Maine for the meeting, however, and I have it on good authority that the
session will be honored and much benefited through the presence of Treasurer Marion Park and
ATC Assistant Secretary Thekla Stephan, who is seeing New England for the first time.
Please feel free to suggest any changes in the attached form of notice. The same applies to those
who receive copies. Do let us hear from you within a week.
While we discussed the meeting, you will have in mind that the meeting of the officers in the
morning will be (for the purpose of dispatching business) restricted to the officers. I suggested
that the afternoon meeting should be at some place where there would be sufficient space for
people who might arrive late. You suggested that one of the large classrooms or lecture rooms
would work out better in this connection than use of the Womens’ Union as last year. Since we
plan to have our discussion of trail practices in the late afternoon, the room should be one where
the reel can be used.
We will put this letter in the mail and send copies to you people for further distribution as soon
as we can clarify these details.
Enclosure - Form of notice for M.A.T.C. Meeting
Copies to: Lawson Reeves, Louis Chorzempa, Clair Sawtelle, Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without being signed in order to avoid any delay.)
February 26, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
The slides arrived today, thanks. I have written to Clair Sawtelle asking him for instructions in
shipping them to him.
How did you make out getting the boards into the shelter? The weather was nice over the
weekend anyway.
February 27, 1951. Myron Avery, Memo to Miss Park and Miss Stephan.
Unless some other method can be developed, we will have to defer running the hectograph of the
preliminary notice of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club meeting until Miss Stephenson returns
to “duty” or is apprehended and brought back as a deserter. In the interval, you two will be
charged with the task of having addressed envelopes to all people on the M.A.T.C. list and other
important individuals. You will also send half a dozen envelopes and letter-heads to Roy P.
Fairfield, Lawson Reeves, Louis Chorzempa and Clair Sawtelle, respectively.
At some time, all of the M.A.T.C. officers will receive Memorandum No. 12, with only the
Publication No. 17 enclosures.
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March 2, 1951. To: Members of the New England Trail Conference
The annual meeting of the New England Trail Conference will be held in connection with the
Recreation Conference at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst on March 17th, 1951. The
program starts at 10 A.M. and will be held in the Skinner Hall Auditorium.
We wish to have reports from all trail organizations. If your club is unable to send a delegate
please mail a report of your 1950 trail and shelter activities to the Conference Secretary, Miss
Marion E. Smith, Fernald Hall, Amherst, Mass. These reports and the discussions are a valuable
and highly popular part of the entire day’s program. The meeting of the N.E. Trail Conference
takes place from 10 A.M. to noon.
The Recreation Conference’s program will start at 2 p.m. with illustrated talks by R. L. Coffin,
Amherst--High Peaks of the White Mountains”; W. L. Putnam, Springfield -- “Trail and
Camping Equipment” and Tom Kane, New York City--A 2,000 Mile Trip to Alaska".
Following a group supper (cafeteria style) in Draper Hall at 6 p.m., the Conference will present
the Metawampe Club in a short skit at 6:45. At 7 p.m. David Everett Baker will give an
illustrated talk, “Trips to Katahdin and Mt. Rainier”.
All sessions in Skinner Hall.
March 2, 1951. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Received your letter of Feb. 25 in the middle of a particularly mad week, but things have finally
cleared away so I can see where I’m going. It will be all right on this end to change the meeting
from April 29 to May 6. All meetings will be in Chase Hall to simplify matters. We shall have all
the equipment, electrical outlets, etc. at our disposal for the meetings. Don’t you think it would
be a good idea to feature Stan Atwood’s pictures again? At any rate, I’m going to call him about
them, try to show them in the bottom of Chase, then feature a library exhibit during the following
week, during which time we shall run articles in the local paper. Possibly we can get some
townspeople to come up to see them, too. When you send out the official notices to the various
organizations and individuals, you might also note that they can eat their suppers or dinners at
the Commons (which is in the same building) if they will let me know in advance so I can tell the
Dining Rooms people. Couldn’t you have a blank at the end of the paper which they could tear
off and send me so I’ll know what to plan on? You say nothing about the morning meeting of
officers. When do you want me to open up the Hall? Simply let me know about these details so I
can handle them on this end. Furthermore, who will handle the publicity on the meeting? It
would not be inconvenient if you desire to handle it through our News Bureau. If I remember
correctly, last year, we got some excellent publicity through the radio stations, both here and in
Portland, on the meeting.
My conscience has been taking an awful beating the past week about something that happened.
You may or may not know it, but Lewiston had a Sportsman’s show in the Armory, sponsored
by the Androscoggin Cty. Fish and Game Club. I tried to get information about the Show some
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4-6 weeks before, calling everybody and his grandmother about it, including the Lewiston-Aub.
Chamber of Commerce. No luck at the time. With the pressure of exams and Winter Carnival on
my neck, I forgot the whole affair until I learned about it the Sunday before it was to come off.
Even at that late date, we almost went through with the idea of having a booth, showing the trail
equipment, slides, etc., but decided to let discretion be the better part of valor. The OC president,
Westphal, and I went over to see what the set-up was, so we might be prepared another year (for
they are talking about making it an annual affair). We took down dimensions of the booth, have
listed all the materials we need, have had two or three meetings on it, preparing for next year. In
talking it over with the college administration it seemed best that we drop it for this year. We
have a reputation for doing things in an A1 manner, and we did not want to spoil it by doing a
botched up job which would reflect upon both MATC and BOC. Yet, I can’t help kicking myself
that we missed a good opportunity, right in our own back dooryard!
The thing that has soothed my conscience as much as judgement is the following: After days and
days of planning, buying the lumber, having my dad make a special trailer hitch for my car,
checking sleeping bags, axes, snowshoes, toboggans, and packs, buying two days supply of food,
having the food committee make sandwiches, borrowing long johns for the members of the party
which did not have them, etc, etc,, we took off for Highway 17 last Saturday AM at 9 o'clock.
This was a little late for us, but none of us (five students and myself) could get terribly excited
about watching the sun (?) come up over Saddleback through a winter mist! The long-range
weather forecast from Portland said, "seasonable temperatures; no precipitation until Sunday."
Actually, the wind was blowing about 25-35 miles per hour; it squalled from Lewiston to the
Trail! Arriving about noon, we spent about an hour lashing the lumber on the toboggans and
eating our lunches so we wouldn’t have to carry any more than necessary. Our aim was to get the
lumber and tar paper into Sabbath Day Pond by nightfall. When the first two toboggans went off,
two of the fellows shouted back, "We'll see you on the way back after the last 100’ of lumber."
These were "famous last words," for we all underestimated how difficult it would be to tug three
toboggans up the slope from the Highway to the end of Long Pond. We caught up with the first
sled within a half hour, for the fellows were trying to get up over the sharpest rise on the section.
The snowshoes were taking quite a strain! Soon, we were travelling with two of the toboggans,
three men per unit. At times, it became necessary for four and five of us to boost the lumber over
some of the humps. By the middle of the afternoon, we were sure that we'd put the decimal in the
wrong place, for it was supposed to be 1.18 miles! By the end of the afternoon, not yet to Long
Pond, we were ready to buy share in Alaskan Huskies, Inc.!
When we saw that we could not make the lean-to before nightfall, we decided to bivouac at the
boat landing. Leaving the toboggans on the trail, without too much fear of theft (!), we pushed on
to improvise a shelter at the end of the Pond, putting three boats in an open rectangle. The next
two hours found us exercising every ounce of ingenuity we could muster, building fire, laying
out sleeping bags on the tar paper we had brought along eating charcoal along with corned beef
hash! Meanwhile, the wind came up and froze the afternoon’s sweat to our backs! By 8 o'clock,
we had shivered our way into the sleeping bags. One fellow lighted a candle and placed it on the
lee side of a boat inside the rectangle. I can still see the dancing silhouettes against that tiny light.
Then, he took out his harmonica to play "Old Black Joe," "Swanee River," and other Southern
tunes "to keep us warm!" After a bit of harmonizing, we went to sleep with the snow sifting
down in our faces as the wind blew through the spruces.
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Next day was a beauty, warm, clear with a deep blue sky. Fresh (?) from our long night's rest (?),
we were no time at all getting the building materials to the Pond. At 10 o'clock, we started across
the mile-long ice sheet, acres of crust whipped bare by a gale-like wind. Fortunately the wind
was at our backs. By 12 o'clock, we had located the Trail, had passed through the gorgeous
snow-laden spruces between Long and Sabbath Day Ponds, and had cached the lumber and tar
paper in the Lean-to. We sort of hated to leave, for the sun was pouring into the shelter so
warmly you could almost see the snow settled. We were back to our improvised shelter by 12:45
in spite of a vicious wind which blew into our faces all the way across Long Pond. The surface
was Arctic-like as the wind formed all sorts of interesting snow drift formations. A hot-dog roast
consumed, we found the trip back to the road relaxing and enjoyable. We had to cache about
100’ of lumber near the road. Some of the fellows are going up two weeks hence to take it in;
then, on March 23, four fellows will begin the task of building a new roof. All in all it was an
enjoyable and successful trip. We got a taste of winter camping, which we'd never had before.
The fellowship was good.
Then, too. such a trip gave us the sense of pioneering, something which becomes part of one’s
personality. I thought the experience sufficiently unique to attest to get a feature article into this
week's Portland Sun. Telegram. Took a dozen pictures, some of which I'll send if you'd like.
Or possibly you can see them in May. Just for the record, and to indicate a kind of geographical
impact our work has, the following fellows went on the trip: Covert Bailey of Norwell, Mass.,
George Bateman of North Adams, Mass., Robert Crandall of Schenectady, N. Y., John
McDonald of Scarsdale, N. Y., and James Welch of Salem, Mass. Bailey, Crandall, and Welsh
will work with the president of our OC, Westphal, of Great Neck, N. Y, to repair the roof.
I am sending the invoice for the materials. There is no hurry about this, for we do have a little
backlog at this stage of the game.
March 6, 1951. Memorandum from Myron Avery, President, to Officers of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
Roy Fairfield has answered my inquiry as to whether, to facilitate the arrangements of the
Washington contingent, the meeting date could be shifted from April 29th to May 6th by stating
that it will not involve any inconvenience.
Accordingly, the meeting date will be May 6, at 10:00 a.m. at Lewiston. All sessions will be held
in Chase Hall. This includes the Officers’ meeting which is scheduled for 9:30 a.m. This will be
restricted to the Officers to facilitate handling business matters.
As soon as we can get the notices run off, we will send out a preliminary notice to all the
members and to the people who have manifested interest.
I have asked that a supply be sent to each officer so that he can have them mailed to people with
whom we may not be in contact.
We have concluded that we should make as much as possible of this meeting with publicity
items, exhibits, etc.
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Roy Fairfield has asked that we put on the notice a form so that people can let him know if they
wish to eat dinner or supper at the Bates Commons. We will do this on the final notice. I am
sending this forward at this time so that everyone can reserve May 6th and pass the word around.
Roy Fairfield has said that he could handle the publicity through the College News Bureau.
Accordingly, we are suggesting that Officers who have contacts and sources of publicity, effect
their arrangements through Roy.
cc: Sidney Tappan, Seymour Smith, Clair Sawtelle, Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
March 6, 1951. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I duly received your letter of March 2.
I have read it three times already in order to absorb everything that you have written and I have
passed it on to the Washington contingent. You may not be the most frequent correspondent in
the world but when you do swing into action your letter is jammed with news.
I am proceeding along the lines of your letter of March 2. Attached is a copy of the
memorandum which I have sent to all the Club officers and a few key people.
We appreciate very much the courtesy shown us in changing the date of the meeting to meet our
situation here.
I think it much preferable to schedule all meetings in Chase Hall to simplify the matters. I
understand that this will also be the locality for the morning meeting.
I think it an excellent idea to feature Attwood's pictures again. For most people they will be new.
We shall be greatly obliged if you will go forward on that basis because it will give us a real
exhibit as the background of the meeting.
You will see that I am adopting your suggestion of having a blank at the end of the latest notice
so that you can know who will eat at the Commons. You may want to give me a little more data
as to what you would want in this connection.
I would assume that you would open the Hall shortly before 9:30 a.m. for the morning session.
In view of what you have said, I think it highly desirable to handle the publicity through your
News Bureau. After all, the College is the host and the least return we can make is to see that the
credit goes to it.
While the world situation is ominous and I have wavered on the point, I have come to the final
conclusion that we had better make an all-out effort in the way of publicity, announcements, etc.,
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to try to get a large group to this meeting for the purpose of improving our maintenance
arrangements and perhaps attract new maintaining groups.
You will note that I have thought that the Trail technique had better go in the afternoon so as to
catch people who might not be there in the evening.
I want to ask you about the evening session. Do you think that, with the local notices, we could
count on a sufficient group to make worthwhile trying to do something related to Maine but not
connected too closely to the Trail? I had in mind that we might see what is available in the way
of a lecture on the State Parks. I would like to have you preside at the evening session. Under
those circumstances, you may have very different ideas as to what the session should be and
some thought as to the different type of program. I do feel that it should be tied in to Maine.
I have read with greatest interest the winter expedition to the Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to. I think,
and Miss Stephenson agrees, that you have an extraordinary story and, with your photographs, it
would make a great feature article for the Portland Telegram. I am letting Miss Stephenson make
notes from your letter but she is very much crowded for space in Appalachian Trailway News
but this is too much of an epic to pass unnoticed.
Incidentally, while I traveled in the woods a good deal as a youngster in Maine (half a century
before your time), I have become keenly interested, academically, in this matter of winter travel
and winter camping. It is a very definite science and I wish I could do more with it. Incidentally,
the Adirondack Mountain Club, which publishes a very fine bulletin, "The Adirondack" has been
featuring this matter of winter trips, necessary equipment, etc. Miss Stephenson says that she has
some items in this connection in Appalachian Trailway News. (You will need to assure her that
you saw them.) However, this organization is making a very scientific approach to the matter of
climbing and winter camping. The Club has gone to the extent of issuing a special pamphlet,
dealing with hiking and mountaineering in winter. (*)
I suggest that you, as the Director of the Bates Outing Club, might write to the Adirondack
Mountain Club and obtain from them this pamphlet and ask for the issues of the last two or three
months. All of this may be gratuitous comment but in view of your expression of interest I
thought you might want to know of this really scientific approach. It may be the background of
many future trips for you. In the West, the Sierra Club (Mills Tower Building, San Francisco)
has published a good deal with respect to skiing, mountaineering, etc.
Now, for the matter of business.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club treasury is sadly depleted and your saying there is no hurry
for reimbursement on the lean-to brings us comforting news. I assume that the Pineland Lumber
Company has been paid and it is a matter of reimbursing the B.O.C. I am passing the bill on to
Miss Park and I hope that by early summer we will have sold sufficient literature to enable us to
care for this as we pay the balance of our Guidebook bill.
We think that it always aids these sessions to have something to distribute. Accordingly, we will
arrange to have available a copy of our Publication No. 17 which describes the Trail project and
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lists all the literature, and the circular prepared by Miss Stephenson on the M.A.T.C. If I succeed
in reshuffling Miss Stephenson's retirement priorities, we will have the pamphlet on "Woods
Precautions" which was discussed at the meeting in the fall of 1950. (Miss Stephenson, who is
receiving a copy of this letter, together with Miss Park, will note this.)
I think that this covers all pending matters.
Enclosure: Copy of Notice to Members of M.A. T. C.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
(*) I suggest you write the Editor of “THE AD-I-RON-DAC” and ask him for the pamphlet. He
is Edgar Nixon, Rhinebeck, New York.
March 6, 1951. Myron Avery to Charles H. Pryor, 3306 Shepherd Street, Mt. Rainier,
Maryland.
Dear Charlie:
I find it easier to drop you a note than to try to reach you by phone and hit a time when you may
be resting.
You can guess what I was calling about. I am hoping that nothing will prevent finishing the
Katahdin signs by June. We are going to have our meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
at Lewiston on May 6th, of which you will get due notice. I would like very much to exhibit your
signs at that meeting as a new technique.
Do you think you could get the signs for where the Trail leaves the Millinocket-Greenville Road
ready by May 6 so that I could take them with me. It would have the further advantage that I
could pass them on to the Supervisor of the Park to install.
March 6, 1951. Myron Avery to Omar A. Sawyer, Manager, Woodlands Department,
Hollingsworth & Whitney Lumber Company, Waterville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
You will recall that from time to time you have supplied us with information as to the status of
the Hollingsworth & Whitney operations on White Cap. Our particular point of interest is
whether the operations would extend across The Appalachian Trail and remove the splendid
growth of conifers through which the Trail ascends the north slope of White Cap.
We are holding, at Lewiston, on May 6th, the annual meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club. We would like very much to be able, at that time, to indicate whether this winter’s
operations or the projected operations for the coming summer would extend across the Trail
route.
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I am enclosing a copy of one of our White Cap maps and, if you could indicate the area cut this
winter and schedule the cutting in 1951, it would be of considerable assistance to us.
We shall very much appreciate your courtesy in this connection.
cc: Mr. Clair Sawtelle
March 6, 1951. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
While I have indicated that the morning meeting was restricted to officers, my thought was
simply to prevent it from becoming too general a session. I am hoping to have word from you
that your situation has become consolidated (this is perhaps not the exact word) so that you will
have qualified as an officer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
In any event, we shall want to see you at Lewiston as soon as you can conveniently arrive.
March 6, 1951. Myron Avery to H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Richards:
I don’t know whether you have any more time in the winter than you had during the summer but
if you have read the January, 1951, issue of Appalachian Trailwav News, you will have noticed
the emphasis we put on the matter which we talked about. That is, the hikers leaving Katahdin
too late and carrying too heavy loads and arriving at Rainbow Lake all worn out.
We are putting framed notices at both the Cable Bridge and Katahdin Stream so that everyone
will have a warning as to the situation.
I did want you to know what we were trying to do to improve this situation.
We are looking forward to seeing the new lean-to next summer.
Under separate cover
January issue of Appalachian Trailway News
March 8, 1951. Robert G. Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have held off answering your letter as I wanted to check the location of the campsite you
mentioned in your letter.
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Last year the town of Elliottsville was transfered from the Eastern Division to mine, the Western
Division. The transfer came rather late so we did not get around to spend too much time on
campsites as we were anxious to get our Watchman’s cabin built on Barren Mountain.
This winter the President of the Guilford Fish and Game Club wrote me regarding the
maintenance of the Little Wilson camp ground as one of the Club’s work projects. This will ease
the burden of policing it. If this is the one you referred to in your letter, it seems to me that a
lean-to there would be hard to keep in a livable condition as not only fishermen but the general
Public would use it considerably. I have not had an opportunity to look over the old camp ground
near the spring you referred to. If the place is safe, we will be glad to improve it as we did the
one at Moxie Lake.
We have abandoned all interests of using Boarstone Mtn. in our work. By developing Barren
Mtn. we are able to get much more coverage which ties in much better with that of Squaw and
White Cap Mountains. We will have it in operation with radio communication this spring.
It was necessary to destroy the A.T. campsite on Cloud Pond atop Barren Mtn. which, I
understand, Harry Davis, Monson located as it was far too hazardous for the building of fires.
I hope you will have the opportunity of getting to this part Maine this summer and if so hope we
will have the pleasure of seeing you. I am enclosing your commission for 1951.
March 9, 1951. Robert Crandall, Chairman, Cabin and Trails Committee, and Roy P.
Fairfield, Faculty Adviser, Bates Outing Club, to New England Trail Conference.
Dear Conference Members,
Sorry we could not make the program at University of Massachusetts, but we would like to be
represented by letter.
The work we have done on our section of the Appalachian Trail (41 miles from Saddleback Mt.
to Andover B Hill road) has been pretty well outlined in the Trailway News for September and
January. Last Spring, as the enclosed report indicates, we made a complete coverage of the
Trail. In the Fall, despite rain, snow and cold weather, we relocated one small section of the Trail
in the South Arm area, cleared up blowdowns in a hurricane-routed virgin spruce area on
Elephant Mountain, and widened one badly-grown section near Sabbath Day Pond. The Fall
work was covered in the January issue, an extra copy of which is unavailable at this end of the
line.
We have also had a winter trip this year, something unprecedented in out club’s history. In order
to take advantage of the frozen surface of Long Pond in section 20 for skidding building
materials in to Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to, we spent Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 24-25 on the
Trail. It was extremely hard work hauling three toboggans with 200’ of lumber and 2 rolls of
tarpaper up the Trail from Highway 17 to the end of Long Pond, but the six of us enjoyed
it…even our shivery night in sleeping bags. We could perhaps better appreciate what the boys in
Korea are experiencing. This Sunday, six more fellows will complete the transportation part of
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the work; then, during Spring vacation, four of the Outing Club members (and all Bates students
belong to the OC under our system) will repair the lean-to roof.
The annual meeting of the MATC will be held on the Bates campus, Sunday, May 6 at which
time there will not only be a meeting of the officers but general meetings for showing movies
and slides and for discussing the various problems pertaining to the Trail. If any members of the
Conference happen to be in this area during the week end in question, we cordially invite them to
participate in our meeting.
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC. AUGUSTA, MAINE
March 9, 1951
MEMORANDUM FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CLUB, INC.:
This memorandum is being sent as advance notice of the Annual Meeting of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, Inc. The 1951 meeting will be held on May 6, 1951, at Bates College,
Lewiston, Maine. There will be an afternoon and evening session.
The afternoon session will commence promptly at 1:30 p.m. There will be the usual reports of
officers, trail conditions and pertinent business matters. The remainder of the afternoon, from 3
until 5 o'clock, will be devoted to discussion of trail clearing practices and techniques, since
many of the newly affiliated groups have indicated that such a discussion with a demonstration
to the extent possible would be of considerable help. Accordingly, the program is being prepared
with this in view.
This session of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is open to all interested travelers of The
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
All sessions will be at Chase Hall, Bates College, Lewiston. Bates Outing Club Director Roy P.
Fairfield has advised that he can make arrangements for those attending the sessions to eat dinner
and supper at the College Commons in Chase Hall.
We shall be glad to have you bring interested individuals and to take steps to have the meeting
announced in your local newspaper.
The 1951 Maine Guidebook SUPPLEMENT will be available for distribution.
We ask that you reserve at this time the date of May 6 and plan to meet with us on that occasion.
Very sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery
President, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
4531 - 45th Street, N. W.
Washington 16, D. C
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March 10, 1951. Junior York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:I hope the shock won’t be too much for you. Been intending to write for some time now.
How are you? We are all fine up here.
Enclosed is a clipping. I imagine you know about it already. I think it’s too bad!!
The trail from Toll Dam to Katahdin Stream is doing fine. We had some terrific winds in the
valley this winter. Only ½ dozen trees down in that stretch tho.
I bossed a crew, patching the Toll Dam for next spring’s drive. Gave special attention to the walk
way across the Dam! However, the Northern say they’ll probably blow the Dam out next fall.
Don’t know what we’ll do for a crossing then but will find something.
The Northern is going to build a power house at “Little Heater” in Ripogenus Gorge. Power lines
will go down the right hand side of the river to Abol and a road also.
Steel bridge to be built at Abol Rips. Work starts right away on right-of-way cutting.
Doxsee’s sold Kidney Pond Camps to a man named Kennedy from New Castle, Maine.
Understand he’s run boys camps in Maine and Brazil.
Jean and I are staying at camp again this winter. Re-building some more cabins. It’s been an
open winter till lately. We have about 3 feet of snow now. Been snowed in about 10 days now.
The G. N. P. is sending a bulldozer up to plow to Sourdnahunk Lake tomorrow tho.
They’ve sure slashed it up there. They’re really cleaning the woods there. Last year of stumpage
rights. Be the last year of timber for some time. Looks as tho a fire had gone thru.
Well, Myron, I’ll close for now. Our very best to you.
March 12, 1951. Omar A. Sawyer, Manager, Woodlands Department, Hollingsworth &
Whitney Lumber Company, Waterville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of March 6.
Hollingsworth & Whitney Company has, to date, done no cutting in addition to that shown on
the two maps that I sent you with my letter of September 12, 1950.
I do not, as yet, know whether or not we will cut across the trail this summer. If we cut at all on
the north slope of White Cap the trail will be crossed.
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We will appreciate it if you will warn all who travel the Appalachian Trail to be particularly
careful to prevent forest fires since the hazard will be very high where the trail traverses our
recent cuttings.
cc:

K. A. Swenning
E. G. Kelso
G. E. Wing

March 12, 1951. B. L. Hadley, Superintendent, Acadia National Park, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I have just received your memorandum of March 6 which is an advance notice of a meeting to be
held on May 6 at Lewiston. I am sorry that I will not be able to be there because if present plans
work out, I shall be on my way to Virginia for a visit with my younger boy who is a ranger in
Shenandoah National Park.
I hope someday that things will work out so that I can attend a meeting of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club.
March 12, 1951. H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine, to
Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Very glad to receive your recent letter, hope everything is fine with you and looking forward to
seeing you again this summer. The Mrs. and I are both fine, have had a good winter. The weather
is getting more spring like every day and it won’t be long before we will be moving up to camp.
Yes we both read the article in the Trailway News about the lean-to situation and changes made
at Rainbow Lake. Am very anxious for you to see the new lean-to as I am sure it will meet with
your approval in every way. We have been up to camp several times this winter—the outfit
looked OK but we have had some very big wind storms. Several trees in the yard blew over but
no damage was done. Our telephone line is dead due to the same reason and one of the first jobs
to straighten out. Expect there are a few blow-downs on the trail (Appalachian).
We had 28 inches of ice on the lake. Very little snow. Most of the lakes are high due to plenty of
rain this past season.
Very good idea putting up framed notices at the Cable Bridge and Katahdin Stream. Most of the
hikers coming this way last year were much too loaded down and weary to go further.
I still have some bushing out to do on the Rainbow Mountain trail which I’ll attend to this spring.
That’s a wonderful view and an asset to the camps.
Any information I can send you that will be of help at any time just drop me a line.
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With best regards from Mrs. Richards and myself.
March 13, 1951. Myron Avery to Robert Hutton.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I have your letter of March 8, 1951, and I appreciate your writing to me at length as to the
several matters.
You will recall that I said that because of the devastated condition of Barren Mountain, following
the lumber operations, we have been obliged to remark The Appalachian Trail along the north
base. I take it that the A.T. campsite, which you say it was found necessary to destroy, was the
one on the point projecting into Cloud Pond. This was on the list approved by the Forest Service
some two or three years ago, as I recall. However, since it is on a temporarily abandoned section
of Trail, it is a matter of no great concern to us. If the Trail were extending along Barren
Mountain, I am sure that you would feel it very desirable to indicate some safe campsite in order
to take care of the problems of the person who would have to camp in making the long and
difficult traverse from Long Pond to Bodfish Farm.
I am wondering as to the extent of the destruction. When we put in the sign were surprised to
find on this point a very well-built lean-to and dug in fireplace. The site was very attractive. We
were unable to learn locally who built the lean-to. Finally, I had a letter from someone in New
Jersey (I could check back through the files if you are interested), saying that he and his friends
had built the structure. The shingles were flown in by plane and dropped at Cloud Pond. As a
consequence, the lean-to, as existing, will probably have considerable local use and perhaps use
by these out-of-state people.
We will be glad, indeed, to have you check the site on the Old Stage Road. We would welcome
the improvements, such as were made at the Moxie Pond structure. I trust that if the particular
site has disadvantages it will be possible to find another one in the close vicinity in order to care
for the matter of spacing these structures at intervals.
I am greatly interested in what you say as to the President of the Guilford Fish and Game Club
wishing to take over the maintenance of the Little Wilson Campground. That is at the end of the
automobile road and on the stream. The only facility is a canopy and I wonder what the Club had
in mind in the way of improvements. Since Helon Taylor maintains his house at Guilford. I am
sending him a copy of this letter with the thought that he will know the President and can ask
him what the Club intends to do at Little Wilson. By reason of our marked side trail in the
vicinity this is a very interesting locality.
The thought of the people in the Narragansett Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club of
installing a lean-to was only a preliminary plan. With the changed international situation and the
expected restrictions, I would expect that they would defer any consideration of the matter,
particularly in view of the fact that the Fish and Game Club may improve conditions there.
Certainly periodic policing will greatly improve matters.
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I shall be in Maine in May and hope to see you during the summer. I have begun to feel out of
touch with developments in your area.
I shall return the executed certificate of appointment as soon as I make contact with a Notary
Public.
Matters are speeding up here tremendously. We are on a six-day week and there is a constant
increase of activities and tension.
cc:

Mr. Helen Taylor
Mr. Henry E. Childs
Miss Jean Stephenson

Note for Helon Taylor: If you have an opportunity to find out what the Fish and Game Club has
in mind in the way of improving the Little Wilson Campground, it will be of much help to us.
Miss Stephenson says she still has in mind to prepare the article for the Maine Sportsmen's
Guide. She wants to know if you received the folder containing the sign. list and the extra copies
which were sent.
M.H.A.
March 14, 1951. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine.
Dear Clair:
Hollingsworth & Whitney Lumber Company, in answer to my inquiry, have written as follows
on March 12th:
“Hollingsworth & Whitney Company has, to date, done no cutting in addition to that
shown on the two maps that I sent you with my letter of September 12, 1950.
“I do not, as yet, know whether or not we will cut across the trail this summer. If we cut
at all on the north slope of White Cap the trail will be crossed.
“We will appreciate it if you will warn all who travel the Appalachian Trail to be
particularly careful to prevent forest fires since the hazard will be very high where the
trail traverses our recent cuttings.”
I have written the company enclosing some of our literature containing fire monitions, etc.
Copies to: Seymour H. Smith, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. Louis
Chorzempa, Mr. Roy P. Fairfield
March 14, 1951. Myron Avery to Omar A. Sawyer Manager of Woodlands Hollingsworth
& Whitney Company Waterville, Maine
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
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Thank you for the information contained in your letter of March 12, 1951.
As a Maine resident, I am perhaps unusually sensitive to the danger of forest fires. In our Trail
Conference activities we have stressed constantly in all our publications the necessity for care in
this connection. I have always thought that the greatest carelessness with fire was exhibited by
local hunters and fishermen rather than by the recreationalist.
I am enclosing, as a matter of interest, our publication "A Message to Those Who Walk In The
Woods”. We have distributed gratuitously several hundred thousand [sic] copies. The Maine
Appalachian Trail Club is issuing a pamphlet for gratuitous distribution, which will stress this
theme. Our Guidebook emphasizes the unpopular theme of avoiding smoking while traveling.
It occurred to me that Messrs. Swenning, Kelso and Wing, noted as receiving copies of your
letter, might find our publications of interest. I have sent some to them under separate cover to
Waterville. If that is the incorrect address, no doubt they will be forwarded.
Under separate cover Appalachian Trailway News for Sept. 1950 and Jan. 1951
A.T.C. Publication Nos. 5 and 15
Sent same enclosures to:
K. A. Swenning
E. G. Kelso, Chief Forester, North
G. E. Wing, Assistant Manager of Woodlands
cc: Clair Sawtelle, Jean Stephenson
March 17, 1951. Myron Avery to Junior York, Twin Pine Camps.
Dear Junior:
Your letter of March 10, 1951, was most welcome.
It was something of a shock but I am afraid that I cannot say too much for I have been very much
in arrears myself. I have heard of your activities through mutual friends during the past year.
During the summer I did not get any farther north than the Penobscot West Branch. The change
at Rainbow seems very much for the better. The Richards have certainly made a great
improvement in the appearance of the Camps.
I did get two days in the country north of Katahdin on a trip such as I hoped you would make
with us in 1949. I have known Helon Taylor since 1935. He is a splendid fellow and I think will
make a fine supervisor. He did a lot of trail work in western Maine. He is as dependable and
square as he is big in size!
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With the new roads in the north end of Katahdin there is very little left of the East Branch
wilderness.
I had heard the story of the road connection. Governor Baxter has certainly gone from one
extreme to the other. Ten years ago his statements were all about the roadless Katahdin country.
In addition to taking off the restrictions on existing roads and authorizing new construction if the
Legislature approves, he foots half the bill on this one. There must be a lot of disappointed
people who thought they could depend upon him to keep the Katahdin country wild.
With the road already at McCarty Camp I suppose it was only a question of time before the
connection would be made. These roads serve mainly, I think, to help the lumber companies get
their stuff out. Hal Dyer says that there is a fifty-fifty chance of the bill going through. The
opposition is not on the principle of putting the road in to open up the wilderness but just a
matter of spending the money. If there are no new taxes I think that it might lose out.
I knew that the Northern was making its final cut within the Park. I wonder why they think they
should take the Dam out. I had thought that they would leave it. The Park needs some way of
getting across the stream. Perhaps we should try to see if the Forest Service and ourselves can
persuade them to leave it. The plans of the Northern certainly will change the Penobscot West
Branch. I guess we have to recognize that the "golden age" of the Maine woods is past and the
country is being chopped up into small sections.
I would think that the sale of Kidney Pond Camps might be to your advantage. There are a lot of
people who come to that section of the country and with those Camps closed, you would, I think,
get some of the patronage.
Aa far as we are concerned down here, everything is steadily building up. We are on a six-day
week. My older boy, who was at the Camps, finishes at Bowdoin this year. The younger boy,
who is also 6'1", finishes high school. Both are in the draft zone and we are waiting to see what
happens.
I sometimes think that I would like to take a week off and spend it in the woods in the winter. It
has been a long time since I have done much of traveling in the winter with Maine woods
temperature. It is the old story, however, of always being kept pinned down by work and hoping
that it will come next year. Now we look forward to the end of this crisis when we may be able
to do some of the things we want to do.
We still have our home at Lubec and spend some time there in the summer.
The youngsters must be getting quite large now. In a few years you will have all the cabins
rebuilt.
While it has been a long time since I have heard from you, as usual, your letters bring a lot of
news. I hope you will keep up the good habit and if all goes well, I shall see you next summer.
March 18, 1951. Eleanor Jacobs to Prof. Roy Fairfield.
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Dear Prof. Fairfield:
Mr. Avery asked me to ask you if you would please bring the film on Trail Technique to the
meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club on the 6th of May. I have asked Mr. McEwen to
send it to you early to be sure that it will get to you in time. After this meeting the film will be
brought to Washington for a showing here. Thank you.
March 18, 1951. Eleanor Jacobs to Bryce McEwen, Box 52, Hamlin Hall, University of
Maine, Orono, Maine.
Dear Mr. McEwen:
I am writing to ask that you please send the film on Trail Technique to Prof. Roy Fairfield (23
Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine) to reach him not later than the first of May. I
believe that this should give you ample time to show the film after Mr. Cragon sends it to you.
He is to send it off on the 31st of March. This film has certainly had a busy season, and Prof.
Fairfield is to take it to a meeting where it is wanted to be shown by Appalachian Trail
Conference Chairman Myron H. Avery. I hope that your showings of the film will be successful,
and if you should want it again at a later date, please let me know. It is scheduled to return to
Washington in May before it will be available again.
CC: Prof. Roy Fairfield
March 22, 1951. Eleanor Jacobs to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
The man who is to get the film when you are through with it is:
Mr. Bryce McEwen, Box 52, Hamlin Hall, University of Maine, Orono, Maine.
He has been advised to keep it until the end of May and to send it to Prof. Fairfield to reach him
by the 1st of May so there will be plenty of time for Prof. Fairfield to get it for the meeting.
March 22, 1951. AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY
Mr. James A. Cragon, 3459 Ivy Road, N. E., Atlanta, Georgia.
Dear Mr. Cragon:
I am writing to ask you to send the film on Trail Technique to Mr. Myron H. Avery (4531--45th
Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.) instead of sending it to Maine as per previous instructions. Mr.
Avery is extremely anxious to make some needed changes in the film before the meeting of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club on the 6th of May, and this will be his only opportunity to obtain
the film before it goes to Maine. Since he will keep the film only a few days the schedule will
not be interrupted.
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In order to take advantage of the fastest possible means of transportation, please send the film on
or before the 31st of March to Mr. Avery at his home address, given in my first paragraph, by
PARCEL POST, SPECIAL HANDLING, SPECIAL DELIVERY. In this way there will be time
for the changes to be made. Please insure the film for the highest amount possible, which I
believe is $200.
When you send the film Mr. Avery will appreciate your also sending him a note so that he will
know when to look for the film.
CC: Mr. Myron H. Avery
April 1, 1951.

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.

TO THOSE WHO TRAVEL THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
These suggestions are made by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club with the view of making more
enjoyable your travel of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. They are premised on the thought that
this trip may be your initial venture over trails through this type of terrain. What is said here is
only what you would soon learn on your trip. In order, however, that your first journeying in
Maine may produce for you maximum pleasure and enjoyment, there is set forth briefly — so
that you may have such knowledge in planning your own trip — the experience of other travelers
and a word of caution as to points which, if unappreciated, could mar the pleasure of your
expedition.
The point of primary concern is embodied in the expression, “Go Light.” On a camping trip,
your pack under no circumstances should exceed 30 pounds. This is a maximum. Undoubtedly,
you can carry a much heavier pack but your comfort and pleasure, in travel over a rough footway
on a primitive wilderness trail, are decreased in the proportion that your load exceeds the
suggested 30 pounds. If you stay at sporting camps, 10 pounds should be the maximum weight.
Before undertaking your trip, check your equipment most carefully. Consider every item from
the angle of need versus weight. You will find, to your surprise, that many items commonly
carried can be eliminated. You will realize what you can do without. It is particularly essential to
avoid carrying heavy canned foods.
The second major factor is physical preparedness. Do not undertake any extended hiking trip
without a preliminary one-or-two day practice hike, carrying your loaded pack. Trails in the
Maine woods are necessarily rough. Their traverse requires considerable exertion. It is a very
common failing to underestimate the difficulties. Mileage means very little. An extended trail or
camping trip — to produce maximum enjoyment — requires training and forethought, as does
athletic competition.
There are additional factors which can contribute to the pleasure of your journey.
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Give particular heed to footwear. Shoes should be well broken in, thick-soled and at least a size
larger than street shoes. Do not use soft-soled shoes or moccasins. Many women hikers fail to
equip themselves with adequate shoes; to avoid injury to the feet, shoes must he thick-soled and
wide. Wear one or two pair of wool hose over silk or lisle socks. If you are susceptible to
blisters, avoid this discomfort by hardening your feet in advance by soaking them in a tannic acid
solution. (Use one ounce of tannic acid to two quarts of water in a porcelain container, for a
quarter of an hour on several occasions.)
If you travel in June or July, take along a mosquito and black fly preparation.
As against a possible mishap, there are three indispensables: a good compass, matches with firemaking material, and emergency food. On the journey, in case of doubt as to the route, stop. Do
not go forward. Retrace your route deliberately, carefully and slowly, marking it in an
unmistakable manner, until you return to some clear indication of the trail. Inspection will then
usually disclose the point of initial error. The cardinal mistake, often resulting in an unfortunate
experience, is a headlong precipitous insistence on going forward when once the route seems
dubious. Haste, such as in the desire to avoid darkness or to reach camp, only precipitates the
difficulty. If you have followed the monitions of the Guidebook (in the event of solitary travel,
which is strongly advised against), your failure to arrive at destination will be detected and you
can be much more readily located. It is preferable, when in doubt, to overcome the urge to travel
and to remain at the point of difficulty, since this prevents straying far from the route. A night
out close to the Trail is far preferable to the disability of being genuinely lost.
All travelers in the Maine woods should exercise the most extreme care to avoid danger from
campfires or smoking. Necessity for such care is too fundamental to require any elaboration. A
fire caused by a user of The Appalachian Trail would have a disastrous effect on the Trail project
and could very easily result in its abandonment. Except in very wet seasons, the considerate
tramper will scrupulously refrain from smoking while traveling.
If you lack information as to where adequate light-weight camping equipment can be obtained,
you will find sources of supply for many items listed in the 48-page booklet, Hiking, Camping,
Mountaineering, and Trail Clearing Equipment. This booklet may be procured for 50 cents from
the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington 6, D.C.
An absolute essential is that the traveler on The Appalachian Trail in Maine have the Guide To
The Appalachian Trail in Maine, with its detailed description of the Trail and accompanying
maps. Information in it should be used in planning the trip, and the pages covering the sections
of Trail to be traveled should be removed from the volume (it is loose-leaf) and carried on the
journey. If there is insufficient time to order this publication from the Appalachian Trail
Conference (1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington 6, D.C.), it can be obtained at the same
price ($3.25) from the various offices of the Maine Publicity Bureau, the Millinocket Chamber of
Commerce and at Katahdin Stream Campground. The portion of this Guide relating to Katahdin,
with an extensive map of the Katahdin area, is issued separately (price $1.25; 220 pp.), and is
obtainable from the same sources.
Above all, do not travel alone.
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April 2, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College,
Lewiston, Me.
Dear Roy:
I am enclosing a copy of the letter I sent to Bob Harrington of Rumford. Mr. Harrington is the
new commercial teacher at the High School. It looks as tho this is a very good prospect. I hope
that he will attend the meeting and then something can be worked out.
I have also been able to secure a new sponsor: The Franklin County Fish and Game Association
has asked for a section from the top of Sugarloaf to Oberton Stream. This would be about eight
and a half miles of my former section. We are not too confident that they will be too successful
in this project, but we are hoping for the best. If they do carry through, it will relieve Louis and
myself of that much time that we can use to good advantage somewhere else.
Clair Sawtelle was over to my house a couple of weeks ago and he took the slides with him. He
was going to take them to Lewiston for the meeting.
Louis Chorzempa has talked with Percy Canham regarding the Secretary’s job. Percy seemed to
think it was too much for him and he was not interested. So it looks as tho someone else must be
dug up or no action can be taken. As a matter of fact he was very much concerned that the Maine
Alpine Club would die a natural death.
I have another suggestion; Miss Stephenson has not been able to take care of all of the publicity
this year that she did last year, why not make arrangements to have the Lewiston Evening
Journal have a feature story of the annual meeting for their magazine section the Saturday
following the meeting or May 12th? Each week they have several feature articles together with
five or six photos. I am sure that if arrangements are made at once that Faunce Pendexter or any
of the other reporters would like the chance to cover it. Or maybe Stanley Attwood would like to
assign someone to it. Staff photographer Philbrick gets some wonderful full page photos.
Louis and I will be down for the Director's Meeting in the forenoon, but we have not completed
plans in regards to either dinner or supper. It will depend on who we take along with us. Louis
might go to his sister’s and I might go to the Dewitt again this year.
copy to: Louis Chorzempa
April 2, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Bob Harrington, Stephens High School Outing Club,
Rumford, Maine.
Dear Mr. Harrington:
I read with a great deal of pleasure your fine article in the special Sportsmen’s Show edition of
the Rumford Falls Times, entitled “Toward an Interest In The Outdoors”. This clipping will be
Included in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club’s scrapbook, along with clippings from all other
sources.
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I was particularly interested to read where your group had done some work clearing along the
Trail, and that you intend to expand this again this year. No doubt you know that different
organizations and individuals sponsor certain sections to keep clear. Therefore, to coordinate
each group’s work to the most effective means, it is best for the sponsoring group to know what
other group’s plans are along this line. The Bates College Outing Club maintains the entire
distance from the top of Saddleback Mountain in Rangeley to the Andover- B Hill Road at Frye
Brook. They would be very pleased to have your group assist them in some definite spot
agreeable to both of you.
The annual meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club will be held at Chase Hall, Bates
College, on Sunday afternoon and evening May 6th beginning at 1:30 P.M. This meeting is open
to the public and all are invited and welcome. I would like to extend to you a personal invitation
to take as many of the Stephens High School Outing Clubs members to this meeting that are free
to attend. I will mail you a program of the meeting at a later date. Here you could meet the
officers and members and make any plans with Prof. Roy Fairfield of the Bates College Outing
Club that you care to.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has sets of kodachrome slides suitable for lecture showings of
about one hour duration. Should your group care to see these fine pictures at no cost to you I
would be glad to come to Rumford any evening and show them or I can make arrangements for
you to show them yourself. If you are interested in this please let.me know.
April 2, 1951. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Chairman A.T.:
Greetings from your back wood news gatherer, who admits she has been very lax in her
correspondence to A.T. members. No I haven’t forgotten you all, and to prove it I am enclosing a
story on the Ledge House which was written by one of the boys that comes to “Camp Boss”,
boys camp at West Carry. I thought it would amuse you. He is about 11 years old.
I can’t tell you much for news as we have been here at N. New Portland all winter, only a mile (a
Maine mile, that is) but about as isolated as we would be at W. Carry. The town plows the road
to this farm but it’s been a miserable road, very icy and no sand. I’ve walked to and from the
village to get the mail. We have no near neighbors so haven’t been bothered by them or any of
the towns people calling.
We had several jobs offered us last Fall but this one sounded the best. By being so isolated and
both of us being out door so much we’ve escaped this Flu thus far. Louise had it for about three
weeks but the local doctor cleared it up so she didn’t miss too much school. She still goes to N.
Anson Academy. She has been in several plays and other social functions this winter. Last
Friday night the basketball girls and boys received their letters and other awards. L. got a gold
basketball so now we’ve got to get a chain for it so she can wear it. She was real pleased.
I have helped El a lot after he got into the soft wood. I cut branches or “limbed out”. The past
two weeks I’ve been in the maple syrup business. There was a shelter with fireplace—pans and
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pails up in the woods so I made some spiles—cut my own wood and when I get one more quart I
will have made 5 gallons. I have sold 1 ½ gals. already and have an order for another two quarts.
I didn’t have anything to store my sap in so I didn’t tap only about 30 trees but I could have had
a hundred as there is a good sized strip of maples.
We shall be going to camp around the middle of this month. We haven’t been up since we left
Nov. 30th but I was told by the Postmaster today that the road was O.K. as he had been to the
Fish Hatchery, but that there was plenty of snow up there yet. We tried to go up once, got way in
on the new road and we couldn’t make the hills so had to turn around and come back. It’s been
very icy all winter.
Perhaps you have been informed that a local party has been lumbering on Bog Brook Township
in the area from our line which is nearly out to the 8 mile mark down toward the new road. We
were told that they landed the lumber near Jerome Brook bridge. I do not know whether they
were in the vicinity of the trail to the Lean-to at Jerome or not but I should say they would be. If
so—there will no doubt be plenty of work to clear it out. We like the new man, that took Mr.
Clark’s place. I can’t think of his name. We miss the Clarks a lot.
This year we are celebrating our 15th year at West Carry. Don’t know what we’ll do to celebrate
but no doubt it will be WORK.
We have to go up soon and see how many bridges we will have to build after the hard rains of
last November and the Spring thaws.
Louise has a vacation starting April 13th so we plan to go visit each Grandma then we shall head
for camp. We expect the ice to go out early as it hasn’t been too thick any where.
The caretaker and wife at the new Dam are going to have a business on the side this Summer and
I guess they will do well if the traffic of sight-seers are as thick as last year. They plan to sell
sandwiches, hot dogs, coffee, ice cream and cold drinks. L. and I are planning to have a few
things this Summer if we have good luck, to sell. People have asked us for things so we thought
maybe we could on a small scale for we haven’t much room. What’s on the program for the
Summer for the A.T.? Will we see any of you?
Guess I didn’t tell you that beside “Camp Boss” boys camp which is the Pine Island Group we
shall have a separate camp for Spruce Ledge Group. The two groups are getting so large that
they have decided to lease another piece of land from us and then their dates won’t conflict as to
when they can come. They all are a nice bunch of boys and we enjoy them very much. They feed
themselves and sleep in or outside their shelter so are no bother to us. It’s a little money on the
side more than enough to pay the taxes and fire insurance on the camps and so that’s a help.
I appreciated your sending the piece about the lost gems in Grafton Notch. I remember the Mr.
Davis that they speak of very well. He used to tell me that he was going to put me in the mail
bag. We then lived at Newry Corner and my father ran the grocery store and Post Office. There
has been lots of changes in that section since then, but I still have many happy memories. One
was, a neighbor had a calf and she said she would sell it to me if I’d ask my father to give me the
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money, so I teased him and he wrote a check and I flew down the road and gave it to Ellen. I can
remember the smile on her face as she said thank you, I’ll put it in the sugar bowl in the
cupboard. I couldn’t read so I didn’t know what the check said. I never could understand why I
didn’t get the calf.
What do you hear from Earl Shaffer? We enjoyed his visit with us last Summer. He had quite a
trip up Bigelow with some of the “Camp Boss” boys. They didn’t get back to W.C. till nearly
mid-night. Earl had supper at 11:45 P.M. They climbed up the fire warden’s trail from the other
side and every one says it’s terrible. Too steep and hard as far as enjoyment is concerned.
Well I must close. Hoping we’ll see you at West Carry and hope you don’t forsake us and go to
the Ledge House.
The Ledge House
While on a recent trip to West Carry Pond, Bob O’Neil and I decided to go over to the Ledge
House. We inquired as to the accommodations available. We were startled to learn that the
Ledge House is now beneath the Dead River, under the management of Mr. Loan Shark (dealer
in fins). The following is one of the menus which are available.
Breakfast in the Deep Six Dining Room—Chocolate Float; Scrambled Deep Sea turtles’ eggs,
Floating eggs on toast, rolls and jelly (fish).
Lunch in the Submarine Room—Deep Sea Chowder cooked in the lobster pots, salt water taffy,
sand wiches, cocktails at the Sand Bar—Dry Submarini, Man O’War
Dinner in the Twenty Fathom Dining Room. Shore dinner—grilled seaweed, broiled steaks
swimming in onions, seahorse steak, coral cake, sponge cake.
After dinner entertainment—Dancing on the ocean floor accompanied by Davy Jones and his
Squid Boys Orchestra. Selections: Sardine Serenade, Pickerel Polka, Wally wampus Waltz,
cruising under the river, Special attraction—Neptune’s daughter singing “Minnie the Mermaid.”
Sleeping accommodations: We have a whole of a lot of rooms, each with an oysterbed. There is
cold running streams flowing through each room. There is also a beautiful view of the bottom of
Dead River through the many large port holes.
April 5, 1951. Myron Avery to Bryce McEwen, Box 42, Hamlin Hall, University of Maine,
Orono, Maine.
Dear Mr. McEwen:
I am writing to yon rather hastily in connection with the situation as to the planned exhibition
before the Maine Outing Club of the 16 mm. motion picture reel on Appalachian Trail technique.
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The reels have been delivered to me and we are prepared to send them on to you immediately if
definite arrangements have been made for their use in April or if the reels will be exhibited at
that time.
This is what gives rise to my letter. We have to make some corrections in the reel by way of
inserting some recently photographed scenes to replace some scenes which were sub-standard.
The new replacement material is being copied by Eastman and should be available in two or
three weeks. Naturally, we want to put this material into the reel as soon as possible. It will
require two or three evenings’ work and if matters had developed so that the reels would not be
used by you in April we would hold them here and make the replacement. We have to have the
reels available for the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Lewiston on May 6 and I
believe that the original plan was that you would deliver them to Mr. Roy P. Fairfield at
Lewiston. So, if there has been any change or if the reels would not be used in April, please let
me know immediately. I shall hold the reels pending your reply.
There are several commitments for use of the reels immediately after May 6 and as we would
like to have the reels shown with the benefit of the new scenes we are naturally anxious to make
the insertions as soon as possible.
I want to be very sure that there is no misunderstanding on the point that if there are any
commitments or plans, on word from you, the reels will be immediately sent forward and we
shall have to deal with the matter of inserting the new scenes when it can be accomplished at a
later date.
I enclose an addressed air-mail envelope for your convenience in replying.
You will see that I have sent copies of this letter to the people who deal with the reels so that
they are all fully informed.
Copies furnished:

Mr. Roy P. Fairfield
23 Russell House
Bates College
Lewiston, Maine
Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs
Slides Custodian
4811 Overbrook Drive
Washington 16, D. C.
Miss Jean Stephenson
Editor, Appalachian Trailway News
1226 Eye Street, N. W., Apt, 1100
Washington 5, D. C.

{Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
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April 5, 1951. Sidney N. Tappan, Beverly, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to read about the Ripogenus Hydro-Electric
Development. The clippings will move on in today’s mail. They were received yesterday. Earlier
Mr. York had told me that the project was being started, but the clippings added many interesting
details. I copied the map and the pertinent data.
This summer I plan to be at York’s Twin Pine Camps from July 14th to Aug. 4th and, of course,
I will do all I can to carry out your plans for trail maintenance. Naturally I am looking forward to
doing some climbing, camping, and canoeing too. Peter will go with me. He will finish his
summer course at the University of Massachusetts the day before we leave.
I was away from business two weeks during February eight days of which I was in the Beverly
Hospital with an acute respiratory infection. I expect, however, to be fit and ready to give a good
account of myself in the Maine woods this summer.
Recently I sent you via a former trail companion, Mr. Franklin Adam Smith, Jr. of Philadelphia,
a couple of clippings of a winter accident in the Great Basin. No doubt you had knowledge of it
from other sources, but just in case you didn’t I sent them along.
April 5, 1951. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I have just returned from a sudden trip out of town, and find almost 200 letters piled up awaiting
attention; also during my absence some renovation work was done in my apartment and my files
are somewhat upset. For both of these reasons I am somewhat handicapped in trying to pick up
where I left off when I went away. I do know, however, that time is going on and that if there is
anything I should do in connection with the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, I must
get at it right away. My difficulty is in knowing what I am to do.
I cannot recall whether I wrote you, asking whether there was anything I should do here about
publicity. Your letter to Myron indicated that the Bates College public relations people would
handle the publicity. That would suit me fine - as it would mean less for me to do - but I want to
be sure just what it entails. I assume they will handle any local publicity in Lewiston-Auburn,
will make any possible contacts with Radio and similar mediums. Probably it will cover press
releases - but to whom are such releases sent? Do they give releases to the News Services, to the
Maine Development Commission, and, most important, do they send them to the editors of all
the daily and weekly papers in Maine? If so, that would cover almost all the channels I usually
care for. If they do not cover the Maine Development Commission (which releases to some 400
papers all over the country), or do not send to the Maine weeklies, let me know and I will take
care of that. I should have this information right away, however, to get releases prepared and out.
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In order to prepare the program (which comes within the publicity director-editor job as we have
it set up) I need to know what is to be done in the evening. I just telephoned Myron to ask him
and he said he was waiting to hear from you - that he had outlined some suggestions, but that you
might have others, etc. So, please let me know what your ideas are on the evening meeting.
Also, I will fix up and send to you a few posters and a book of exhibits, such as we will use at
the various Maine Publicity Bureau offices, which can be on exhibition in the room where the
meeting is held. I will see that you get these in advance of the meeting, but can unpack them and
set them up after I arrive, so you will be spared the trouble.
If there is anything else I should do now, let me know right away. I am looking forward to seeing
you again.
P.S. I understand that part of the afternoon meeting is to be devoted to Trail Technique. In this
connection you may be interested in something we did in the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
over ten years ago about which people still talk - it made such an impression. Yet it wasn't very
much work.
It was at a meeting on Trail Technique.
We showed the movie. Then had the Supervisor of Trails (which in this case should probably be
instead by either you or Myron), gave a brief talk on the principal tools used, and when, i.e. ax,
saw, pruning shears, weeder, and paint. After his introduction by mentioning them, he took up
each in turn. As he mentioned it, there was a demonstration:
Saw: a small log was rolled on the stage - actually it was a big limb, and propped up at an angle;
two men brought out the saw and showed how to cut it with each type of saw used, mentioned if
it was a big one to cut and roll out, etc. This took the two men at the saw and two helpers to hold
and steady it, etc.
Pruning shears: Half a dozen men brought on small bushes and held them; some of the bushes
were set in tubs filled with dirt and had been lining the walls and were merely pushed forward. A
man came forward, displayed the shears, and showed how to use them, cutting at an angle,
cutting clear to the ground, telling the type of stuff cut, etc.
Weeder: A mass of brambles was brought in (as it was winter and we had no green stuff
available), and the weeder was shown, how to hold it, how to swing it, and how it could mow
down the brambles.
Paint: I handled that. Showed the three types of paint set-ups, and the advantages or uses of each;
Two men brought in and held up a couple of limbs, so I could scrape each, showing how to do it.
We used a pine limb, a poplar, and an oak, also an arbor vitae, to get all types of bark. The limbs
were about five or six inches in diameter, I explained the differences in scraping, how to select
the right tree, how to scrape and paint so the paint would last longest, etc.
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The "props” were gathered in one afternoon by two of the men who went out to nearby woods.
The exhibition was a great success and was written up extensively, and remembered by all who
saw it.
It occurred to me that if you didn't think it entailed too much work, your men and girls in the
Outing Club might like to put on such an act, and it would give a chance for the M.A.T.C.
members to really see some of your workers. I would be glad to work with a group of the girls in
handling the paint business, for example, I could do the "spiel" and have three girls with paint set
ups to do the work, and other girls holding the limbs, etc. And I think you would have no trouble
having men who would do the tools part.
This is just a suggestion at random and maybe you feel there is too much work without adding
this - but it occurred to me that a little novelty like this might appeal to your people - and it
certainly would give us a chance for good stories for the papers. Also it would attract more of an
audience among the students, for everyone likes to see their friends put on a show!
April 6, 1951. Myron Avery to Junior York, Twin Pine Camps.
Dear Junior:
This is just a note to say that we have sent to Sidney Tappan, in your care, two signs.
One sign is to replace the registration notice on the cylinder post on Baxter Peak. We have tried
to manufacture it in such a way so as to keep moisture out because the temperature ranges
disfigured the other sign.
The second sign is a warning notice to go up on the north side of the tower at the Cable Bridge.
We would like to have it in place as soon as possible. If you should be going to the river or if
there is any responsible person going down, it would help if you would have him take the sign
and, using the galvanized nails, affix it securely to the tower so that a person must read it as he
climbs the steps. This is a part of our campaign which you will have noticed in the last issue of
Appalachian Trailway News to put an end to this business of people arriving all worn out at
Rainbow Lake Camps after dark, etc.
We are sending a similar sign to Helon Taylor to put up at Katahdin Stream Campground.
If the signs do not show up, I will appreciate it if you will let me know.
cc:

Mr. Sidney N. Tappan
Miss Jean Stephenson--Note for Miss Stephenson: Mr. Peterson was quite emphatic that
in the Appalachian Trailway News item on these signs the credit for making them should
go to Mr. Betz. I think that your item could refer to the previous article on this problem
and say that the registration sign had been designed to be moisture proof. You might want
to use it in September as an item on the accomplishment of the project. It would be well
to have Mr. Betz and Mr. Peterson receive copies.
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April 7, 1951. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
I'm glad Miss Stephenson wrote me last week, ‘cause it appears as tho I have slipped a cog at an
important point, ie. with reference to the evening meeting on May 6. I thought I had covered all
the things I should, but it appears that I neglected this one. In your letter of March 6th, you
mentioned the possibility of a lecture on the State Parks. I think this would be excellent, and feel
that we might be able to get out a goodly number of college students with such a program. It
would be different, and I'm inclined to agree that it should not be mixed in with the trail aspect of
the program.
Could you air mail or wire Augusta and get this squared away? In so doing, perhaps you could
ask them to let me know by letter or 'phone (Lewiston 4-7160) directly; then, I could incorporate
it into the publicity which we are handling, as you suggested, thru our News Bureau (would you
relay this information on to Miss Stephenson; also tell her that I will expect the posters, etc. and
that we thank her for her suggestion re: the demonstrations. Can say nothing definite here until
we have our next Wednesday meeting.) I’m sorry I overlooked this item, but have been up to my
ears in so many things that I'm not sure whether I'm foot or horseback!
One brief note on Sabbath Day Pond lean-to. The roof has been replaced. Four of the fellows did
it during Spring vacation. We'll have a more detailed report at the MATC meeting.
Kindest regards, and in haste.
April 7, 1951. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I was glad, indeed, to have your letter of April 5, 1951.
The experience of the Exeter boys with the avalanche at Katahdin received much publicity in the
Maine papers. In view of your expressions of interest, I have sent you some items which tell the
entire story. You can return them at your convenience.
I did have a nice note from Mrs. Smith of Philadelphia. We sent to her a list of the Trail
Conference and Maine Appalachian Trail Club publications on the thought that it might acquaint
her with items which she did not know were available.
The new proprietor of Kidney Pond Camps is apparently undertaking an aggressive campaign.
Some of my friends are well acquainted with him. Junior York thought that he was going to run a
boys' camp. That would have been beneficial to the Yorks, who would have obtained, I think,
some of the former clientele. Apparently, however, he is going into the sporting camp business in
a big way - with rates reduced from his predecessor’s charges.
I note that you will be at York's a little earlier than usual.
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Today there were delivered to me the new registration sign for the summit post and the notice to
go on the Cable Bridge. The summit post sign is a matter of experimentation in trying to avoid
the presence of moisture in the wood or in the paper which caused the obscuring of the lettering
with the temperature changes. The cover is lucite. The back is masonite. The person who made
these signs will be very much interested to know if this procedure eliminates the condensation
and moisture problems.
I have thought that since you were going to be at Yorks early, I might just as well send both
signs there. I enclose a copy of a letter which I have written to Junior York so that he will hold
them, and asking if he will take advantage of any opportunity to have the sign put up on the
Cable Bridge. The companion sign for Katahdin Stream Campground we will deliver to Helon
Taylor at the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in May.
As I have told you, the directional signs for the post on the top of Katahdin are being incised by
Charles Pryor in Washington. We are pressing him to complete this long-delayed job. I would
much prefer to use this type than other signs.
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson; Mr. Seymour Smith

April 7, 1951. Myron Avery to Mr. & Mrs. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
Your last letter was most welcome.
I am afraid that we, too, have not been as good correspondents as we should have been during
the winter. However, things are moving on very fast here and it seems more difficult than ever to
keep up with developments.
I am circulating your letter to all your Washington friends, including Miss Park and Miss
Stephenson. There is just too much information contained in it to keep to myself.
First, if you have not obtained the gold chain for the basketball award there will be one coming
forward in the mail very shortly. It may be easier for us to find it down here, apart from the fact
that we would like to have this token of her athletic ability. We all knew how well she could
swim but playing basketball is something else.
If we could ever find the time, I think we would take your letters of the past fifteen years and put
them into a bestseller on the Maine woods. While Mrs. Rich and Mrs. Hamlin have sort of
worked the field over, all of us down here feel that your letters and what you write of are a far
superior product. Perhaps one of these winters when you have less to do you will decide to write
the story of your life in the Maine woods and particularly the last fifteen years at West Carry
Pond Camps.
It hardly seems possible that it has been fifteen years since Helon Taylor told me that there had
been a change in ownership and brought me into the Camps on the trip when we were passing
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through. With all the sightseers going to the Dam I should imagine that your patronage will build
up each year. Probably, too, the annoyances with parties coming in by their own boats to fish and
skim off the benefit of your labors. It is a little surprising that there should be so much tourist
travel to the Dam.
There is very little which we can say in the way of news down here. While Miss Stephenson has
retired, she is busier than ever before in trying to catch up with the matters which she put aside
while she was supposed to be working. She has traded, I think, a paid job for an unpaid job, with
longer hours.
We now have office hours on Saturday, which means less and less time available.
I have heard very little of the Clarks of late. He had said that the demands of his business were
forcing him to curtail all activities and he is traveling a great deal for the S. D. Warren Paper
Company. He did have an old house at South Windham that he was building over, and that is a
full size job in itself.
The person who has taken over the care of the Trail in the area is Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street,
Oakland, Maine. I have passed on to him what you have written about the lumbering on Bog
Brook. I hope that it has not made matters any worse.
All my reports as to Earl Shaffer are second hand. I think he has a job in Pennsylvania and
occasionally a short article by him is published. However, his plan of writing a book and making
a major job out of his trip doesn't seem to have materialized.
I am interested in what you say about the new firewarden's trail on Bigelow being very steep. I
have not seen the relocation on Little Bigelow which, as you know, was cleared last fall so that
that problem is out of the way. I am afraid that it might involve a rather steep climb, too.
That article on the Ledge House was very cleverly written for an eleven-year old boy. We are
going to copy it and I will send you some typed copies. It must look fantastic to see that structure
standing out in the middle of the water.
I certainly hope to get to West Carry Pond this summer. We will have, as you know, a meeting at
Lewiston on May 6th, and we will see Helon Taylor there. He is working very hard and doing an
excellent job at Baxter State Park.
I cannot recall whether my boys were with me at any time at West Carry Pond. The older boy
finishes college this spring and will be married before he goes into the Army. The younger boy
gets through high school this year and will enter college. How long he will stay depends upon the
draft situation. Both boys are over six feet, and very big lads, I would like nothing better than to
get them up to West Carry for a dinner of baked togue.
I hope that when you get back to Camp you will find time to send us another chapter. While they
make us a bit homesick for the view of the lake from the field and the big tree full of the red
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roundwood berries, they are most welcome. I Just hope that things slow up a bit this summer so
that I can be in your neighborhood.
April 8, 1951. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
We have just had a letter from the Storeys at West Carry Pond, which, as usual, is of much
interest. They particularly spoke of their very pleasant contact with you on your trips in the
locality.
The Storeys wrote that there was some private lumbering beyond their line and that the lumber
was dumped at the Bog Brook Bridge. They did not know whether the situation affected the Trail
route or if there had been any cutting around the lean-to. This is another possibility of trouble
and I mention it so that you will have it in mind.
I think we sent you a copy of the letter from Hollingsworth & Whitney which indicated their
uncertainty as to any operations on White Cap. As I get the picture, the Hollingsworth &
Whitney Company has stopped all activities in the area. However, since you are near Waterville
you may find it very easy to make contact and have the latest word at the time of our meeting on
the 6th.
I wrote a little while ago that I hoped your personal situation had stabilized so that you would
feel warranted in assuming an office in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. We will hope to have
definite word ran that score so that we can take the proper action.
In any event, you are definitely planning, I believe, to attend the preliminary session of the
officers which is listed, as I recall, for 9:30 a.m. at the same place where the other meetings are
to be held. If there is any uncertainty as to whether this is the type of meeting which you would
attend, I will resolve that for you by indicating that you most definitely should be there — even
if you feel that your uncertain status continues.
We will hope eventually that it will be adjusted.
Matters are moving on very fast down here now.
April 10, 1950. Bryce McEwen, Vice President, Maine Outing Club, University of Maine,
Orono, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of April 3 in which you asked if we had made definite arrangements for the
showing of the films on Appalachian Trail technique.
I have been home on vacation this week and didn’t receive your letter until this morning. We had
planned to show the films Thursday night the 12 of April.
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Because it is too late for them to reach us by that date, we would rather have them after the new
sections have been added.
We are planning a trail clearing trip the weekend of the 16,19 and 20 of May and would like to
show the films to our group before then. If it is possible for us to have the films for a few days
before May 18 I would appreciate it if you would notify me of the dates.
{Fairfield, Stephenson, Jacobs}
April 12, 1951. Jean Stephenson to Harold J. Dyer, Director, State Parks, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Dyer:
As you knew, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club meeting is to be held in Lewiston on May 6th,
which is on Sunday. The officers meet in the morning. In the afternoon there will be a session
devoted to reports from maintaining groups and a forum on Trail Technique, etc. For the evening
we felt we should have a program that would increase the general knowledge of the group as to
different but related aspects of Maine.
As Publicity Director one of my "jobs” is to complete the details of the program and see that
publicity features are carried out. We have looked over the possibilities and been in
correspondence with M.A.T.C. Director Roy Fairfield who will be in charge of the evening
meeting. He agrees with us here that one of the best subjects we could have is that of the State
Parks. In Myron’s absence and because it comes partly under my assignment anyway, I am
writing directly to you about this possibility becoming a reality. Last year Mr. Hebert and Hatch
came up from Portland and gave us the Tour around some of the Maine Publicity Bureau. It was
very well received.
This year, we would like to ask if you can come over from Augusta and give the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club a talk on the various State Parks, with pictures to the extent that you may
have them. We would leave to your discretion how much you would include about Katahdin, but
I should think the emphasis would be on the other areas, most of which may not be so well
known to Trail Club members.
The meeting would begin about 7:30 P.M., Sunday, May 6th. It would be in Bates College Chase
Hall. The Chairman for the evening is Roy P. Fairfield of the Bates College Faculty, who is also
Director of the Bates Outing Club and one of the Directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Mr. Fairfield is also Chairman of the Committee on Local Arrangements for the M.A.T.C.
meeting. He has made arrangements for the Bates College Publicity Bureau to handle the
publicity for the meeting. They are sending out general press releases and have arranged for
radio announcements, etc. For the evening meeting they are inviting the student body and faculty
and also townspeople of Auburn and Lewiston, so there should be a good audience.
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[Let] me know whether it will be possible for you to do this for us. I certainly hope so, for I
know the group will enjoy it and also that they will learn much about the State Parks that they do
not now know.
I am asking for the air mail reply, as I want to get the program duplicated and mailed out almost
immediately.
As Mr. Fairfield should also know whether you are to be the "feature” of the evening meeting, in
order to arrange for adequate publicity, etc., he asked that you let him know direct, either by
telephoning him (Lewiston 4-7160) or by sending him a copy of your reply to me. His address is
Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House
Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
I am looking forward to being in Maine again, and hope that I will also have the opportunity of
seeing you at that time. Needless to say, we will be most grateful to you if you can come and
bring to our members some of your knowledge of the State Parks.
Copy for Mr. Fairfield:
For any use you may wish to make of it, either in introduction or publicity, you may wish a little
background material on Mr. Dyer.
April 12, 1951. Edmund Ware Smith, Managing Editor, FORD TIMES, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed is a copy of the May FORD TIMES containing the story on Maine Wilderness Sporting
Camps on page 16. Thought you might be interested.
April 14, 1951. Myron Avery to Bryce McEwen, University of Maine Outing Club.
Dear Mr. McEwen:
I have your letter of April 10, 1951, and note that it will be satisfactory to have the Trail reel in
early May.
I am mailing you, under separate cover, a notice of the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club. I trust that the Maine Outing Club will be able to send representatives to the meeting. We
could turn over the reel to your people for immediate showing at Orono. We are anxious to get it
back here as soon as possible after the May 6th meeting to meet other commitments.
We will leave the matter on the basis that you will arrange to have some of your people pick up
the reels on May 6th or will let Professor Fairfield know that no one will be in attendance so that
the reels can be sent to you from Lewiston. On the basis of this information, you can arrange a
showing date at Orono. We would ask that you make it as soon as possible after May 6th.
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When you are finished with the reel, it should be sent to Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, 4811 Overbrook
Road, Washington 16, D.C., by express, with an evaluation of $300.00.
cc: Prof. Roy P. Fairfield; Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs; Miss Jean Stephenson
April 14, 1951. Edgar B. Nixon, The Adirondack Mountain Club, to Roy Fairfield. [Hand
written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I have forwarded your post card to the chairman of our “Winter Activities” Committee who will
send you some copies of the pamphlet you mention.
Possibly equally useful would be an article on winter camping in the November-December issue
(1950) of the Adirondac. I have no extra copies of this issue but you can order some from our
Secretary, Miss Frances Plummer, 54 Lenox Ave., Albany, N.Y.
April 14, 1951.
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC,
AUGUSTA, MAINE
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND THE MEETING OF THE MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, LEWISTON, MAINE, MAY 6TH.
As announced in Memorandum to the Members, March 9, 1951, the 1951 meeting of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., will be held on May 6th, at Lewiston, Maine.
All meetings will be in Chase Hall, Bates College (on Bardwell Street). The afternoon and
evening sessions are open to all interested persons. For hours and details, see enclosed program.
We will be glad to have you invite any who may be interested in the subjects to be discussed, and
to arrange for publicity in your local newspaper.
The 1951 SUPPLEMENT to Guide To The Appalachian Trail In Maine will be distributed.
Additional copies of the enclosed leaflet, prepared in accordance with arrangements at the
October Meeting of the officers, will also be available.
Arrangements have been made for those attending to eat dinner and supper at the College
Commons, provided they have indicated by returning the "Meals Registration" form below, in
advance of the meeting day, that they desire to do so.
We are sure you will enjoy these sessions and ask that you plan to attend both afternoon and
evening meetings.
Very sincerely yours,
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Myron H. Avery, President,
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.,
4531 45th Street, N.W.,
Washington 16, D.C.
__________________________________________________________________
Mr. Roy P. Fairfield,
Chairman of Committee on Local Arrangements,
Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
23 Russell Rouse, Bates College,
Lewiston, Maine.

_________________________1951.

I expect to attend the M.A.T.C. meeting and wish to have luncheon ( ) dinner ( )
(indicate by check which or both) at the Bates College Commons, May 6th, at the usual cost of
such meals.
Name_____________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
April 14, 1951. Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 8th, also your several previous communications some of which I should
have answered sooner, and which I appreciate.
Note your wish that I might participate more extensively in Trail activities. I think it would be
well to see how I make out with my modest section of trail maintenance before taking on further
duties. When I take on an obligation I plan to follow it through, and I don't think I want to extend
myself further at this time. If you wish me to attend the officer's meeting in the morning, I shall
be pleased to do so.
Was in Kingfield last Wednesday, and found still some snow in the woods, and a lot on the
mountains. Too early yet to get in on the trail and assess damage from the wind storms of the
past few months.
Have given several talks using the AT slides, also the Katahdin collection. It is amazing how
little is known about the Trail, and the number of people who have never even heard of it-people who ought to be better posted. I think it would be a good idea if another set of the slides
were made, to be kept here in Maine. In fact, I might even be willing to pay for the cost of a
set myself. There are many groups, such as Exchange Clubs, Lions, Kiwanis, etc., also numerous
sportsmen's groups that could use these two sets of slides and a talk on them as an evening's
entertainment, to the advantage of all concerned. I am willing to put in a reasonable amount of
time in this direction, although there ought to be some way to cover the cost involved, which,
including time, runs into money. Would like to take this up with you later.
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Will check with Hollingsworth & Whitney re the White Cap operations and have the latest word
for our meeting the 6th of May.
The picture of the headworks that Mr. Whipple had in mind was of a sizeable raft, large enough
so that a small shack was built on it for the crew to use for shelter and sleep, also for cooking.
The capstan, of course, was out in the open. If you know of a picture showing the complete
installation, I should like to get a copy, and would be glad to defray the cost of it.
April 15, 1951.
LIST OF
MAINTAINING MEMBERS
of the
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
November 1, 1949
{Insert in Minutes. Copy MATC members. Corrected 4/15/51}
Attwood, Stanley B.
Avery, Myron H.
Bailey, Harold B.
Beach, Bruce
Best, Frederick S.
Blackwell, Herbert S.
Boardman, Mrs. K. S.
Boardman, K. S.
Canham, Percy G.
Childs, H.E.
Chorzempa, Louis
Clark, Mrs. John W.
Clark, John W.
Comey, Arthur C.
Davis, Harry W.
Davis, Lyman
Dorsey, Miss Mary
Dyer, Harold J.
Fairfield, Roy P.
Fox, John P.
Giller, Miss Sadye
Gray, Roy A.
Griscom, Bronson W.
Faulkner, James L.
Hadley, Ben L.
Heard, Osborne 0.
Heitkamp, Fred, Jr

Box 165, Lewiston, Maine
4531 - 45th Street, N. W. Washington, D. C, and
Lubec, Maine
Bates Outing Club, Lewiston, Maine
172 Brooklea Rd., Rosemont, Pennsylvania
Box 37, R.R. #1, Berkeley Heights, N. J,
Stratton, Maine
6539 32nd Place, N. W., Washington, D. C.
6539 32nd Place, N. W., Washington, D. C.
64 Harvard Street, Auburn, Maine
335 Pleasant Street, Rumford, Rhode Island
Box 64, Dryden, Maine
South Windham, Maine
South Windham, Maine
Beaver Pond Rd., Lincoln, Mass.
Monson, Maine
Monson, Maine
2001 Jefferson Street, Wilmington, Delaware
Director of State Parks, Augusta, Maine
23 Russell House, Bates College Lewiston, Maine
440 Richmond Avenue, Maplewood, N. J,
2123 Eye Street, N. W. Washington, D. C.
New Vineyard, Maine
25 THE Place, Glen Cove, N.Y., or Phillips, Maine
Ridlonville, Maine
Supt. Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine
3940 Lowndes Avenue-, Baltimore, Maryland
235 Glenside Avenue, Summit, New Jersey
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Helmke, George
Hooker, Miss Marjorie
Hunt, Gordon
Hutchins, Fred L.
Hutton, Robert 0.
Jackman, A.H., Lt. Col.
Leavitt, Prof. W. H.
Libbey, John E.
Lord, Elwood
MacMullin, R. B.
Martin, George C.
Nutting, Hon. A.D.
Park, Miss Marion
Philbrick, Shailer G.
Pryor, Charles C.
Reeves, Lawson W.
Sawtelle. Clair
Sawyer, Prof. Wm. H.
Schairer, Dr. J. Frank
Schmeckebier, Dr. L.F.
Smart, Lloyd C.
Smith, Seymour R.
Sosman, Dr. R. B.
Stephan, Thekla
Stephenson, Miss Jean
Stobie, Hon. G. J.
Storey, Mrs. Adelaide
Storey, Elwyn E.
Tappan, Sidney N.
Taylor, Helon N.
Taylor, Mark
Thomas, Charles P.
Warner, Charles P.
Whitney, G. Herbert
Wight, Dan
Wilkins, Austin H.
Williams, Mrs. C. W.
Wing, Mr. Viles
Winter, Earland S.

P, 0. Box 47, Gillette, New Jersey
Ingleside Ter., McLean, Virginia
Rangeley, Maine
Stratton, Maine
Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine
1758 Lee Blvd., Falls Church, Va.
University of Maine, Orono, Maine
40 Sheridan Ave., Auburn, Maine
Monson, Maine
8249 Troy Avenue, Niagara Falls, New York
Caratunk, Maine
Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
1228 Eye Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
426 Walnut Road,
Pittsburgh 2, Pennsylvania
3306 Shepherd St.,
Mt. Rainier, Maryland
Box 49, Dryden, Maine
121 High St., Oakland, Maine
Bates College Lewiston, Maine
2801 Upton Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
4401 Dexter Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
Box 713, Watertown, Conn.
117 West Dudley Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
1228 Eye Street, N. W. Washington 5, D, C.
1228 Eye Street, N. W. Washington 5, D, C.
Augusta, Maine
West Carry Pond Camps North New Portland,
Maine
West Carry Pond Camps North New Portland,
Maine
8 Conant Street, Beverly, Mass
Eustis, Maine
1705 Newton St. N. E., Washington, D. C.
6759 Eastern Avenue, Washington, D. C.
764 Rock Street, Fall River, Massachusetts
Lewiston, Maine
656 Prospect Ave., Rumford, Maine
Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
Ednor, Maryland
Flagstaff, Stratton, Maine
Kingfield, Maine
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April 16, 1951. Harold J. Dyer, Director of State Parks, Augusta, Maine, to Jean
Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I have your letter regarding the May 6 meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Chase
Hall, Bates College. I would be very glad to give an illustrated talk on State Parks, using my
collection of kodachromes. My part of the program would last about sixty minutes.
I had been planning to come over to the meeting anyway and of course, I would be glad to add
whatever I can to it.
cc: Roy Fairfield
April 16, 1951. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
You will receive, in due course, the notice for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club meeting. I hope
you will find it possible to attend in your capacity as a private citizen, free from any
responsibility of office, etc.
Roy Fairfield was to get in touch with you with respect to the exhibition of the M.A.C. Photos.
You have, I think, somewhere one of the master '‘Meeting'’ folders of the M.A.T.C. If you were
coming to the meeting, it would be a great convenience if you would bring it with you. We
would like very much to have it.
I hope to see you on May 6.
April 20, 1951. Myron Avery to Honorable A.D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
As you probably will have noted from our literature, we are holding at Lewiston, Maine, on May
6th, a meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I had hoped to be in Augusta prior to that time in order to learn of recent developments relating
to the Maine woods and Baxter State Park prior to the meeting. I find that I am unable to make
arrangements accordingly, so I am writing to ask if you would advise me as to the present status
of the legislation with respect to the road extension in the north end of the Park. If there are other
developments of interest, I would also appreciate your telling me of them.
We have seen in the newspapers the report of the Great Northern Paper Company project, which
will mean a new road along the West Branch.
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We hope, within a couple of months, to have available a much improved Katahdin Region Map
No. 3, based on the aerial photographs of the area.
If there has been issued the 1951 report of the Forestry Department, and the new Directory, I
shall be very much obliged if you will have a copy sent to me.
cc: Robert G. Hutton
April 22, 1951. Louise Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Thank you very much for the chain. I’m sorry I haven’t written to thank you for it before but we
have been away over my school vacation. It is just exactly the color of the basketball and just the
length I wanted.
We went up to the road that goes into camp yesterday and there’s still a little snow in places. We
walked in a way and saw two deer. I don’t think anyone will climb Bigelow for a while yet. It is
still rather white and looks sort of cold. Last Sunday (the 15th) up in Pinkham Notch they had to
run a snow plow. When we went up through a lot of skiers were just leaving their cars and when
we came back there were just two cars that hadn’t gone.
We left a whole dishpan full of food for our eight cats when we left and when we came back it
was all cleaned up. One of the cats came out to meet us but none of the others came for an hour
or two. Only four had come back when I left yesterday afternoon.
We all hope to see you at camp sometime next summer.
Signed,
The Young Champion Fisherwoman of West Carry Pond Camps.
28 April 1951

THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB

We are enclosing herewith several copies of a one-page leaflet, which has been prepared by the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club. An edition of some 5,000 copies of this leaflet has been printed
for gratuitous distribution. The reports received by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club of
experiences of travelers in the Maine woods generally, as well as on The Appalachian Trail, have
indicated that a statement of certain essential factors, which experience would teach each
individual, would be very helpful. The leaflet has accordingly been prepared to set forth in a
brief space matters which, if known by the traveler in the woods, should make for very much
more pleasant travel.
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You will note that we have particularly stressed the danger from fire. It is our hope that this
leaflet will serve to reduce the number of reported casualties of people becoming lost in the
Maine woods and otherwise encountering unfortunate experiences.
We should be glad to have you place this leaflet where it will be available to those who have
interest in the subject matter.
When the supply is exhausted, if you will write to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, care of The
Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, Washington 6, D. C., additional copies
will be sent to you.
April 28, 1951

THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB

TO THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB:
The new leaflet, TO THOSE WHO TRAVEL THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, was
mailed to you with the notice of the meeting at Lewiston. Five thousand copies of this leaflet
were procured, at a cost of $46.00.
Further distribution has now been made, by forwarding the quantities indicated on the attached
list, together with a covering letter, a copy of which is enclosed.
The names indicated by (*) have been asked to announce the issuance of this leaflet in the
publication with which they are connected.
Myron H. Avery
President.
Enclosures – 2
Distribution List for Leaflet, TO THOSE WHO TRAVEL THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
IN MAINE – April 28, 1951.
*Maine Development Commission (Earl Doucette)
*Maine Publicity Bureau, Portland
*Maine Publicity Bureau, Bangor
*Maine Publicity Bureau, Kittery
*Maine Publicity Bureau, New York
*The Pine Cone (Outdoor Editor)
*Gene Letourneau
*Editor, The Sportsmans Guide
Omar Sawyer, Hollingsworth and Whitney
*Editor, the Ad-i-ron-dac
*Prof. Louis Puffer, The Long Trail News
Earle Conant, President, Maine Fish and Game Assoc. (for Officers)
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150
100
100
50
10
50
25
12
6
6
25
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*Mr. and Mrs. Wholley, The Rangeley Record
Russell Gerald, Eastern Gazette, Dexter, Maine
Ben L. Hadley, Acadia National Park
Harold J. Dyer, Director of State Parks
Lawson Reeves
Louis Chorzempa
Clair Sawtelle
Bryce McEwen, Box 42, Hamlin Hall, University of Maine
Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor, Forest Service, Greenville, Maine
George A. Faulkner, Supervisor, Maine Forest Service, Ellsworth, Maine
Robert E. Pendleton, Supervisor, Maine Forest Service, Island Falls, Maine
L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co.
Joseph Bartha
Marion Smith, N.E. Trail Conference
Seymour R. Smith
Sidney N. Tappan
Max H. Sauter
Millinocket Chamber of Commerce
Maine Forest Service
Helon N. Taylor
Mrs. Fred Pitman
Maine Fish & Game Commission
J. Fred Smith, Bangor and Aroostook R.R.
Franklin County Fish & Game Association (Arthur Hatch)
Ovide Thebarge, 123 Holland St., Lewiston, Maine
Edroy Curtis, R.D. #1, Mechanic Falls, Maine
W. H. Hamlin
James A. Cragon
Arch Nichols
*L. L. Bean (with note)
Twin Pine Camps
Rainbow Lake Camps
Antlers Camps
Buck Horn Camps
Yoke Pond Camps
West Branch Pond Camps
Chairback Mountain Camps
Troutdale Camps
Pierce Pond Camps
Sterling Hotel, Caratunk
East Carry Pond Camps
West Carry Pond Camps
Saddleback Lake Camps
Four Ponds Camp Association
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6
50
100
50
50
50
50
25
25
25
25
12
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200
100
300
300
100
12
50
25
25
4
4
4
10
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50
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
50
25
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Camp Bemis
Sunset Camps
Kidney Pond Camps
Togue Pond Camps
Shin Ponds House, Shin Pond P.O., Maine
Newspapers in Maine counties traversed by trail or adjacent thereto (weeklys; one
daily) 8 at 4 each
Sent out with notice of M.A.T.C. meeting (148 persons)
Sent to Lewiston for M.A.T.C. meeting
The A.T.C. office for distribution to purchasers of Maine literature or office
callers
A.T.C. Officers:
Myron H. Avery
Marion Park
J. Ashton Allis
Jean Stephenson
Sadye Giller
Eleanor Pugh Jacobs
Murray H. Stevens
James W. Denton
Florence Nichol
Elizabeth Powell
Dorothy Martin
Margaret Balcom
Mr. and Mrs. Victor A. Howard
John H. Vondell
Roy O. Buchanan
William Burton
Winona George
F. F. Schuetz
R. B. Sosman
Daniel K. Hoch
Charles Hazlehurst
Henry N. Woolman
Ruth Lenderking
Alfred Percy
Frank E. Oglesby
H. A. Haseltine
Robert M. Howes
Rev. A/ Rufus Morgan
L. W. Freeman

25
25
100
100
100
32
184
200
200
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
3,936

April 28, 1951. Myron Avery to Omar Sawyer, Hollingsworth & Whitney, Waterville,
Maine.
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Dear Mr. Sawyer:
This is the leaflet that I referred to in my earlier letter, of which we are distributing 5,000. You
will note the paragraph on fire monitions.
I would be glad to have you pass them to officers of your company who know of the Trail route
on White Cap, to acquaint them with our efforts to spread these monitions.
April 30, 1951. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I sent off, addressed to you, on Friday a, square package via parcel post, which should arrive
well before Saturday. It contains the various supplies, literature, and various other things needed
or which might he needed for the meeting of the M.A.T.C, on May 6th.
I included in it the movie and signal apparatus, as I did not realize that they should be run before
that date. So I am going to have to ask you to open the box when it comes, and take out of it a
square cardboard carton which contains the reels, and an oblong cardboard carton which contains
the signal apparatus. Myron asked me to ask you to be sure to have the reels run before Sunday,
to see that they have not been wound backward, have no breaks, etc. Also please test the signal
apparatus. When I packed the things I was not sure whether there would be slides as well as
movies, and thought I would be on the safe side in sending it. Now I understand the only slides
will be those that Mr. Dyer will bring. He probably has his own signaling equipment but as the
signal apparatus we have is there, you might test it to see that it works and then if he didn't bring
anything, we will have it; unless of course you have all that. I keep forgetting that you probably
have. Most places we send stuff, they have a projector but nothing to signal with. The important
thing is to run the movie, and be sure it is O.K. before Sunday. {Myron Asked especially to be
sure this is done.}
You can leave all the other things just as they are until I get there. I have also sent off, addressed
to you, two carboard boxes (large, flat ones) and a smaller flat one. The first two contain the
various exhibits, etc., and the last the publicity book. Those you need not even open until I
arrive.
Unfortunately, I have to be at a meeting in Boston on Saturday afternoon, so will not arrive in
Lewiston until midnight Saturday night. I will go right to the Hotel DeWitt. However by 9 A.M.
I will be at Chase Hall. May I ask that you have all four boxes at Chase Hall by 9 A.M.? Also, if
you cannot meet me at that time (or even if you can) could you ask one of your young women or
young men to meet me there. If so, I think I can get the exhibits all set up and everything
unpacked by 10:30 A.M., when the officers’ meeting starts. If the person meeting me is the one
in charge of registration, etc., I can show them what literature we will have to give out free, etc.,
to those who register, and then they can take charge of that.
P.S. I will be at Hotel Bellevue, Boston, Thursday night to Saturday morning.
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April, 1951.

1951 SUPPLEMENT TO MAINE GUIDEBOOK

PUBLICATIONS
This 1951 SUPPLEMENT is accumulative to and does not supersede either the 1949 or the 1950
SUPPLEMENT. (The 1949 SUPPLEMENT supersedes all prior SUPPLEMENTS.) All
SUPPLEMENTS are mailed to purchasers of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, whose addresses are registered with The Appalachian Trail Conference and who
returned the slip forwarded with the 1950 SUPPLEMENT.
The I949 SUPPLEMENT (pages 3 to 6, inclusive) lists all the revised pages of the Guidebook.
Their insertion will make currently correct the Fourth Edition of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
There were issued in 1950 three revised maps. These are: Map No. 4, Katahdin to East Branch of
Pleasant River (two-color; 35 cents); Map No. 3, Katahdin Region (35 cents); and Map No. 2,
The Traveler (15 cents).
By reason of the availability of aerial photographs, it has been found possible to make substantial
improvement in Map No. 3 of the Katahdin Region. This will be again issued as a new map
during 1951 in its preliminary one-color format. The availability of the aerial photographs will
make for a very accurate record of the topography of this extensive area. Due announcement will
be made of the availability of the revised Katahdin Region map. It will be substituted for the old
map in copies of the Katahdin Section of the Maine Guide which are sold after its appearance.
There was also issued during 1950 a revision of the KATAHDIN SECTION GUIDE. This
revision supersedes Chapters 4 and 5 (pages 48 to 171, inclusive) of the Fourth Edition of the
GUIDE. The KATAHDIN SECTION, with an index and with Maps Nos. 2 and 3, can be
obtained from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N. W., Washington 6,
D. C., ($1.25). It should be substituted for pages 148 to 171, inclusive, of the Fourth Edition.
{Copy Stephenson, Safe}

TRAIL CONDITIONS

All the Appalachian Trail in Maine was recleared during 1950 with the following exceptions:
Moxie Pond to East Carry Pond and White cap Mtn. to Yoke Ponds.
Additional sponsors have undertaken maintenance of section of the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
as follows:
Blazing Arrow Hi-Y Club, Old Town, Maine
Narraganset Chapter, Appalachian Mountain
Club
University of Maine Outing Club, Orono,
Maine

Long Pond to Bodfish Farm
Bodfish Farm to Blanchard
Blanchard to Moxie Pond
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Buckfield Boy Scouts, under direction of
Floyd Flagg
Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts
Franklin County Fish & Game Association

Part of Section 17 (Mt. Bigelow)
West Peak, Mt. Bigelow to Bigelow Village
Part of Section 18 (Bigelow village to
Orbeton Stream)

As a result of intensive trail and publicity programs, considerable improvement has been effected
in the condition of the Trail in Maine.
SIDE TRAILS
The Gulf Hagas Trail has been intensively repainted and re-signed with a view of emphasizing
the side trails to outlooks and spur trails, which might otherwise be overlooked. The Joe Mary
Mountain Trail has also been repainted. The Bates Outing Club’s C-Pond Bluff Trail has been
scheduled for reclearing in 1951.
TRAIL RELOCATIONS
The Trail on the south slope of White Cap Mtn. has been relocated to follow the firewarden's
trail and telephone line all the way down White Brook and then west along the Pleasant River
Road. The right turn at 8.86 m. (page 210, North to South) as far as 10.36 m. on the former route,
has been obliterated. The change has been marked by white paint blazes and board signs. While
it constitutes an extension of 1.5 m. in the mileage of Section 9, Forest Service maintenance of
the relocation will make for an improved route.
All travelers from West Branch Ponds to Long Pond should note that the distance is now 14.84
m. and be guided accordingly. Arrangements for staying with the firewarden at White Cap will
divide the traverse.
1. White Cap Mountain
The Hollingsworth and Whitney Company lumber operations, eventually scheduled to extend
across the north slope of White Cap, have not reached the area. Travelers in this section should
make inquiry, however.
2. Barren-Chairback Range
Here (Section 9) there has been necessitated a major change in route. The accumulated
difficulties, due to lumbering, blowdowns of uncut trees and the devastation caused by the
bronze birch borer, have produced difficulty of travel and maintenance beyond the abilities of
volunteer maintaining organizations. To avoid a break in the thru trail, it has been necessary to
paint-blaze a detour on the north slope of Fourth and Barren Mountains. The new route is
marked by paint blazes and the connection with the former trail along the crest of Fourth and
Barren Mountains has been broken. From Long Pond the existing route has been continued to
6.65 m. (North to South). Here the former blue-blazed trail to the Chairback Mountain Camps
has been converted into The Appalachian Trail, for a distance of 1.22 m., to where the former
blue-blazed trail (now painted white) meets the Seaboard Tote-road. From this point the Toteroad (somewhat overgrown for 1.2 m.) is followed, with little change in elevation, along the
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north elope of the Barren-Chairback Range. It crosses the obliterated aide trail to Mountain View
Camps (10.68 m.), Long Pond Stream at 11.81 m., the Seaboard Depot Camps on Mink Brook at
13. M. and rejoins The Appalachian Trail where it formerly came in from Long Pond Stream.
The result of this detour is to change the length of Section 9 from 16.96 m. to l6.41 m. and to
eliminate the extreme difficulty in traveling the present route.
Mountain View Camps (formerly Dore's) are closed. The 3.3 m.-side trail from these Camps to
The Appalachian Trail on the elope of Barren has been abandoned because of its obliteration by
lumber operations.
The former Appalachian Trail on Barren, as far north as Dore’s side trail, was cleared in 1950.
The south slope of Fourth Mountain presents no difficulty since it has not been cut. The major
difficulty is between Fourth Mountain and the former blue-blazed side trail to Perham's. Parties,
properly equipped with sufficient supplies and time, may find it of interest to traverse the former
A.T. route on the crest because of the vestiges of uncut forest remaining. The difficulty should
not be underestimated. It is the hope of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club eventually to restore
the Trail on the Barren-Chairback Range to its original location. At the present time the official
trail route detours Fourth and Barren Mountains. The two-mile section, between West Chairback
Pond and the former Perham's blue-blazed side trail, is difficult of travel by reason of down
timber but can be readily followed.
The Maine Forest Service in the fall of 1950 erected a fire tower on Barren Mtn. The trail to the
tower commences at the St. Regis Depot Camps on Mink Brook. The firewarden's cabin is at the
west end of Cloud Pond.
3. Mt. Bigelow
The relocation at the east base of Little Bigelow Mtn. has been blazed, cleared and is now
standard trail. The new route skirts the flowage and rejoins The Appalachian Trail on the summit
of Little Bigelow. The former length of Section 17 (17.05 m.) has now become 20.22 m., by
reason of this relocation.
NESOWADNEHUNK CABLE BRIDGE
This bridge was restored on June 7, 1950. It was completely rebuilt, with the exception of the
towers. (See September, 1950 Appalachian Trailway News.) Problems in connection with
crossing the Penobscot West Branch have thus been completely eliminated.
MAPS
The U.S. Geological Survey will issue in 1952 the new Sebec Lake and Greenville Quadrangles.
These will cover The Appalachian Trail route from the West Branch of the Pleasant River to a
short distance west of Blanchard. They can be obtained from the Division of Distribution, U. S.
Geological Survey, Washington 25, D. C. (20 cents each). Work on the Millinocket and Norcross
Quadrangles will be continued by the U. S. Geological Survey in 1951.
Quadrangles, covering the area between Nahmakanta Lake and White Cap Mountain, should be
available in 1952, as soon as the preliminary field work has been accomplished.
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CAMPSITES
A complete chain of approved campsites for The Appalachian Trail in Maine has now been
accomplished. See list appearing at pages 21-22 (Third Revision, 1948) of MAINE GUIDE.
The following supplemental campsites have been approved:
19.0 m.
39.76 m.
50.86 m.
60.26 m.
68.61 m.

Rainbow Lake Lean-to (at Big Spring)
Potaywadjo Spring Campsite
Cooper Brook Falls Campsite
East Branch Tote-road Campsite
Junction of Trail to West Branch Camps and White Cap (Campsite).

The sites of the destroyed lean-tos serve as public campsites. Each campsite is equipped with a
cleared tent space, rough fireplace, spring or lake water, and blue-blazed trails to a rough latrine
and tin can dump.
New Rainbow Lake Lean-to
By reason of vandalism and misuse by casual fishermen, considerable difficulty has been
experienced with the Rainbow Lake Dam Lean-to. Accordingly, the structure was torn down in
the fall of 1950 and a new lean-to erected close to the shore at Big Spring, 1.6 m. north of
Rainbow Lake Dam. The new Rainbow Lake Lean-to is 19 m. from Katahdin.
Reports reached the Conference that the East Carry Pond Lean-to had been burned in 1949. Earl
V. Shaffer reports "someone must have let a big fire get out of control and the right-hand corner,
facing the lake, has been badly damaged". Otherwise the structure is intact.
The loss of three lean-tos in Maine (Hunt Spur, Penobscot West Brunch and Moxie Pond Leantos) constitutes a staggering fire loss. (Only one other lean-to (North Carolina) has been lost by
fire.) It is thought that casual hunters and fishermen have been the culprits but the situation
constitutes a most serious monition.
Monitions
The January, 1951, issue of Appalachian Trailway News stresses the reported unfortunate
experiences of travelers who have underestimated the difficulty of the traverse from Katahdin to
the Rainbow Lake Lean-to. All those who commence at Katahdin their travel on The
Appalachian Trail in Maine should obtain this item. As a succinct warning against the
unfortunate experience of traveling with heavy packs, in poor physical condition, or with
inadequate time, there has been posted at Katahdin Stream and at the Nesowadnehunk Cable
Bridge the following warning:
"NOTE FOR TRAVELERS ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
“While the distance from the Penobscot West Branch to the Rainbow Lake Lean-to is now only
8,7 miles, its traverse involves very considerable climbing over rough terrain. The extent of
exertion required should be fully appreciated. Travelers carrying heavy packs or who start from
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Katahdin Stream campground are advised to camp at the Penobscot West Branch Campsite
(upstream). Traveling with insufficient time or in bad weather or heavily laden will detract
greatly from the pleasure of the trip.
"This monition has been placed here to enable Trail travelers to avoid an unsatisfactory
beginning of an extended trip.
"The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc."
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
The 1950 SUPPLEMENT lists the officials of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Its next annual
meeting will be held in May, 1951. The meeting will commence at 1:30 p.m., at Chase Hall,
Bates College, Lewiston, Maine. All persons interested in The Appalachian Trail in Maine are
invited to attend.
An application blank for membership in the M.A.T.C. can be obtained on inquiry to M.A.T.C.
Publicity Director Jean Stephenson, 1229 Eye Street, N. W., (Conard Apts.),
Washington, D. C.
M.A.T.C. Lecture
There has been prepared a lantern slide lecture for The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The lecture
consists of one hundred kodachrome slides--with accompanying lecture text. Payment of express
charges (valuation $300.00) in both directions and use of a forced draft projector are
requirements for obtaining use of the lecture. Inquiry should be sent to The Appalachian Trail
Conference Slide Custodian. Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, 4811 0verlook Road, Washington 16, D. C.
KATAHDIN
Conditions at Katahdin are reported in the 213-page KATAHDIN REPRINT, issued by the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club in 1950. Baxter State Park Supervisor Dyer became Director of
Maine State Parks in May. 1950. The new Supervisor is M.A.T.C. Director Helon N. Taylor.
Box 488, Millinocket, Maine.
Supervisor Taylor has proceeded most energetically with proposed developments in the Katahdin
area. The Roaring Brook Campground has been completed. In addition to the parking space,
rangers cabin and tent sites, six lean-tos were constructed.
Work has also begun on the Campground authorized by the Legislature in the northern part of
Baxter State Park. This Campground is to be located at the outlet of South Branch Ponds. During
the late fall of 1950, Supervisor Taylor completed a 2-1/2 mile graveled road from the Grand
Lake Road, at the "crossing", to South Branch Ponds. Work on the Campground will commence
in 1951. The degree to which it will be completed depends upon the extent of restrictions on
construction.
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In 1950 a ranger was stationed at Russell Pond. One of the old Tracey Camps was converted into
a bunkhouse with accommodations for six. The ranger recleared the trail to Wassataquoik Lake
and on the Wassataquoik South Branch.
Further road development in the Katahdin area is underway. A graveled road was constructed
from Trout Brook Farm to the north shore of Second Lake. There was introduced into the
legislature, by Senator Ward, a bill to appropriate $25,000 to connect the terminus of the Grand
Lake Road at McCarty Camp with the Millinocket-Greenville Road. Fifteen miles of
construction would be required. Ex-Governor Baxter, in support of the road project, agreed to
pay one-half the cost if the State authorized the project. This connection would result in a
complete road encirclement of the Katahdin area. It is anticipated that the fees for the facilities at
the various Katahdin Campgrounds will be increased during 1951.
May 2, 1951. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I find I will not have to stay in Boston Saturday, so am coming on to Lewiston by the Saturday
morning train, arriving at Lewiston about 1 P.M. I will go to the Hotel DeWitt and get lunch and
will then telephone you.
If Chase Hall is available Saturday afternoon or evening, I suggest that you have all the various
boxes brought over and I can get things out and put up that afternoon or evening, and so save the
rush on Sunday morning.
By the way, I sent a package addressed to Myron in your care. As the post office said it would,
not arrive until Saturday, it is coming special delivery. It should come over to Chase Hall with
the rest of the stuff.
Undated letter from Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Ten extra sets of ''literature" are being sent you, as you may wish to use them to invite someone
we don't know about here. To help avoid too much duplication, the following is a list of those in
your immediate area to whom notices have gone direct:
Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston
Harold G. Bailey, Lewiston (By the way, he has never changed his address and his mail doesn't
come back, but is he still with the Bates Outing Club? I must ask about this when I see you.)
Percy G. Canharn, Auburn
John E. Libbey, Auburn
Clair Sawtelle, Oakland
G. Herbert Whitney, Lewiston
Harry Brook, Ocean Park, Maine
Edroy Curtis, Mechanic Falls
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Edith Curtis, Qrono
Merle Jordan, Old Town
Carleton Merrill, Auburn
Mrs. Inez Pulsifer, Auburn
Elmer A. Shaw, Auburn
Oswald Sarsam. Auburn
Ovide Thebarge, Lewiston
Mercy Barnes , Westbrook Junior College
Clair Barry “
“
Helen Johnson “
“
Mary Mathes “
“
Vivian Wilson “
“
Phillip McWilliams, Lewiston
Arthur C. Manning, Auburn
Gene Letourneau, Waterville
I will try to get the “exhibits” off next week, early. Also, unless the Appalachia meeting in
Boston is on May 5, I will come up to Lewiston early, arriving Friday night so that Saturday I
can help you get the exhibit, etc. set up. But if the meeting is on Saturday I will probably have to
stay in Boston for it, so will not get in until late Saturday night. I will let you know in advance
which it will be. I will be at the Hotel DeWitt as usual in either case.
May 2, 1951. O. A. Sawyer, Hollingsworth & Whitney, Waterville, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
This acknowledges yours of the 28th ult. with enclosures as mentioned in your letter, for which
we thank you. We will pass these along to others interested.
May 4, 1951. Harold J. Dyer, Director of State Parks, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
In reply to your letter of May 1, I will bring my own equipment for projection.
Sorry I couldn’t get word to you earlier.
PROGRAM
1951 MEETING OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
May 6, 1951
10:30 a.m. …..Meeting of Officers and Directors.
*
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1:30 p.m……. Public Meeting of The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc,
Chase Hall, Bates College.
1:30

Reports of officers—
President
Treasurer
Assistant Supervisor of Trails
Directors
Publicity Director

Myron H. Avery
Marion Park
Louis Chorzempa
Roy P. Fairfield
Lawson W. Reeves
Jean Stephenson

Reports of Maintaining Groups
2:45

Developments in Baxter State Park

Helon N. Taylor

3:00

Showing of motion picture on Trail Technique

3:45

Demonstration and exhibits of Trail clearing and marking

4:30

Open Forum Discussion on Trail matters
EVENING

Chase Hall

Roy P. Fairfield, Presiding

7:30

State Parks of Maine. Harold J. Dyer, Director of State Parks
EXHIBITS

Unique collection of Photographs of Mountains of Maine, prepared for the Maine Alpine Club
by Stanley B. Attwood.
Posters giving information about The Appalachian Trail, the Appalachian Trail Conference, and
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Trail Clearing and Marking Equipment,

-----The afternoon and evening sessions are public meetings. All those interested in The Appalachian
Trail are cordially invited to attend.
Please register, indicating your address, and organization, if any.
Literature descriptive of the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club can be obtained at
the Registration Desk.
Lunch and dinner may be obtained at Bates College Dining Halls by those returning in advance
the “Meals Registration" slip attached to Notice of the Meeting.
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL CLUB
Held at Lewiston, Maine, 10:30 A.M., May 6, 1951
Present: President, Myron H, Avery; Directors, Roy P, Fairfield, Lawson W, Reeves, Helon N.
Taylor; Assistant Overseer of Trails, Louis Chorzempa; Publicity Director, Jean Stephenson;
Clair Sawtelle,
The President stated that the meeting was to be an informal one, primarily to discuss plans for
taking care of sections needing work this summer, and that the situation in western Maine was
well in hand, but that eastern Maine had several spots requiring attention. Someone was needed
to cover the Trail from the Penobscot West Branch to Yoke Ponds, clearing away limbs from
blowdowns and generally opening up the Trail where blowdowns had occurred. Particularly, the
section from Yoke Ponds to White Cap should be worked, From Moxie Pond to the road west of
Pleasant Pond Mountain would also need attention.
Mr. Sawtelle stated that his situation was such that he would not be able to carry out the tentative
arrangement to lead a work trip in the Yoke Ponds-Third West Branch area in June, but that he
would look into the matter and see if later in the season he might get several men together for a
trip there. Discussion brought out the fact that at least four or five days would be needed.
Mr. Taylor reported that the toll dam on Nesowadnehunk Stream was in bad shape and that
probably the Great Northern would blow it sometime during the summer. However, he had
discussed this problem with Junior York and, if and when the dam was destroyed, he would have
a footbridge built across the stream slightly farther down, thus providing a crossing for the Trail.
Mr. Chorzempa reported on the Sugarloaf Ski Trail, saying that only the first few hundred yards
of the access road coincided with the Trail; that volunteers had been working on building the ski
trail but that the plans as announced in the papers had not progressed too far. Mr. Reeves
mentioned that some of the financial problems would need be overcome before there would be
any further likelihood of interference with the Trail surroundings.
Mr. Avery referred to the "Precaution” sheet recently issued by the Club. It was agreed that it
was a step in the right direction and should have wide distribution. Mr. Reeves suggested that a
supply be sent to Sanders store in Greenville.
Mr. Avery called attention to the new Highway Crossing signs. He stated that a supply was
available and asked each Director to take those needed for his area.
Mr. Reeves stated that he had a typed report to present at the general meeting, but asked whether
any progress had been made in locating the D. A. R. Chapter that had erected the marker on Mt.
Bigelow. Miss Stephenson stated the matter was under investigation and asked where, in the
opinion of those present, the marker should be now placed. The logical place was the summit,
but in view of the weight of this marker, that was probably impracticable. Mr. Taylor suggested
that The Appalachian Trail crossing of the Long Falls Dam Road would be appropriate.
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Mr. Chorzempa gave a detailed account of the condition of the Trail in western Maine.
Mr. Sawtelle suggested that a duplicate set of the Maine slide collection be made and kept in
Maine for general use. Miss Stephenson said she had discussed this with the Slides Custodian
and that the cost would prevent such action just now but that steps would be taken to prepare a
duplicate collection as rapidly as possible. Mr. Sawtelle stated that he had shown the collection
before many groups and would continue to do so whenever it was available.
The need for organization of maintaining groups in eastern Maine was emphasized. Miss
Stephenson mentioned that Mr. Gerould, Publisher of the Eastern Gazette, of Dexter, had
indicated an interest. Mr. Sawtelle is to see him and see whether some impetus can be given to
such a movement there.
Mr. Fairfield suggested that in future years the meeting be held April 1 or 15, so as not to take up
a weekend which could be devoted to Trail work. He told of the relocations on the B.O.C.
section and the re-roofing of Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to.
After further informal discussion, the meeting recessed.
----Following the general Club meeting, the officers re-convened.
The President called attention to the fact that the Secretary, Stanley B, Attwood, had been
obliged, because of the state of his health, to relinquish all offices, and had therefore resigned. It
was felt that the Secretary should be someone who was resident in Maine. As at the moment
there was no one available who had the time, facilities, and qualifications for this office and as it
would be duly filled by election next year, it was decided not to fill the vacancy at present. Mail
will be forwarded from Augusta to Washington, where it will be cared for by the President,
Treasurer, Publicity Director, or by the secretarial staff of the Appalachian Trail Conference, as
appropriate.
The President also announced that Dr. Will H. Sawyer, Jr., who had been a Director for many
years, had felt it necessary to resign, as he would be unable because of pressure of other matters,
to do any active work and he felt that there was need for a director who could participate actively
in the affairs of the Club. Mr. Reeves moved that a vote of thanks and of appreciation for his past
services be extended to Dr. Sawyer, and that his resignation be accepted with regret. This was
seconded and carried. It was then moved by Miss Stephenson and seconded by Mr. Fairfield that
Mr. Clair Sawtelle of Oakland be elected director. This was carried.
Mention was made of the fact that the office of Overseer of Trails was vacant. It was the
concensus of opinion [sic] that the President should continue to handle the overall coordination
of Trail work until a suitable person with sufficient time could be found for this office. Mr.
Reeves referred to the demonstration, during the past year, of the value of having Assistant
Supervisors for the various areas, western, central, and eastern, and urged that effort be made to
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find someone who could do for central and eastern Maine what was being done by Louis
Chorzempa for western Maine. The meeting then adjourned.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
held at Bates College, Lewiston, Maine. 1:30 P.M., Sunday. May 6th, 1951.
The President, Myron H, Avery, opened the meeting and introduced the Chairman of Local
Arrangements, Roy P. Fairfield, of Bates College, who made various announcements.
The President then presented a report, copy of which is filed herewith.
The President announced that the Treasurer, Miss Marion Park, who was detained in
Washington, had sent a report, which was reported by Miss Stephenson. A copy is filed
herewith.
Reports on Trail conditions were next on the program. The Assistant Overseer of Trails for
western Maine, Louis Chorzempa, reported on each section. The substance of his report appears
in the Report of Trail Conditions, published in the May 1951 issue of APPALACHIAN
TRAILWAY NEWS, copy of which is filed herewith.
Director Roy P. Fairfield, who is also Director of the Bates Outing Club, introduced Robert
Crandall of Schenectady, N.Y. of the B.O.C,, who gave a graphic account of the difficulties
encountered in taking in material to repair Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to. He reported that in spite
of these difficulties, the new roof had been put on and other repairs made.
Director Lawson W. Reeves presented a written report, copy of which is filed herewith.
Mr. Sawtelle, who maintains the section from East Carry Pond to Long Falls Dam Road,
reported on its condition, and then described his activities during the past winter in showing the
slide collections, both of Maine and of Katahdin, before numerous groups throughout the state.
Floyd Flagg of Buckfield told of his plans for maintaining the Trail from Long Falls Dam Road
to Bigelow Firetower with his troop of Boy Scouts.
Announcement was made that Edroy Curtis, who is leader of the Explorer Scouts maintaining
the Trail from Bigelow Firetower to Bigelow Village, was assisting in controlling a forest fire
and so was unable to be present. However, Scoutmaster William Scanlan represented him and
made a brief report. Since the trip on Bigelow last fall, the Explorer Scouts had worked also on
the Trail near Grafton Notch. It was their intention to do all that was necessary on Bigelow.
Mr. Ovid Theberge spoke in a double capacity, as Trails Chairman for the Maine Alpine Club
and as Boy Scout Commissioner. In the first capacity, he stated that the Maine Alpine Club
members and the Scouts would keep the Baldpate-Grafton Notch section clear. In the second
capacity, he referred to the various plans of work by the several groups of Scouts (Buckfield,
Explorer of Mechanic Falls, and Lewiston-Auburn). He and Mr. Chester Morrill, Assistant
Commissioner, are-formulating plans, with the scoutmasters and adult leaders, to use the
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maintenance of the Trail as a means of furthering Boy Scout work along the lines of conservation
and self reliance, and at the same time give the boys an opportunity to gain practical experience
in camping and woodcraft.
Mr. Arthur Hatch was introduced as representing the Franklin County Fish and Game
Association, the first of such groups to participate officially in Trail maintenance. He said that he
was planning necessary trips to their area this spring.
Mr. Percy Canham, of the Maine Alpine Club, referred to the splendid work being done by the
Scouts under the direction of Mr. Theberge. It may well be that the procedures being evolved
will set the pattern for similar work by Scouts elsewhere in the country.
Mr. Bryce McEwen of the University of Maine Outing Club then reported on the work trip of
that group last spring. They went in nine miles from Blanchard and had cleared to Bald
Mountain Pond. From that point west, the Trail had been cleared by the firewardens. So last year,
it had been cleared throughout. The Club expected to have a trip this spring and would see that
the entire section was cleared. President Avery referred to the Maine A.T.C. trip on the west
slope last August, mentioning the need for mowing through the former fire-killed area each year,
and that at that time the section was painted from Moxie Bald Campsite to Troutdale Camps.
Director Helon N. Taylor was then introduced in his capacity of Supervisor of Baxter State Park,
and spoke of developments in that area. The Roaring Brook Campground will be open for use at
the beginning of the season. The South Branch Ponds Campground is progressing; some of the
lean-tos will be ready by June 15th, and ultimately there will be 12 there. The road here has been
completed. Katahdin Stream Campground will be operated as usual. The Governor has signed
the Act of the Legislature appropriating $12,500 to match a similar sum donated by former
Governor Percival P. Baxter to build another road on the west side of the Park. It will leave the
road at Nesowadnehuhk Lake and join the extension of the Grand Lake Road at McCarty Camp.
It has not been definitely decided whether it will go via Camp Phoenix or between Center and
Strickland Mountains, but probably the latter. Work is to begin by the Highway Department as
soon as the frost is out of the ground.
Mr. Harold J. Dyer, Director of State Parks, was introduced and spoke briefly on his association
with the Trail.
Mr. William Whitman, of the Maine Forestry Department, was introduced and extended the
greeting of Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting.
The Publicity Director, Jean Stephenson, reported that during the year ten articles had appeared
which she had furnished the papers and magazines, that two press releases prepared by her had
appeared in several of the weekly newspapers (as copies were not furnished there is no way of
knowing how many used them, but at least five of the twenty did), and that two articles prepared
by her had been released to 400 newspapers through the Maine Development Commission,
which were used in papers in San Francisco, Chicago, Cleveland, Denver, New York, and
probably others not reported. Clippings have been received of nine articles prepared by others.
She mentioned that there were available clippings showing that Director Lawson W. Reeves had
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shown the slides and talked before half a dozen groups and urged that anyone giving a talk which
was noticed in the newspapers, send a clipping to her for the Publicity Record Book. She called
attention to the elaborate book on exhibition at the end of the hall, which was prepared for the
State of Maine Information Center at Kittery, where it will be on display after the opening of that
Center on June 4.
Following a brief recess, during which those present examined the maps and other exhibits, the
motion picture on Trail Clearing Technique was shown, with the running descriptions given by
President Avery.
A demonstration of use of Trail Clearing tools was staged by members of the Bates Outing Club,
using actual logs and branches brought from the woods for this purpose. Painting technique was
shown; use of pruning shears, weeder, cross cut and pulp saw, etc., graphically demonstrated.
Those participating in this exhibition were: Doris Hardy, Polly Black, Joan Seear, Robert
Crandall, James Welsh, Richard Packard, Covert Bailey, and Frank Hine.
On behalf of the Committee appointed by the President to prepare resolutions, Clair Sawtelle
presented the following Resolution:
WHEREAS, The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has, through the courtesy of Bates College,
acting through the Bates Outing Club, had the privilege of holding its annual meeting at Bates
College, and
WHEREAS, the arrangements and facilities of Chase Hall, placed at the disposal of the Club, are
such that smooth and easy functioning of the meeting was greatly facilitated, and
WHEREAS, the privilege extended to those attending of having meals at the College Commons
in Chase Hall proved a decided convenience, and
WHEREAS, the excellent publicity for the meeting handled by the Bates College staff
undoubtedly contributed to the large attendance, and
WHEREAS the meticulous care and attention to the details of the meeting, such as registration,
exhibits, demonstration of technique, etc., by members of the Bates Outing Club greatly relieved
the burden on the officers and contributed materially to the success of the meeting,
NOW THEREFORE,
BE IT RESOLVED, That the Maine Appalachian Trail Club formally express to the officers of
Bates College and of the Bates Outing Club, and to the individual members of that Club who
took part in the work, its deep appreciation of the many courtesies extended to it, and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this Resolution be included in the minutes of the
meeting and be furnished to Bates College and to the Bates Outing Club.
This was unanimously passed.
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At the evening session, Mr. Fairfield called the meeting to order and introduced the speaker, Mr.
Harold J. Dyer, Director of State Parks. Mr. Dyer gave a most interesting “conducted tour” of the
State Parks of Maine, illustrated by a remarkable collection of kodachrome slides. The audience,
of some 125 persons, displayed deep interest and subsequently asked numerous questions in
connection with some of the parks.
The meeting then adjourned.
Jean Stephenson,
Secretary pro tem.
***
During the entire meeting, there were on exhibition in the hall —
17 posters depicting various phases of The Appalachian Trail, the Trail in Maine in
particular, and the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
The large exhibit book to be placed in the State of Maine Information Center at Kittery.
Maps of The Katahdin Region and Katahdin to East Branch of Pleasant River.
Preliminary drawings, with facilities to indicate corrections, of the maps from Bodfish
Farm westward.
Trail tools.
Trail signs — (l) Usual board signs, (2) “routed” signs for Katahdin, (3) special aluminum sign
warning against heavy packs, etc.
The Maine Alpine Club's famous collection of mounted photographs.
At every recess these exhibits held the attention of those present and were a decided feature of
the meeting.
Each person registering was given a copy of
The Appalachian Trail .(A.T.C. Publication No. 17)
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club descriptive leaflet and list of publications on Maine
section of Trail.
The green "Precaution" leaflet recently issued.
REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
of the
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
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At the Club's 1950 meeting, there was considerable discussion of major problems which had to
be resolved in order to have once again a continuous Appalachian Trail across the State of
Maine.
The most serious problem was the loss of the means of crossing the Penobscot West Branch
when a portion of the Cable Bridge gave way. The accomplishment of the repairs has exceeded
our expectations. The Maine Highway Department undertook the repair work. The Great
Northern Paper Company made a substantial contribution. The Trail Club considered it a
situation warranting use of some $500 of the Walter D. Greene Memorial Trail Fund. As a result,
in June last year, the Penobscot West Branch Cable Bridge was restored to use and a serious
difficulty overcome.
The second problem was in the western part of the State, due to the Lake Flagstaff flowage at the
east base of Mt. Bigelow. Club Director Helon Taylor had located the new route in the winter of
1949-50. Louis Chorzempa and Lawson Reeves also worked on the project. The Central Maine
Power Company contributed $100.00, which was utilized in employing local labor to do the
actual construction work. Thus, the second gap in the Trail was eliminated.
There have been very substantial additions to our group of maintaining organizations. Western
Maine is now very well covered. Our need is in the east section, in the delightful area between
Katahdin and Long Pond.
Reports indicate that we were fortunate in one respect. While the 1938 hurricane had inflicted a
heavy toll on the Maine woods and interrupted, just a year after its completion, the finished
through Trail, the 1950 Thanksgiving Day storm did little damage to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine, although the rest of New England suffered heavily.
I am not going to take the time to review last year's Trail work program, which was very
energetically conducted. I will rather indicate the sections which were not worked over. There
were two. One is from the Kennebec River to West Carry Pond. The other is from Yoke Ponds to
White Cap. This last is a section which requires checking. The problem is complicated by the
possibility that lumbering, the bane of the trail maintainers' existence, may extend across the
north slope of White Cap.
The KATAHDIN REPRINT and the KATAHDIN REGION MAP, which were issued last year,
have had an excellent sale. Aerial photographs of the region have since become available and we
have re-drawn the KATAHDIN REGION MAP with the expectation of having printed, in the
near future, an improved map of the extensive terrain between the Penobscot East and West
Branches.
The Club Officers held an informal meeting last fall at Lewiston. At that time, considerable
attention was devoted to the problem of reaching individuals who seemed to undertake trail
travel in Maine with inadequate equipment and without knowledge of the difficulties confronting
them, the necessity for proper equipment, etc. The officers concluded that the Club could
perform a very useful function by preparing and distributing a leaflet containing basic monitions.
This leaflet was a part of the literature furnished to you on registration. The thought is to place
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this where it will be available to persons who do not have the benefit of Trail Club publications
and thus are without the experience which the member of an organized club acquires in due
course. An edition of some 5,000 of this publication has been prepared for gratuitous
distribution.
One major improvement has been made. The lean-to at Rainbow Lake suffered extreme
vandalism from casual fishermen. It had become a complete nuisance. Through the cooperation
of the proprietor of Rainbow Lake Camps the old structure was torn down and a new lean-to
rebuilt near the Camps. It is far enough away from the Dam so as to have, we think, no attraction
as a fishing base and yet is within 100 feet of the shore of the lake. The damage and vandalism
which these structures receive is a disillusioning aspect of the effort to provide accommodations
at localities which have attractive features, such as at lakes, etc. We have learned that a lean-to,
to be respected and well-treated, has to be at a locality where hunters and fishermen do not pass.
In order to eliminate problems arising from the Maine Guide laws, arrangements were made with
the Forest Service to designate additional public campsites which have the same status as leantos. Thus, there is now a continuous chain of either lean-tos or campsites across the state.
There were many other developments, such as minor changes of route in the Barren-Chairback
areas, which are set forth in the 1951 SUPPLEMENT to the Maine Guide. Other developments
and improvements will be indicated in the reports of those who maintain the several sections.
We are approaching once again very critical days. Matters move on at a faster pace. We have
less and less time for these recreational activities which are of so much pleasure to us. The
distance of sections of trail in Maine makes the maintenance problem a serious one in times of
curtailment. The next few years may restrict very materially our ability to maintain the
Appalachian Trail across Maine to the standard which would make it the finest of all portions of
the Appalachian Trail for travel. Yet at a time of increasing strain and curtailed vacations, the
availability of the Appalachian Trail in Maine becomes of increasing importance to those who
need the relaxation of woods travel.
While we are beset with these anxieties and possibilities, we are meeting here today with full
confidence in the future and basing our plans upon the expectation that, while it may be more
difficult, we can continue to maintain the Appalachian Trail across Maine as one of the
outstanding assets of the State. [This last paragraph was crossed out in the hand-edited copy of
the President’s Report.]
Myron H. Avery
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
Report of Treasurer
April 21, 1950 - April 30, 1951
Balance on hand, April 21, 1951
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RECEIPTS
$6.00

Dues
Sales:
Guidebooks
Supplements
Katahdin Reprints
Miscellaneous Publications
Maps
Map Cases
Contributions
Loan
From Appalachian Trail Conference
Restoration of Bigelow Trail (C.M.P. Co.)
From Walter D. Greene Fund

Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
Trail Work
Paint
Tools
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Katahdin Reprint Expense
Maine Guide 1951 Supplement
Maps
Insurance
Bank Service Charges
Postage
Repayment of Loan

275.00
33.80
237.30
12.95
67.65
78.10

EXPENDITURES

6.00

$704.50
122.87
40.00
200.00
100.00
626.00

600.00
184.40
17.06
18.00
138.48
600.00
48.45
245.00
7.04
11.15
1.68
40.00

Balance, April 30, 1951

1,799.37
$2,034.89

1,911.26
$123.63

The sources of income to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club have been primarily donations by
interested individuals, annual membership dues and amounts received from sales of articles
which relate to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The authors of such articles have contributed
the amounts received from the publishing medium.
In addition to Trail clearing equipment, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has the following
inventory:
65 Witherle Manuscripts which sell for $1.00 each.
{65 – 50}
190 copies of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which sell for $3.25 each {617.50 –500}
306 copies of Maine’s Second Mountain, which sell for 15 cents each {45.90 – 30}
184 copies of Artists and Katahdin, which sell for 25 cents each {46 – 30}
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27 copies of Nineteenth Century Photographers at Katahdin, which sell for 15 cents each {4.053}
236 copies of The Telos Cut, which sell for 15 cents each {35.40 – 22}
367 copies of The Traveler, Random Notes—Two Decades, which sell for 25 cents each {91.75
– 70}
642 copies of the Katahdin Reprint, which sell for $1.25 each {802.50 – 675}
Proceeds from sales of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine are reserved for repayment of
the original underwriters’ advances to defray the cost of publication. The arrangement is that the
obligation is defrayed by the proceeds of the Guide, when and as sold. {1708.10 $1380}
Jean Stephenson
Publicity Director
May, 1951
There are the following outstanding obligations:
Shenandoah Publishing House - for printing Katahdin Reprint:
$1,174.60, of which $600.00 has been paid, leaving

$574.00

Bates College Outing Club, Lewiston, Maine (repairs to lean-to)

42.29

For “Safety and Comfort” Leaflet:
Drake Press
*Jean Stephenson

46.22

$39.22
7.00

Outstanding Loan (Reported on 1950 Report)

300.00
$ 963.02

*Reimbursement of payment to Jones and Gulickson.
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
REPORT OF THE TREASURER
WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND
April 20, 1950 to April 30, 1951
Balance on hand, April 20, 1950

$106.21

RECEIPTS
By contributions
From Sale of Bond

$174.69
411.00
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Interest

14.05

599.74
705.95

EXPENDITURES
Transferred to regular account for Trail

626.00

Cash balance on hand April 30, 1951

$79.95

Invested in $500.00 bond (Series G, bought June, 1944).
Market Value approximately $490.00
ANNUAL REPORT
May, 1951
By
Lawson Reeves, Director
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc
I herewith submit my second annual report as a Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
May, 1951
I sponsor the section of the Trail from Bigelow Village, over Sugarloaf and Spaulding Mountains
to Orbeton Stream, a distance of twelve and three quarters miles. This section is very
inaccessible from the western end because of the closing of the road down to Redington Pond by
the lumber company.
TIME SPENT ON MY SECTION
May 29-21
clearing in sag between Sugarloaf and Spaulding
May 30
repairing roof on Sugarloaf Shelter
July
clearing between Spaulding Shelter and Orbeton
August
"
“
“
Total days I spent on my section
Total man-days (Louis Chorzempa)

2 days
1 day
2 days
2 1/2 days
7 1/2 days
15 days

TIME SPENT ON OTHER SECTIONS OF TRAIL
August
Aug. 19-20
Sept. 2,3,4
Sept. 23
Sept. 24
Oct. 15

Painting Bigelow relocation
Moxie work trip
Inspection trip Orbeton Stream to Frye Brook
Bigelow Mt. with Mechanic Falls Scouts
Bigelow Range Trail with Louis Chorzempa
Bigelow relocation measuring
Total days spent on Trail last year

1 day
2 “
3 “
1 “
1 “
1 “
9 days
16 ½ days
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SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS
I secured one new sponsoring organization, The Franklin County Fish and Game Association.
This group has agreed to take over on an experimental basis the Trail from the top of Sugarloaf
Mtn. to Orbeton Stream, or a distance of 8.35 miles.
I also assisted in organizing the Buckfield and Mechanic Falls scout troops in maintenance
groups.
KODACHROME SLIDES
4/24/50
5/10/50
9/13/50
11/20/50
2/26/51
3/51

Girl Scout Leaders, Wilton
Mens’ Club Methodist Church
Pomona Grange Dixfield
Boy Scout Group Buckfield
Wilton Lion Club, 1 st scouts
P.T.A. East Wilton

3/1/51 Talk before Girl Scouts Wilton

13 mimeograph sheet
25
“
75
“
18
“
30
“
50
“
231

13
-50
12
-__
75

20

TEMPORARY COSTODIAN OF TOOL CACHE
Picked up the tools from Jack Clark at Mr. Avery’s suggestion, when Jack had to temporarily
relinquish his activities because of his business. I held these tools and paint until instructed to
turn them over to the Bates College Outing Club, who will act as permanent custodian.
TELEPHONE CALLS (LONG DISTANCE)
Game Warden Gray, Rangeley
Jack Clark, South Windham
Bronson Griscom, East Madrid
Bronson Griscom, East Madrid
Roy Fairfield, Lewiston

re: Road to Redington and warden’s camp
re: Tool cached and Moxie work trip
re: Jeep passage to Orbeton Stream
re: Jeep passage to Orbeton Stream
re: Kodochrome slides
PIECES OF MAIL

I sent out 173 pieces of mail in the fiscal year.
TRAIL SIGNS
I made nine signs with the one inch stencils, seventeen signs from the revised sign list with 5/8
inch solid letters, five campsite signs, and misc. tin-can, latrine, and spring signs, or a total of 31
trail signs. There was no charge for these.
ASSISTANT OVERSEER OF TRAILS
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Last year was the first year that we had an assistant overseer of trails, on an experimental basis.
This has proven to be even more successful than what we had hoped for. From this experience, it
shows that we should strive to secure an assistant for the eastern and central section as soon as
we can find interested men who live near the trail in those particular sections. If there were any
who question the workability of the assistant overseer idea, the results of the past year will dispel
any doubts.
Respectfully submitted
Lawson Reeves,
May
Director M.A.T.C.

6,

1951

cc.
Myron Avery, Jean Stephenson, Louis Chorzempa
Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield. Mon. Morning. [Undated, but from context appears to
have been written on May 7.]
Dear Roy:
I meant to speak to you last evening about the chain saw proposal. I would not deem this
practical for the amount of work that you would have to do there.
Had the boys had a chain- saw last fall when they went in there they could have used it to good
advantage. But if they sawed out a hundred logs as they reported, there can not be too many left.
A chainsaw will do an awful lot of work in a day. Two good men with one will do the work of
ten or fifteen men with buck saws or crosscuts. However, they are heavy to pack on your back
that distance over a trail and besides they eat up gasoline and oil fast which also has to be backpacked. With the energy required to get it into the job it would require a lot of logs to make the
effort worth while. Also, operating a chain saw is rugged work in itself.
For no more work than what you would have left in there your best bet would be a two-man
crosscut for the large trees and a couple of Swedish buck saws for the smaller logs. A good man
on the buck saw (the Polack fiddle) can do a whale of a lot of work in a day. The whole answer
to the buck saw is to have it filed and set in good condition so that it does not "run" sidewise. My
opinion re: the chain saw was confirmed by Harold Dyer when you mentioned it.
I have another suggestion; we have found that when laying out relocations we get best results by
spotting the trail temporarily by marking it with colored chalk in both directions. Then if we
want to make a change, we do not have any axe blazes to confuse us nor to disfigure the trees.
This chalk comes in sticks four inches long and about an inch in diameter and in all colors. We
use it here at the mill to mark the yarn to distinguish one style from another. If you should care to
try this out I would be glad to send you a few sticks. You must admit that marking a new trail
with string or rags as the trail pictures showed is pretty slow and unsatisfactory.
What I have said is just one man’s opinion and if you still want to try out the chain saw, don’t let
me discourage you.
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I think a lot of good was accomplished from the meeting yesterday, much more than last year.
Harold Dyer even offered to show some of his personal slides of Katahdin next year, which
would solve one of the program problems.
I was glad to see Clair Sawtelle made a director. I think he will take his responsibilities seriously.
I might suggest that Ben Hadley has not accomplished anything at all. Also it is gratifying to
have Myron agree that we should have a Secretary from the State of Maine. We will have to
make a great effort this coming year to find someone who will take the job.
Wendell Conant, the Game warden's telephone number is Weld 26 ring 12.
May 7, 1951. [Roy Fairfield? Fairfield continues to use old exam papers for carbon copies
and the text bleeds through, making them nearly illegible and impossible to scan with OCR
software, so they have to be re-typed. This is true of this and several following letters,
presumably by Fairfield.]
To: Messrs. Ross, Rowe, and Sampson,
I should like to express my personal thanks for the help you gave me in setting up the Annual
Conference at Chase Hall yesterday. Everything ran smoothly down to the last detail.
Just as a matter of information, eight officers were here to the morning meeting. Three wives
joined us at noon, so 11 ate at the Commons. There were many comments regarding the beauty
of the building, the appropriateness of the music and the excellence of the food.
Sixty-six people representing sixteen different organizations attended the afternoon meeting,
which concentrated upon Trail reports and techniques. Fourteen of these folk stayed for the
evening meal.
Approximately one-hundred attended Mr. Dyer’s lecture in the evening.
All-in-all, the meeting was successful. Chase Hall made a perfect place for it. I sincerely believe
that the conference helped make friends for Bates and was worth while on that score as well as
having educational value for those in attendance.
May 8, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Bob Harrington, Stephens High School Outing Club,
Rumford, Maine.
Dear Bob:
I received your letter today. This is dated April 7th but postmarked May 7th, so I am a little
confused. I inquired for you at the meeting at Bates College last Sunday and was sorry that there
was no one present from your club. We had a very successful meeting and it was greatly enjoyed
by everyone present.
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In regards to the Appalachian Trail slides, Mr. Clair Sawtelle, of Oakland, Me has them at
present and he told us at Bates College last Sunday that he has three showings scheduled for this
week. I am writing to him today inquiring from him when they will be available. I can come over
any night in the week, so it is just a matter of getting the slides when they are available. The date
should be a week in advance so that we will have time to confirm the date and hour and for you
to get it announced.
I have a set of slides of my own of part of the Trail. These are the single frame size. However,
the Trail slides are so much better than mine that I would rather bring them. It will take about 45
to 60 minutes to show them and usually the audience likes to have an open discussion which can
last as long as interest warrants and you have time to spare.
Was up to Frye Brook on the Baldpate Trail a week from Sunday and we saw where your group
has been there in the fall. We then went on up the highway about two miles to Dunn’s or
Dunning’s falls. They were handsome as the water is high now.
I am sending copies of this letter to Roy Fairfield at Bates College and to Clair Sawtelle so that
we will have a clear understanding all around. Also, I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Mr.
Sawtelle,
As soon as I have something definite to offer you, I will write you.
{Roy: Do you suppose this group would be able to reclear the “C” Pond Bluff side trail? It is not
satisfactory at all for any group to work hit or miss anywhere unassigned. We might not be able
to get anything out of them but we can not afford to turn down any leads at all. Don’t know how
they got their date mixed up so. L.R.}
May 9, 1951. [Roy Fairfield?] to George Learned, Andover, Maine.
Dear Mr. Learned:
If all goes well, we are going to run an AT trip into the C Pond area on May 19-21 with the
purpose of relocating the Mountain brook section of the trail (from Surplus Pond to the crossing
of the old dam) across Sable Mt. The Mt. brook section has been a perennial headache for a long
time and we’d like to make a permanent improvement if possible. We may have time to clear the
C Pond Bluff Trail, altho it is uncertain at the moment.
Is there any possibility that you might be at Camp Keewadin that weekend? Or do you have any
ideas as to the advisability of trying to go over Sable Mountain?
Any help you could give us would be appreciated.
May 9, 1951. [Roy Fairfield?] to Mr. Nutting, Maine Forestry Service, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
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Is there any possibility that you might have some aerial photographs of the Sable Mt. area of
Maine? (Between Surplus and C Ponds in the Andover area.)
We are going to make a relocation of a two-mile section of the trail, across Sable Mt. if the going
is not too difficult. A point was brought out in our Annual Meeting of last Sunday here on the
campus, that an aerial photograph would save us hours and hours of scouting. It just dawned on
me that there might be an outside chance that your department might have made such a photo
during the fire scare of 1947.
We are taking our trip to relocate this section on May 19-21, so any information you could get
for us would be appreciated. The project appears feasible from a topographical map, but as
Myron Avery pointed out, the area may be filled with old pine tops from previous lumbering
operations.
May 9, 1951. [Roy Fairfield?] to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson,
Many thanks for your letters and card. We appreciate the co-operation and will follow your
advice on the Tumbledown trip of May 20.
Thank you also for your comments on the chain saw. The boys had just about concluded they
did not want to break their backs even tho the number of logs they have to cut is unknown. They
must have been ultra-conscientious in cutting out those in the west end of that virgin spruce last
Fall! As for the chalk suggestion, we certainly would appreciate your sending us some pieces of
that which you use for marking yarn. It would be very helpful, and we’ll try your suggestion.
As for the Harrington offer I agree that anything we can get is for the good. The C Pond Bluff
section would be a good one for his fellows to work on. I’m very leery about assigning any part
of our trail to him for the simple reason that his past performances would indicate that he is not
too reliable. Now, he may have changed considerably, but I’d rather play it safe for reasons I can
best explain to you personally next time I see you. You might suggest that he and his crew work
on C-Pond Bluff the weekend of May 19-20 when I’ll be there in the area and can perhaps make
a few suggestions if necessary.
May 10, 1951. Clair Sawtelle to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Enclosed is copy of a letter I am sending to Lawson today, which is self-explanatory.
It is my intention to create some interest over in the Dover-Greenville area, if it is possible to so
do. The best way to do it, in my opinion, is to offer a showing of the Trail slides. We can’t show
them if they are in Michigan. I have had quite a satisfactory response to the showing of the
slides. How much of it can be capitalized on, is, of course, hard to say; but last Monday evening
I showed the slides to the Rotary Club of Augusta, and about seventy-five men showed real
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interest, a large part of the literature I had on display was taken, and some discussion had after
the showing. The same for the Exchange Club in Waterville, and the Men's Club of the
Universalist Church in Waterville.
Personally, I think this collection of slides, and the Katahdin collection too, should be right here
in Maine where we can use them to the best advantage. If a duplicate set can be made, fine; if
not, let's keep them here where we can spread the gospel, at least until we have some new trail
workers in the eastern section of the State. I feel very strongly on this. Am planning to be in
Rockwood one day this month, and shall try to do something in Greenville and possibly Dexter.
If I could promise a definite showing of the AT slides, it might be of help; instead they are on the
way to Michigan. It just doesn't make sense. Let’s use to the best advantage all the ammunition
we have.
It was nice to be with you again.
May 10, 1951. Clair Sawtelle to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
Replying to your letter received yesterday, am sorry but the slides of the Maine AT set have
already been sent by express, as requested in Mrs. Jacobs’ letter to me of April 3, to Charles G.
Schmitt, 505 Rodd Street, Midland, Michigan--her date limit was on or before the 10th of May.
It seems to me too bad that these slides should go wandering off to Michigan when they are so
much needed here in Maine. I still have the Katahdin slides. Am showing to a Masonic group
tonight in Watervllle, and next week have two showings, both to church groups. Will get them to
you after next week. Am scheduled for another trip over to New Vineyard in ten days or two
weeks. If that would be in time, will bring the slides over. Please let me know.
Note your comments on need of active trail workers in the Dexter-Dover Foxcroft-GuilfordGreenville area. Shall do my best to stir up some interest in that section. Expect to be in
Greenville before the end of the month. The slides on the Trail are the best means I know of to
create interest.
It would be fun to partake of a barbecue prepared at your out-door fireplace. And what would be
wrong with a Porky? I was told the other day that a porky liver is the tastiest bit of meat in the
woods. Frankly, I am doubtful.
Undated letter from Lawson Reeves to Bob Harrington, Stephens High School, Rumford,
Maine. [From the context, it appears that this letter belongs about here.]
Dear Bob:
I am enclosing a copy of Clair Sawtelle’s letter. It would seem that some time the latter part of
the week of May 20th or the first part of the week of May 27th would be the earliest, that I can
get the slides for you. After Clair confirms the date that he will bring them, I will drop you a card
and then you can set the date. This set includes about 100 slides of Mt. Katahdin and the
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neighboring territory. They are very good views and make an enjoyable evening, at no expense.
Then if you would like the other set shown some time next fall that could be arranged for you.
I have had a letter from Roy Fairfield of Bates College and he has suggested that if your group is
interested in doing some work on the Appalachian Trail, that your group could reclear the ”C”
Pond Bluff side trail. This side trail is one mile long and part of it is on bare ledge, so actually
there is not a mile to clear. George Learned has a set of sporting camps at “C” Pond and he
would be willing for you to camp on his property. He has promised to help a crew clear this trail.
This trail has not been cleared since before the war and is badly grown in. Roy Fairfield’s group
will be in that section the week-end of May 19-20. He suggests that if possible you make your
trip that same week-end, then he can furnish you with tools, blue paint and help you get started.
Will you please write Roy and let him know what your plans are, so that he can fit them in with
his plans? This would make a nice short easy trail, that your group could be responsible for. It
would make a nice easy project for your Outing Club to sponsor. Something for a program to
create interest. Then if at some later date you should want greater responsibilities, that could he
worked out to everyone’s satisfaction.
If I can be of any further assistance to you in any way, please write me.
cc. Roy Fairfield
Enc. Sawtelle’s letter
{Roy: Geo. Learned told Louis and me last Sept. that he would put up 5 or 6 workers at his
camps and contribute two days work on the side trail. I agree that you should spend your time on
the main trail, 40 miles is a long ways. If Rumford does not come through, this would be a good
project for the Explorers.}
May 14, 1951. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
This is in reply to your letter of May 9.
We have no maps of the area around Sable Mt. I think possibly you might be able to see these
aerial maps if you would contact Mr. C. S. Herr, Brown Company, Berlin, N.H. I believe they
have mapped that area.
May 15, 1951. Earl Perham, Chairback Mountain Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are back to camp and every thing is as usual except the bridge went out across river below
Hermitage so that will change your course and I thot you should know. The beaver did not do too
much up East way. Hope every one is OK out your way. Fish are biting good only have one
party but more right away. Best regards to every one.
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{J.S. Eliminate all references in Guide—map will have to be revised later.}
May 15, 1951. George R. Learned, Andover, Maine, to Roy Fairfield. [Hand written]
Yours of 10 Rec’d and content noted. In regard to putting a trail over the top of Sable Hill you
will find a large blow down near the top of the hill. No view in any direction. At one time I had a
trap line from Kewadin over Sable Hill on to Andover. There was at that time a bad thicket on
the very top of the hill. I have not been on the top since the big wind blow from the East that put
so many trees down, but from the Pond it looks like a bad blow down. Report is to me a tree
blowd across the camp at C Pond and I probably will not go to camp until such time as a truck
can get to the Pond via and over Upton Highway with some lumber. I am busy now trying to sell
a 300 acre lumber lot of land in Sawyer Valley. The report to me is that a great many trees from
10 of Clubs are blown down across the A.T. to the Pond.
I would suggest repairing the old Trail from Surplus Pond to Camp Keewadin. Quite a few .
parties was past my camp on the A.T. last July to Aug. and they all reported Trail not any too
good. A few parties tried the C Bluff but gave it up on account of no trail. C Bluff Trail should
be put in good condition as quite a few people drive up on the Rd. And take the trail to Squirrel
Rock Shelter for the night and walk in as far as the Pond and would like to climb the Bluff if any
trail was there. From the Bluff one gets a fine view to the East and West.
May 17, 1951.

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB

Memorandum for: Roy P. Fairfield
Lawson Reeves
Louis Chorzempa
Clair Sawtelle
Helon Taylor
Ben L. Hadley
Marion Park
Jean Stephenson
Sidney Tappan
Seymour Smith
At our meeting we talked about the progress of the Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club. Miss
Stephenson gave me the attached clipping, which she picked up on her trip to Maine. Please
circularize it and return it to me.
Miss Stephenson says that she had a long conversation with the State Librarian, Mrs. Robert
Stubbs, and, within the next year, she expects to make the Katahdin Room a reality. If conditions
do not worsen, we should have some substantial things to exhibit by 1952.
We have given considerable thought to Clair Sawtelle's suggestion for reproducing the slides.
We find that there are no conflicting commitments so that he will be able to keep them in Maine
for two or three months after their immediate return from Michigan. By that time the potential
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sources of exhibits should be reduced. Making duplicates at this time would take the collection
out of use for quite a period. We think it better to defer the question of duplication until there is a
hiatus in the demand for slides. In addition, our expense in putting out the new tracing of the
Katahdin Region Map will just about exhaust our present treasury balance.
I have talked this matter over with Mrs. Jacobs, Slide Custodian, who is writing Mr. Sawtelle. I
think this procedure will care for the present needs and we can go into the question of
duplicating the collection when there is less demand.
Miss Stephenson has in mind that she was to obtain a rubber stamp so that the stationery can be
corrected for Mr. Sawtelle’s use.
The Treasurer, Miss Marion Park, was unable to arrange for the audit of her annual report for the
meeting. She will care for this formality and have the report duly transmitted. Miss Stephenson
now has under consideration the question of reproducing the Maine Leaflet. We would like to
have it available in the more attractive form which results from printing or planographing. It is,
however, definitely a matter of financial limitations. Probably we will have to be content with
the mimeographed notice.
I urge my colleagues in Maine to give thought to the possibility of being able to accomplish
something in the way of a clearing trip to White Cap. Our inability to resolve this problem is the
only disappointment of our 1951 Session. The arrangements which Roy Fairfield made and the
meeting locality were extremely satisfactory. Miss Stephenson is caring for the matter of
transmitting the Resolutions to the Bates College authorities.
Myron H. Avery President
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D. C.
May 17, 1951
FACTS FOR USE IN PREPARING PUBLICITY IN CONNECTION WITH THE
COMPLETION OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
*****
The Appalachian Trail is a footpath of some 2,025 miles extending through the mountain
wilderness of 14 eastern Atlantic states. It extends from Maine to Georgia. The progress of the
construction of this Trail is recorded in the Trail Conference Publication No. 5, "The
Appalachian Trail”.
The Trail project was suggested in 1921 by Benton MacKaye of Shirley, Massachusetts. It was
initially completed in August, 1937; the last two miles to be finished were on the slope of
Maine’s second highest mountain, Mt. Sugarloaf. Nature, through the New England hurricane of
1938, created the first interruption in the through route. However, the major dislocation was the
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extension southward of the Skyline Drive, which had been constructed in the Shenandoah
National Park of Virginia. Commencing in 1938, the building of the Blue Ridge Parkway
obliterated The Appalachian Trail route for 118 miles from Rockfish Gap to the crossing of U.S.
Route 11, just north of Roanoke, where the Trail leaves the Blue Ridge Mountains and crosses to
the Alleghenies.
The National Park Service and the U. S. Forest Service, by reason of The Appalachian Trail
Agreement, undertook to relocate the obliterated Trail. The new route was painstakingly
explored by members of the Natural Bridge Appalachian Trail Club of Lynchburg, Virginia. At
length, a very scenic location was found utilizing a series of north and south trail peaks far to the
east of the Parkway. The National Park Service reconstructed some 15 miles of the Trail at the
southern end. The completion of the remaining 100 miles undertaken by the U. S. Forest Service
was interrupted by the war.
At its 1948 Conference, held at Fontana Village, the Appalachian Trail Conference worked out,
with the U. S. Forest Service and the National Park Service, arrangements to complete the
deferred work. The last gap, between the strikingly shaped mountains, known as Three Ridges
and The Priest, each 4,000 feet high, was in the Pedlar District of the George Washington
National Forest. To close this gap would require 9 miles of trail construction. An appropriation
of $3,000 for trail construction was approved by the U. S. Forest Service on the recommendation
of George Washington National Forest Supervisor Ernest M. Karger. The trail relocation was
under the direction of Pedlar District Ranger B. A. Eger of Buena Vista, Virginia. The work was
accomplished in the winter and spring of 1950-51.
The completion of the Trail will be signalized by the placing of the final marking in a ceremony
to be held on the summit of The Priest, at noon (standard time), Sunday, June 10, 1951. This is a
part of the so- called "Religious Range", consisting of The Priest, Little Priest, The Cardinal, The
Friar and Little Friar. These are striking peaks; each is a 4,000-ft. cone, involving an ascent and
descent of some 3,000 feet. This new terrain of Appalachian Trail is a wild, remote section,
involving strenuous travel and is on a par in this respect with the Mahoosuc Range of New
England and the more lofty Southern Appalachian peaks.
The Appalachian Trail Conference allocates portions of the Trail to its affiliated organizations
for maintenance. The Priest is in the sector assigned to the Natural Bridge Appalachian Trail
Club of Lynchburg, Virginia. Its President is William H. Wilkerson; the First Vice President and
Supervisor of Trails is Miss Hestor Hastings of Randolph Macon Women's College. The terrain
of the relocated Trail is described in GUIDE TO PATHS IN THE BLUE RIDGE, issued by the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of Washington, D, C. This organization, to acquaint itself with
the newly constructed Trail, has scheduled for June 9 and 10, a two-day hike over Three Ridges
and The Priest.
The Chairman of The Appalachian Trail Conference, Myron H. Avery, of Washington, D. C.,
and Lubec, Maine, National Park Service and U S, Forest Service officials, with officers and
members of Clubs in The Appalachian Trail Conference, will participate in the final marking.
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THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
Washington 6, D.C.
May 17, 1951
MEMORANDUM NO. 14
MEMORANDUM TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CONFERENCE:
This memorandum is being sent both to the organizational and individual members of The
Appalachian Trail Conference and to its officers. It relates to a matter of very considerable
importance in Appalachian Trail history.
This communication is to announce the completion, once again, of The Appalachian Trail, as an
unbroken Trail of some 2,025 miles, extending from Maine to Georgia. It represents the
culmination of a project of some thirteen years.
The Appalachian Trail was initially completed on August 15, 1937, on the slopes of Mt.
Sugarloaf in the central Maine wilderness. Next year occurred the 1938 New England hurricane,
which rendered extended portions of the Trail unusable. Then occurred the major dislocation.
This was the extension, south from Shenandoah National Park, of the Blue Ridge Parkway which
obliterated The Appalachian Trail from Rockfish Gap to U.S. Route 11 just north of Roanoke, a
distance of 118 miles. The National Park Service and the U. S. Forest Service undertook to
restore the obliterated Trail route. The original Trail had followed the Blue Ridge watershed, a
lower range. Far to the east there is a north-and-south-trending series of conical peaks, each
distinct and some 4,000 feet in elevation. This range was intensively scouted by members of the
Natural Bridge Appalachian Trail Club at Lynchburg. Eventually it was selected as the route of
the relocated Trail. Rapid progress in trail construction was made through use of the CCC. At the
outbreak of World War II, when work ceased, there remained only two uncompleted sections, at
each end of the obliterated portion, respectively. Those, who attended the Fontana Conference,
will recall the emphasis directed toward eliminating this gap. The problem at the southern end
was solved first. Blue Ridge Parkway Superintendent Sam P. Weems approved a suggestion that,
instead of using the narrow Blue Ridge crest hard by the Parkway, the new Trail route be located
in lands recently acquired by the Jefferson National Forest. This plan was accepted by the
Conference, and the Forest and Park Services. Thus the gap, from Bearwallow Gap to U. S.
Route 11, was eliminated in 1950. The uncompleted portion at the north end, however, involved
very considerable difficulty. Three Ridges (3,920 ft.) and The Priest (4,056 ft.) are the portals of
Tye River Valley (900 ft.) in Virginia. The gap between these peaks involved some nine miles of
new trail construction with an ascent and descent of 3,000 feet on each peak. The U.S. Forest
Service, on the recommendation of George Washington National Forest Supervisor Ernest M.
Karger, approved an allotment of $3,000 for the construction of the nine-mile trail link. The
construction was carried out by Pedlar District Ranger B. A. Eger of Buena Vista, Virginia. The
Trail route was located last fall and checked by Ranger Eger and A.T.C. officers. During the
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winter and spring of 1950-51, Ranger Eger vigorously pressed the completion of the Trail
project.
The link between Three Ridges and The Priest has now been completed. There is no longer any
gap in the entire Appalachian Trail.
The elimination of the thirteen-year interruption in The Appalachian Trail route should not pass
unnoticed. Accordingly, on the summit of The Priest (4,056 ft.) in the Pedlar District, George
Washington National Forest, in the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, at noon (standard time),
Sunday, June 10,1951, there will occur the placing of the last marking to designate the once
again completed Appalachian Trail.
Notice of this event is sent to all Conference members so that, to the extent possible, they may
participate in the recompletion of The Appalachian Trail.
The Priest is reached by Virginia Highway 56, either from the Blue Ridge Parkway or from U. S.
Route 29, ten miles south of Lovingston. The Conference will provide truck transportation from
Virginia Highway 56 to a point from which the summit of The Priest can be reached by a
moderate climb of 1,000 ft. in 2.06 miles. Full directions are set forth on the attached sheet.
Detailed Trail description of this region is contained in the P.A.T.C. GUIDE TO PATHS IN
THE BLUE RIDGE ($4,25; 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.). The U.S.G.S,
Vesuvius and Lovingston Quadrangles, covering the area, may be obtained at a cost of 20 cents
each (Division of Distribution, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington 25, D. C.).
The Priest is a part of the "Religious Range", which comprises The Priest, Little Priest, The
Friar, Little Friar, and The Cardinal. These mountains are very distinctive. While summer growth
in the Southern Appalachians is an ever-present problem, traverse of this newly-opened section
will afford unusual opportunity for travel for those who may consider other sections of the Trail
insufficiently strenuous. The new Trail in the Pedlar District will press the Mahoosucs of Maine
and New Hampshire and the Cheoah-Wauchecha Range in North Carolina for first place in
ruggedness, with rewarding Trail travel.
The Conference asks that in your Club journal, newspapers and other mediums of publicity, you
assist in announcing, on June 10, 1951, at noon, on the summit of The Priest (4,056 ft.), the
completion of The Appalachian Trail. Our problem now is to hold the Trail in that status.
*****
Page proof of the new edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW
ENGLAND has been received from the printer. There remain the preparation of the index and
the printing of the maps. The volume should be available by 1 August. Due announcement will
be made.
*****
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My Memorandum No. 13 deals with the next meeting of The Appalachian Trail Conference. The
matter is under consideration and final announcement will be made in August. The necessity for
concluding the very heavy burden of labor, entailed in the re-issuance of the extensive
Conference literature, particularly the Southern and New England Guides, resulting from the
unprecedented publicity in the past two years, indicate that such a session cannot be held before
the Washington Birthday holiday of 22-24 February, 1952. Due announcement will be sent to all
Conference members.
Sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
4531 - 45th Street, N. W.
Washington 16, D.C.
Enclosure:
Directions for reaching The Priest
ENCLOSURE 1
May 17, 1951
DIRECTIONS FOR REACHING THE PRIEST
The rendezvous is at 9:30 to 10:00 a.m. (standard time), June 10, 1951, at junction of Crabtree
Farm Road (impassable by automobile) and Virginia Highway 56 in Tye River Valley. From this
point, truck transportation will be furnished by The Appalachian Trail Conference to point from
which the summit of The Priest is 2.06 m. by trail, with gradual 1,000-ft. climb.
ROAD DIRECTIONS FOR REACHING RENDEZVOUS ARE:
1. From U.S. Route 29, south of Lovingston, reach Virginia Highway 56 either via paved
Virginia Highway 655 or Virginia Highway 151. From junction of Virginia Highways 151 and
56, it is 14.5 m. on the latter to Crabtree Farm Road.
2. Via Blue Ridge Parkway: From Rockfish Gap cm U.S. Route 250, go south on Blue Ridge
Parkway for 27.2 m. to Tye River Gap. Here, at overpass, turn east on narrow paved Virginia
Highway 565 reach Crabtree Farm Road 3.7 m. farther.
From summit of The Priest to Virginia Highway 56 by Appalachian Trail it is 4.25 m., with
descent of 3,000 feet. From A.T. crossing of Virginia Highway 56, truck transportation will be
furnished car drivers back to Crabtree Farm Road, a distance of 7.6 m. on Virginia Highway 56.
Parties, climbing The Priest instead of using the truck transportation, should leave Virginia
Highway 56 not later than 8:00 a.m. The Appalachian Trail crosses Virginia Highway 56 at
Cripple Creek, which is 6.9 m. west of junction of Virginia Highway 151 and Virginia Highway
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56. SOURCES OF WATER ARE INFREQUENT. BRING TWO CANTEENS. Bring Lunch; no
cooking nor fires.
Those attending are understood to agree to not attempt to drive cars up Crabtree Farm Road;
potential difficulties could block truck transportation svstem.
Accommodations may be obtained (by advance reservation) at the Blue Ridge Terrace Inn
(Afton, Virginia), 1 m. east of Rockfish Gap on U. S. Route 250, at tourist cabins near the
junction of the Blue Ridge Parkway, at Waynesboro, Virginia, on the west, or at Lovingston on
U„S. Route 29.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
*****
Miss Marion Park
Secretary
The Appalachian Trail Conference
1228 Eye Street, N. W.
Washington 5, D.C.

Date ___________________

Dear Miss Park:
[ ] I plan to attend the completion of The Appalachian TraiI on the summit of The Priest, at noon
(standard time), Sunday, June 10, 1951.
I shall bring with me the following persons:
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________
[ ] I intend to hike from Tye River Valley to the summit of The Priest.
[ ] I shall wish to obtain truck transportation from Va. Highway 56 to Crabtree Farm for ____
persons.
[ ] I intend to hike from The Priest down to Va. Highway 56 in Tye River Valley.
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_____ persons in my party will wish truck transportation from Crabtree Farm back to the
junction of Crabtree Farm Road and Va. Highway 56, instead of hiking from The Priest to Tye
River Valley.
Name ____________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________
Organization _______________________________________
May 20, 1951. [Hand-written note] Left in the car at Highway (Andover B Hill)
We came –
We saw—
Why don’t you stay around for guests?
Jim et al. {Miller}
Meaning we are out of food.
May 21, 1951. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Thanks for writing Mr. Cobb.
Ladd has built a good bridge at Cooper camp and I am thinking of putting an addition on my
present camp on the Pond.
One Millinocket man caught 5 salmon yesterday and one was 8 lbs.
Ice all out here.
A.T.C. prices at my place will compare to others. Need guests.
May 23, 1951. Myron Avery to [?]
Marjorie:
Since you have deserted these parts for a far country, I have found it hard, from here in the
Pentagon, to carry out my commitment to show you the Geological Survey blue line prints of the
Norcross and Millinocket quadrangles, so you could check the realities of the situation with your
map.
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By far and large, I think you will conclude that we have an accurate appraisal of an unmapped
terrain.
The major change is the new route under construction by the Great Northern Paper Company
from Ripogenus Dam to the Millinocket Road. Shortages may delay completion of the bridge
over the West Branch. The new tracing of No. 3 is this winter's revision, based on aerial
photographs. If you turn your microscopic cartographer’s proof reading on this print you can
collect the reward for error from the Maine A.T.C. We go to press in two weeks — again with
Williams and Heintz.
May 23, 1951. Eleanor Jacobs to Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street Oakland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawtelle:
Thank you for your letter of 10 May 1951 letting me know that you had sent the Maine
Appalachian Trail Kodachrome slide collection to Mr. Schmitt in Midland, Michigan, and that
Mr. Lawson Reeves now has the Katahdin Collection.
There has been considerable discussion concerning the possibility of having the Maine
Appalachian Trail Kodachrome slide collection duplicated so that one complete set of these
slides could remain in Maine with the other collection available for the very important task of
acquainting those outside of Maine with the Trail in Maine, since there are many visitors to
Maine from other states. Naturally, the more interest in the Trail in Maine the better, for the Trail
project is furthered in many ways by those interested in it. However, it has been decided that this
task of duplicating the collection will not be possible at the present time. The major drawback is
the lack of funds in the Conference treasury. Because of the fact that such a large number of the
Conference publications have had to be republished, the financial burden on the Conference will
be great enough for many months to come without adding the cost of duplicating the slide
collection. This would cost at least 25-30 cents per slide. A second disadvantage of duplicating
the collection is the fact that it would take the collection out of circulation for several months
while the necessary work was being done.
Consequently, at the suggestion of Appalachian Trail Conference Chairman Myron H.
Avery I am planning to send the Maine Appalachian Trail collection to you when it comes back
to me from Michigan so that you can have the use of it for a while. I will notify you a month in
advance of any other showings that will be scheduled so that you will know in plenty of time
when it will be needed elsewhere. I am sorry that it is not possible at this time to send you a
collection which could be kept exclusively in Maine, but I believe that this arrangement will
work out very well.
CC:

Mr. Myron H. Avery
Mr. Lawson Reeves

May 23, 1951. Jean Stephenson, Secretary pro tem, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., to
Dean Harry W. Rowe, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

100

My dear Mr. Rowe:
It gives me great pleasure to transmit to you, as directed by vote of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, the enclosed copy of the Resolution passed at the meeting of that Club, held at Chase Hall,
Bates College, on May 6th, 1951.
May I take this opportunity of expressing, on behalf of the officers of the Club, our very real
appreciation of the splendid cooperation received from Bates College and the Bates Outing Club
in all phases of activity in maintaining the Appalachian Trail.
The unique facilities of Chase Hall, combining under one roof a meeting place, exhibition space,
and meal facilities, certainly result in efficiency and add to the pleasure of meetings of the type
held on May 6th.
Copy to:
Mr. Norman Ross, Bursar, Bates College
Roy P. Fairfield, Director, Bates Outing Club
May 24, 1951. Roy Fairfield to Messrs. Rowe and Sampson.
Dear Messrs. Rowe and Sampson,
A hasty word to express appreciation for your help in clearing away details to make the
Appalachian Trail trip of last week possible. As I told you orally, it was a very successful trip in
every way, socially, weather-wise, and in terms of accomplishment. I sincerely believe that it
will be remembered as a significant aspect of the total Bates experience.
With regard to cuts, I am enclosing a list of those which the students would like to have excused
by necessity. You will note that there are only
out of a possible
.
May 24, 1951. Roy Fairfield to Bates College Dean Clark.
Dear Dean Clark,
It occurred to me that you might like to know how the girls performed on the Appalachian Trail
last week. As Miss Cheseboro may have told you, they did very well. Doris Hardy and Polly
Black handled the food detail and did a commendable piece of work. I should like to comment
particularly upon Doris’ job of organization of menus, graciously accepting suggestions which
Maryllyn made, purchasing food for 18 people, and preparing that food on the trail. Polly, as
assistant, should have also received some good experience for her two-week job as cook on Long
Trail this summer.
Mary Ann Brynner (MA they call her!), though obviously softer than the other girls, stood up
well painting and clipping with Nancy Braverman. Joan Seear worked like a beaver with the
clippers all three days. Her previous experience on the trail helped considerably. [Illegible
strikeover] they all conducted themselves in accordance with our ideals.
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Also, thank you for your understanding in the case of my neglect to ask you about excuses in
advance. The girls wish to take 4 cuts out of a possible 7 which they might have had to require.
They seemed to accept the request that they take a minimum number in perfectly good spirit.
May 24, 1951. Thekla Stephan to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Mr. Attwood:
I am engaged in rearranging the Maine Appalachian Trail Club records. We had hoped that we
would see you at the meeting. It was a very pleasant affair.
I am told that there was made up a master set of the records and minutes which were delivered to
you. It would be a very great help if we could have this copy since some of the early records are
very scarce. I am accordingly writing to ask if you could arrange to forward it to me at the
address given below.
May 25, 1951. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
In your recent letter about the annual meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club you
mentioned the problem of trail clearing in the vicinity of White Cap. My son Peter and I will be
glad to lend a hand if in your opinion we can contribute effectively to the solution of your
problem. Of course we don’t know how long a section of the trail is involved nor how badly it is
overgrown. Our idea was to hit the trail by going in to Katahdin Iron Works and then working
toward York’s. We haven’t any detailed map or guide book of this section so we are guessing,
but we thought we could work trail clearing say 2 or 3 days near White Cap and then hike in to
York’s in 3 or 4 days. This would be the first week of our three week vacation, the next two to be
spent at York’s during which time I could take care of my section and those assignments you had
given me previously. If you think our offer is practicable, please reply, and give us the details of
the White Cap problem, also the possibilities of stopping at sporting camps there by receiving
maximum work with minimum packing.
I shall want to advise York’s as soon as possible if we are to be a week later getting to camp. We
now have reservations for three weeks starting July 14th or 15th.
Recently I got hold of a copy of Farrar’s “Guide to Moosehead Lake and Northern Maine”, 1889,
and “In the Maine Woods”, 1904, also “Haunts of the Hunter” 1903. I was able to borrow
Scribner’s May 1878 containing A. L. Holley’s “Tramps and Camps about Katahdin” and
Scribner’s Oct. 1925 including Walter P. Eaton’s “Katahdin Lord of the Wilderness”.
I hope that we can be of help, meanwhile we will await your decision with interest.
P.S. I should have said “thanks” for your bibliography of Katahdin which told me what to look
for.
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May 26, 1951. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
"Operation Little Spruces!, May 19-21"
Dear Myron,
Three days wiser by experience we returned from a fly-biting, porcupine-disturbing, and
unseasonably warm AT trip in sections 21 and 22. It was our first attempt at a co-ed, three-day
trip, and I believe it was successful.
We spent the major part of last week preparing for the operation, and you know what that means:
a two AM session preparing menus, a hundred details pertaining to making signs, sharpening
axes, tightening up clippers, etc, twenty-five more details to arrange for 15 students and 2 faculty
members to be off the campus two class days. This house seemed more like Grand Central than a
private residence. Finally, we munched a 5:30 breakfast, prepared by a special committee, in our
front room and took off for the trail on Saturday, May 19. Altho a cold morning, with frost on
my windshield, the day was a scorcher by the time we reached Frye Brook. Twelve of us, laden
with sleeping bags, a mountain tent, and three days supply of food took off up that grueling road
from Frye Brook to Surplus Pond. It was nearly noon before we reached the scene of camp, the
abandoned lumber camp at the crossing of Mountain Brook. The object, as you'll remember, was
to try to find a better way from this point to Camp Keewadin at C Pond. While two remained
behind to prepare supper and make camp, the rest of us set off on the old tote road. After several
excursions off the trail as well as a few well-considered views of Sable Mountain, we decided
that there would be no great advantage in exchanging one lumber-desecrated area for another. It
also came to my attention that "marching" alongside the Trail, from about 4.00 miles (S to N) to
the old lumber yard at 4.68 there was an excellent stand of spruce trees through which we might
locate the trail for part of the way. We pushed on to about 5 miles by 2:30 PM. During the next
four hours, working in two 612’d groups (!) we cut the old trail back three or four feet on either
side to run a super-highway from about 4.7 to 5.3. It was at this time that I also concluded that
this should be known as "Operation Little Spruces." Everybody had his instructions to cut away
all brush from every evergreen growing alongside the trail, also to cut off the lower branches on
those which could stand it. This college generation may struggle its way through the area several
times, but some generation in the not-too-distant future will have a better time of it each year,
even through the swampiest places.
With two girls in charge of the camp and the cooking we were able to keep all ten people
working long and hard on the clearing operations. When the time to return to camp did arrive, we
were fresher for that thought! It was a gorgeous night there in the valley, eating hash by the last
rays of the sun over Surplus Mt., listening to all sorts of night birds carrying on their
communications, watching a full moon etch out a silhouetted woods to the east. And it remained
amazingly warm, so our sunburns became almost intolerable in the sleeping bags, unguentine or
no! With our equipment “safely” stored in the mountain tent, not even the porcupines disturbed
us that night. (Later, we found one (1) handleless machete which we had left out by mistake;
sweat-soaked leather must be a choice morsel!)
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Next day, the ten of us pushed on by 5.3 (S to N), relocated the trail downstream from the
abandoned dam at 5.66. This has been a sore spot, as you well know, so we took plenty of pains
both going and coming to assure that it was well marked. It does not look too much different
than it did in the Fall of ‘48 when I was last through there, so we carried it downstream rather
than up. Upstream, where the mill pond flooded the land, there are acres of silt which will always
make good alder fertilizer! No thanks!
The trail, was very bad from 5.66 to 7.12, many bad blowdowns and blind spots, so we spent the
entire afternoon on this 1 1/2 mile section. Meanwhile, our cooks had come up with the food and
we had pushed on to eat lunch by the shores of C Pond. Met three fishermen on the Pond; they
had come up from Upton by way of the river. Worked all afternoon “putting in an asphalt
pavement” back to the dam.
Another warm and porcupine-ridden night. Meanwhile, the other five members of our crew, who
had spent Saturday and Sunday finishing the crosscut sawing in the virgin spruce on Elephant
and clearing from Elephant Mountain lean-to to Highway 17, joined us after puffing 1000 feet up
from Frye Brook! The gang went to work on the porcupines, racking up 8 or nine. One of the
fellows said “92 more and we’ll have enough to pay for the trip!" (We were assuming they were
worth 50 cents per nose!)
Monday, we all joined in relocating the trail through the spruce mentioned above, between 4.68
and about 4. It eliminates about 1/2 a mile of that corduroy road which is growing up so badly
with raspberries. It also circumvents three badly-decayed lumber bridges which threaten to break
down any time. The route is much more pleasant through here now and even follows Mountain
Brook for about 100 yds near the 4. mark. Am enclosing sketches to indicate. We feel that this is
a good permanent job, for the new part should be almost self-maintaining as well as offering
more variety. After lunch, 17 tired people staggered down from Surplus Pond, dirty, weary, and
not much caring if the threatening thunder shower hit before we arrived at the cars. Three days of
very hot weather left us sunburned; three days of fly-slapping left us waving our arms through
the air even after we arrived on the campus. After cleaning up (one of the few times we’ve been
able to before eating), we all sailed into a dinner of American chop suey, iced tea, salad, hot rolls
and fruit salad…thus taking a new outlook on life!
{P.S. One student said that the black flies flew in “echelons”!
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May 27, 1951.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 17 (part)
Long Falls Dam Road to Mt. Bigelow Firetower (10.07)
North to South (east to west)
Maintaining Organization: Buckfield Boy Scouts under Scoutmaster Floyd Flagg
General Conditions: Long Falls Dam Road to former route 16 (2.25 m.), generally good.
Hardwood sprouts coming up in a few places, (mostly on old route near crest of ridge ( 0 to 0.85
m.) Bog Brook needs cross log. (old one broken).
From former route 16 (2.25 m.) to 5 m. marker generally good. A few bushes from 3 m. to 4 m.
requiring light clearing. Also a number of branches and limbs on ground. Needs a little more
clearing from 4 m. to 4.46 m.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

105

From 5 m. to 5.71 m. needs clearing. Numerous small evergreens and much down timber (mostly
small dead timber),
From 5.72 m. to 7.4 m. on Little Bigelow, trail is in good condition except for a number of down
logs.
From 7.34 m. to 9 m. trail is well cleared. Small hardwood sprouts coming up along trail, will
need mowing. 9 m. to 9.86 m. is in good condition.
From Old Man’s Head (9.26 m.) to firetower are 4 blowdowns areas (Nov. storm 1950). Old ski
trail along here is from 10 to 25 feet wide. Some ski trail brush needs to be thrown aside.
However, footway is clear, as trees were felled to each side.
LOGS: 0 m. to 1 m. twelve logs. 1 m. to 2 m. twenty-six logs (rotten logs flat on ground not
counted). 2 to 3 m. four logs. 3. to 4 m. twenty- logs and 1 big beech blowdown. 4 m. to 5 m.
thirty- two logs. 5 m. to 5.72 m, seventy-five logs and numerous limbs, several blowdowns. 5.72
m. to 7 m. twenty-five logs. 7 m. to 9.26 m. twenty-seven logs and blowdowns. Old Man’s Head
(9.26 m.) to firetower 10.07 m. four blowdown areas; six trees- nlne trees- four trees- seven
trees. Also four other down trees, making a total of 30 down trees.
CONDITION OF PAINTING: Good. Long Falls Dam Road to 5.72 m. repainted in May 1951.
Too many blazes in some spots. (This is due to painting before the trail was cleared). 5.72 m. to
firetower painted in 1949, still in good condition.
Side trail to Old Man's Head and Shea Cliff blue-blazed in May 1951. (old paint blazes on rocks
were almost completely faded).
METAL MARKERS: Good. Approximately four per mile. 5.72 m. to firetower renewed in May
1951. Long Falls Dam Road to 5.72 m. put up In Aug.1950.
MILE MARKERS: All put in new with aid of measuring wheel (1st six put in Oct. 1950-remainder in May 1951). All painted in big numbers on large rocks except the 2 m. marker
which is on a small rock (l x 1 1/2 ft.). All old markers obliterated with brown paint, except the
old 5 m. marker. Probably completely faded, somewhere near branch of Safford Brook.
BOARD SIGNS: Installed at Long Falls Dam Road, May 1951; Nos. 203, 204 and two metal
highway crossing signs, mounted on boards. (put in cedar post for sign 203). Installed Nos. 204
and 204a (former highway 16), 205, 206, 209 and 211, May 1951. No. 207 is broken and in poor
condition. Nos. 208, 210 and viewpoint sign same place as 210. These are in good condition.
There are two signs not on master sign list: At junction of A.T. with former Dead River Route
(In good condition):
←DEAD RIVER ROUTE
(ABANDONED)
MAINE HIGHWAY 16 1.46 m.
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At 9.03 m.

←MT. BIGELOW 1 m.

(Badly weathered)

Viewpoint sign at 7.54 m. is broken. These signs will probably not be replaced.
SIDE TRAILS: Side trail to Old Man’s Head needs reclearing. There are also ten down logs.
GUIDE BOOK DATA: Viewpoint where trail drops off Little Bigelow is 6.62 m. instead of 6.71
m. At junction of trail with former Dead River Route it is 8.31 m. instead of 8.41 m. The trail
follows the Dead River Route for 0.4 m. then. The signs “water” (at Safford Brook) is 0.1 m. up
trail from junction. All other points coincide with the measuring wheel. Trail swings right from
well worn wood road at 8.71 m.
If abandoned route by way of sag at base of East Peak is cleared this season, it can be used as an
alternate route
NEEDED WORK:
A. Complete clearing from 5 m. to 5.72 m.
B. Clearing of blowdowns from Old Man’s Head to firetower. These two sections should be
given priority for 1951.
C. Cut out all logs on section.
D. Clear side trail to Old Man's Head.
E. General clearing on sections where needed.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL: Yes
COMMENT: These reports were taken prior to the 1951 work trips. Summer growth will be
more pronounced later.
INSPECTED BY:

Louis Chorzempa.

May 28, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Have passed on to Louis Chorzempa the two clippings. He will mail the clipping regarding the
Sugarloaf ski trail to Roy Fairfield. The other one is being mailed to Mr. Griscom.
Re; the one to Reddington Pond, this is no new development. It is simply status quo. Louis and I
never took seriously the stories that Mr. Bancker told Mr. Griscom, in regards to opening the
road and in regard to repairing the bridge over Orbeton Stream. You will recall that at the
meeting at Bates College last fall I reported then that there was a possibility that at some future
date we might have to relocate the trail at Orbeton Stream so that it would cross the stream at a
distance below the trestle and hit the trail part way up on Poplar Ridge. At present there is
nothing to do but to sit tight and watch developments. The relocating the trail would eliminate
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the fishermen using the foot bridge to get to Reddington Pond. After Louis and I were refused
the key by Mr. Bancker himself, we do not take his word for anything.
One new development is an extension of the bull-dozed road from the lumber camp to Eddy
Pond on Saddleback Mt. I talked with a fisherman neighbor who said they stayed at the old
bough lean-to on Eddy. He said they drove practically to the Pond. I am dropping Roy Fairfield a
card in regards to this because he plans on going there for an inspection trip, June 10th. to see if
the lumbering has affected the trail. They had cut clear to the trail last Labor Day.
Louis has put up the board signs for Bigelow. We have also put up all highway signs in the Long
Falls Dam Road and the Bigelow Station road. He still has the ones for Grafton Notch. He has
been up to Bigelow twice, painting and measuring.
cc. Bronsom Griscom, Louis Chorzempa
May 28, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written postcard]
Roy
Fisherman neighbors tell me that there is a good bull-dozed road from the Kennebec Land &
Lumber Co. road and camps clear up to Eddy Pond. They drove up and camped at the bough
shelter. If you are going up for an inspection trip this is your best bet. They had not cut across the
trail last Labor Day but probably have by now. The chalk was free, if you ever need more, drop
me a card.
May 31, 1951. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I have been away from Washington in connection with Trail completion matters and delayed in
replying to your letter of May 25. We are most grateful to you for this manifestation of your
continued interest and cooperation.
Since you have indicated your need to know the situation at once, I am having this letter sent
forward as soon as it is transcribed.
I think that traveling some of the country south of the West Branch might provide variety and be
of considerable interest. The sporting camps and the lakes all are very attractive. I take it that you
have not seen this locality. As I outlined the time required, you may find that it would take too
many days to reach York's by traveling from Camp to Camp after putting in two or three days in
the White Cap area. Further, some of the days' trips, even though you are traveling light, involve
a considerable mileage and would make the project on the strenuous side. This would be
particularly true in starting to travel after two or three days of laborious work.
It is possible to short-cut the schedule by plane travel; I do not know your reaction to this
method. I will try to outline the situation.
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Approach to White Cap. I had thought that you had a Maine Guide which would make the
situation readily intelligible. I am enclosing a copy of Map No. 4, which will enable you to see
what is involved. The approach to White Cap from Katahdin Iron Works would be a long trail
trip. The nearest sporting camps are at First West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine. They are
reached from Greenville. You drive to Kokadjo and then have another twelve miles to
Chadwick's Camps on the Frenchtown Road. This road ends on the north slope of White Cap.
The new proprietor of First West Branch Ponds Camps, C. J. Keliher, is a very pleasant fellow. I
do not know whether you drive to York's or go by train. From Greenville, it is only a matter of
twenty minutes flight to West Branch Ponds.
If you go by train, the Down East Flying Service at Brewer, Maine, is a quick way into the
woods. You would leave the sleeper at Bangor in the morning and be at the Camps in time for
breakfast. I used this Service in coming out of Long Pond last year. The cost for two people is
not much more than the train and automobile transportation into the Camps. This saves the day
which would be required in driving from Greenville to West Branch Ponds.
From the Camps it is two miles by dirt road to the trail crossing on the north slope of White Cap.
One would make arrangements with Keliher to be driven out and picked up at night. If you
undertake this trip, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club treasury should certainly defray the
transportation expense to the trail from West Branch Ponds Camps.
As to work on White Cap: From the West Branch Ponds Road one would work two or three
miles in the direction of Yoke Ponds to the east and a similar distance up the slope of White Cap
to the west. It is mostly hardwood timber and a matter of cutting out small growth. Toward Yoke
Ponds I know of two or three clumps of blowdowns which should be sawed out. To be effective,
one should really put in three days, working as far as convenient on each side of the road. The
north slope of White Cap is spruce and, as the H. & W. have not started any operations in the
area going to the top of White Cap, which you would probably want to do, it would be a matter
of obtaining the view and seeing the country.
Next we come to the matter of traveling to York's. It is a case of traveling from Camps to Camps.
The situation is as follows:
1. West Branch Ponds Road to Yoke Ponds - 10 miles. This has a rough footway in places but no
excessive climbing.
2. Yoke Ponds to Joe Mary. You would have the proprietor of Yoke Ponds take you down the
Kokadjo Road to the trail. It is 11 miles of level going, to Antler's Camps on Joe Mary. If you
had more time, because of their extraordinary view and location, I would recommend that you
take the side trail and go to Haynes Buck Horn Camps, reaching Antlers the next day.
3. This is ten miles. It is imperative that you have unmistakable arrangements to be met at the
foot of Nahmakanta by boat to avoid the additional 7 mile walk around Nahmakanta Lake. You
would, for lack of time, probably omit going back to the foot of the lake and come up to the head
of Nahmakanta, although it is interesting terrain.
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4. Nahmakanta to Rainbow Lake Camps. This is 8 miles and an easy trip.
5. Rainbow to York's. You will see that the schedule you have outlined (unless by plane you
omit a portion of it) would mean 8 consecutive days. Without an intervening day of rest, this
schedule is decidedly on the strenuous side to begin one’s vacation. There is a plane, as you
know, at Millinocket which drops in and out of these lakes.
There are tools and equipment at all the sporting camps. If I knew whether you drove to York's I
could be perhaps more specific. If you drive, you might consider detouring into West Branch
Ponds for two or three days and then continuing on the auto road via Kokadjo instead of coming
in from Millinocket.
I do think that you would find it very pleasurable, one of these days, to travel the trail from
Camp to Camp south of the Penobscot West Branch. I would like to have you do it after we had
gone through with the trail clearing so that you would obtain maximum enjoyment from the
route.
If you do not have clearly in mind the Frenchtown and Kokadjo Roads, I suggest that you pick
up a State of Maine oil map which should have these. The extension of Frenchtown Road along
the north slope of White Cap is a new development.
You have been of so much help to us that I would not want you, in your efforts to be of
continued assistance, to undertake an itinerary which might involve considerable pressure to
reach your objective at the desired time. I hope that I have outlined the situation generally to the
extent that it gives you a clear comprehension of the distances, etc. When you study the letter
and the map, in the light of your own plans, you can readily determine what is feasible. I will
then be able to be more specific.
The signs for the summit post at Katahdin are going forward to Junior York in your care.
Again expressing our appreciation o£ your willingness to help in dealing with this White Cap
problem.
1 copy via air mail; one copy regular mail.
Inclosure - Map No. 4
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
May 31, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
A fisherman friend has informed me that he was up to Bald Mt. Lake a week ago. The trail is in
very good shape as far as the lake. The U. of M. has had a work trip and had cleared out all logs.
He did not go beyond the lake. The dam has gone out and all there is now is just a channel down
the center of what was the lake. There has not been anything done about the campsite at
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Breakneck Ridge, but they have been camping at Marble Brook. Irlands Camp at Marble Brook
is now locked. Can drive by jeep as far as Marble Brook.
P.S. Am showing the trail slides to the Franklin Co. Fish and Game Assn. Wed. June 15th.
They plan a work trip June 16 & 17th.
June 2, 1951. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I have read, three times, your letter of May 26th, under the caption of "Operation Little
Spruces!". I am now circularizing it. We feel that, like your description of the winter work trip,
this will make a very interesting item for either the September, 1951, or the January, 1952,
Appalachian Trailwav News, depending upon Miss Stephenson's space availability, at that time.
Since it is a personal letter, we are sending you the item with its introduction and the portion
which we would want to use. I am saving time for Miss Stephenson by combining my reply to
your letter with this request.
I fully realized what a major activity this would be. I had felt that the whole area was a mass of
brush and lumber tops and that, unless by good fortune you came into contact with an
unlumbered portion, there could be no real improvement. However, it was a matter where you
would want to explore for yourself before you would be fully satisfied. That you have now
accomplished.
I remember very well the stand of spruce and think the change of the trail through it is to
advantage. I wondered how it happened that the lumbermen had missed them.
From my own travel to the west of the trail I know what a terrifically messed up area the slope of
the mountain was.
The one consolation from this lumbering is that eventually the conifers will return. Your
operation of cutting a tunnel through them will mean that in another half dozen years you will
have this section under control with the advantage of a good footway.
I have read the trail data and have concluded that the relocation through the spruce and the
chance for crossing the dam will mean only one change in the trail data. That is to say that
Mountain Brook is crossed not at the dam but below it. This may be a problem when the stream
is up.
Another accomplishment which must be a source of considerable satisfaction to you is the
elimination of all the down logs in the section of uncut spruce on the slope of Elephant. This
eliminates what might have come down in the Thanksgiving Day storm of last year.
If you wish any change in the item, I assume that you will send word to the editor.
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Now, when we get that thesis out of the way we can settle down to productive activities. After
all, a degree as Master of the Ax or Pruning Shears is far to be preferred to a mere Doctor of
Philosophy.
Enclosure - Item for Trailway News
June 3, 1951. Myron Avery to Austin H. Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
It would be of great help to us in completing the Maine Map Folder if you could mail me at once
one of the mimeographed lists of Public Campsites. You sent us a copy last fall but my copy is
not available now.
Will you tell Mr. Whiteman that we are completing the map and expect to have printed copies
for him within two or three weeks?
We have not yet heard what would be the route of the road south from McCarty Camp.
cc: Helon N. Taylor: Note for Helon Taylor: When the new maps are printed, we will send a
supply to replace those in the Katahdin Reprints and also replace the mounted maps at the
Campgrounds. Have you any word as to the road location?
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without signature in order to avoid any delay.)
June 3, 1951. Peter C. and Sidney N. Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
Thanks for your letter, and for the map. Peter and I have studied both carefully, and have
considered thoughtfully your advice. We plan to undertake the assignment of clearing the A.T.
from the crossing of the West Branch Ponds Road 2 to 3 miles east toward Yoke Ponds, and a
like distance up the slope of White Cap to the west. We will allow enough time to do the job, and
then proceed to York’s along the A.T. without attempting to do the impracticable. We think we
can do both in 10 days or the first half of our vacation. By using the sporting camps we can
travel light. We plan to go to Bangor by sleeper and fly in to First West Branch Camps. As we
could leave Boston Friday the 13th of July, we should be in camp Saturday morning in time to
do a day’s work. Sunday and Monday should complete the work, and include an ascent of White
Cap. Tuesday we could start for Yoke Pond Camp, Antlers Wednesday night, Nahmakanta
Thursday, Rainbow Friday, York’s Saturday (?). We plan to give ourselves two days of grace to
cover side trips, or bad weather. We believe that we can do this, and are looking forward to
undertaking it.
The only alternative that occurs to me is to go to Greenville by train and fly in from there. It
might be less expensive. Probably Mr. C. J. Keliher could give us those details. We have seen
Bangor, but Greenville and Moosehead Lake would be something new.
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We will not drive because we do not own an automobile so it is train and plane. We prefer to
start at White Cap and work north, rather than at Katahdin and travel south because some of our
friends will be in York’s during August.
We hope that we shall be able to solve your problem, and to cover some country new to us. We
appreciate your detailed letter and sound advice.
June 4, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Have not heard anything further about the lumbering on Saddleback Mt. You can now drive
practically to Eddy Pond.
Louis and I was up on the Bigelow Range Trail over the weekend. We have now completely
recleared from Cranberry Peak to the junction of the A.T. at Horns Pond shelters. It is open from
Cranberry Peak to Stratton, altho it does need touching up in places. This is a very interesting 7
miles. A new development is a bull-dozed truck road on the west side of Stratton Brook Pond on
the trail from the Pond to Bigelow Station. Am showing the slides to the Franklin Co. Fish and
Game Assn. June 13.
June 5, 1951. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I am glad to have your post card of May 3l, telling me that the University of Maine work trip
apparently extended from Blanchard to Bald Mountain Lake Dam. We will have to note in the
Guidebook that the Dam has gone out. It will probably make for difficulty in crossing.
My concern with the University of Maine Outing Club section is, of course, the inaccessible
central portion and the west side of the mountain. You, from what you accomplished last year in
mowing that section, know how badly needed mowing is each year. I am afraid that that is the
portion which the University of Maine activity will not reach and we will have it as a problem on
our hands.
The initiative on the Breakneck Ridge Campsite was with the Outing Club. I suppose it was a
matter which was overlooked. The signs and all that were sent to the Club. I am interested to see
that the Franklin Fish and Game Association has scheduled a work trip in the middle of June.
Since they are fishermen we need not have any sympathy for them in undertaking a work trip at
that time of the year. They should know what they will experience.
cc:

Roy P. Fairfield
Clair Sawtelle
Miss Stephenson
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(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without signature in order to avoid any delay.)
June 5, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
Have been busy on the Trail to date. Have not finished on Mt. Bigelow as yet, and hope to be
able to make a report covering this section soon. However, all the new board direction signs
(except 2) are up. The section in the vicinity of Safford Brook is in good shape and will require
only light clearing. The condition of the new section of trail (which was cleared by Sheridan
Scribner and Mr. Sargent) is like Mr. Scribner reported. They cleared most of the Trail well,
leaving mostly logs for later touch-up work. The last 2/3 mile on the mountain (from beyond the
new 5 m. marker to 5.72 m.) needs quite a bit of work yet. I plan to send a report, covering the
conditions of the Trail, to Mr. Floyd Flagg and his Scouts before they make their work trip. I
find, that now the new section of Trail is cleared, there is a slight excess of blazes. This is due to
painting before the Trail was cleared. Some time in the future, after the footway is better worn,
some of these can be eliminated.
I am confining this letter chiefly to a report on the present condition of the “Bigelow Range
Trail”. This side trail is now completely opened up and painted (blue). And most of it is in class
“A” shape.
Mr. Reeves and I have put in two full week-ends working on it this spring. (May 19 & 20 and
June 2 & 3). There are no paint blazes the 1st 0.44 m. from Maine Highway 27 (Stratton). This is
along a dirt road passable by automobile, and it never has been previously painted. However we
believe that at some time the paint blazes should be extended clear to the highway. We have
painted the words “ARNOLD’S WELL” and the “CAVE” at the proper places on the ledges
along the trail designating each.
The board direction signs at each end are in good shape. No. 217 (at junction of A.T. and
Bigelow Range Trail) and No. 219 (at west end of Bigelow Range Trail in Stratton on leaving
Maine Highway 27). At 0.44 m. where the trail leaves the dirt road at the Stratton end is one of
Fred Hutchins’ signs which is still in fair shape.
Evidence of the storm of last November were numerous blowdowns along the first mile of trail
from the Horn’s Pond west, where the route leads through a section of uncut coniferous forest. It
was mostly standing dead timber that came down. (This is the first place so far where we have
noted any storm damage.) However, Mr. Reeves and I completely cleared these out. Of interest
is the fact that on the section from the Horn’s Pond to Cranberry Peak (2.16 m.) we have put in a
total of 7 man days in clearing (3 man days in 1950 and 4 man days in 1951). This stretch is all
in class “A” shape and all logs have been cut out except 5 old ones which are flat on the ground
and present no obstacle. The crossing on the beaver dam is in good condition.
From Cranberry Peak Pond to the summit of Cranberry Peak, a distance of 1 ¼ miles, we put in 4
man days this spring. This stretch is in class “A” shape except for a few logs. We cut out all the
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logs except 12 which we did not have time for and had to leave. However these present no
obstacle.
Much time was spent cutting back the ingrowth through the lumbered areas between the Horn’s
Pond and the summit of Cranberry Peak; also in cleaning out the blowdown area at the east base
of Cranberry Peak. One day was spent in 1950 roughly clearing from Stratton to Cranberry Peak
Pond. To sum up, Mr. Reeves and I have put in a total of 12 man days (1950 and 1951) in
clearing and painting this side trail.
From the summit of Cranberry Peak (3.43 m. East to West) nearly to the Spring (5.2 m. East to
West) the trail is in good shape, requiring only touch-up clearing in a few spots. There are 10
down logs on this stretch.
From the Spring west for ½ mile is considerable growth of bushes. Needs clearing and widening
(work for pruning shears). Also 15 down logs from Spring (5.2 m.) to (6.23 m. east to west)
where dirt road comes in from left and paint blazes end. This last is what Fred Hutchins had
promised to clear last year in correspondence with Mr. Reeves. Mr. Reeves has reminded him of
this just recently. However the route is well marked along here and can be followed without any
difficulty.
I have made this report in considerable detail so that you may know the exact status of this side
trail.
Mr. Reeves and I are particularly impressed that a trail of less than 7 miles could have so many
remarkable views and so many points of interest. Every effort should be made to encourage
hikers to use this trail, particularly from the eastern end at the Horns Pond where it is better
cleared.
I expect to have a complete report on Bigelow soon.
Copy to:

Lawson Reeves
Helon Taylor

June 7, 1951.
TO THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
I am very glad to be able to advise the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club that Sidney
N, Tappan, who maintains the section from Katahdin Stream Campground beyond the Penobscot
West Branch, on reading my reports as to the White Cap difficulties, has volunteered to care for
the problem. He and his son, Peter, will spend three days at West Branch Ponds working on the
Trail in both directions. They will leave Boston on July 13. They will then hike to York’s
Camps, where they will spend the rest of their vacation.
This offer of assistance is of tremendous help to us in caring for this problem.
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I am depending upon Clair Sawtelle to maintain contact with the representatives of
Hollingsworth and Whitney Lumber Company to ascertain when they start lumbering on White
Cap so that we will have immediate notice.
The Green Mountain Club of Vermont picked up and published our new leaflet -- "Monitions to
Those Who Travel The Appalachian Trail in Maine", with a very nicely phrased introduction. I
understand that the Adirondack Club has asked for similar permission. Our members in Maine
can indicate whether Gene Leterneau’s column picked it up. I suppose there has not been time to
have it appear in the Sportsmen’s Guide.
Myron H. Avery President
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club
cc:

Seymour R. Smith
Sidney N. Tappan

June 7, 1951. Myron Avery to
Mr. Keith Skillin Proprietor
Yoke Ponds Camps
Kokadjo, Maine
Mr. Clinton Boyington, Proprietor
Antlers Camps
Lower Joe Mary Lakes
Millinocket, Maine
Mr. E. R. Schoppe, Proprietor
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Millinocket, Maine
Mr. H. W. Richards, Proprietor
Rainbow Lake Camps
Millinocket, Maine
Dear Sits:
I am writing you a note to let you know that two Trail friends, Mr. Sidney N. Tappan and his
son, Peter C, Tappan (2 Conant Street, Beverly, Mass.), plan to come over the Trail, from White
Cap to Mt. Katahdin. They will probably follow a schedule, arriving at Yoke Ponds Camps,
Tuesday, July 17th, Antlers, the 18th, Nahmkanta, the 19th, and Rainbow, the 20th. Since they
will be traveling light and as this may be your slack season, if they vary their plans by a day or
two, it may not cause you any inconvenience. I have told Mr. Tappan that if he wishes to be met
at the foot of Nahmakanta, that he will need make very specific and definite arrangements as to
the hour and time with Mr. Schoppe.
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I am sending this note of introduction so that you will know that it is entirely in order to have
Messrs. Tappan make full use of any material in our Trail cache, etc.
If there have been any developments in the Trail area around your Camps, I hope you will let me
know.
We mailed out the 1951 Maine Guide supplement some time ago, together with some greencolored leaflets, which may contain good advice for people inexperienced in the woods.
I hope to be in your neighborhood later this a summer but if the war situation becomes more
serious, I am not sure as to what I will be able to do.
cc: Mr. Sidney N. Tappan
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
June 7, 1951. Myron Avery to C. J. Kealiher, West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Kealiher:
My expectations to be back at West Branch Ponds seem to be rather slow in materializing. I hope
that you are well underway toward the start of a profitable season.
I am writing to say that two friends, Mr. Sidney N. Tappan and his son, Peter C. Tappan (8
Conant Street, Beverly, Massachusetts), plan to arrive at your Camps on Saturday, July 14. They
will probably come in by plane but will write you direct. They plan to do two or three days’ work
on the trail and then start on toward Katahdin.
I thought I would send you this note of introduction so that you would know that it is entirely in
order to let Mr. Tappan make any use which he wishes of material in our Trail cache, etc.
I understand that Hollingsworth and Whitney Lumber Company has not yet cut on White Cap
but that the whole matter is uncertain.
I also hope that things stay so that you remain at West Branch Ponds, rather than starting for the
Pacific again. You probably feel that you had enough of that for all time.
cc:

Mr. Sidney N. Tappan
Miss Jean Stephenson

(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
June 7, 1951. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
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I am leaving in connection with our Trail completion affair, of which you have received the
notice, and on my return, I will be away for about ten days. Consequently, I am letting you know
that I have received your letter of June 5 and have read it with greatest interest. I am sending it
on to Miss Stephenson with the thought that she will be able to excerpt items from it for the next
issue of Appalachian Trailway News.
1 am interested to see that you found evidences of the November storm on Bigelow. I have
always considered the Bigelow Range Trail (as did Helon when he laid it out), an outstanding
trail section with extraordinary views, as well as particular features. The last time I was there it
was much ingrown as well as still showing hurricane damage. If I did not know how you fellows
worked, I would find it hard to believe that it is open to the extent that you write.
I think it is extremely doubtful that Fred Hutchins will ever get to doing any specific work.
We did, through the special article on Mt. Bigelow, make a particular effort to arouse interest in
the mountain. It was after that that the trail system developed its difficulties. Then, too, with the
lake, the article and the map are out of date.
I think as you do that the blue blazes should eventually go on the dirt road so as to correspond
with the Guidebook directions for the Trail.
So that you will have this letter before my return, I am having it sent on as soon as it is
transcribed.
This summer on Bigelow will be a real test for the scout activities.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
cc: Lawson Reeves
June 7, 1951. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I received, last evening, your letter of June 3.
I am very deeply moved by your expression of cooperation and desire to help. 1 know that the
Tappan work crew (Peter and Sidney) are rugged individuals but I had felt that they were
outlining for themselves a very strenuous trip and one, which in view of their many
contributions, was perhaps asking too much. Hence, my letter emphasizing the difficulties and
labor of the project. You have brushed these aside and I will now turn to specific details.
1 really believe that you will find this trip through new country a very rewarding and pleasant
experience. That is apart from the fact that I have a feeling of being personally relieved of an
obligation.
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Our arrangements for western Maine are quite effective and will care for the area well. While the
Thanksgiving Day storm was not supposed to have done much damage in Maine, I had a strong
desire to have this section of the trail traveled to learn of any developments. On your final hike I
hope you can carry a light ax so that if any trees are down, by cutting out a few limbs, there will
be an indication that the route is there and someone has gone through with his mind on trail
conditions.
Equipment. If you do not have the Maine Guide, please send a card to Miss Marion Park, 1228
Eye Street, N. W., Washington 5, D. C., so that you will have absolutely up-to-date material.
I am having sent to you under separate cover the following:
1. Revised and corrected trail data from White Cap to the Penobscot West Branch. This
will accord with existing conditions; there are material changes on the printed Guide.
2. Revised map of the White Cap area to show the road situation around West Branch
Ponds.
3. A copy of the trail reports which show the condition of each section as of last year. I
am hoping that it will not take too much time in the evenings for you to add brief notes as
to the condition you find en route and particularly what needs to be done. These, of
course, will be in pencil and mailed back to me from the Camps involved.
4. An extra copy of the sign list. We have mailed to the Sporting Camps certain listed
signs which are to go up en route. Most of these are put up at the Camps and would not
involve carrying any excessive weight, in addition to your packs. There will be nails with
each group of signs. You know that we leave 1/2" protruding, the sign list contains one
page showing the new signs made with notes as to where they are mailed. If you would
take on this additional chore, it would mean getting the signs up a season earlier than
would otherwise occur.
There is one particular task which I should speak of in detail. The signs and trail data refer to a
campsite on a brook just before the A. T. meets a blue—blazed trail from Third West Branch
Ponds. These campsites supplement the lean-tos. They consist of doing sufficient clearing to
provide a tent space and throwing up a few boulders for a fireplace. Then the sign marking the
area is installed. The fireplace at this campsite should be at the very bank of the brook to
minimize fire hazard. The last appurtenance is to blue-blaze a trail down-hill away from the
campsite. This is to serve as the route to a rough latrine which is a sapling nailed with spikes
between two trees and a shallow pit excavated.
The remaining place where one of these campsites is to go in is on the East Branch of Pleasant
River at a distance of 3-1/4 miles from the Yoke Pond Camps where the trail leaves the stream
and turns uphill. The campsite will be on the side of the stream. However, you will have had
enough to do by that time and that one can go by the board unless you are overly ambitious.
The campsite project does mean taking a small amount of blue paint, a brush and four spikes.
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The trail reports contain a list of the equipment which you will find at each Camp. I have sent a
note to the Sporting Camp proprietors en route. I enclose a copy.
When you get farther north you can see the campsites which we installed with signs at Cooper
Brook, Potawadjo Spring and at Wadleigh Pond.
This covers the general situation. Putting in the White Cap Campsite and putting up the signs
will be of tremendous help.
I now turn again to the matter of getting in to West Branch Ponds. I assume that you are writing
to the Down East Flying Service so as to get in there in the morning. You had better query the
pilot as to whether he lands in First or Third West Branch Ponds. If he lands in Third, you should
have definite arrangements with Keliher to meet you there with his car in order to take you to the
Camps with your luggage, etc. If the pilot says that he lands in First West Branch Pond, there
would be no difficulty or any complex arrangements.
I have written that you would save time and effort by getting transportation from the Camps to
the Trail. If you will have Mr. Keliher make out a separate bill on that score and send it to Miss
Park, she will have reimbursement made.
If you go to Greenville, I think you would take Hasey's Stage line to Greenville. There is the
Greenville Flying Service which would put you at West Branch Ponds Camps. The cost might be
less but it would mean that you would lose the day.
You get a bus schedule by writing Hasey at Bangor if you cannot pick one up at Boston.
Considering the lost day I doubt if there would be any great difference on the score of saving of
expense.
I thoroughly agree that it is a much more satisfactory trip to start at White Cap, get the work out
of the way and travel north toward Katahdin. I think you will be intrigued by the changing vistas
as you approach the mountain. You will have in mind that to reduce your load you can mail
parcels in to the sporting camps. Nahmakanta is reached only by plane and if there are no guests
for a considerable period, your stuff might not be there when you arrive.
cc:

Miss Marion Park
Miss Jean Stephenson

Enclosure - copy of letter to sporting camps
June 7, 1951.

ITEM FOR APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS

The May, 1951, issue of Appalachian Trailway News recorded an unusual aspect of Trail
maintenance. This was the excursion, in winter, of the Bates College Outing Club into the Maine
woods for the purpose of effecting repairs to the Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to. The labor required
in hauling in the toboggans loaded with lumber, tar paper, etc., with the outdoor winter camping
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in the Maine woods, made for an unusual experience. Roy P. Fairfield, Director of the Bates
College Outing Club, indicated at the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, on 6 May,
1951, that the experience had aroused considerable interest in winter camping and winter
mountaineering. Winter climbing and camping activities, with much excellent advice and
information, have been featured in various articles in Ad-i-ron-dac. the publication of the
Adirondack Mountain Club of New York state.
This spring, the Bates Outing Club attempted another major operation. Maintenance of The
Appalachian Trail through an extensive lumbered area west of C-Pond in the Bates Outing Club
section has been a sore task. The aftermath of intensive lumbering and prolific small hardwood
growth have required much labor. The Club had thought that, if this sub-standard section could
be eliminated, the repute of its overall 40-mile area might be materially enhanced. Accordingly,
a trail relocation expedition was initiated in the spring of 1951. Exploration of the surrounding
terrain showed that the lumbering was so widespread that no improved route was feasible. In
addition, the present route, with all of its difficulties does have the advantage of the travel of
many years and possesses a good footway.
The one consolation for the Bates Outing Club is that in the course of years the "black" growth
will eventually return to the area and the present hardwood jumble will become a fine trail route
through a tunnel of coniferous timber not mature enough to invite lumbering.
Mr. Fairfield's narrative of his mass co-ed trip follows
“Operation Little Spruces!”
May 19-21, 1951
Three days wiser by experience, we returned from a fly-biting, porcupine-disturbing, and
unseasonably warm A.T. trip in sections 21 and 22. It was our first attempt at a co-ed, three-day
trip, and I believe it was successful.
We spent the major part of last week preparing for the operation, and you know what that means!
A two a.m. session preparing menus, a hundred details pertaining to making signs, sharpening
axes, tightening up clippers, etc., 25 more details to arrange for 15 students and 2 faculty
members to be off the campus two class days. This house seemed more like Grand Central than a
private residence. Finally, we munched a 5:30 breakfast, prepared by a special committee, in our
front room, and took off for the trail on Saturday, May 19. Although a cold morning, with frost
on my windshield, the day was a scorcher by the time we reached Frye Brook. Twelve of us,
laden with sleeping bags, a mountain tent, and three-days’ supply of food, took off up that
grueling road from Frye Brook to Surplus Pond. It was nearly noon before we reached the scene
of camp, the abandoned lumber camp at the crossing of Mountain Brook. The object, as you will
remember, was to try to find a better way from this point to Camp Keewadin at C-Pond. While
two remained behind to prepare supper and make camp, the rest of us set off on the old tote-road.
After several excursions off the trail, as well as a few well-considered views of Sable Mountain,
we decided that there would be no great advantage in exchanging one lumber-desecrated area for
another. It also came to my attention that "marching” alongside the Trail, from about 4 miles
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(south to north) to the old lumber yard at 4.68 m, there was an excellent stand of spruce trees
through which we might locate the trail for part of the way. We pushed on to about 5 miles by
2:30 p.m. During the next four hours, working in two 612’d groups (!) we cut the old trail back
three or four feet on either side to run a super-highway from about 4.7 m. to 5.3 m. It was at this
time that I also concluded that this should be known as "Operation Little Spruces!” Everybody
had his instructions to cut away all brush from every evergreen growing alongside the trail, also
to cut off the lower branches on those which could stand it. This college generation may struggle
its way through the area several times but some generation in the not-too-distant future will have
a better time of it each year, even through the swampiest places.
With two girls in charge of the camp and the cooking, we were able to keep all ten people
working long and hard on the clearing operations. When the time to return to camp did arrive, we
were fresher for that thought! It was a gorgeous night there in the valley, eating hash by the last
rays of the sun over Surplus Mountain, listening to all sorts of night birds carrying on their
communications, watching a full moon etch out a silhouetted woods to the east. And it remained
amazingly warm, so our sunburns became almost intolerable in the sleeping bags, unguentine or
no! With our equipment "safely” stored in the mountain tent, not even the porcupines disturbed
us that night. (Later, we found one (1) handle-less machete which we had left out by mistake;
sweat-soaked leather must be a choice morsel!)
Next day, the ten of us pushed on by 5.3 m. (south to north), relocated the trail downstream from
the abandoned dam at 5.66 m. This has been a sore spot, as you well know, so we took plenty of
pains both going and coming to assure that it was well marked. It does not look too much
different than it did in the fall of 1948 when I was last through there, so we carried it downstream
rather than up. Upstream, where the mill pond flooded the land, there are acres of silt which will
always make good alder fertilizer! No, thanks!
The trail was very bad from 5.66 m, to 7.12 m., many bad blowdowns and blind spots, so we
spent the entire afternoon on this 1.5 mile section. Meanwhile, our cooks had come up with the
food and we had pushed on to eat lunch by the shores of C-Pond. Met three fishermen on the
Pond; they had come up from Upton by way of the river. Worked all afternoon "putting in an
asphalt pavement" back to the dam.
Another warm and porcupine-ridden night. Meanwhile, the other five members of our crew, who
had spent Saturday and Sunday finishing the cross-cut sawing in the virgin spruce on Elephant
and clearing from Elephant Mountain Lean-to to Highway 17, joined us after puffing 1000 feet
up from Frye Brook! The gang went to work on the porcupines, racking up 8 or nine. One of the
fellows said "92 more and we’ll have enough to pay for the trip!" (We were assuming they were
worth 50 cents per nose!)
Monday, we all joined in relocating the trail through the spruce mentioned above, between 4.68
m. and about 4 m. It eliminates about 1/2 a mile of that corduroy road which is growing up so
badly with raspberries. It also circumvents three badly-decayed lumber bridges which threaten to
break down any time. The route is much more pleasant through here now and even follows
Mountain Brook for about 100 yds. near the 4 m. mark. Am enclosing sketches to indicate. We
feel that this is a good permanent job, for the new part should be almost self- maintaining, as
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well as offering more variety. After lunch, 17 tired people staggered down from Surplus Pond,
dirty, weary, and not much caring if the threatening thunder shower hit before we arrived at the
cars. Three days of very hot weather left us sunburned; three days of fly-slapping left us waving
our arms through the air even after we arrived on the campus. After cleaning up (one of the few
times we've been able to before eating), we all sailed into a dinner of American chop suey, iced
tea, salad, hot rolls, and fruit salad — thus taking a new outlook on life!
Roy P. Fairfield
June 10, 1951.
TRAIL REPORT
Section 17 (part)
Mt. Bigelow Firetower to Bigelow Village (10.15)
North to South
MAINTAINING ORGANIZATION: Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts under Scoutmaster Edroy
Curtis
GENERAL CONDITIONS: From firetower to 12 miles marker (about two miles) trail is good.
From 12 mile marker over South Horn to the Horn’s Pond Lean-tos (about 1 1/2 miles) are a
number of logs and blowdowns. Small evergreens coming up in some places, need clearing and
trail needs widening in a few spots along here.
From the Horn’s Pond to Stratton Brook Flowage is generally good. Hardwood sprouts coming
up in some places will need mowing.
From Stratton Brook Flowage to Bigelow Village is generally good. Summer growth will need
mowing. Will need widening in some spots another year.
LOGS: Firetower to 12 m. twelve logs. 12 m, marker to Horns Pond thirty logs and blowdowns.
Horns Pond to Stratton Brook Flowage fourteen logs and blowdowns. From Stratton Brook
Flowage to Bigelow Village only two rotten logs flat on ground which cause no interference.
CONDITION OF PAINTING: Painting done in 1949 is still in good condition. Side trail to
North Horn and side trails at lean-tos blue blazed in 1950.
METAL MARKERS: Good, Renewed in 1950.
MILE MARKERS: All put in new with aid of measuring wheel, June 10, 1951. All painted in
big numbers on large rocks except 17 and 19 m. which are painted on smaller rocks. No. 17 also
painted on large flat stump. This is along dirt road 0.22 m. north from outlet of Stratton Brook
Pond. All old markers obliterated with brown paint, (old 15 m. marker not found, obliterated by
new lumber road).
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BOARD SIGNS: Nos. 212, 213, 216, 218a, 219b, 220 and two metal highway crossing signs st
Bigelow Village, installed first week in June, 1951. Nos. 214 and 218 installed in Sept. 1950.
Nos. 215, 217 and 221 are still in good condition. The firewarden also has signs at Bigelow Col.
and at Stratton Brook Road, for his trail.
LEAN-TOS: Bigelow Col Lean-to in very poor condition. A new lean-to should be built. Logs
could be cut and peeled early in season and construction begun in fall after logs have seasoned.
Side trail to spring has two blow-downs., otherwise everything is in order.
Horn’s Pond lean-tos roofs leak. A few shingles missing. Area near first lean-to swampy early in
season, attracts flies. An effort should be made to provide better drainage. Fireplaces, signs, and
side trails at lean-tos all {in good order. Area around lean-tos could stand} a little clearing,
mowing and cleaning up, altho it is fairly good now. There is also a little porcupine damage.
SIDE TRAILS: Side trail to North Horn ingrown, needs clearing. There are also 12 down. logs.
GUIDE BOOK DATA: From 17.66 m., where the trail turns sharp left, (former highway
between Stratton and Kingfield) a new graveled lumber road has been put in as far as 18.36 m.,
where trail takes right fork, uphill. New lumber camps have been built at 18.15 m. From the
junction of A.T. and firewarden’s trail at 16.77 m. the Appalachian Trail follows a dirt road
(passable by auto) along the edge of the flowage to 17.66 m., where the trail turns sharp left
along the new graveled lumber road, while the dirt road continues ahead to Highway 27.
NEEDED WORK:
A. Building of lean-to at Bigelow Col.
B. Reclearing from 12 m. marker over South Horn to the Horn’s Pond Lean-tos (about
1 ½ miles).
C. Clear side trail to North Horn,
D. Cut out all logs on section, (make cut at least 4 ft. to 6 ft, wide).
E. Renovate area at Horn’s Pond Lean-tos. Repair leaks in roof.
F. General clearing on sections where needed.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL: Yes
COMMENT: These reports were taken prior to the 1951 work trips. Summer growth will be
more pronounced later. The firewarden also has a scenic yellow-blazed trail from his cabin
ascending East Peak over the face of the cliff which rejoins the A. T. in 0.2 m.
Two Hundred Fifty people registered at the fire- tower in 1950.
INSPECTED BY: Louis Chorzempa
June 13, 1951. Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

124

Dear Mr. Avery:
In my absence my secretary, Mrs. Blair, sent you our revised copy of public camp sites. So far as
I know this is up to date and any changes have been made on the new State Highway road map.
We have had 2,000 copies of this camp site folder mimeographed and have placed a supply with
our Maine Publicity Information Bureaus for public distribution.
If you wish additional copies for members you would like to send to we would be pleased to
send you any number you might request.
June 15, 1951. Peter C. and Sidney N. Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
Thank you for your detailed letter, trail data, and tool list, and for your letters of introduction to
the several sporting camps. I wrote to them directly a week to ten days ago. I have had replies
from Yoke Ponds, Middle Joe Mary, and Nahmakanta Lakes to date. I have not heard from First
West Branch Pond, Rainbow Lake, and York’s, nor from Down East Flying Service. I had
delayed answering your letter hoping to hear from these four places so that I could say that our
arrangements were complete. With the camps I can understand some delay, yet three of them
answered promptly. In the case of the Flying service I can not see any reason for so long a wait.
I have also paid my due to the A.T.C. and ordered a copy of the “Guide to the A.T. in Maine”
with the 1951 supplement.
Peter and I will carry an axe, a saw, and a machete with us so that we can clear occasional bad
spots in the trail.
We will try to find time and energy to put in the camp site on the brook near the junction of the
A.T. and the blue blazed trail from 3rd West Branch Pond. On Map #4, which you sent to me, I
see Slaughter Brook in this area, but there is no side trail to 3rd West Branch Pond.
Your description of the proposed location of the second camp site stumped me. I was quite
unable to spot a site on the map which would fit your written identification.
One other thing, in the trail data mention is made of Long Pond yet on the map Long Pond is
well off of the A.T. Are there two Long Ponds?
Probably when I receive my copy of the Guide the answer of these problems will resolve
themselves.
One other detail what is the correct spelling of the proprietor of 1st West Branch Pond Camps,
last name Kealiher or Keliher?
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You need not answer this letter, but I did want you to be informed as to how things were shaping
up, and to thank you for your assistance.
As you requested we will take care of as many signs as we can, and will make notes of trail
conditions to bring your trail data sheets up to date.
P.S. You will notice that we do not plan to stay at Antlers. Instead we will go to Haynes Buck
Horn Lodge. I had a nice note and folder from Jasper. My thought in switching from Antlers to
Buck Horn was to have a plane to fly us to Rainbow or to Sourdnahunk Dead-water if we got
short for time. We want to climb Joe Mary Mt. too.
June 18, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
All the new mile markers on Bigelow have been painted in and the old ones browned out. Also
repainted this spring from Long Falls Dam Road to 5.72 m. where the new trail joins the old on
Little Bigelow, and have blue-blazed the side trail to Old Man’s Head and Shea Cliff. Have put
up additional metal markers from Little Bigelow to the firetower, so that there are approximately
4 per mile over the entire distance on Section 17 now.
I also have installed all the new board direction signs that were needed. These are enumerated in
the trail reports.
I have sent the measuring wheel to Helon Taylor express prepaid.
I am sending you a complete set of trail reports covering Bigelow and the Bigelow Range Trail.
These are in considerable detail showing the exact conditions on Section 17. I have also sent trail
reports to Scoutmaster Floyd Flagg of Buckfield, and Scoutmaster Edroy Curtis of Mechanic
Falls covering their respective sections. I have suggested the building of a new Lean-to at
Bigelow Col to Scoutmaster Edroy Curtis. Since there are over 100 Explorer Scouts in his
district, I have suggested that some of the other units might be enlisted to help with such work.
Mr. Reeves, as usual, has copied all the reports for me in type. After the 1951 work trips are
completed, the conditions of the trail should be considerably better than the reports indicate at
present. One place where the November storm of 1950 did considerable damage was between the
side trail to Old Man’s Head and the firetower. Here, 30 evergreen trees were uprooted and
blown across the trail, completely blocking it in 4 places.
A new development is a new graveled lumber road and set of new lumber camps. This is along
the trail south of the outlet of Stratton Brook Flowage. The exact points where the road follows
the trail for 0.7 m. and the location of the lumber camps are indicated in the “trail reports”.
The steel camp at the foot of the firetower has been torn down. The firewarden reports
approximately 200 persons have registered at the firetower in 1948 and 1949, and about 250
persons registered in 1950. He reports that a few have used the Parson’s Trail and Old Dead
River Route last year, making connections by boat. The registrations at the Horns Pond Lean-tos
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have shown a marked increase the past two years, although considerably less in number than at
the firetower. Mr. Reeves and I were the first ones registered there in 1951 (June 2 and 3).
We hope to get the abandoned route by way of the sag at the base of East Peak cleared some time
this year.
I also installed sign No. 202 and a forest service campsite sign at the Jerome Brook Lean-to.
P.S. Enclosed is a note from Lawson Reeves.
June 19, 1951. Peter C. and Sidney N. Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
Since I wrote to you last week some progress has been made toward the completion of our
arrangements. We have had a reply from Down East Air Service, and have written to them that
we will be at their sea plane base prior to 6 a.m. Saturday July 14th. We have had a reply from
Richards at Rainbow Lake. All we need now is an answer from Kealiher at West Branch Pond
Camps. Yesterday I received from you Map #5, and the revised pages of the guide book for those
sections between Long and Daicey Ponds. As I study this material probably all of my questions
will be answered. Thank you for this material which I presume you will want returned later. I
will see that it gets back to you in good shape.
Recently, I copied from Scribner’s Monthly for May 1878 Holley’s “Tramps and Camps about
Ktaadn”. I sent it to my friend, Mr. Franklin Adam Smith, Jr., near Philadelphia first, and then to
another Twin Pine Camps friend G. Herbert Whitney of Lewiston.
The real reason for this letter is not to be found in the preceding paragraph rather it is in the
conclusion. I was surprised and sorry to learn that you were taken sick a week ago last Friday
and that it was serious enough so that you were hospitalized. I hope that you are much better by
now, that your complete recovery will be prompt and permanent. Whether the balsam of the
forest or the salt of the sea would be the more efficacious, Maine has both, and I hope you may
be able to get away from Washington for rest and recreation soon.
June 25, 1951. Charles B. Fobes, 117 Massachusetts Avenue, Portland, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Avery—
Under separate cover I am sending you a copy of a short study on Grafton, Maine that I recently
completed. I wrote you about four years ago from Concord, N.H. at which time I was collecting
material for the paper. I wrote Mr. Storey of West Carry Pond Camps but did not hear from
them.
The Grafton paper may not be 100 per cent complete but those who hike the Appalachian Trail
may find it of interest.
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June 25, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
You will recall that last fall I wrote you that I had talked with Mr. Robert Perfect, a travelling
salesman for Veeder-Root, in regards to cyclometers for the Appalachian Trail measuring wheel.
At that time they sent me a folder of a measuring device used by public utilities etc. This was not
satisfactory for our purpose.
This spring when Mr. Perfect called, I again asked him about these cyclometers. Since he did not
seem to be too sure of the particular instrument that I referred to, I went up to Louis Chorzempa's
house and brought down the wheel that he had been using on Mt. Bigelow Mr. Perfect said that
when he went back to the factory he would look it up and see if there might be any cases left
over from the time when they were manufacturing them. Today he called again and presented me
with a cyclometer like we wanted. It has a dial for one one-hundredths of a mile, also a trip dial
with a reset wheel.
There is no charge for this, as it is from the compliments of Veeder-Root. However, Mr. Perfect
did suggest that we take a good snap shot of this on a wheel and send the snapshot to Mr. C. E.
Smith, Veeder-Root Inc., Hartford Conn. They might like to use it in their publicity purposes. In
the meantime may I suggest that you write a letter thanking Mr. Smith pending the securing of
the snapshot.
Mr. Perfect said that this cyclometer (special MT28S) cannot be replaced, that it is the only one
available but that they can service all of the old meters if needs be. He did say that they can
make, without much trouble, a cyclometer that will register to a hundredths of a mile, without the
trip dial. This could be used but would not be quite so convenient.
This cyclometer is built to be used with a 28 inch wheel with a high pressure tire, ie with a
narrow old fashion tire and not a balloon tire. I will hold this cyclometer here waiting to hear
from you as to what you want done with it. However, I would like to know that the snapshot is
made and sent to Mr. Smith as soon as convenient. When writing to Mr. Smith please
compliment Mr. Perfect to him as he has gone over and above the line of duty to accommodate
us.
cc: Louis Chorzempa
June 27, 1951. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Thanks a lot for the item for TRAILWAY NEWS. Yes, I will retain the caption "Operation Little
Spruces". I agree with you that it is eye-catching. I think everyone enjoys reading your accounts
of the B.O.C. trips, and am glad that you and the participants do not mind seeing yourselves in
print fairly often. I will probably use this in the September issue, unless I have so much that must
be used then or never -- for in that case this would go just as well in January.
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May and early June were hectic months here, so we did not get the minutes of the M.A.T.C.
meeting written, hectographed and mailed out for over a month. However, they did go out at last.
I hope yours arrived before you left, or else was forwarded on to you. If you want any more
copies let me know.
The copy of the Resolution had gone forward earlier to Dean Rowe and the Bursar. I do not
remember whether or not I sent you, as Faculty Director of the B.O.C., a typewritten copy of the
Resolution for the Outing Club, but I think I did. If not, let me know and another copy will come
along to you.
I know you will rejoice when your research is over and you start in with the writing of your
"magnum opus". However, you will probably be thinking continually of other phases you wish to
explore, so to hold to the writing of what you have will call for much rigid self-discipline! Won't
it be wonderful when it is all over?
Things have come up here to keep me in Washington until August 15, but I hope to spend the
latter part of August and early September at Rainbow Lake and Daicey Pond, with possibly a trip
into Chimney Pond and points north. Then in October or November I will be up again, this time
for a fairly long stay, I hope.
June 27, 1951. Floyd Flagg, Scoutmaster, Troop 198, Buckfield, Maine, to Louis
Chorzempa. [Hand written]
Report of work project by Troop 198, B.S.A., Buckfield, Maine;
Long Falls Dam road to former Route 16. Very little clearing. Many of the down logs removed
or eliminated. Cross log replaced at Bog Brook.
From former Route 16 to Stafford Brook Trail good except a few down logs.
From Old Man’s Head to fire tower but path around blow down areas.
Total of 408 hours on the trail.
June 29, 1951. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
Just a note to let you know that our plans are coming along smoothly now. We have heard from
Kealiher at First West Branch Pond and we have our reservations on the “Gull” out of Boston at
10:30 P.M. Friday, the 13th of July. We have confirmed our two previous letters to Down East
Air Service, Brewer, Maine too. We have our guide book and membership card. We received the
sign list last week. Two weeks from now we will be on our way.
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In addition to reading and re-reading the guide book I have read this week Fannie Hardy
Eckstorm’s article “Thoreau and the Maine Woods” in the Atlantic Monthly for August, 1908. I
enjoy her work.
In case you may want to write to us in Maine our address July 14th through the 16th will be
Kealiher’s 1st West Branch Pond Camp. July 18th Jasper Haynes’ Buck Horn Lodge on Middle
Joe Mary Lake. July 19th at Nahmakanta. July 20th Richards’ Rainbow Lake Camps and July
21st through August 3rd at York’s Twin Pine Camps. We will leave for home Saturday morning
August 4th.
Meanwhile we hope that you will have recovered sufficiently to get away from Washington for a
complete rest and thorough recuperation. Of course I may be wrong in assuming you would want
to get away. The deep blue waters of Grand Manan Channel and of Passamaquoddy Bay would
sure appeal to me were I in Washington the last of June. Our best to you and to Mrs. Avery.
July 1, 1951. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written to Lawson Reeves. Your letter reached me
in the hospital.
I have read and re-read the detailed trail reports which give me a very clear picture of the
situation. I would ask, when you prepare further reports, if you could hear in mind to send me a
carbon as well as the original because of the number of records I keep.
I have one or two brief comments.
I would remove, as soon as possible, the sign on the Dead River route pointing to Maine
Highway 16. It might lead someone to think that that was a feasible way off the mountain.
As I said at the meeting, the route which Helon Taylor cut straight up the east side of East Peak
is too steep and too brutal to use at all. There is no point in restoring it as you will see if you
climb it. What we need is something intermediate between that and the present trail on Safford
Brook. The route straight up the East Peak is really dangerous for a solo traveler. I urge you to
make clear to Mr. Flagg that this should not be put back; the amount of labor involved may of
itself eliminate the problem.
I agree that a decent lean-to at Bigelow Col is very badly needed. I have tried for a long time to
get the Forest Service to do it. The firewarden could easily do the Job during rainy weather.
However, lookouts these days do less and less in the way of clearing trails and improving what
they have.
I suppose that Mr. Hutton has felt it inexpedient to try to get anything done in this line.
The Horns Pond Lean-tos are unfortunately in a somewhat wet section — particularly in rainy
seasons. They require each year mowing and getting rid of the dead boughs.
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We are proceeding to make in the master copy of the guidebook all the changes which you have
indicated so carefully. If there is any uncertainty as to the meaning, Miss Stephenson will write
you.
As my letter to Lawson indicates, my non-availability will put a decided crimp into the work
required in the eastern part of the state. I am counting on what Sidney Tappan can accomplish,
Miss Stephenson and some others may visit some of the camps close to Katahdin and be able to
help in that way.
I still think that Wilton is located in the wrong part of the state. I know that you have a very busy
summer before you. If there is any choice in the situation, I would urge that you try to see if you
can develop any information on the section between Pierce Pond and East Carry. Apart from the
fact that we have had no work in that area it is a blank so far as any reliable Information is
concerned.
Again expressing my thanks for your most detailed report and your pains to keep me fully
informed.
cc: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Miss Stephenson
July 1, 1951. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have your letter of June 25th. You are to be complimented upon your perseverance with the
salesman for Veeder, Root & Company. I take it that, on inquiry, you found that the company
had available one meter of the type which ten years ago they manufactured and distributed to us.
All the other leads, including our representations as to the advantage of this type of meter have
been unproductive. (We have sent you copies of the correspondence.)
I have, unfortunately, been hospitalized since the 9th of June and the situation means that I shall
be unable to do any trail work in Maine this summer. That makes most unfortunate the situation
on the eastern end where Mr. Smith and I cleared trail last summer.
As to disposing of the meter, I suggest that you send it here where we keep these supplies. It
means that we now have two extra meters. When the wheels are eventually returned I will check
to see if it works on the present type of wheel and tire.
Louis has written that he has sent on the wheel to Helon Taylor, so there is no opportunity for
you to check it against the wheel left with him.
I think we have a photograph of the measuring wheel which we used in writing the other
companies. This, and the letter to Veeder, Root & Company, will have to wait until I can resume
normal activities. Since the meter is no longer used, I do not quite see how it would serve any
publicity purpose. It is, as a rare instrument, so valuable that I agree that we should express our
appreciation for what Mr. Perfect has done.
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Louis has written me at length and sent a detailed report as to the Mt. Bigelow area. Bigelow
Range Trail is a fine trail and I am glad to see it open. I hope that the extent of use will
compensate for the work. I do feel, however, concern over the sections of the A. T. which remain
unworked. I am afraid that from Pierce Pond to Carry Pond it may become very difficult.
cc: Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Miss Stephenson
July 1, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
Have received your letter of July 1, also a copy of your letter to Lawson. Am sorry to hear that
you have been hospitalized, and wish you a speedy recovery.
I had on hand an extra carbon copy of the trail reports covering Bigelow which I am forwarding
with this letter. Will keep in mind to send you two copies of future trail reports.
When Mr. Reeves and I restore the route across the sag at the base of East Peak, we will try to
find a more gradual route where the trail rejoins the A.T. ascending East Peak. We hope to get it
done some time this year.
Have not received much information to date on work trips in western Maine, but do know that
the Franklin County Fish and Game Association have made one work trip in June. They
thoroughly cleared the trail for 1 ¾ miles from Orbeton Stream east to the 11 m. marker. They
were somewhat hampered by rain that week-end and are making plans for further trips on their
section. I should have more details later on.
Also had a note from Roy Fairfield, through Lawson Reeves, on the B.O.C. work trips in May on
Section 22, when they re-routed the trail from 4 m. to 4.68 m. (S. to N.) and thoroughly cleared
the trail from Mountain Brook to Keewadin. This you no doubt know, as Mr. Fairfield always
send in his reports direct to Washington.
Received a letter and report from Scoutmaster Floyd Flagg on their trip to Bigelow. I am
enclosing their report along with this letter. Scoutmaster Flagg writes that with his boy scouts,
they spent a full week in June on Bigelow, covering their entire section from the Long Falls Dam
Road to the firetower on East Peak.
I will try to see if I can get some information on the section between Pierce Pond and East Carry.
Copy to Lawson Reeves
July 3, 1951. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
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I know you are not in Lewiston, but thought it best to write and ask you the situation so I would
know what to do.
As you know, Sidney Tappan and his son Peter are to cover the Trail from West Branch Ponds to
Daicey Pond, clearing the worst of the blowdowns and growth and in general opening up the
Trail. As there are no plans just now for any other clearing in that area this season, it is most
important that they do this. Myron had made all arrangements for them before he was taken ill,
in fact the last thing he did was sign letters to the camps, etc., about it.
It now develops that they have no pruning shears, and also that there are no pruning shears at
West Branch Ponds Camp, where they start the trip. It also develops that we have none at Trail
Conference Headquarters. (The reserve supply is stored in Myron's basement and as he is in one
hospital and his wife in another and both of his sons are away, I do not want to worry him by
having to ask him to arrange for me or someone to go to his house, unpack the cartons, etc., and
get out two shears.)
So the next thing I thought of was getting some from some place in Maine. I have written Sidney
Tappan to go ahead with his plans, and that I will see that two pairs of the light-weight pruning
shears will be mailed to him at West Branch Ponds and be there by July 12 when he arrives. That
is only one week away from Thursday.
I know you have two pairs of light weight shears in the tool cache at Lewiston. Is there someone
there you could telephone to get them out and mail them on to West Branch Ponds? If not, please
send me a telegram, collect, saying so, and I will see who else has some who can send them at
once.
If there is, please telephone them to protect the points with cardboard and tie up the shears and
mail them, parcel post, special handling.
TO

Mr. Sidney N. Tappan,
West Branch Ponds Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine.

The sooner they are mailed the better, since naturally the Camps do not go for mail every day,
and I think Sidney is flying in, to save time. Be sure to send them special handling. Let me know
what it costs for telephone messages, postage and any other expense, so I can reimburse you for
it all.
There is no time to lose, so if you can't have them sent by Friday at least, please wire me
Wednesday night or Thursday, as soon as you get this.
Undated from Mrs. William A. Grill, Jr., 37 Ridgebrook Drive, West Hartford,
Connecitcut, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Avery –
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The “Hartford Contingent”—picture of the two male members enclosed—has asked me to write
you. We are in our annual dilemma of trying to find interesting new territory to explore next
month. You may recall that an important part of Bill and Caddy’s idea of a perfect vacation is
finding a camp combining trails to walk plus reasonably good fishing. The four of us spent the
first week of June at Chairback camps again. We had never been in the woods that early and the
men wanted to try the famous “spring fishing”. The most pleasant part of the holiday was seeing
the woods at that time of year. The bunch-berries of August were a beautiful ground cover of
white dog-wood-like flowers. The abundance of trillium and white lady-slippers was a sight we
shall never forget. However, the millions of black flies and midges certainly dampened our
spirits at times. The fishing was no better than August so we agree that from now on our annual
treks north will be in August or September. It is decidedly disappointing to be up there in all the
wonderful country and sunshine, fresh air etc. and be hampered by continual use of head nets, fly
dope etc. Guess we just are not real fishermen. It was one way of finding out just how much the
woods meant to us.
We have been reading the Guide to the Appalachian Trail and in so-doing found reference on
page 6-76 to Pierce Pond territory out of Caratunk. Mention is made of Sterling’s Pierce Pond
Camps. We have a folder from Pierce Pond camps now operated by a Pierson M. Greive. We
have wondered if you know anything about that part of Maine and about the camps? Two people
we know went there over 20 years ago, did not enjoy it, but the management has since changed
hands so their opinions are a bit dated.
We are trying to find out if it is a straight fishing camp or whether it offers other opportunities to
enjoy the woods and surrounding country. It is a part of Maine which we have never visited.
However, we are open to other suggestions. At times Bill thinks he might like to climb Katahdin
which would mean a camp nearer there.
If you have any suggestions or recommendations on camps we would all be most grateful. I
know that I am speaking for all of us in saying that we hope to see you in Maine again too.
July 4, 1951. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. William A. Grill, Jr., 37 Ridgebrook Drive,
West Hartford, Connecticut.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Grill:
Your letter with the photograph was most welcome. There has been, I suppose, due to the winter
season, a little lapse in our correspondence with respect to Maine woods activities.
I became convinced, on my very first trip to the St. John and the Allagash, in 1918, that the
woods of Maine during the fly season was something to remain away from unless there was an
overwhelming necessity. Once in a while I go back in June just to convince myself how right my
impression is. Since I am not an ardent fisherman, I can find little compensation for the
discomfort.
It has been two or three years since I have been to Pierce Pond. The section between Pierce Pond
and East Carry is one of our unassigned sectors of Appalachian Trail and its condition disturbs
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me. There are two camps on Pierce Pond. I assume that you refer to those formerly run by
Sterling, who has the hotel at Caratunk. One goes to Pierce Pond for one thing only. That is a
chance at the record size brook trout and salmon. All the boats are skiffs with outboard motors.
The lake, as you will see from the map, is quite spectacular. None of the people fish in the
outlying ponds on the mountain. I had known of Mr. Sterling’s death but had not been informed
as to the disposition of the camps. They are new and Mrs. Sterling provided a very excellent
dining room. There is very little except the matter of trying for record size fish. Your people who
were there twenty years ago must have gone to the camps which are at the southwest corner of
the lake. I have never been at these particular camps. The Sterling camps are not on the lake.
They have a view of the Falls at the outlet.
One of our favorite hostelries is nearby. That is the camp at West Carry Pond. The food is superb
but the camps are not as numerous or as modern as some of the others. We think Mrs. Storey's
letters of her adventures in the Maine woods are superior to the books written by Louise
Dickerson [sic] Rich, who, incidentally, is not far away.
The new lake on Dead River, at the foot of Flagstaff, would provide variety in scenery If you
wanted to see some other section of Maine. It is a long drive around from Caratunk to the West
Carry Pond Camps Road. The fishing is usually good at West Carry Pond Camps.
If you want to forget fishing and enjoy a place with superb food and views, I suggest Jasper
Haynes Camps on the outlet of Middle Joe Mary lake. Jasper is a very picturesque fellow, who
has a running feud with the game wardens. So far he has won each battle but it has been an
expensive affair. The view over the lake of the Katahdin Range from the Camps is unmatched.
These are warm water lakes and the ponds which have trout are higher in the mountain and
reached by plane. Jasper will want to fly you everywhere but, since he is an unlicensed pilot, you
may have some hesitation in accompanying him. If you want a vacation minus fishing, I suggest
that. If you are exploration bound, and want to go north of Katahdin, the Shin Pond House is a
very excellent base. The addresses of all these people are as follows:
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps, Caratunk, Maine
East Carry Pond Camps, P. 0. Carry Pond, Maine
Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey, Proprietors West Carry Pond Camps, North New Portland, Maine
Jasper Haynes, Proprietor, Buck Horn Camps, Norcross, Maine
Arthur Augustine, Proprietor, Shin Pond House, Shin Pond, Maine
H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Antler’s Camps, Lower Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine
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I think that you know quite as well as I do all the camps which are close to Katahdin. Rainbow
has an excellent new management. The former Potter's Camps at Joe Mary are delightful, also.
You would reach Middle Joe Mary from Norcross by boat.
I am afraid that my visit to the Maine woods this year will be of a vicarious nature. I was
hospitalized on June 8 and am leaving in a day or two. The recuperation process will be slow,
and I doubt very much if I shall be able to do other than spend a little time at Lubec.
Consequently, I shall look forward with much interest to learning where you eventually decide to
go. You will have to remember in weighing my recommendations that I may not attach to the
piscatorial attractions of the area.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
Undated response from Mrs. Grill to Avery’s letter of July 4.
Dear Mr. Avery –
Thank you so much for your wonderful letter. We have written the camps you suggested and are
eagerly waiting to hear from them.
We were all grieved to hear that you had been hospitalized and certainly hope that this finds you
recuperating at a faster rate than you anticipated. I hope you can get to Lubec soon. There is
something about the quiet pace of life in Maine that is so conducive to getting well.
Bill was hospitalized Sunday night too. We don’t anticipate his stay will be as lengthy as yours
but his illness may change our vacation plans some. However we have to wait and see but in the
meantime 3 weeks in Maine is an important part of either recovery or normal life. I think Bill is
quite willing to make fishing secondary but it seems to be hard to slow Caddy down.
We will most certainly let you know where we decide to go but in the meantime want you to
know how much we appreciate your suggestions and opinions.
Take good care and if we can do anything to help you, I hope you will let us know.
July 4, 1951. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I duly received your letter of June 29th as well as the other detailed communications as to your
plans which you have so kindly sent to me.
I am glad to know that all arrangements are apparently in order and that your trip is well
underway.
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You have in mind, of course, that the revised sheets of Guidebook data which Miss Stephenson
sent you supersede the printed pages in the Guide. She sent you the South to North so that you
could use those. It is probably totally unnecessary for me to have mentioned the point but I did
want you to have the benefit of the later data.
I leave the hospital tomorrow, having been here since June 8th. The process of recuperation at
home will take a very considerable period and it is difficult to forecast when I will be underway
again even with a reduced head of steam. I may go to Lubec before going back to work but If I
see the Maine woods in 1951 I am afraid it will be in the close proximity of some of the Camps.
For this reason, it is a matter of particular gratification to me that you were able to make this trip
and, on your return, will send me word as to conditions so that I will not feel too much out of
touch. Miss Stephenson and some others are arranging trips to Camps between West Branch and
the Penobscot and there may be a possibility of something being done in that connection.
As far as literature is concerned, some time look for Springer's "Forest Life and Forest Trees".
You, no doubt, have seen the new streamlined revision of the Thoreau book.
I would be very glad to have you tell the proprietors of any Camps at which you stop this
summer that my enforced vacation here will mean that I probably will not see them in 1951 but
1952 is another year.
Our situation has become almost ludicrous. My older boy graduated from Bowdoin College on
June 16th and married a girl from Darien, Connecticut, on June 18th. The younger boy entered
Bowdoin on June 19th but in two or three days was in the Infirmary with a blood clot in his left
leg. That has been cared for but, in the interval, the strain was too much for Mrs. Avery, who has
had to return, for the third time this year, to a sanitarium nearby. Bob, who had one of the cars on
his honeymoon, was run into and the car badly telescoped, but fortunately neither he nor his wife
was injured. In addition, our house developed a leak in the roof. All of these disabilities are now
cared for and we shall try to salvage what we can of the situation.
Once again, I want to express my appreciation of your very willing assistance and interest. It has
been most heartening to me.
cc: Miss Stephenson
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
July 7, 1951. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
Thank you for your long letter, dated the 4th, which reached me yesterday afternoon. Of course I
was delighted to hear that you were to leave the hospital last Thursday. Naturally I was
concerned to learn how many other troubles involving your family cropped up during the past
month. I am quite appreciative that despite all of your problems you have found time to write to
me. I hope that Peter and I will be able to do our part along the trail, and that our letters from
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West Branch Ponds on may at least bring you a breath of the forest, the sound of the wind in the
trees, the sight of the lakes and ponds from some summits, the scent of arbor vitae and balsam.
Of course you will want to know of trails cleared, signs put up, blazes painted, etc. We will try to
give a good account of ourselves. Thanks too for the tip about the revised guide book sections. I
will tell the proprietors of the camps along our route that you regret your inability to be among
them this year.
Now until you hear from us on the trail take good care of yourself. We trust that Mrs. Avery may
make a full and prompt recovery too.
Springer’s book is on my list but it will have to await my return.
July 8, 1951. Clair Sawtelle to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
Supplementing our discussion at the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, I called to
see Russel Gerauld in Dexter. He is willing to do anything he can for us, both as to publicity and
in helping to get trail workers in that area. He said it would be a slow process, but thinks that the
first approach should be through the local Kiwanis Club. He is arranging for me to talk to that
group, probably some time in August. At the time I saw him I had neither slide collection and
could not make a definite date, but have recently received the AT collection back from Mrs.
Jacobs, and also picked up the Katahdin set from Lawson Reeves, so now both sets are in my
custody.
Showings have been made to the following groups:
Rotary Club, Augusta
Exchange Club, Waterville (two showings, both sets)
Men's Club, Universalist Church, Waterville
Tri-City Fish and Game Club, Hallowell
Cascade Grange, Oakland
Garden Club, Oakland
Women’s Union, First Baptist Church, Fairfield
American Legion, together with Sons of Veterans and Auxiliary, Oakland
Masonic Club, Waterville
These groups have varied in size, but would average fifty persons each. The showings were well
received, and I think a fair amount of interest created. I would think that fish and game
associations are the least likely prospects to furnish trail workers. I believe that the showing of
these slide collections is the best means of publicity we can get. While the individual groups
reached are not large, this audience is of the type that could be of value to us as a source of
worker and sponsor material.
I received the trail signs, and will see that they are put up at the respective locations. Am
planning a work trip for the 21st, two of us going in for several days, camping at Jerome Brook

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

138

shelter. Unless we find conditions much worse than I anticipate, I hope that my section between
Long Falls Dam Road and East Carry Pond will be put in good shape. We don't plan to paint,
leaving that for a later trip. Will report on conditions on my section later.
Copy to : Myron Avery, Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, Lawson Reeves, Roy Fairfield
July 9, 1951. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
I had forgotten that Mr. Fobes and his interest in Grafton, Maine, until his letter came, I will send
it on to you unless he writes that it has to be sent back to him immediately.
I have rather bad news for myself, as far as the possibility of seeing you this summer. 1 have just
completed a hospital term of about one month and it probably will be a month or so before I
return to normal activities. This will mean that I will not see the Maine woods in 1951. I did have
a chance to read Mrs. Rich’s latest book and noted several references to C-Pond. I am still of the
opinion that Mrs. Storey could do a very superior job and will hope one of these days that she
may have some free time to prove to me how right I am.
This is just a note to explain why I shall be an infrequent correspondent during the summer.
I do count on, when your season is over, that you will really tell me what has happened at West
Carry Pond Camps. I expect Clair Sawtelle to take care of the Trail in your region and our plans
for Bigelow should take care of the problems over there.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
July 9, 1951. Myron Avery to Charles B. Fobes, 117 Massachusetts Avenue, Portland,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Fobes:
I have received your note of June 25th, telling me that you are sending forward a copy of a short
study on Grafton, Maine. The item has not yet reached me but I assume that the delay is due to
the fact that it has been transmitted under separate cover.
When the item arrives I will, no doubt, have the answer to my query. That is as to whether it is in
manuscript form or if you have taken steps to have it printed and are sending to me a copy of the
item. If you have not taken any steps with respect to publication, I shall be very much interested
to know what you propose to do in that connection.
I note your comment with respect to having written the Storeys at West Carry Pond Camps.
Their address is North New Portland, Maine. It may be that your communication did not reach
them or went forward during the summer season when they were particularly busy. By reason of

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

139

the Lake Flagstaff flowage, road developments, fire, etc., the Storeys have had a very busy three
years, apart from increased patronage.
I shall look forward to receipt of the item, which I will take the liberty of transmitting to the
editor of Appalachian Trailway News and will also pass on to the Storeys unless you advise me
that the copy is one which you wish returned in the very near future.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey
July 11, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
When I got home from my vacation I found quite an accumulation of mail which I am just
getting around to answer. I was very sorry to hear of your recent illness and hope that by now
things are improving for you. You will have to let up, Myron. You are doing too much.
I am mailing the measuring meter to you as requested under separate cover. I did not study this
out very thoroughly but the clamp by which it fastens to the fork is different. Also there is no
need to make a plate or disc as with the other wheels. Instead you will find ten small clamp pins
which fastens on to ten spokes of the wheel. This is what records the hundredths. As Mr. Perfect
explained it to me, it is the mold for the casings that has been discarded. As long as we keep the
old casings that we have they can repair and/or put in new gears and discs inside and thereby
make them as good as new. Thanks for a copy of your letter to Veeder-Root Mfg. Co. It will
show our appreciation.
There will have to be a guard made for this when it is put in use, so as to keep it from getting
broken. I doubt if the old guards will fit this new clamp.
Louis and I plan on going on a work trip this Saturday and Sunday. The weather has been very
hot here since last Sunday. However, the black flies are not so bad as earlier in the spring.
{For 28” small tire (hard pressure) wheel}
July 14 and 15, 1951.

TRAIL REPORT
Section 8
NORTH TO SOUTH

WEST BRANCH POND ROAD TO WHITE CAP
(Peter C. Tappan and Sidney N. Tappan)
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I. PAINT:
White good. Blue, from outlet of 1st West Branch Pond to Junction with White
Blazed Trail, needs paint. Blue from A.T. to summit of White Cap needs paint, too.
II. A.T. MARKERS: O.K.
III. MILE MARKERS: 2 and 3 O.K. Didn’t see Nos. 1 or 4.
IV. TRAIL DATA: O.K.
V. BOARD SIGNS: Posted New Signs Nos. 84, 85, 86, and 87, July 15, 1951. (S.N.T. and
P.C.T.)
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL. Lumbering near crossing of West Branch Pond Road and A.T.
has, to date, done little damage outside of making muddy road out of woods trail. Higher up
beyond 2 m. marker there are three blowdowns. We cleared a path through these with ax and
shears. We cleared from crossing 0.0 m. to these blowdowns with shears. Lumbering on left near
blowdowns stopped just short of the Trail. H. and W. operations to start late August or early
September.
VII. CAMPSITE: 1.6 m. at ruined lumber camp has no facilities. Someone has built a fire right
in the Trail and pitched their tent by the fire. They made a floor of old boards from lumber
camps.
VIII. NEEDED WORK: Contingent on H. and W. operations this fall.
1. Repaint blue, as above;
2. Put in campsite;
3. Clear blue-blazed trail from outlet of 1st West Branch Pond to A.T., 1.6 m.
{2 copies J.S., copy Tappan, 2 copies A.T. files}
July 14, 1951. Hugh P. Hermann, 347 Vanderbilt Hall, Harvard University, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Miss T.G. Stephan suggested in a letter on 24 February 1951 that I try to contact you about two
weeks before a proposed trip on the Appalachian Trail in Maine in the chance that I might be
able to make some observations or notes that might be useful to you or the organization.
We plan to cover the Trail in Maine from North to South beginning at Katahdin Stream and
terminating at Caratunk. Last year we effectively covered it from Grafton Notch to Mt. Bigelow.
Present plans call for departure from Boston about 1 August 1951. I think it will take three
weeks, possibly four, to cover the 145 odd miles between Katahdin Stream and the Kennebec
River.
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Therefore if there are any data that would be useful to you, or any impressions or observations
you might require, I would feel honored if you were to drop me a postal card or a note with
particulars.
{J.S. Please write him at length—copies—Chorzempa, Reeves, Sawtelle, Tappan with
accompanying letter. Send him (even if you think he has it) copy May Trailway News 1951—
1951 Me. Guide Supplement. Tell him specifically of maintenance situations. Will find little
summer clearing east of Kennebec. That from Kennebec to East Carry not worked over 2 or 3
years. Eastern Maine thoroughly cleared last year etc. however.
Could we furnish him a corrected set of trail data. Would be a priceless check if they should do it
carefully and accurately.
Failing this a report of bad areas would be best help.
Tell him Stage Road, Breakneck Ridge to East branch campsites not in.
Looks as if nothing will be done around Monson. Don’t know of any workers there now if we
had Narragansett donations. Has Childs given up his trip?
Still silence I supposed from Jordan and Barren-Chairback. That is worst trouble.}
July 16, 1951. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Commission Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
I am writing to ask if you will kindly send to me at the address indicated below, two copies of
the 1951 Maine Road Map.
1 also wish to request that a copy of the map be sent to the following:
1 copy to

Miss Jean Stephenson
Editor, Appalachian Trailway News
1228 Eye Street, N. W.
Washington 5, D. C.

1 copy to

Myron H. Avery. Esq.
Washington County
Lubec, Maine

I shall very much appreciate your courtesy in sending forward the four copies of the map.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
July 16, 1951. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
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Dear Lawson:
Thank you for your note of July 11th. I am very appreciative of the pains which you and Louis
take to acquaint me with developments which come to your attention.
I am sending you a note to say that the meter arrived safely. As you indicated, it differs from the
one in use in having shorter arms to contact the pins on the bicycle wheel. We will hold it and, if
the unfortunate situation of requiring its use develops, then we will see how to adapt it to the
existing wheels.
Incidentally, in the early days of the measuring wheels, it was the casing which would crack at
the point where the jaws holding the meter fastened over the T-shaped portion of the casing. That
was a very frequent source of trouble about 15 years ago; it stopped completely and, with the
exception of damage to the arms on the outside, our casualties have consisted of lost meters. I
cannot recall any instances of trouble with the inside gears.
cc: Mr. Louis Chorzempa
(Dictated by Mr, Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
July 16, 1951. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
{Stephenson, Park, Giller, Stephan}
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was very glad to get your letter of July 9th. But certainly was very sorry to hear that you had
been in the hospital and that we won’t see you this year. We surely hope that you continue on to
good health and that next year you will be in the “pink”. I think you should spend the month at
West Carry—we have—fresh air—sunshine—RAIN—lots to eat. Fishing is grand—and of
course we would follow the doctor’s orders. I wonder IF I could make you behave?
I really am ashamed that I have not written to thank you for the Pine Cone Magazine. But I will
make no excuses for when I tell you we have had 130 people to date you can well imagine why I
haven’t written. We now have three groups of boys and girls camps coming and altho they camp
out in their own private lean-tos which has gone up on our property, they are here and there
asking questions or wanting this or that.
Last week we had two groups here and between the minges and a down pour they couldn’t sleep
out. So we put them in the camps on the floor three in a bed or crosswise of the beds, so with two
guests we had 29 people housed—and we can only accommodate 18—so you see I’ve gone into
the sardine packing business.
The camps are sending out their groups early this year and making them come often so I guess
we will have plenty of company. I didn’t count the boys in that 130, that’s guests alone.
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Tomorrow we have two groups of about 10 each so I expect I’ll see a boy every time I turn
around. One group tried to find a place on the new lake to put their boat in where they wouldn’t
have to row too far to get over to the Parson’s trail, which they like, the new warden’s trail they
say, is in their words “Hellish”, very steep and I should say a tiresome climb. That comes in from
the West side right up to the watchman’s cabin.
No one, yet, has gone up over the new trail on Little Bigelow from here. But I’ll maybe know
how one guy found it sometime.
There has been three lone hikers through here so far—the first two didn’t stop so I didn’t learn
their intentions. This last chap is out to do the trail from this end to Georgia IF. He said he had
always planned to do the trail and was a little upset when he heard that Shaffer had completed it
but, he said, I can go this way and get just as much publicity. To my mind of thinking, he’s a
little queer but maybe it’s just because I don’t know him. He was very interested in Shaffer’s
time, he even copied down where he was on various dates. He is making 12 miles a day when he
walks but he’s taking his time, sitting out rainy days, etc. He sure sat here, from 1:45 ‘till 5:30
P.M. He wants to increase his time to 15 miles per day. He started out with about 70# but has it
down to 50# now.
His name is Martin D. PAPENDICK, 732 Atwood St., Flint, Michigan. I doubt if you have had
any correspondence with him for he said he couldn't be carrying a guide along as it was too
heavy. He did have maps but I don’t know whether they were yours or just ordinary ones. He is
making notes and he spoke about that he might write articles for various magazines.
We have not seen Mr. Sawtelle yet. A minister and a group of people came over from East Carry
one day and said the trail needed bushing out badly.
I don’t know anything about what the lumbermen did out on the Jerome brook side as we haven’t
had a minute to hardly breath this Spring but Elwyn did go out to our back line one day which is
near the 8 mile mark and he couldn’t see that they had done any damage there, altho they cut a
half million feet in that vicinity. No doubt by hunting season, some of us or our people will be
out that way.
I guess Jerome brook, also Bog Brook is nearly fished out for there are cars there by the roadside
most every day in the week. The fishermen have been getting some good catches all around the
new lake where ever a brook comes in. And below the dam, is childrens’ paradise fishing for
yellow perch, they catch them by the hundreds every Sunday.
The caretakers at the dam are selling soft drinks, ice cream, sandwiches etc. to the sightseers.
You know that name of Mr. Fobes rings through my brain but I can’t seem to make it register but
it seems to me you wrote in the dim past something about him, but we never heard from him that
I can recall. As you say our business has increased so much that I may have forgotten but I know
he hasn’t written recently.
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Louise is of course home, now, and is a big help altho she has to be prodded at times. This next
year (her junior year) she is to board or stay with a minister’s family there at No. Anson. They
have two small children and expect the third one next month. They want her to help out and it
will help us as they only want $5.00 a week toward her board and I am sure she will benefit from
the experience she will get helping care for the children. They seem to be very nice young people
and I think L. will like better than she did at the other place with older people and two teachers.
July 17. The game wardens flew in a few minutes ago and they said they would mail this so I
will close for this time.
Hoping this finds you gaining and that we shall see you in 1952.
July 17, 1951.

TRAIL REPORT
Section 7
SOUTH TO NORTH
WEST BRANCH POND ROAD TO YOKE POND CAMPS
(Peter C. Tappan and Sidney N. Tappan)

I. PAINT:

Good

II. A.T. MARKERS: O.K.
III. MILE MARKERS: Nos. 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1, O.K.
IV. TRAIL DATA: O.K.
V. BOARD SIGNS: Posted Nos. 75, 76, 77-1 and 2. Left Nos. 66 and 67, since they are still
good.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL. S.N.T. and P.C.T. cleared from West Branch Ponds Road, 0.0 m.
to 1.95 m., or where A.T. leaves H. and W. bulldozed winter hauling road. Heavy rain afternoon,
16th of July, stopped us there. We traversed Section today. No trouble despite wet going. Some
blowdown between 3 and 2 mile marks. We cleared enough at these spots to show the way.
VII. SIDE TRAIL: We missed blue-blazed trail to Little Boardman. Keith Skillen says sign is
hidden by large birch tree to travelers from the south.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Put in campsite where Slaughter Brook crosses A.T. {on White Cap 1.6 m.} Heavy
rain stopped us yesterday.
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2. Annual clearing of alders and mowing raspberry bushes and tall grass leaving 3rd
W.B.P. lumber campground
3. Clear trail to East Branch Pleasant River Campsite—quite obscure.
4. Post sign for Little Boardman Side Trail so as to be visible to those coming from the
south.
5. Clear blowdowns up sag between Big and Little Boardman (saw needed and half a
day).
{2 copies J.S., copy Tappan, 2 copies A.T. files}
July 18, 1951.

TRAIL REPORT
Section 6
SOUTH TO NORTH
YOKE POND CAMPS TO MIDDLE JOE MARY LAKE
(Peter C. Tappan and Sidney N. Tappan)

I. PAINT: O.K. except Section from Old Lumber Camp, 8.4 m., to blue-blazed trail leading to
Joe Mary Mountain at 10.4 m. Former blazed trees have been cut down to widen road or make
corduroy.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
III. MILE MARKERS: Found Nos. 11, 10, 9, and 7, only.
IV. TRAIL DATA: O.K.
V. BOARD SIGNS: Posted Nos. 69, 68, and 66. Carried No. 67 to 9.95 m. before I realized my
mistake—too late to rectify it. {Mailed back to Yoke with request it be installed.}
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL. Over-all good. Tall grass at Crawford Dam. Wet, but no
hindrance, otherwise. Road must have been used since M.H.A. and S.S. traversed it last
September. We had no trouble at all. One or two blowdowns-too big for us to handle, but they do
not obstruct hiker.
VII. CAMPSITE: Has been used.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
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1. Repaint—0.4 m. to 10.4 m. where blazed trees were cut down.
2. Replace missing Mile Markers.
REMARKS: We left A.T. at 12.10 m. to take blue-blazed trail to Buck Horn Lodge on Middle
Joe Mary as Antlers Camps are closed.
{2 copies J.S., copy Tappan, 2 copies A.T. files}
July 18, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Bronson Griscom, 26 The Place, Glen Cove, N.Y.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
About 12 or 15 years ago, Helon Taylor spotted a side trail from the Appalachian Trail, .6 mile
west of the Spaulding shelter over to Mt. Abraham. This was never cleared and I guess was
never painted. A few people continued to go across anyway. At the meeting of the Appalachian
(Maine) Trail Club held at Bates College a year ago, the possibility of reopening this trail was
discussed. When I talked with you last summer, you told me about your having a trail in from
Barnjim [sic] over Abraham and down to Caribou Pond. I called your place last Thursday but
they told me that you was not at East Madrid.
Last Saturday Louis Chorzempa and I went in to Spaulding shelter and scouted around picking
up your and Helon's trails. We completely painted this trail in both directions and built rock
cairns on the ledges on the mountain. We did make one relocation. Where the trail leaves the
wood road in the valley, where it was lumbered over, and comes up the hill and enters the
wooded slope and then goes northwest and hits the A.T. near the lumber camp, instead of going
there we laid it out to follow through the fir forest directly to the Spaulding shelter. This makes
the trail here a little longer to clear, but it shortens the distance over all as it is the hypotenuse of
a triangle. This section here had not been cleared anyway otherwise we probably would not have
relocated it. As it is we feel that the Shelter is the logical base and more hikers will use this side
trail because of this.
Helon Taylor suggested that the watchman on Mt. Abraham, Mr. Eugene Harris, might lend us a
hand to clear this side trail so that more hikers would visit him from the A.T. We contacted Mr.
Harris early this spring and he agreed that he would clear the trail when his duties were not
required on the tower. He also confirmed this when we visited with him over the week-end. We
could see that you had done a considerable amount of work there last year. Naturally we do not
expect that this side trail will ever be as well cleared as the main trail. However, there is still
much work to be done here. We did long limb in spots as much as we had time for. The place
that needs the most work done is on the Spaulding shelter end and that is the place that is the
hardest for Mr. Harris to reach. It is doubtful if Louis or myself will be able to get in there again
this summer. If you do have a chance to do anything there to open this up it will be appreciated
by all.
It was originally estimated that this side trail was two miles long but Louis and I thought it nearer
three. Mt. Abraham offers some wonderful views. We did not have time to follow your spots to
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Caribou Valley. We could not quite make up our minds whether or not it would be wise to paint
the trail there. We don't know whether or not the fishermen would make a nuisance of the
shelter.
The Franklin Co. Fish and Game Assn, took over the trail from Spaulding Shelter to Orbeton
Stream. They have made one work trip and did a very good job for a mile and three quarters.
They are going in again the first of August. The flies were very, very bad Sunday.
cc: Helon Taylor, Myron Avery, Miss Jean Stephenson, Eugene Harris, Louis Chorzempa
{Hope you are feeling better. L.R.}
July 18, 1951. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Just a line to say that on Wed. July 18 George Petyak and Bill Hall of East Liverpool, Ohio, went
through averaging 20 miles a day. WOW! They plan to catch up with Martin Papendick who
went through last week averaging 12 miles a day. I think these two are out to beat Earl S’s time.
They sure are traveling light, only about 25 pounds. Very nice chaps. One said he heard from
Miss Park. They want Papendick to travel with them but said they would strip his weight duffle
down so he could go their gait. All I could think of was the Flying Minister. Ha Ha.
July 19, 1951.

TRAIL REPORT
Section 4
SOUTH TO NORTH
MAHAR CAMPGROUND TO NAHMAKANTA OUTLET
(Peter C. Tappan and Sidney N. Tappan)

I. PAINT:

O.K. except for a few spots.

II. A.T. MARKERS: O.K.
III. MILE MARKERS: Nos. 11, 10, 9, and 8, O.K.
IV. TRAIL DATA: O.K.
V. BOARD SIGNS: Not available to us on trip up.*
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL. O.K. Needs annual mowing; very wet going.
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VII. NEEDED WORK:
{*Nos. 50, 51, 52, & 56 mailed Antlers (7/51) to be installed.}
{2 copies J.S., 1 copy Tappan}
TRAIL REPORT
Section 5
SOUTH TO NORTH
MIDDLE JOE MARY TO MAHAR CAMPGROUND
(Peter C. Tappan and Sidney N. Tappan)
I. PAINT: Good—Antlers to Mahar Campground. We took boat from Buck Horn Lodge to
Antlers.
II. A.T. MARKERS: O.K.
III. MILE MARKERS: Nos. 5,4,3,2, and 1—O.K.
IV. TRAIL DATA: O.K.
V. BOARD SIGNS: Nos. 50, 51, 52, and 56 not available. Antlers Camps were closed.*
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL. Good. We had no trouble despite heavy rain.
VII. CAMPSITE: Very unsightly condition. Fireplace partially thrown down.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Put up signs;
2. Annual clearing.
{*7/51 mailed Antlers}
{2 copies J.S., copy Tappan}
July 19, 1951. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves and Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Lawson and Louis:
I received, today, the copy of your letter to Griscom with respect to the side trail connecting Mt.
Spaulding and Mt. Abraham. 1 read the letter with much interest.
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1 had rather expected that the firewarden would not be overly active in clearing this trail, the
wardens seem to do very little of this type of work these days.
Mr. Griscom has, from what he told me and showed me on the map, quite a system of personal
trails. I do not think he intends to have these marked with any paint or insignia so that others can
follow them too well.
There is one aspect where I have a most positive view. We should not, under any circumstances,
blue blaze the trail between the Spaulding Lean-to and Caribou Pond. The blazes would only
serve to increase its use by fishermen. You know that our experience in connection with the use
of lean-tos by fishermen has been a very sad one. It may be necessary to induce the Game
Association from doing more to mark or clear the existing route which can be followed from the
pond to the shelter. Few hikers would make the diversion to go to the pond and, conceivably, the
lean-to could suffer considerable damage if the trail were marked so as to increase its use.
Your letter urges Griscom to work on the side trail. As I recall, he still has some uncompleted
chores on the A.T.
Now that the matter has come up, I am venturing to pass on to two of the hardest workers on the
A.T. some observations with respect to these side trails. (There will be no charge whatever for
my advice and resume in this connection!)
Our publications and the differing colors of paint used are intended to emphasize the difference
between the maintenance of the A.T. and the side trail. We disclaim responsibility for side trails.
However, we find that in practice that is very ineffective. The substandard condition of the side
trail is attributed to the sponsors of the main trail. For that reason we have, in the light of long
experience, come to the conclusion that the development of the side trail should not run ahead of
the appearance of responsible organizations to maintain and keep them in good order. This
policy may seem to discourage the pleasure of exploration and putting in new routes but we have
found ourselves, in many areas, overwhelmed with the mileage of side trails and have been
obliged to eliminate and curtail them — all of which involves some labor. This aspect is
particularly acute in Maine where we are waiting with crossed fingers to see how the
maintenance on Mt. Bigelow and the Franklin Fish and Game Association work out. I know that
the time you have put in was during a period when we were marking time to see how these other
aspects developed, but once one has worked on a side trail he feels that he has an investment in it
and subconsciously becomes tied in with its maintenance.
It is not feasible to leave these side trails with notices or statements to the effect that one takes
them as one finds them. They can, in time, where maintenance facilities are limited, result in
considerable diversion of activities. It is for this reason that many clubs in the A.T. have the rule
of not opening up new side trails unless assured maintenance is forthcoming. Over many years I
have found that the practice rests on a sound basis.
While I am about it and have the opportunity, I might say something about this relocation on Mt.
Bigelow. Apart from the labor on the ground, any change means alteration of sign lists,
guidebook data, mileage numerals, maps and a lot of other aspects, as well as changing the
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through route. For this reason, unless there is a very decided gain, a relocation costs a good deal
in the way of total labor.
It has been ten years since I was on Helon Taylor's old trail, which you can probably recognize at
the junction by the blacked-out blazes. Even then, the wide lumber road was a mass of bushes,
fallen trees from the lumbering, plus the hurricane damage. The labor in clearing would be
tremendous, I am sure. In addition, the climb from the Col up toward the East Peak was almost
perpendicular. If one had a trail crew and could put in a graded trail with switchbacks, this
difficulty might not be insurmountable, unless erosion set in. Certainly, anything that is so
brutally steep and dangerous is out of the question.
It often happens in trying relocations, as on the Mountain Brook Road, that the years during
which the route has been cleared and the footway traveled give certain advantages which (despite
all the objections on the original route) make it superior to the relocation.
Of course, I did not see all of the east face and it could be that between Helon's abandoned trail
and the A.T. there might be a route which would go on to the mountain with a sufficiently
gradual ascent to make it worthwhile.
Our problem, of course, is to try to avoid the loss of elevation along Safford Brook without
incurring the hazard of a rock climb which is necessary if one goes up from the Col.
In any event, I would think it would take a tremendous amount of scouting to determine whether
a feasible compromise route exists. Incidentally, the quickest way to see the terrain these days is
from the air in late fall or early spring but this is only a theoretical method of seeing a trail route.
I know that Louis has all these factors in mind and appreciates that he must find something that
is really outstanding to make it worthwhile to go through the labor of a change and all the related
activities. However, while I am talking about trails generally, I am passing on (equally without
charge) my experiences over a long period with respect to relocations. Many times one thinks
that he can relocate to advantage and in the end finds that the existing route has more advantages
than will be gained by the change.
In any event, you can know that you will be going in to mighty rough country at the east end of
the East Peak. Another thing which makes the climb up particularly undesirable is the absence of
any water on the route which Helon found. I think this covers matters for the moment.
I have had a report from Sidney Tappan that his work is going well and that it appears as if
Hollingsworth & Whitney would cut across White Cap in August or September. Tappan's trip is
a lifesaver in eastern Maine. He will put up some signs and clear out bad blowdowns and do the
sort of thing which will indicate that someone interested in the trail has been through and that it
is not totally neglected.
cc: Clair Sawtelle, Miss Marlon Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without signature in order to avoid any delay.)
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July 20, 1951.
TRAIL REPORT
NAHMAKANTA LAKE CAMPS TO WADLEIGH POND
(Sidney N. Tappan)
I. PAINT: Poor—should be repainted.
II. A.T. MARKERS: Need renewing.
III. MILE MARKERS: Nos. 1 and 2—O.K.
IV. TRAIL DATA: O.K.
V. BOARD SIGNS: Posted Nos. 38, 39, 41, 42, and 43.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL. Several blowdowns cut way thru as many as time would allow (3
½ hours)
VII. CAMPSITE: Unsightly.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Re-clear;
2. Re-paint.
July 20, 1951.

TRAIL REPORT
Section 3
NAHMAKANTA CAMPS TO RAINBOW LAKE CAMPS
(Peter C. Tappan and Sidney N. Tappan)

I. PAINT: Needs repainting.
II. A.T. MARKERS: Needs new ones.
III. MILE MARKERS: Nos. 7, 6, 5, 3, and 2 are O.K. Nos. 4 and 1 may be, but we didn‘t find
them.
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IV. TRAIL DATA: O.K.
V. BOARD SIGNS: Posted Nos. 37, 35, 34, and 33.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL. Good, except for occasional blowdowns. P.C.T. and S.N.T. cut
out way thru some of the worst of these. Quite wet in places after yesterday’s heavy rain.
VII. LEAN-TO: Good condition.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Painting;
2. A.T. Markers
3. Saw and ax and one day’s work clearing blowdowns.
{2 copies J.S., copy Tappan}
July 21, 1951.
TRAIL REPORT
Section 2
SOUTH TO NORTH
RAINBOW LAKE TO DAICEY POND
(Peter C. & Sidney N. Tappan)
I. PAINT: White-blazed Trail needs repainting but we had no trouble following it. Blue Trail up
Rainbow Mt. O.K.
II. A.T. MARKERS: Need to be renewed perhaps.
III. MILE MARKERS: Nos. 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1 were O.K. We took a boat to East End of
Rainbow Lake.
IV. TRAIL DATA: O.K.
V. BOARD SIGNS: Posted Nos. 30 and 31.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL. Relatively good. Some blowdowns on slope down to south bank
of river and from river to toll dam. November, 1950, storm did quite a bit of damage. Rainbow
Mountain Trail should be cleared.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

153

VII. CAMPSITE: Did not check on way into York’s.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Repaint White Trail;
2. Renew A.T. Markers;
3. Re-clear slope to south bank of river;
4. Re-clear from river to toll dam;
5. Re-clear as suggested in September, 1950, Trail Report of M.H.A.
{*2 copies J.S., Copy Tappan}
July 22, 1951. Myron Avery to Mr. & Mrs. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
I have read, with greatest enjoyment, your letter of July 16th. I know how much you have to do
and your taking the time to send me this letter is all the more appreciated.
I am said by my doctors to be a very independently-minded patient who follows his own
inclinations. Of course, you know that this is not so and if there were any possibility of my
getting to West Carry Pond, the scenery, and one meal of the world's best dish - baked togue,
should put me on the road to recovery.
1 have asked Miss Stephenson to have sent to you, so you could retain it, a copy of Mr. Fobes'
article on Grafton Notch. In the winter, after you have read it, you might want to write him.
I appreciate what you have written as to the trail conditions, particularly that the new
firewarden's trail is so steep.
By now, Mr. Sawtelle should have made one of his trail-clearing trips and I hope that the route
over to East Carry Pond will be very much improved.
The Dam has certainly brought you tremendously increased patronage which will probably
continue to mount. I am amazed at the number of people that you can take care of. Perhaps in
time you will remember with some regret the old days when life at West Carry was a little less
hectic.
1 am trying to be patient and to say that in 1952 I will have the opportunity to see all of these
changes. Probably, by that time, however, the Russians will have crossed us up.
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Helon Taylor seems to be making a fine success of his new assignment.
1 have taken the liberty of passing your letter of July 16th on to your Washington friends.
This Papendick episode--another one of these efforts to out-Shaffer Shaffer--is the sort of thing
which we try to discourage. It is just beyond me how anyone, with our warnings broadcast,
would attempt to undertake such a trip without any information. But, after all, that is about what
Shaffer did. He was physically and mentally qualified, however, for such a venture. Few are. If
the Assistant Secretaries discover any record of inquiry from Mr. Papendick of Flint, Michigan,
they will let you know.
I suppose that you duly received the sheaf of green circulars which we sent out in an effort to
reduce the number of these ill-considered trail expeditions. It is probably the old story. That is
the more one suggests that something not be done that a person will go ahead and prove his
ability to do it.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marlon Park, Miss Sadye Giller
Assistant Secretaries - for circulation, with incoming letter.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
July 23. 1951. Jean Stephenson to Hugh P. Hermann, 347 Vanderbilt Hall, Boston 15,
Mass.
Dear Mr. Hermann:
Your letter of July 14 to Mr. Avery arrived while he is still recuperating from some weeks of
hospitalization and unable to carry on all his previous activities. He therefore asked me to write
you and send you the information about the Trail in Maine discussed in previous
correspondence.
It will indeed be most helpful to have a detailed report of the condition of the Trail from the
Kennebec River to Katahdin. It will be even more helpful to have an accurate and careful check
of the Trail Data for these sections. I am therefore sending to you a copy of the revised Trail
Data for these sections, north to south since you say you are starting at Katahdin. This copy was
made for another purpose and I would like to have all sheets returned, even if no changes are
made on them. Where changes are necessary you may either note such changes on the sheets, or
insert pencil numbers and then number your comments on separate sheets to match.
As for the condition of the Trail: From the top of Katahdin to the Penobscot West Branch will
have been cleared just preceding your trip. From there to White Cap is being opened where
completely obscured, and to the extent that two men can clear it in a week or ten days is being
cleared. However, it would be helpful to know exactly which spots might need further attention,
from the view of the through traveler. This section was thoroughly cleared last year and the year
before, but the serious storms since then and some lumbering may have caused difficulty. On the
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Barren-Chairbaek Range, from Long Pond Stream to Chairback Mountain Camps, there has been
a relocation, due to lumbering and the tremendous masses of fallen birch. The relocation on the
tote-road has been well marked. A trip was planned to cover from Bodfish Farm to Monson but I
am not sure it can be made. We would be glad to hear whether there is need of clearing in this
area or any evidences of clearing from Bodfish Farm north to Chairback Mountain Camps. The
draft situation may have rendered some proposed work there impossible. From Monson to
Blanchard has probably not been cleared this year. From Blanchard west to Moxie Pond should
be pretty good; we would be glad to hear whether mowing is needed this year on the slope of
Moxie Bald. From Moxie Pond to the Kennebec was painted last year, but has not been cleared
in some time. Last year the maple sprouts were bad on Pleasant Pond Mountain.
I understand you are stopping at the Kennebec River. If you continue further, you will be
interested to know that the sections from there to East Carry Pond has not been cleared for
several years. Beyond that has been thoroughly cleared.
The above will serve as a brief outline of the trail conditions you may expect, and will
supplement the reports in the May APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS, copy of which I am
forwarding herewith.
To sum up: From Katahdin to Moxie Pond was thoroughly cleared last year, but this year there
has been little summer clearing. From Moxie Pond to the Kennebec was painted last year but not
cleared. From the Kennebec to East Carry Pond has not been worked for two or three years.
Beyond that point, it is well cleared and in good condition. We would be very glad to have a
report as to the specific spots that should be given attention in the eastern portion of the Trail.
I am also forwarding a copy of the 1951 SUPPLEMENT to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE. I understand you have the GUIDE.
These publications give a list of the Campsites. However, I should say that the Campsites at East
Branch Pleasant River, Breakneck Ridge and Old Stage Road have probably not been installed as
yet.
I think the above covers briefly the various points on which you might have wished information
and the points on which we will appreciate it if you will furnish us with information as a result of
your trip. If, before leaving, you have any further questions, please write me at once.
In closing, may I say once more that we appreciate greatly your offer to help the Trail project by
observing and reporting trail conditions and changes needed to keep the guidebook up to date.
Without such helpful cooperation from users of the Trail, it would be impossible to maintain it.
Copies to Captain Myron H. Avery, Mr. Lawson W. Reeves, Mr. Clair Sawtelle, Mr. Louis
Chorzempa, Mr. Sidney N, Tappan
July 23, 1951. Myron Avery to Richard Hebert, Editor, The Pine Cone, Maine Publicity
Bureau, Portland, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Hebert:
It was a matter of a little chagrin to me — in view of my effort to keep current with Maine
activities — to know that the Pine Cone was one of your minimum labors. I have seen the release
and photograph of your presenting to the Governor the first volume of your monumental treatise.
Accordingly, I am writing to congratulate you upon the accomplishment of this work. The size of
the volume was an indication to me of the labor involved.
I am requesting that you have your publishers mail to me an order form for the volumes.
I think that I have had occasion to refer to the fact that the good editor of our local paper, the
"Lubec Herald", had felt that the Publicity Bureau did not sufficiently exalt the attractions of the
most eastern point of the state. I had cut out from the Lubec Herald the photograph showing your
presentation to the Governor. (Photographs are very rare in that paper.) This will serve to show
that the editor bears you no ill will for you were on the first page.
1 know that you are very busy, indeed, and do not take the trouble to acknowledge this letter
except to insure that I receive an order blank.
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson

July 23, 1951. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps.
Dear Jasper:
I had expected to be in your country long before now. However, on the 8th of June, I had a
mishap which cost me a month in the hospital. I am now recuperating at home but am very much
restricted as to physical movements, I doubt if I could do more than climb the bank to your
Camp on Cooper Pond.
I have been hoping that my convalescence would take the turn that I would get strong enough to
come to Maine and enjoy loafing, swimming and sitting in the sun (no Trail work) at your
Camps. That is apart from the world’s best food.
My older boy, I think I told you, was due for Army induction. I was hoping that this would hold
off so that the four of us could come up for a week or so. However, the boy is being inducted on
August 1st and I probably will not be able to travel much before the middle of August and may
have to get back in harness then and forego any Maine woods vacation. If, however, I see any of
the Maine woods, Mrs. Avery and I will be at your Camps. I will let you know in plenty of time.
On one of your cards you said something about thanking me for writing the Forest
Commissioner. Perhaps that was sarcasm. At any rate, I did not write the Commissioner and
have no recollection of ever having said that I would do so. The reason why I would not have
made such a promise is that I would have thought that it would not help you at the present time
but that when Mr. Cobb got to know of you and heard your side of the case that any unfavorable
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opinion would be eliminated. I have seen a lot of this writing of letters and, under circumstances
then existing, it would not have accomplished anything.
I hope that things are moving smoothly and that the "cold war" with the wardens is getting to the
stage of an armistice. At any rate, you might let someone who may not be able to see for himself
know how things are going in that area.
July, 1951. [Undated response from Jasper] [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Send your boy up and he is welcome. I’ll put him on the wood pile.
Mr. Cobb told me in April I think that he had a letter from you. I cannot remember his exact
words but in effect you had spoken very highly of me. He surely told me this are you sure you
did not write him and congratulate him on his appointment?
Sorry you hurt yourself and surely hope to see both you and Mrs. Avery soon.
P.S. Remember me to Miss
Al Cumming [sp?] flew low over town for 45 min. Knocked leaves from trees and done
wingovers etc. so he was recognized from the street by one woman. He has been on hot seat ever
since. Ex Gov. Baxter keeps him on.
July 25, 1951. Sportsman’s Guide. Seek Sportsmen. Urge Fish-Game Groups Help to
Maintain Appalachian Trail Section. By Lawson Reeves.
The past winter the Franklin County Fish and Game Association requested the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club to assign to them a short section of the Appalachian Trail in Franklin
County to maintain. They specified the section from the top of Sugarloaf Mountain to Orbeton
Stream. This eight and four tenths miles was allocated on an experimental basis. This is the first
time that any Fish and Game Association in the State of Maine has ever asked for a section to
take care of. I wish to convey the appreciation of Myron Avery, President of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and of the Club itself for this fine gesture from the F.C.F.G.A. We hope
that all will be so well pleased with this project that other Fish and Game Associations within the
state will make similar requests, near their vicinity.
WHY YOU SHOULD BE INTERESTED
Any organization must have projects, or programs, in order to keep the interest of their members
and to justify their existence. Otherwise they die a natural death. It is true that the Franklin
organization has been very active in stream improvement, stocking, improvements in the Game
laws, establishing a state highway campsite, and numerous other projects. These are wonderful
activities, they are to be complimented, and more power to them. However, we feel that this new
program activity will also aid others: (1) by giving a worthwhile program where you can actually

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

158

see the results and know that it is appreciated. (2) It will make better public relations with a
large group of people. (3) It gives you an opportunity to secure a lot of newspaper publicity, if
you wish. (4) Your organization is granted membership in the Appalachian Trail Conference,
you are entitled to representation and your representatives will receive our literature free of
charge. (5) It gives you an opportunity to show your appreciation for the favors that you receive
from us, when you use our trails.
Slowly, but surely, civilization and selfishness is encroaching upon what we had always
considered our natural heritage. Roads are being chained off, lands are being posted, desirable
shore lots on lakes are becoming private property, and the building of fires is becoming more
stringent. As times goes on people are going to turn more and more to such projects as the
Appalachian Trail, a wilderness project, for their [? Missing section].
…but if we had to start at the present time to secure leases from all of the landowners, you can
see what a Herculean task it would be. Therefore, it behooves all of us to hold steadfast that
which we have.
Scenic Views in Franklin County
The Appalachian Trail is 2,055 miles long, the longest trail in the world. It crosses 14 states. In
the State of Maine, alone, it is 266 miles long, besides the side trails. In other words, one eighth
of the distance is within the State of Maine. There are fifty five miles within Franklin County, or
one-fifth of the trail in Maine is within that county. Besides this there are ten miles of side trails.
No where else will you find more scenery, or more isolation, than within this territory. Sugarloaf
is the second highest mountain in the State. Then Mt. Abraham, Saddleback, and the Horn on
Saddleback are all over 4,000 feet. The North Horn and the South Horn on Mt. Bigelow, and
Spaulding Mountain are between 3800 and 4000 feet. Saddleback Junior is over 3,600 feet, while
Cranberry Peak and Popular [sic] Ridge are both over 3100 feet. In other words we have ten
mountains over 3,100 feet and four of these are over 4,000 feet; Piazza Rock, with its
outstanding rock outcropping and caves is a point of interest. For lakes and ponds we have:
Horns Pond, Cranberry Peak, Eddy Pond, Ethel Pond, Reddington Pond, First, Second and Third
Sandy River Ponds, Long Pond on the Rangeley Road, Sabbathday and Long Pond in the Four
Ponds group all on the north trail. Besides small brooks, we have Stratton Pond Brook, The
North Branch of the Carrabassett River, Orbeton Stream and Bemis Stream, all within Franklin
County. A new development is the ski trail on Sugarloaf Mountain. This fifty-five miles is cut by
but three highways. There are seven state campsites, with eight shelters within Franklin county
on the trail.
This section is so isolated that the two miles between Sugarloaf and Spaulding Mountains was
the last two miles of the whole length of the trail to be opened. The one man most responsible for
this work in that section was a former resident of Franklin County, and now Director of Baxter
State Park, Helon Taylor, formerly of Eustis.
Hiking and Mountain Climbing
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Should there be those who do not see the reason of a fish and game association becoming
interested in trail maintenance, may I say that fish and game associations are becoming more and
more interested in correlating activities such as: trapping, canoeing, outdoor photography,
conservation laws, marksmanship, coon dog trials, auto camping, and hiking. If you think that
hiking and mountain climbing is not a popular sport, stop to consider that every year over 2,000
people climb and register on the top of Mt. Katahdin. If 2,000 people traveled to your local area
for their recreation you would consider it big business. Last year, 250 people registered on Mt.
Bigelow, notwithstanding the fact that the old Parsons Trail, the Dead River Trail, and from the
East the Appalachian Trail was not usable. Between 75 and 80 register on Sugarloaf each year.
These numbers will increase tremendously as time goes on.
We advertise our natural resources so as to attract out of state tourists. When we do this
everybody benefits; the merchant, filling station operator, guides, summer camps, tourist homes,
and the State Park Commission. The more people we bring into Maine the more of us will
benefit, directly or indirectly.
Civic Pride
We of the State of Maine, pride ourselves on what we have to offer the tourist, as well as our
own residents. We advertise Maine as being VACATIONLAND. We cannot expect people from
out of the state to continue to come here to maintain our trails for us.
We should pride ourselves that we have the most interesting scenery and the best maintained trail
of anywhere within the 2,000 miles of distance.
Throughout the whole 266 miles in Maine, fishermen and hunters use our trail to get to their
favorite lake, stream or forest. At some places they use our shelters. The word sportsman is
synonymous with fair play. Therefore, for the courtesy which you take for granted from us, is it
asking too much of you to repay us by giving a few short hours of your leisure time each year by
maintaining our trail for a short distance?
July 26, 1951. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I received, today, your letter of July 23 and the reports.
I appreciate both the promptness and the completeness of the data. I am studying them and will
send you my comment in due course. This is just a hasty note so that you may know that they
have been received.
I have to have some collateral material checked so I am in the hospital again for a few days
(nothing of any consequence). When I am out I will write you.
I am glad to know that your very laborious and most helpful trip (to us) had aspects of pleasure
and seeing new country.
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(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
July 26, 1951. Jean Stephenson to Charles B. Fobes. {See item on Grafton Notch in June,
1951 Appalachia.}
Dear Mr. Fobes:
Captain Avery’s letter to you of July 9 was dictated while he was in the hospital. Soon thereafter,
the pamphlet arrived. He read it with much interest and then gave it to me to read and add to the
bibliography in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. As his activities have
been somewhat limited by the above-mentioned illness and necessary period of recuperation, I
told him I would write you. Unfortunately, I was somewhat delayed in doing so, and meanwhile
your card of inquiry arrived.
Captain Avery asked me to express to you his appreciation of your courtesy in sending him the
pamphlet embodying your study of Grafton. Not only was he interested because it relates to an
area traversed by The Appalachian Trail, but also because of his deep interest in the early history
of all sections of Maine. As you know, he is a native and resident of Lubec, although his
occupation takes him away from the State most of the time.
We noticed that you referred in the Bibliography to the 1936 edition of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. That has been superseded by the 1942 edition, which has
been kept up to date by reprinted pages and supplements; as the 1942 volume was loose-leaf,
these are readily inserted, resulting in a completely current Guide at all times. In the Guide, we
have referred to C.A.J. Farrer’s “Illustrated Guide to the Androscoggin Lakes” etc. for the
description of Grafton Notch. Your study will now be added to this.
Mrs. Storey sent us, some time ago, a most interesting account of early Grafton, illustrated by a
picture of a vehicle in Grafton Notch some 50 years ago. From time to time we have been able to
collect other ephemeral items. If by any chance you could spare another copy of your study, I
would appreciate having it to add to this collection. Captain Avery would like, of course, to
retain the copy you sent him for his own library.
One of my major interests is the study of local history. Therefore no one knows better than I do
the amount of work which is required to produce a booklet like yours. You are to be
congratulated on having preserved the information in it, which will be of increasing value as time
goes on.
July 29, 1951. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery [Hand-written on York’s Twin Pine Camps
stationery].
Dear Myron:
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We all hope that you are recovering steadily. All the way up the trail the proprietors of the
sporting camps were quite concerned to learn of your illness, and they were unanimous in
wishing you a complete and prompt return to good health.
Last Thursday the three signs for the registration cylinder post on Baxter Peak got into camp.
Friday the next day they were in place along with the new sign about the register. I brought down
Dr. L. F. Schmeckebier’s sign thinking perhaps he or some one else might want it as a souvenir.
It is quite heavy because of the lead backing.
Junior and Mr. Kennedy, the new owner of Kidney Pond Camps, are building a log shelter for
canoes at the outlet of Polly Pond. I have put in three days work with them.
Mr. C. J. Kealiher of West Branch Ponds Camps provided transportation to and from A.T.
crossing of West Branch Ponds Road and his camps. He has suggested that this be considered
part of his contribution toward the A.T. I assured him that you, and the other officers, would be
most grateful and that I would inform you of this courtesy. Perhaps the A.T.C. and/or the
M.A.T.C. will wish to write to him and thank him. He was very helpful and so were all of the
other proprietors.
There is more water this year than there has been for years. Even on the tableland there is plenty
of water. The big lakes are full and the river and the streams are high too.
Monday evening, the 30th of July, 1951. {To be copied for H. Taylor}
Painted A.T. from south bank of the West branch to a point some where between 5.5 and 5.75
miles this side of the crest of the ridge. Used one quart of white paint from A.T.C. cache here. It
was warm in the woods today. The wind storm last November did little damage between the
West branch and the crest of the ridge at 5.75 miles. In contrast it took me all one day to clear
blow downs between 2 and 3 mile markers going to the West Branch. There were over forty trees
down in the 1.5 miles between the main road and York’s Twin Pine Camps. The road into
Kidney Ponds camps fared even worse. Foster Field was hit hard. The trail up Double Top is
probably in bad shape, but no one seems to know for sure how bad. The trail to Sentinel is
blocked by high water in Beaver Brook. There is no way to cross the brook now so Mr. Kennedy
says.
Business in camp is picking up now, and August will be better than July. Daily blasting at
Ripogenus power project is the only evidence I have heard so far. Neither the road nor the right
of way for the power lines have reached the Sourdnahunk Falls on the West Branch yet.
August 3, 1951. Myron Avery to J. C. Craig, Down East Airlines, Inc., 554 North Main
Street Brewer, Maine.
Dear Mr. Craig:
You may recall that last August you flew Mr. Seymour Smith of Watertown, Connecticut, and
me out from Long Pond.
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I have had a long illness this summer, which has very much curtailed my activities. There is a
possibility that I will get to some of the Maine lakes and would want to be flown out with Mrs.
Avery, around August 22nd or 23rd. I thought that I had better check with you to be sure you are
still operating the service before I made any plans in the woods based on that fact. I will, of
course, after hearing from you, advise you very definitely as to the date, time and place.
It might well be Long Pond again.
We are issuing a new, revised map of the country between the Penobscot East and West
Branches and one should reach you in the next two weeks.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
August 3, 1951. Myron Avery to Mr. Rae D. Graves Consultant, Planning Division State
Highway Commission Augusta, Maine.
My dear Mr. Graves:
You will recall our earlier correspondence with respect to the revision of The Appalachian Trail
route on the Official Highway Map of Maine. We sent to you a list of the Campsites along The
Appalachian Trail, which varied materially from the earlier editions of the map.
I have just received the 1951 Highway Map of Maine, and I am extremely pleased to see how
accurately the Campsites are located. I have noted the difference in the symbols between the
Campsites maintained by the Maine Forestry Service and those, such as in Baxter State Park and
on The Appalachian Trail.
I had noticed three minor points and thought it might be worthwhile to mention them at this time.
1. There are two campsites on Rainbow Lake; the western one should be omitted.
2. There is a superfluous campsite symbol just south of Sugarloaf Mountain in western
Maine. The superfluous symbol is the V-shaped Forest Service Campsite, which is
actually The Appalachian Trail Campsite, noted immediately below. The apex symbol
should be removed.
3. There is omitted a red dot for the Campsite on the Penobscot West Branch on the south
side of the flowage where the Trail leaves the river.
It has been a matter of very considerable pleasure for me to study this map.
I understand the policy with respect to the indications of the lumber company graveled roads.
There are, of course, many, many miles of these roads, which are permanent, which are not
indicated on the map. I have in mind, in Washington County, the connection between the road
which reaches the base of Washington Bald Mountain and then turns east to reach Princeton. In
the north there is the Great Northern Paper Company road leading by St. John Pond and Baker
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Lake. In fact, it would be of much interest to see all these roads, which have been opened up in
the past fifteen years, appear on a map of the state.
{Acknowledged by Mr. Graves on August 7, 1951.}
August 3, 1951. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps.
Dear Jasper:
I received your letter.
I think that I told you when you were here that I wrote Cobb, saying that I congratulated the State
on being able to obtain his services and that he had my full sympathy for the difficulties of the
job, etc.
My plans have now become definite. The older boy, Robert, goes into the Army on the 22nd of
August. He and his wife are now here. Consequently, as my night letter indicated, Mrs. Avery
and I will arrive at Norcross on Wednesday morning, August 14th {Tuesday, August 13th.} We
will want to go by boat to your Camps. You can let me know whether you provide this boat
transportation or whether Fowler cares for it.
I am enclosing an addressed airmail letter so that word will reach me before I leave.
I am afraid that I would not command much in the second-hand market for my activities will be
very much restricted; no trail work or extended tramping for me this season. I know, however,
that we will find enough to do to be of interest and Mrs. Avery needs a vacation.
To reduce the load of bringing in the necessary clothing, I have sent by express (4 August) a
duffel bag addressed to me in your care at Norcross, via prepaid express. This should arrive in
plenty of time but I am somewhat concerned for if it does not show up we will not have anything
that we need. The duffel bag was, of course, sent by express prepaid. The Express office here
said something about its going to Norcross by way of Millinocket.
To relieve me of any doubt on the point, I wish you would send me a collect telegram when you
get word that the duffel bag has arrived, I would think that it would show up the middle of next
week. Mrs. Avery and I will probably stay about a week and then may go on to Lubec.
The younger boy, Hal, who talked to you about flying is at school at Brunswick this summer. If
there is any way that we can get him up over the week-end, we will do so for he is very anxious
to see you in action.
I think that this covers matters and I am going to look forward to receiving word from you as to
whether you will meet the train which gets into Norcross at 6:52 a.m,, daylight time, according to
the information here.
Original sent by air mail
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Copy sent by regular mail
Enclosure - stamped airmail envelope
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
August 3, 1951. Myron Avery to Herbert Zesiger, Proprietor, Little Lyford Ponds Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Zesiger:
I have had very much in mind our pleasant correspondence of last winter, when you furnished
me corrections for the map in GUIDE TO THE APPAIAGHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, which
covers the West Branch of Pleasant River. As I recall, we sent you a copy of the new tracing,
showing the culture. Since the mountains appear on a separate tracing, the photostat sent you
would not convey a very good impression of the surrounding terrain.
I wrote you that I expected to finish putting up board signs and the painting at the west end of
Gulf Hagas, as well as calling at your Camps this summer. My plans, however, have very much
miscarried. I was hospitalized early in June and my recuperative progress is such that I shall not
be able to do any labor this year on the Trail in Maine. All this has to remain over until 1952.
I have thought that I would explain to you why I would seem not to carry out my earlier
commitment.
If there are any developments or changes in the area, since I cannot be on the ground, it would be
a matter of much assistance if you could let me know of them. I can well understand that until
your season is over you would not have time for anything except absolutely necessary
correspondence. I will, however, hope that you will let me know in the fall of any lumbering
activities, new roads, or anything on the order of your clearing the Pleasant River Road and
putting in your telephone line.
I shall hope to see you in 1952.
{Copy Stephenson}
August 5, 1951. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I have received your letter of July 29 and I appreciate your taking the time to write me.
I am also very glad to have all the information which you have furnished.
It seemed to me that the portion of the letter of July 30 contained information about the outlying
trails, which should be in the possession of our good friend, Helon Taylor, the Park Supervisor.
Accordingly, I have taken the liberty of sending to Helon an excerpt from that portion of your
letter. I doubt if the difficulty with the Doubletop and Sentinel Mountain Trails is appreciated.
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We are very sorry that the signs for the top of Katahdin arrived after you had made your first trip.
It seems to me that your vacation, this year, has been almost an unbroken work performance.
However, when I read that you joined Junior York and Mr. Kennedy in building a canoe shed at
Polly Pond, I felt less concerned and came to the conclusion that you just did not intend to do
anything but labor this year.
Miss Stephenson is putting into Appalachian Trailway News an account of your trip, which will
afford some opportunity to note publicly Mr. Kealiher's assistance. He is far more helpful than
his father-in-law, who had the Camps up to 1950 and, I think, his presence will make a great
improvement.
As to my own situation, I am gradually getting rid of all the restrictions but shall be unable to do
any labor in 1951.
I am leaving here, August 13th, and going to Buck Horn Camps, with Mrs. Avery. I selected that
locality because I thought there would be fewer people around and it would afford me rest, and
with the warm water, beaches, and pleasant views, I would find enough of interest. I may go
down to Lubec also.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller are planning considerable activity, of which you will hear in
due course.
Your trail reports are in the process of being copied; thereafter I shall study them against the old
records and will write you about any point that needs further clarification.
I had thought that Antlers Camps were open but, apparently, they were closed down. We are
trying to locate the board signs which were sent to Antlers.
I have found some satisfaction from your letters in your feeling that you had seen a new and
interesting portion of Maine and had expanded the horizon. That is, to me, some compensation
for all your activity.
As you delve further into the Katahdin and Maine literature, I shall look forward with interest to
learning of your reactions and appraisals of the matter. You are, I think, fully aware of the
strenuous program we have initiated to have all these Katahdin source materials preserved in the
State Library in a Katahdin Room. If there is no war. Miss Stephenson should make good
progress during the coming year.
Once again, let me say to both you and Peter how much I am indebted to you for what you have
undertaken. It means a great difference in the condition of the Trail in Eastern Maine. It would
have been most unfortunate to have had a year of total inattention.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
P.S. Bob, who is now here in Washington, goes into the Army on August 22nd. My younger son,
Hal, entered Bowdoin College in June.
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August 6, 1951. Marion Park to Cliff J. Kealiher, West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Kealiher:
Mr. Sidney Tappan has reported to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and to the Appalachian
Trail Conference the results of his three-day clearing trip in the White Cap Region and his
Journey on to Daicey Pond.
Mr. Tappan has written of your cooperation and the help which you gave him. He has advised us
that each day you furnished to him transportation from the Camps to the Trail and declined any
compensation, saying that you wished it to be regarded as a contribution to the Trail work. Since
I have been at West Branch Ponds on a number of occasions in the past, I know how much this
helped Mr. Tappan.
Mr. Avery has also told us how, in 1949, you helped him clear Trail on the north slope of White
Cap.
Accordingly, on behalf of The Appalachian Trail Conference, I want to express to you our
appreciation of your assistance and cooperation.
The September, 1951, Appalachian Trailway News will carry an item on Mr. Tappan’s
excursion. Since you are on our mailing list to receive this publication, you will see the item
when you receive the September issue.
While it is somewhat out of your territory, I think you will be interested in the revision of the
Katahdin Region Map, No, 3. between the Penobscot East and West Branches. We will have it
available in about two weeks and you will receive a copy in due course.
You will be interested to know that Mr. Avery is recovering in a satisfactory fashion, although he
will not be able to do any Trail work in 1951. I think that his inability to be on the Trail in Maine
hit him as hard as his illness did.
I hope some time in the near future to see your Camps again and wish you the best of success in
carrying on your activities.
cc: Mr, Sidney Tappan, Miss Jean Stephenson, Myron H, Avery, Esq.
August 7, 1951. Rae D. Graves Consultant, Planning Division State Highway Commission
Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of August 3, regarding the Appalachian Trail Campsites.
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It is really remarkable that we get these campsites on the map anywhere near where they belong.
We had one man working with Forestry almost three weeks locating from their printed list the
campsites and lunch grounds. However Mr. Wilkins also gave this matter much attention and has
now I believe, a map showing the locations.
In regard to the private roads, our policy has been to put too few rather than too many on the
map. The land owners are much averse to opening up their lands on account of fire and upkeep.
Another matter is the proclivity of motorist to register their disapproval of certain deficiencies in
these roads in no uncertain terms, placing on our shoulders, the responsibility for all evils.
Another thing which keeps some roads off our route map is the fact that we do not have any
direct official contact, so do not know the condition except by personal observation. However I
shall be glad to look over the road going to Princeton and the Great Northern Road by St. John
Pond and Baker Lake.
August 7, 1951. Faye Mitchee, Secretary, Piscataquis County Fish & Game Association, to
Appalachian Trail Conference, Washington, D.C. [Hand written]
Dear Sir:
It was voted to improve the Trail from Little Wilson Camp Ground to Drake’s Corner at our last
regular meeting—subject to the approval of the Conference.
The “boys” are very anxious to work on this if it is permissible. If so, are there any special rules
to follow.
One of our members has a box of markers that was left in his care by the late Mr. Green and he
says we can surely use those if needed.
May we hear from you soon.
{Copy Helon Taylor, H. E. Childs, Miss Stephenson, Miss Park, Clair Sawtelle}
August 7, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
Am writing a few lines to let you know the present conditions on Section #18 from Bigelow
Village to Orbeton Stream. The week-end of Aug. 4 & 5, Mr. Reeves and I worked from the
Bigelow Village side, while Arthur Hatch and Rodney Wood of the Franklin County Fish and
Game Association worked from the Oberton Stream side. We met them a little beyond the 6 m.
marker in the sag between Sugarloaf and Spaulding along on the second day.
While there were practically no blowdowns up to the summit of Sugarloaf, a considerable
number had come down beyond, across the sag, and on the southwesterly side of Spaulding
Mtn., presumably in the storm of last November (1950). These have all been cleared out. At
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present there isn’t a single down log or blowdown across the Trail on the entire section (12 ¾
miles).
Mr. Reeves and I have cleared and improved the trail as far as the 6 m. marker.
Mr. Arthur Hatch still plans another work trip with a larger group about the middle of August, to
further clear and improve their section. On his June work trip he had a crew of 6 persons. Mr.
Hatch has reported that Mr. Griscom’s trail from Spaulding Lean-to to Caribou Pond is very
indistinct and hard to follow, so there is little likelihood that fishermen at Caribou Pond would
come up to use the Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to. They have a trail which joins the A.T. two miles
southwest of the lean-to near the 10 m. marker.
I plan to prepare trail reports covering Section #18 later this season.
Most of the marking on this section was done in 1948. Although the marking is still adequate,
present plans are to repaint the entire section in 1952 and renew the metal markers.
This spring new lumber camps have been built 1 ½ miles south of the trail crossing at Orbeton
Stream and a new graveled road (following the old railroad right of way) has been built from
Reeds Mills to these camps, a distance of six miles. This road is passable by any car.
The chain across the road at the Redington township line a mile south of the A.T. has been taken
down. At present the mile and a half stretch of road from the lumber camps to the A.T. is very
rough and hardly passable by jeep.
August 4th we met two hikers, (man and woman) Appalachian Mountain Club of Boston, starting
at Bigelow Village and planning to hike as far as Gorham, New Hampshire. Mr. Reeves has
asked them to send in a report on trail conditions to Appalachian Trail Conference headquarters
in Washington, D.C., which they asserted they would do.
Eighteen skiers registered on Sugarloaf in April and early May this year.
Copy to Lawson Reeves
August 8, 1951. M. Perham, Chairback Mountain Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
As the guests are here that were here when you were here last yr. they wanted me to write and
see if you were coming back. Have a nice crowd 9 now and 4 coming Fri. and they know you all
of them and will be here til 25th. There has been quite a few walk the trail this yr. but business is
rather slow. Raspberries are wonderful and very thick also blueberries are ripening. Give my
regards to all the crowd and try and get up. I have all your clothes awaiting you all clean. Are
any girls returning they better come up too.
August 11, 1951. Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine, to Myron Avery.
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Dear Myron:
Was sorry to hear indirectly of your hospitalization, and hope that you are now completely
returned to good health.
I wish to report on our trail-clearing expedition of last week. Eric Vickery of Unity, whom you
met a year ago at the annual meeting, went with me. We camped at Jerome Brook lean-to and
worked east. First off, I want to report that the lean-to needs a new roof. We got caught in a
modest shower, and were some wet. A heavy shower would have left us miserable. The split
shingles are badly mossed and warped. Somebody has broken a large hole through at one point,
and daylight can be seen through at many points. The location of this leanto is a definite fire
hazard in dry weather, and good wood scarce. I carried my gasoline stove in, for the safety and
convenience of it.
Lumbering last winter left a lot of tops and logs too big to chop. We got through most of the
tops, going around one place that was impossible, but coming back into the trail between blazes.
There are several large logs across the trail, but only one that causes any real inconvenience. This
one may stay there a long time, and I might go around it eventually; too high to get over easily,
and too low to get under with a pack on. Also a mean one to saw without binding. We got about
half my section cleared, going east, and except for the logs mentioned, the trail for about four
and a half miles east from Jerome Brook is in class A condition. It is reported that further on it is
heavily overgrown with saplings, but apparently passable without trouble. Very few blow-downs
from the storms last fall, and Mrs. Storey said they had very few on their tote road when they
came to go in this spring. Apparently the storms did little damage from wind, although high
water caused some trouble.
The adzed log bridge over Jerome Brook is washed out, and in high water it would be a mean
crossing. Can’t imagine water enough in that small brook to sweep a heavy log like that out of its
setting also out of sight.
All signs are up except the large directional sign that goes at East Carry Pond; that will have to
wait for the next trip,
Mrs. Storey reported four parties through recently, including the two boys who started at
Katahdin and are going right through to Georgia. They were averaging twenty miles a day.
Expect to get in some more work on the eastern end of my section later in the season, and hope
before the hiking season is over to have it all in class A condition. Think two days, or should I
say four man days, will do the job. Once it is in shape it shouldn’t be too big a job to keep it that
way, barring further lumbering.
Copies to Miss Jean Stephenson, Lawson Reeves, Roy Fairfield
August 11, 1951. Memo from Myron Avery to Henry Childs.
Mr. Childs:
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In view of the fact that there would be considerable time before I could get in touch with you, I
had thought that everyone would approve saying to this group: “Go ahead and clear what you
can". After we see how much their activities result in and get your appraisal of problems, we can
consider the matter further. I trust that you will agree that this action was well advised and that
no one will feel that I have failed to recognize that the Narragansett Chapter has assumed
responsibility in this connection. The more help we can get, the better.
M.H.A.
August 11, 1951. Myron Avery to Faye Mithee, Secretary, Piscataquis Fish and Game
Association, R. D. #2, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Mr. Mithee:
Your letter, dated August 7, 1951, addressed to The Appalachian Trail Conference, has been
forwarded to me. Since I am leaving Washington for about two weeks, I am sending you an
immediate reply.
As a native of Maine, I am very familiar with the section of Trail between Monson and
Blanchard. I was last over it in 1949.
The Appalachian Trail Conference and the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club are very
pleased to know of the interest of your association in The Appalachian Trail. I had heard that the
association was planning to improve and supervise the maintenance of the Forest Service
Campground at Little Wilson. It happens that one of your fellow townsmen, Helon Taylor, now
Supervisor of Baxter State Park, did a very considerable amount of work on The Appalachian
Trail in locating and putting in the route between Mt. Bigelow and Mt. Sugarloaf when he was
stationed in western Maine. I understand that Helon still maintains his house in Guilford and, if
you have an opportunity to see him when he is in town, he can probably explain matters that I
cannot cover fully by letter.
The term "drakes corner” is a new one to me. I suppose it is where the trail coming out of the
woods from the Little Wilson Stream strikes the dirt road going into Monson.
The section from little Wilson Campground west, while somewhat flat, is very interesting with
the side trails which Walter Greene cut to Little Wilson Falls and to Big Wilson Cliffs. The area
was repainted, new metal markers put up in 1949, and again worked over in 1950. The worst part
of the section, from the viewpoint of maintenance, is in the lumbered portion from little Wilson
Campground to Little Wilson Pond. This requires mowing through the hardwood sprouts. The
central portion is in pretty good shape. While the Old Stage Road is grass-grown, there seems
little that can be done on it except to clear the alders.
It happens that some members of the Narragansett Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club,
who are very much interested in the New England mountains and The Appalachian Trail, had
volunteered to assist on the section between Bodfish Farm and Blanchard. The leader of this
group, Mr. Henry Childs, is a councilor at the Camp run by Mr. Cobb at Denmark He has
scheduled, for August 10th, a three or four-day work trip based on little Wilson Campground.
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The probabilities are, therefore, that you will find that portion of the Trail much improved.
However, by reason of the limited number of people, I am sure that the Narragansett Chapter
would welcome the assistance of your association. Since I shall be away from Washington and
Mr. Childs will not return to Rhode Island for several weeks, I am suggesting that, to avoid loss
of time during 1951, your willing trail workers could go through the section and do as much
clearing as they find possible. As I recall, there were not too many blowdowns. We find that
long- handled pruning shears and a tool, known as a weeder, are the most effective for getting rid
of small growth, such as you will find for the first two miles after leaving little Wilson
Campground. There may be some of those tools which were left with Harry Davis at Monson. I
do not have a list here of the places where our equipment is stored. If you find that Mr. Davis has
any of these tools and will show him this letter, I am sure that he will be glad to turn them over
to your group.
Those markers which Walter Greene had installed must be very old and probably they have lost
some of their original color. Since the Trail was repainted and new markers put up in 1949 and
as the painting is a particular job, there would not be any need to consider the marking this year
unless you should find some area where paint blazes are required to take care of some temporary
obstacles, etc. That would really make the work this year simpler since it would only be a matter
of clearing.
I am sending you under separate cover some of our trail literature. We will have the new edition
of our Trail Manual within a few weeks. I think that you will be interested in the Conference's
quarterly magazine, Appalachian Trailway News.
One of the Directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Mr. Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street,
Oakland, Maine, has given numerous lectures on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. We also have
a colored 16 mm. reel, which shows very much in detail all of the practices in marking The
Appalachian Trail. We could arrange to send this reel so that you could show it to the group
sometime during your winter meetings.
I know that all who are interested in the Trail in Maine will be glad to have your association do
what it will in the way of further clearing between Little Wilson Campground and Monson. You
will note that I have sent copies of your letter and of my reply to all the interested people. After
you have been able to check over the area and have scheduled your trip, we can take up the
matter again in the light of the conditions you find and with the benefit of Mr. Child's advices as
to what his group was able to accomplish.
I am having this letter sent on after it is transcribed in order to avoid delay and to comply with
the request of your association that they hear from the Conference at the earliest moment.
As a subscriber to The Sportsmen's Guide, I am, of course, very familiar with the activities of
your association.
If you will let me know what you are able to accomplish, after I return to Washington, I will
have heard from Mr. Childs, and we can take up the matter more specifically. In the interval, all
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the bushes and logs which your association can remove from the Trail will be a very welcome
contribution.
P.S. We find that the ordinary bush hook leaves a high stubble which is often an unwelcome
obstacle to hikers. That is why the pruning shears and the weeder, which cut low, make a much
better trail.
cc: Mr. Henry E. Childs
Narragansett Chapter, A.M.C.,
335 Pleasant Street
Rumford, Rhode Island

Mr. Clair Sawtelle
121 High street
Oakland, Maine

Miss Jean Stephenson
Editor, Appalachian Trailway News
1228 Eye Street, N. W.
Washington 5, D. C.

Mr. Helon Taylor
Supervisor
Baxter State Park
Box 488
Millinocket, Maine

Sent under separate cover:
1951 Supplement to Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine
25 pamphlets on "Trail Monitions"
5 pamphlets prepared by Maine Appalachian Trail Club
3 A.T.C. Publication No. 5
12 A.T.C. Publication No. 17
3 A.T.C. Publication No. 15
2 Years' issues of Appalachian Trailway News
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
August 11, 1951. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louie:
I have read, with greatest interest, your letter of August 7, and I appreciate your keeping me so
well informed.
I judge that the road into Redington Pond from the north is still barred off.
I have read your letter to Miss Stephenson so that, to the extent that space is available, she could
note the activities of the Fish and Game Association. It seems to me that you and Lawson still
have considerable labor on that section. However, the activities of the Association give you
additional trail clearers. It is probably true that only a small group in the Association will put in
much work. However, the adding of another organization to the list of maintainers is all to the
good, although, as I have said, it may not totally relieve you and Lawson from your labor in the
area.
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Incidentally, Piscataquis Fish and Game Association of Guilford, Maine, wrote me with respect
to a section that the Narragansett Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club had assumed
maintenance for and where they had a work party scheduled for the middle of August. I am
trying to work out arrangements to have the Guilford Association add its labor, which I think
will be very useful. It is too bad that the Association had to pick a section where we have some
sponsorship. I doubt if it would be feasible to try to throw their activities elsewhere.
I am leaving for a 10-day or 2-week rest in Maine.
Apparently the eastern half of the state will not fare too badly after all this year unless the
Hollingsworth & Whitney operations on White Cap precipitate a problem on our heads.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
cc: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Miss Jean Stephenson
August 12, 1951. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
Thanks for your letter of one week ago. I was especially glad to learn that you and Mrs. Avery
are going to Buck Horn Lodge. It is an exceptionally beautiful spot. I hope that the warm water,
sunny sandy beaches, balsam scented clean clear air will work wonders for you both.
Since Jasper was not at home when Peter and I were there perhaps you could tell him for us that
we found it a bit tricky following the blue blazed trail into his camp. This trail is not used much
and a little more blue paint would help the stranger. Then too the bridge for a traveler with a
pack on his back presents some problems of balance which in our case were funny but could
have been awkward at least. I fell off of the bridge just before I got all of the way over and a log
fell off with me. I tried to put it back but it was too long and heavy. I landed on top of my pack
on a hummock of grass so no harm was done except the one log missing from the bridge.
If I am correctly informed Cliff Boyington opened up Antlers but later closed them.
Remember Peter and me to Sandy and to Amos. They were nice to us and we appreciated their
help.
Junior York said the day he drove us out to Millinocket that he and Herb White might spot a trail
from the Toll Dam straight to Sentinel Mt. He also suggested that he thought it might be possible
to drop a big pine tree across Beaver Brook where the trail used to cross the brook. My opinion is
that it would require an unusually tall tree to bridge the flood.
The trail to the north slide on O.J.I. was also fouled up with blow downs last November. It is
passable but it requires a bit of caution. A Rev. Walter Cook and Mrs. Cook of Bangor with their
daughters aged 9 and 7 made it a few days before I was up this year. Our coffee bottle registry is
still intact after five years.
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John Goodrich, Leyland’s son, enters Bowdoin this fall. Richard his older boy is or soon will be
in the army. He has graduated from Brown. Good luck for now. Hope you get to Lubec too.
August 13, 1951. Myron Avery to Omar A. Sawyer Manager, Woodlands Department
Hollingsworth & Whitney. Waterville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
You may recall that in the spring you wrote me that decision would be reached in August or
September as to the extension of the Hollingsworth and Whitney lumber operations westward so
as to cross The Appalachian Trail on the north slope of White Cap. Accordingly, I have thought
it advisable to make inquiry from you at this time to ascertain the Company's intentions in this
connection.
One of our work parties recleared the Trail in July on the north slope of White Cap and reported
that there was no interference at that time.
I know that, if the lumbering operations cross the Trail, your Company would wish to have the
operations damage The Appalachian Trail to a minimum degree. It is very difficult for us, using
amateur labor, to cut out and remove the tops and piles of branches which are often, we find,
stacked in the Trail, probably because it is a convenient place. From my long familiarity with the
Maine woods, I fully recognize the difficulties in having men who are cutting by the cord pay
much attention to directions. However, I am venturing to indicate two aspects which would
minimize damage to the Trail. The first and most important problem is to avoid having the Trail
used as a hauling or dragging road. We have found, in the past, that, because there is a marked
route, there is a great temptation to use the Trail route for a road, widening it in the process. The
result is, of course, greatly increased maintenance difficulties due to the bushes, etc., growing up
into a widened trail. If instructions could be given to the walking boss to do all in his power to
prevent using the trail as a hauling road, your Company would have the gratitude of all users of
The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
The second suggestion rests upon what has been done by the St. Regis Paper Company between
1940 and 1950 in its operations on the Barren-Chairback Range. The Company issued
instructions that tops were not to be left in the Trail route but, because the men failed to pay
sufficient heed to instructions, the Company had (after the operation was over) some of its men
go along the trail, remove and throw out the tops, down logs and brush. This was of tremendous
help to us.
While the appearance of the trail may greatly change by the extent of the cutting, if it is not
widened or used as a hauling road and the tops are removed, the deterioration of the route is
greatly minimized.
As I say, I am fully conversant with the practical problems, but The Appalachian Trail
Conference hopes very much that the Company will be disposed to assist in the matter through
following out the suggestions which we, in our experience, know will greatly reduce the damage.
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1 have been precluded, by illness, from visiting the White Cap area, as I had expected, this
summer. 1 am leaving Washington for a period of time and, to avoid delay, I am having this
letter sent forward as soon as it is transcribed.
Incidentally, we have revised our map of the country between the Penobscot East and West
Branches and I have forwarded four copies of the new map under separate cover on the thought
that the map and the developments in the area would be of interest to you and your associates.
I shall be greatly obliged if you will advise me as to the status of the expected cutting across the
Trail route.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Clair Sawtelle
Mr. Sawtelle: I had hoped that your contacts with the H & W would permit you to learn locally
when this operation got underway, I thought that, while it might be premature, it would be
desirable to indicate now what the Company could do to minimize the damage. If my letter
strikes a responsive cord, the Company may be disposed to issue these instructions. If the
walking boss is sufficiently alert and interested the damage would be greatly minimized, I am
hoping that we can induce the Company to favor us in this connection and your diplomatic local
contacts may succeed in putting across these suggestions. M.H.A.
August 15, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I hope that you are feeling better now and that your vacation to Maine will be beneficial and
enjoyable.
I am very pleased at the great increase in interest being displayed in the Trail this year. It would
seem that our efforts of the past two years are beginning to show results.
I am particularly pleased with the request of the Piscataquis County Fish and Game Assn., in
asking for a section to maintain. This is in the district that we have not been able to reach to
make contacts. If we can secure even two or three energetic boosters up there we can build up an
organization where it is most needed. We still need an Assistant Overseer in the Central and
Eastern part of the trail. From this contact we have a chance to expand. It would seem that this
might have been a result of the Franklin County F. & G. Assn, and the publicity that we have
secured in the "Sportsmen’s Guide”.
Another thing of great interest and one which we have gotten some good publicity from is the
fact of the two high school boys from Farmington who are hiking from Katahdin to Gorham
N.H. These two boys are only sixteen years old. Last Saturday they were at Piazza Rock. By now
they should be near Old Speck. They have given us a lot of newspaper clippings which I am
forwarding later to Miss Stephenson. These two Boy Scouts are from the Farmington Troop,
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where Louis, my wife and I showed our slides a year ago last winter. This will create more
interest in the Explorers and the Trail, and Louis and I will follow it up.
I was wondering if you would be interested in having these two boys tell their experiences at our
next annual meeting? If you would, I could contact them. I understand that the Franklin Co. F.&
G. Assn. plans on having them talk before them at one of their winter monthly meetings.
Arthur Hatch, Chmn. of the trail committee of the Franklin Co. F. & G. Assn, is planning another
work trip this coming week-end. This will be their third trip this summer. Again, they have come
across much better than we had even hoped for.
Griscom is working his section this week and then he is going to look over the Mt. Abraham side
trail. He hires his work done. Two years ago he hired two men for a week on his seven miles.
I have not had any report from Edroy Curtis and his Explorers on Bigelow. Louis did get a report
that the Explorers had not done anything yet on Baldpate and he has written Mr. Thebarge
concerning it.
cc. Louis Chorzempa
P.S. Louis and I were on our Sugarloaf section two weeks ago for a weekend. We will probably
get in another trip there yet this summer or fall.
August 19, 1951.
TRAIL REPORT
Section 15
Pierce Pond (Sterling’s Camps) to East Carry- Camps. (7.5SB miles)
North to South
Maintaining Organization: unassigned.
General Conditions: The first mile, from Pierce Pond Camps to where the trail crosses brook at
0.96 m., trail is good except for logs and blowdowns. Beyond for a mile over Bates Ridge, trail is
grown up considerably with hardwood bushes. Descending, trail is good for a half mile with a
few small bushes here and there, and along wood road with brook on right. Then thru conifers
trail is good as far as log bridge over North Branch of Carrying Place Stream at 3.55 m. with
growth of bushes near stream.
Then for the next half mile trail is good with a few small bushes and small evergreens that need
mowing in a few spots. For the next mile small bushes need mowing along trail with bushes
getting thicker nearing 5 m, marker.
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From 5 m. to Carrying Place Stream, about a mile, it is bushy throughout, with bushes pretty bad
in some spots, obscuring trail.
From outlet of East Carry Pond (Carrying Place Stream) to East Carry Pond Camps (1 1/3
miles), trail is good in a few spots, but is mostly ingrown with considerable growth of bushes and
summer growth.
Logs: Pierce Pond Camps to North Branch Carrying Place Stream (3 1/2 miles) 70 logs and
blowdowns. North Branch Carrying Place Stream to 5 m. marker (1 1/2 miles) 24 logs and
blowdowns. From 5 m. marker to Carrying Place Stream (1 mile) 16 logs and blowdowns. Outlet
of East Carry Pond to East Carry Pond Camps (l 1/3 miles) 25 logs and blowdowns.
CONDITIQN OF PAINTING: Condition of painting is still good but blazes are obscured in
some places by bushes and summer growth.
METAL MARKERS: Enough metal markers. Some old ones need replacing.
MILE MARKERS: Only No. 5 and 7 observed. Also old 3 m. and 7 m. (faint) south to-north
noted. These latter should be obliterated.
BOARD SIGNS: Mostly in good shape. A couple at the lean-tos chewed by porcupines but still
legible and fairly good. There are two similar sets at the East Carry Pond Camps.
All signs on this section are as they appear in the Aug. (1948) eighth revision of the sign list.
Using the sign numbers as they appear in the ninth revision (Oct. 1950), No. 184 does not have
"Pleasant Pond Mtn. Campsite" painted on it. No. 189 at the side trail to East Carry Pond Lean-to
needs to be replaced by a new sign, and No. 192 at East Carry Pond Camps is to be replaced this
year by Clair Sawtelle.
SIDE TRAIL: Side trail to East Carry Pond Lean-to (0.ll m.) needs reclearing and repainting.
Side trail to Pierce Pond Lean-to (0.47 m.) needs reclearing. Painting is fairly good but could
stand repainting another year. Eight down logs near start of trail. Beyond extensive lumbering is
in progress. For the most part blazed trees not cut. Near Maine Forestry Service Spring with
metal sign, about 0.2 m. before reaching lean-to, trail has been completely obscured with tops
and trees for about 50 yards.
LEAN-T0S: East Carry Pond Lean-to: Roof may leak in places but looks fair. Lean-to walls are
well chinked. Left corner (facing leanto) burned. Structure weakened. Should be repaired as soon
as possible. All bunk poles gone except about 4 feet on one side. Newly made bough bed.
Deacon seat scorched by fire, front center. Wooden Forest Service Campsite sign chewed by
porcupines but still legible and in fairly good condition. One toilet sign badly chewed needs
replacing. Fireplace and latrine are in good order. Trail to latrine needs reclearing and repainting.
Tin can sign is up. PIERCE POND LEAN-TO: Area has been lumbered this season right up to
back of lean-to. Sign No. 187 on lean-to chewed by porcupines but still legible and in fairly good
condition. Roof may leak in places but looks fair. Otherwise lean-to is in good condition and
walls are well chinked. Latrine, tin can, and spring signs are up. Spring sign is on trail 100 ft. in

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

178

back of lean-to. Spring, 100 yds. ahead of trail is O.K. but did not have much water at this date.
The latrine has a broken hinge on door. Side trails to latrine, spring and pond should be blueblazed. Trail to spring should be recleared.
There is a good spring, designated by old Forest Service sign, on side trail to lean-to, about 0.2
m, from the lean-to.
Evidently most hikers use lake water at this lean-to. The fireplace is in good condition.
NEEDED WORK:
A. General reclearing on entire section with particular emphasis on the bushy section on Bates
Ridge and from 5m. marker to East Carry Pond Camps.
B. Cut out all logs and blowdowns on section.
C. Repair East Carry Pond lean-to,
D. Reclear and repaint side trails to lean-tos,
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL: Yes.
COMMENT: These reports were taken when summer foliage is most pronounced.
INSPECTED BY: Louis Chorzempa.
August 20, 1951. Omar Sawyer, Hollingsworth & Whtney, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
This acknowledges yours of the 13th, and in reply will say we do not expect to cross the trail this
year, but in event we do so, we shall do what we can to prevent the brushing up of the trail and
widening it.
August 21, 1951. Marion Park to F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine and Keith Skillin, Yoke Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Schoppe and Mr. Sklllin:
We have been informed that Antlers Camps on Lower Joe Mary Lake, after having been open
this spring, are now closed for the rest of the year. May I ask that you advise any travelers that
they can be picked up by boat at Antlers and taken to Jasper Haynes' Buckhorn Camps on
Middle Joe Mary Lake. These arrangements must be made .in advance. Or, if they prefer, they
can walk to Buck Horn Camps by taking the blue-blazed trail as signed, between Antlers and
Yoke Ponds Camps, as indicated in the Maine Guide.
We will very much appreciate if you will pass this information on to any travelers who stop at
your Camps.
August 24, 1951. Jean Stephenson to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
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Dear Myron:
“Operation Blaze Removal” was successfully completed last night. We call it that because we
took off far more than we put on. Between the Dam camps and the main camps was worse than a
nightmare!!
We painted from the camps to the ledges at 3.41 m. from camp. Seymour laid out a trail to the
cairn you and he built last year and we blue-blazed it; also improvised a sign to point to it;
painted it (the sign) white on the spot, lettered it with pure color Prussian blue (as I had a tube
with me to fix the dark paint), nailed it to a post and anchored it with a rock pile.
We painted from the camps south to about 4.8 m.—which is as you know, nearly to the Third
Deadwater on the Nahmakanta Road; also standardized the blue trails to Big Spring and the
viewpoint.
Seymour and Sonny cleared from the Rainbow main camps to Nahmakanta, where they had
lunch with Mr. Schoppe (who sent his regards to you). Seymour also cleared the Rainbow
Mountain Trail—on our layover day. He and Sonny cleared from the camps to the ledges. He is
out alone today—going to the ledges and on toward the West Branch; took a weeder and his
woodsman’s pal and said he might do a little clearing enroute.
It has rained a little every day but not enough to interfere with work—that is it was usually in the
evening—a brisk shower just as we reached camp. Seymour and I, with Sonny part of the time,
have gone swimming nearly every day. We have had no canoeing because it usually rains after
supper.
Mr. Richards has four boats with motors and we rented one for the time we were here. He
showed Sonny how to handle it, and it has been a big convenience to come and go any time
anywhere on the lake. It is costing less than getting him to take us the few times it would be
necessary in any case.
Sonny has developed a great interest in fishing and goes out with Mr. Richards in the evening
fishing. He has caught four trout and with what Mr. Richards caught we have had trout for
breakfast three mornings.
The lean-to is fine. We did not locate the signs for it until to-day. If possible we will install them
this afternoon, or Seymour may tomorrow. If we don’t get it done, Mr. Richards says he will do
it next week, when he will be working on his telephone wire.
Hank Childs telephoned this morning from Monson to know if we would like to come down
there and do some painting tomorrow and Sunday. I very regretfully declined. He said he and the
two Narraganset Chapter members he had mentioned had been there a week, had contacted the
Guilford people, some of whom had joined them several times, that a trip for Sunday had been
planned with more of them and by the time it was over the whole section should be in good
condition; that part of the Old Stage Road had been widened, for a road, and trees with blazes cut
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out for over a mile. When I said I couldn’t come, he said he would get paint there and do it
himself. He said he would write a full report later.
I’ll tell you about my Portland and Bangor visits when I see you—very productive, I think.
I hope your stay in Maine was enjoyable and that you are feeling good now. When you start back
to the office let some of the others do some of the work—even if they don’t do it right!
Best regards as always. We walk to Daicey Pond tomorrow and will be there until Aug. 31.
August 24, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron H. Avery. {J.S., M.P., J.S. for M.H.A.}
Dear Myron:
You will recall that about a month ago Mr. Robert Perfect, of Veeder Root, Inc., Hartford 2,
Conn. brought me a counter for the measuring wheel. He asked that you send a letter to the old
gentleman in the factory who dug up the casing and had it assembled for us. He also asked for a
photo of the counter on a wheel. You took care of both of these items.
Mr. Perfect called at the mill again today. The gentleman in the factory, and Mr. Perfect were so
pleased with our show of appreciation that they presented me with another counter, which I am
mailing to you under separate cover.
Mr. Perfect asked that we send him another photo showing a close-up of the counter mounted on
a wheel. This does not need to be one of the new counters, but inasmuch, as he would like to
have the numerals show in the photo, it would seem that it would be better to use one of the new
counters without the guard. The reason for this is that Veeder-Root has a house-organ, a plant
bulletin, and they would like to publish the picture together with a short write up. May I suggest
that Miss Stephenson take care of this. It would want to be short, give full credit to Veeder-Root
for their counter and yet get some publicity for the Conference. Should Miss Stephenson have
anything in Trailway News in regards to the counters, I would suggest that she send a copy
{manual} of it to Mr. Perfect.
It would seem that with the two new ones, we ought to be pretty well taken care of for some time
now.
You will recall that we were trying to make a contact with a Dr. LeRoy, who summers at
Stratton. I have succeeded in reaching him and I find him to be very receptive. Unfortunately, he
can not do anything to help this year but we might have sowed a seed that will sprout another
year.
I have quite a number of newspaper clippings that I will mail to Miss Stephenson soon. We have
gotten an unprecedented amount of newspaper publicity this year.
I was successful in placing a supply of our mimeograph folder and the green printed sheet in the
Information Bureaus at Farmington and at Rangeley Maine. I might suggest a couple show cards
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of photos similar to the Maine Alpine Club pictures for these two information booths for next
year. They were only too pleased to get the material. It shows that we might be able to do the
same in other towns near the Trail.
Veeder-Root has about two thousand employees, so you can see an article in their paper will
reach quite a number of people and it is for free.
Hope you are feeling better, Myron and that your vacation to Maine was both enjoyable and
beneficial to your health.
Cc: Miss Stephenson, Louis Chorzempa
August 24, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
Am sending you two sets of detailed trail reports covering section 15 (Sterling’s Pierce Pond
Camps to East Carry Pond Camps). I covered the section in both directions, hiking in over the
tote-road to East Carry Pond. More of the mile markers might be uncovered after the trail is
cleared. The section is well marked and entirely passable, although a few spots are rather
obscure, especially near East Carry Pond. The lean-to at East Carry Pond can be repaired without
too much trouble, and should be among the first things done on this section. The tote-road to
East Carry Pond is very rough, although jeeps are traveling it.
Mr. Reeves has typed a couple of extra copies of these trail reports, which we are keeping on
hand in case they might be of use to anyone.
Copy to Mr. Lawson Reeves.
August 25, 1951.
TRAIL REPORT
Section 3
RAINBOW LAKE CAMPS TO NAHMAKANTA LAKE CAMPS
North to South
(Seymour H. Smith, Guy B. Stephenson, Jr., Jean Stephenson, and Sadye Giller)
I. PAINT: Repainted (Stephenson and Giller) from Rainbow Lake Camps to app. 4.75 m. (n to
s). Took out many excess blazes between .5 m. and Dam. Now conforms to standard.
Standardized blue-blazed trails from lean-to to Big Spring and from A.T. to viewpoint just north
of Dam.
III. MILE MARKERS: Repainted 1, 2, 3, and 4.
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V. BOARD SIGNS: Need two new signs “Appalachian Trail”, one pointing left and one right to
be put on trees or post at Dam Camps. (Those there now are so faded as to be illegible, but are
needed badly.)
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL: Good. Cleared from Rainbow Lake Camps to Nahmakanta by
Seymour H. Smith and G. B. Stephenson, Jr.
VII. LEAN-TO: Good condition. Signs not located until day of departure, but Mr. Richards
promised to install them the next week.
August 25, 1951.
TRAIL REPORT
Section 2
RAINBOW LAKE TO DAICEY POND
(Jean Stephenson, Sadye Giller, Seymour H. Smith, G. B. Stephenson, Jr.)
I. PAINT: Painted from Rainbow Lake Camps to ledges at 3.41 m. Took out many surplus blazes
between Camps and head of lake (Stephenson & Giller). Blue-blazed, under direction of
Seymour H. Smith a trail from A.T. at app. 3.41 m. to northwest viewpoint on ledges.
III. MILE MARKERS: Found and painted Nos. 9. 8. And 7.
IV. TRAIL DATA: At 1.66 m. (distance paced from landing but believed quite accurate) old
wood road on left leads to Minister Cove on Third Debsconeag Lake.
V. BOARD SIGNS: All installed O.K. New sign needed for No. 30, as it is badly split.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL: From Rainbow Lake Camps to app. 5 m. (s. to n.) thoroughly
cleared by Seymour H. Smith and G. B. Stephenson, Jr. In good condition.
X. RAINBOW MOUNTAIN TRAIL: Cleared by Seymour H. Smith. In good condition. Blazing
still O.K.
August 28, 1951. Jean Stephenson, Twin Pine Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
I had intended to write tonight to report on our work thus far, and when Junior York told us this
morning that he had seen you on the train at Millinocket last night and you had told him you had
had a recurrence of your former trouble while at Haynes, I decided to carry out my intention
even if we had been somewhat late in returning from Katahdin.
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I do hope he misunderstood you—and that you were referring to your spell in June. But of course
we are terribly worried. Our only consolation is that you were able to travel back normally, so it
could not have been as bad as the June spell. I hope that when you reached Washington you did
not relax so much that it became worse. As you probably won’t want to bother to write and I
don’t want to wait until Sept. 7 to learn how you are, I am writing Marion tonight to write me
and Helon Taylor as to the facts of the case.
We walked over from Rainbow, Sonny carrying an 18 lb. pack and me a 13 lb. one. Sadye had
Mr. Legassey take her things to his place and the Yorks sent out for them. As there was some
doubt if Mr. Legassey could get them before night, Sonny and I carried in our loads the things
Sadye would need that night. This was a wise precaution as they did not get here until the next
day. It was a good trip over from Rainbow and we got here about 4:30 PM, having taken time
out on all the ledges, at the Cable Bridge, Big Niagara, etc.
The next day we rested. It was a medium good day, with clouds on the mountain peak. Monday
it rained. That afternoon I walked over to Katahdin Stream Campsite, spent nearly an hour with
the Pitmans, and fixed their map. I had done the York’s earlier.
We saw Helon on our way to Katahdin this morning and made a date for Sonny and I to be
picked up at Roaring Brook Tuesday morning and to go with him on a trip to South Branch
Ponds Campground and McCarty Camp—just for the day. It will curtail the Chimney Pond trip
by two days, but it will give me a chance to see that part of the country.
Mr. Pitman says it will be very good to put up the warning sign on the Doubletop Trail, so we do
it tomorrow.
I checked the new trail at the campground and corrected the data. They scraped out the old
blazes—not too good a job—and thoroughly blazed the new—fairly good placing but not
standard blazes. If I can do it tomorrow or Thursday, I will standardize them—but of course if it
rains I can’t.
We went up Katahdin today, Sadye, Sonny and I. We went up the Abol Trail and came down the
A.T. I prefer the Hunt Trail (A.T.) for going up also, but am glad to have seen the Abol Trail—
the top part of the latter is too steep for my taste.
It sprinkled as we came down and Sadye developed just enough nerves so I had to give her a
hand at nearly every boulder. So we did not get down until 6:30 P.M. However we are all three
feeling fine. Sadye says she is glad to have been up—but doubts if she ever goes again. The
clouds were forming and re-forming constantly but the period between permitted distance views
so we could see everything.
We leave here on Friday, Aug. 31, for Roaring Brook, thence on Saturday to Chimney Pond. We
come back to Roaring Brook Monday afternoon. We will be with Helon until Thursday morning,
I return to Washington Thursday and Friday, arriving late Friday night.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

184

I hope the news about your health will be good. If there is anything I can relieve you of, let me
know.
August 28, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
This letter is concerned with the theft of signs which occurs at some of the highway crossings of
the Appalachian Trail.
I have just recently noticed that someone has removed the two metal highway-crossing signs and
the brass screws with which they were mounted on boards, at the Long Falls Dam Road. The
boards were then nailed back up on the trees with one nail each somewhat lower than before. It’s
beyond me what use anyone would have of these signs. It’s certainly not hikers that are doing
this, as these thefts occur only at the highways.
Theft of board direction signs has also occurred in Grafton Notch. The signs at the start of the
Old Speck Mtn. trail were taken last year (1950), but through the efforts of the firewarden (Roy
Cushman) and the chief firewarden for that district, the persons taking the signs were located and
the signs were returned.
These signs were taken again this year, including the A.M.C. signs, and even the posts and pipe.
Our sign was bolted to an iron pipe. This time they were not located. So I had Mr. Harry Brook,
who had an extra set, send his signs to Mr. Roy Cushman, and he has put up the new ones.
Since that time I have put in two new posts, one at the start of the Old Speck Mtn. trail, and the
other at the start of the Baldpate Mtn. trail, with the metal highway-crossing signs mounted on
them. These posts are extra sturdy so that they cannot be so easily removed. I dug holes fully
three feet deep and set the posts in solidly with rocks piled around the base. The posts are peeled,
and extend fully six feet above the ground. The other signs at the start of the Baldpate trail are
mounted on an iron post. These have not been molested for several years.
There is a Forest Service Lunchground at the start of the Old Speck trail and people are
continually stopping to look around, etc.
Mr. Roy Cushman is much interested in the Appalachian Trail and has written asking if he might
attend our fall meeting. He wishes to be made a maintaining member of the M.A.T.C. and has
asked for a section of trail to maintain. (However the section he asked for was the west half of
Baldpate Mtn.) He wrote me earlier this summer that he would reclear the “East Spur Trail”
again this year. I understand that this is his last year with the Forest Service.
It seems as though something could be worked out to add him as a future trail maintainer
somewhere.
Copy to Mr. Lawson Reeves
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August 30, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
You will recall that I told you some time ago that I had a number of clippings for your
scrapbook. I am enclosing these. There are fifteen of them. Two of them have accompanying
pictures.
Considering that I sent you copies of my talk before the Franklin County Fish and Game Assn,
from three papers, together with some other clippings, and that Louis Chorzempa sent you some
too, you can well understand that there has been an unprecedented amount of publicity this year
coming out of this vicinity. There is no reason why other communities can not do likewise.
cc: Myron Avery, Louis Chorzempa
August 30, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Ovide Theberge, 123 Holland St., Lewiston, Me.
Dear Mr. Theberge:
Since summer is almost over, and there is only about six more weeks of weather suitable for trail
clearing, I thought that I should contact you in regards to the several Explorer Scout troops and
the Maine Alpine Club.
Floyd Flagg took his Scouts on his Section for one week and what they got done, they did a very
good job. Louis Chorzempa has been over his section recently and was very well pleased.
As far as we can learn Edroy Curtis has not been able to get in a troop work trip on the west side
of Bigelow. I have written to him, asking him to make a trip during Sept. after school has started
and he has gotten his boys reorganized. Altho his section is not in bad shape, never-the-less it
does need work done on it especially from Horns Pond shelter to the top of the mountain. If this
is not done this year, it will mean that much extra work that will need to be done next year.
We have had two reports from what we can consider reliable sources that the trail is bad on the
south side of Baldpate. This is probably the easiest section along the trail to work, since it is only
seven miles long, is accessible from both ends, part of it is bare ledges and the trail up to the falls
on Frye Brook gets a lot of travel, and there is a shelter on each end at which to camp. Will you
please see what you can do about organizing a work trip there in Sept. so that when we have our
fall meeting we can report that your section, too, is class "A”?
I assume that you have followed the report of the two Farmington Explorers who hiked from
Katahdin to Berlin N.H. That is an experience that two sixteen year old boys seldom get. It has
given us much newspaper publicity, both for the Appalachian Trail and the Explorer Scouts.
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Myron Avery, Jean Stephenson
August, 1951.
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INVENTORY OF EQUIPMENT AT HAYNES’ BUCK HORN CAMPS
(Items, except 2 weeders and Disston light-weight shears, in wooden box in store-room under
winter camp.)
8 qt. cans Brown Paint (3 cans unlabeled)
1 gallon can White Titanium Oxide
11 qt. cans White Titanium Oxide (6 cans smeared by white paint)
3 new brushes; plus 1 used brush
3 used scrapers
2 pairs large canvas gloves
2 rubber-handled (J.S. make) paint carrier; 1 small carrier with dixie cups and 2 small brown
cans; small bottle turpentine
Package 50 markers
50 nails (app.)
2 discarded board signs (one very weather-beaten)
***
4 weeders (fair; 2 in box; 2 hanging on beams)
1 Seymour Smith type shears
1 old-style Disston (blade needs grinding; one weak handle)
2 Disston light-weight shears (not seen; Haynes report)
1 extra set (2) handles for light-weight shears
1 rusty flat 12” file
***
Note: Need Blue Paint.
The side trail to Buck Horn Camps from the bridge to Haynes Camps is “unpainted”. I had
endeavored to check this previously and was assured that it was painted. Tappan reports that
more blazes would help; uncertain whether he refers to unpainted portion. In addition, two logs
have fallen off from the bridge and should be replaced.
There should be made for installation next year a sign at the blue-blazed side trail on the sand
beach at Lower Joe Mary. It should give the distance to Potaywadjo Ridge and Pemadumcook
Lake, as well as having a sign made for the side trail.
This note has been added to this sheet instead of to Mr. Tappan’s Trail Report for Section 6
(Yoke Ponds to Lower Joe Mary Lake).
{Copy Headquarters, J.S., Marles file, Work file}
September 1, 1951. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
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I have thought it advisable to write to you in connection with the existing insurance policy which
expires on September 20th, issued by the Automobile insurance Company (No. 51838) on the
Maine Guidebooks. This is in the amount of $460.00.
It is my understanding from Miss Park that, according to her records, the Reprints have been
distributed so that there are probably only 100 or so remaining at Strasburg. I believe Miss Park
intends to check the situation as to the exact number which you have. In any event, since the
number is very small and we will be obtaining them shortly, there would be no need of renewing
the insurance policy.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Joan Stephenson
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
Note for Miss Park: You have expressed to me some doubt as to the correctness of the inventory
records on the Reprint and that, on your return, you would check and find out from Shenandoah
what we have or have the remaining copies sent in here so that we can get a correct count. The
situation will have a very material bearing on our financial situation and I hope that the records
on which we appraise the situation are not going to be at variance materially with the facts.
September 1, 1951. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
I found your welcome letter, telling me of the results of your Trail clearing trips, on my return to
Washington. Apparently, the lumbering on Jerome Brook, to which the Storeys referred, was
more extensive in the way of producing damage to the Trail than we had anticipated. The extra
labor required was most unfortunate in using up the time and energy which you had planned to
spend near East Carry Pond.
My recuperation trip to Middle Joe Mary Lake did not work out too well. I had been there about
a week when I developed a virus chest infection with a heavy cough and fever. Fortunately, there
was a doctor vacationing there who pumped me full of penicillin, -but the net result is that I have
to regain in Washington some of the strength which I left in the Maine woods.
Seymour Smith, Stephenson, Jr., Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller contributed the reclearing and
repainting of the Trail from Nahmakanta to the point on the ledges to which Sidney Tappan had
worked. I saw the A.T. in a few places around the Joe Mary Lakes and, while the growth had
come in after the labor which Seymour Smith and I spent last year, the net result was not too bad.
I sent you a copy of the letter which I wrote Hollingsworth & Whitney in an effort to minimize
the damage which might occur on White Cap when the Company cuts across the Trail. I found a
reply on my return, dated August 20. While it is brief, I consider the letter of Omar A. Sawyer,
Manager of Woodlands, quoted below, as encouraging:
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"This acknowledges yours of the 13th and, in reply, will say that we do not expect to
cross the Trail this year but, in event we do so, we shall do what we can to prevent the
brushing up of the Trail and widening it."
In any event, there is nothing more to do locally in this connection.
Louis Chorzempa wrote me that he had completed another needed task. That is inspecting the
section between Pierce Pond and East Carry. This is the area which has not been worked over for
the longest period of time. Louis's report indicated better conditions than I expected. He was also
optimistic about the possibility of repairing the East Carry Pond Lean-to, which has been No. 1
target for vandalism by fishermen. Louis sent in a very detailed report of conditions. I think it
would be of interest to you to know the conditions adjacent to your own section and, by copy of
this letter, I am asking Lawson Reeves to mail to you one of the copies of the Trail Report of the
section between East Carry and Pierce Pond which Reeves had retained in typing the copy. It
will serve to acquaint you fully with conditions. Louis says that the road to East Carry Pond
Camps is being driven by jeeps and is in very bad shape.
I think there is one other remaining item. You have written about the fact that the roof at the
Jerome Brook Lean-to has gone the way of all these lean-tos and something needs to be done. I
suppose that it is a matter of your inclination or ability to work out or undertake covering it with
tarpaper. Since Lawson went through this experience on the Sugarloaf Lean-to, I am asking him
to drop you a note as to what he did in the way of obtaining boards and tarpaper. I realize that it
is a major project but, if you are disposed to work on it next year, the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club will have to come up with the funds for the paper, boards and other materials. Incidentally,
mentioning a roof for a lean-to reminds me that Roy Fairfield, on reading this letter, will recall
that we asked to be permitted to defer reimbursing the Bates Outing Club for its expenditures on
the Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to until we could get out of the way other bills. I am sending a copy
of this letter to Miss Park, asking her to check the financial situation and see if we can at least
reimburse half of the expense at this time, if not the entire item.
I have previously suggested to you that if you go to East Carry Pond that you make inquiry to see
if there can be found the few items that were cached there from previous trips.
1 think this covers all matters to date.
cc: Mr. Sidney Tappan, Mr. Roy Fairfield, Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. Louis Chorzempa Mr.
Seymour Smith, Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.
September 1, 1951. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
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I find that I am somewhat in arrears with respect to answering your several letters. I have your
letters of August 15 and 24, together with the copy of your letter of August 30 to Miss
Stephenson and a copy of your letter of the same date to Theberge.
I have sent you a copy of my letter to Clair Sawtelle and to Louis Chorzempa, which will cover
several matters. In this letter I am taking up the items in your letters not otherwise commented
on.
I duly found the second meter on my return to Washington. You are to be greatly complimented
upon your dealing with Veeder, Root Company, which has brought us two additional meters.
With our existing spare, this should care for our problem for a long time to come. I do not know
(and cannot tell until the need arises) how we would care for the fact that the existing meter has
the star-shaped prongs instead of the short type of prongs on the two meters sent in. Since
Veeder, Root had been supplying the star-shaped prongs, we would have thought that in
assembling the casing they would have had the same item available. Of course, it may be that the
star-shaped prong was the standard item and they made the variation for us.
There is a limit to which one can make requests but you may find it possible to explore
diplomatically with the Veeder, Root representative this point of the difference between the long
star-shaped prongs and the ones sent in. If the necessity arose, we could probably get the starshaped prongs made as a special job. Or, during the winter, we could send Veeder, Root our
previous meter and see if they could make the two presented to us conform. We have done so
much in the way of getting these extras that I would like to complete the task and have three
usable surplus meters. If, in discussing it with Veeder, Root, there seems to be any possibility of
making the three meters conform, I could send all three to the specific individual involved. I do
think it highly desirable to explore the possibility and I would appreciate your bearing this in
mind and caring for it with your customary efficiency. To show the Veeder, Root meter, we
would have to remove the guard from the measuring wheel.
I am passing on to Miss Park and Miss Stephenson your two letters of August 15 and 24,
respectively, and Miss Stephenson will no doubt (as soon as her facilities permit) care for the
matter. The article could be very short and emphasize the use of the wheel in measuring the
Trail. You will receive, in due course, a copy of the new TRAIL MANUAL. Miss Stephan tells
me that the copy of the publication, which refers to the measuring wheel, for some curious
reason was returned from Hartford. We are sending a copy of the new TRAIL MANUAL and a
copy of the publication on Guidebook Technique to Mr. Perfect. Miss Stephenson will bear in
mind to send any issues of Appalachian Trailwav News which carry this item.
Mr. Childs of the Narragansett Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club spoke to Miss
Stephenson by telephone while she was in Maine and apparently he succeeded in making contact
with the County Fish and Game Association which joined him in clearing the section. I presume
that, as a result, informal arrangements were made which will permit utilizing the resources of
both groups in handling this section. Mr. Childs has promised to send a full report of all
occurrences, in writing. I am asking Miss Stephenson to prepare a short item, when she receives
this, for the Sportsmens’ Guide and suggesting that she, in that article, make specific reference to
the article dealing with the cooperative work of the Franklin County Fish and Game Association.
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This will indicate that two organizations have been interested, Probably your item inspired the
inquiry from the Piscataquis County Fish and Game Association. Earlier, they had been in
contact with Helen Taylor about improving the little Wilson Campground. I think that it is
important for us to see that these groups get public recognition and I have outlined the way of
caring for this development. I have had no further word, by letter, from the Piscataquis County
Association but Mr. Childs' contacts indicate that matters developed to a productive end and that
is what counts. Later in the fall we will be able to appraise the plans laid and the commitments of
the various groups, and know just how much their promises represent in the way of Trail work.
I am rather sorry to learn that the two explorer groups do not seem to have swung into action.
Another disappointment was the failure of the group which you met at Moxie Pond to carry out
its commitment with respect to working on the Barren-Chairback Range. We are unable to get
any response or learn of anything as to their plans or whether the individuals involved are in the
Army, etc.
It is, of course, early to begin to make plans for the items on the annual meeting. Our problem is
sufficient time for all that we want to do. We can bear in mind the experiences of the two Boy
Scouts from the Farmington group and see, at a later time, if we can fit them in.
I have thought that, during our discussions, I had commented upon Mr. Griscom's procedure.
The first work which he did when he took over the section represented a very substantial outlay
of cash for the people whom he hired.
Another instance of what I referred to in the way of evaluating the work undertaken by the
various groups is that of the University of Maine. We know that it ran a work trip but are
uncertain as to how much was accomplished. Particularly, I am afraid that they did not cover at
all the west slope of Moxie Bald Mountain where you people put the Trail in such excellent
shape, last year. Of course, anything which is accomplished is all that much gain but we cannot
make up an accurate balance sheet of gain and progress until we learn the exact
accomplishments. However, all in all, I agree with you, feeling that the efforts show results and
that the over-all picture is very much more promising.
In any event, this winter we shall not have any sign-making problems and I hope that matters in
the Maine woods will settle down for a period.
You will note that I have asked that you mail the retained copy of the Pierce Pond - East Carry
Pond report to Clair Sawtelle as I feel he should know conditions on each side of him.
1 think this covers matters.
cc: Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
September 1, 1951. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
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Dear Louis:
I find that you, like Lawson Reeves, are very much ahead of me on the matter of correspondence.
I duly received your letter of August 24th, telling me that you had covered the section between
Pierce Pond and East Carry. Apparently you made it all in one day. That must have been a
strenuous trip.
I feel very much relieved to have such an accurate and detailed account of what had been a
section of much concern to us. I had really expected that conditions would be worse. The growth
of hardwood sprouts on the crest of Bates Ridge has always been troublesome. However, even
worse was the beech growth in the lumbered area at the north end of East Carry Pond. We spent
a lot of time in there on our last work trip.
I have asked Lawson to send Clair Sawtelle the extra copy of the report.
I hope very much that we can develop a sponsor for this area.
I have sent you copies of letters to Sawtelle and Lawson, which cover numerous points.
Some of the letters have referred to a fall meeting of the Club. The meeting which we held last
year was just an informal get-together of the officers based upon the fact that some of the
Washington contingent were in Maine. A particular trip for this purpose represents an additional
item of expense and, while it would be very fine to have this get-together, it may not prove
practicable this year. We will have to see how matters develop.
I turn now to your letter of August 26th, about the theft of the highway crossing signs on the
Long Falls Dam Road and the vandalism in Grafton Notch. Regrettable as it seems, there are still
souvenir hunters whose activities lead them to do such damaging things as stealing signs. Of
course, it is not the hikers. The Appalachian Mountain Club, which, as you know, makes a very
distinctive sign for the White Mountains, experiences a lot of trouble with this type of vandalism.
The instances may be isolated occurrences or, as in Grafton Notch, we may have a locality where
it is impossible to maintain signs. That occurs on various sections of the Trail and the Clubs
involved just have to give up the struggle.
***
Parenthetically, I am interested in your reference to the A.M.C. sign in Grafton Notch. The
A.M.C. Trail ends on the summit of Old Speck. We have had the most cordial relations with the
A.M.C. sign maker, Mr. Jenks (now resigned) and it may be that he wrote us with respect to
putting up an A.M.C. sign in Grafton Notch. If you can remember what was on it, I would be
interested in knowing it.
Do you have any more of the highway crossing signs? If you do not and will send a card to
Assistant Secretary Thekla Stephan, 1228 Eye Street, N, W., Washington 5, D. C., she will mail
you two more so that we can try the experiment again on the Long Falls Dam Road. If they go a
second time, we shall have to call off the experiment.
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A number of years ago the Maine Development Commission set posts and put up the highway
crossing signs. I remember particularly the one at the Ledge House. In Virginia, as you will have
noticed from issues of the Appalachian Trailwav News, there was an official arrangement with
the State for putting in the posts. However, because the area in Maine is limited, we have not
thought it worthwhile to try to renew the former arrangement but to handle the matter ourselves,
I want to check the situation with respect to Mr. Roy Cushman.
I had thought that Miss Stephenson had placed him on our mailing list. I think that we can
consider his work as sufficient to make him a maintaining member. We would, at our next
meeting, have to take up the matter of whether the Maine Alpine Club wants to relinquish any
portion of Baldpate Mountain. I know how little they have done this year on that section.
However, it would be necessary to work out the matter harmoniously and not alienate the support
of this group through re-assigning the portion of the Trail. It would seem to me rather important
to know what Mr. Cushman is going to do next year because it would bear on his availability for
Trail work.
When Miss Stephenson and Miss Park return and check the records we will see what Mr.
Cushman's status is and if he is not receiving the literature, etc., we can take steps accordingly.
We will tell him that he will be welcome at any meeting and we will see that he receives notices
of the next session. You might send me a post card with Mr. Cushman's address, in the event we
do not have it.
I appreciate very much all your pains to keep me so fully informed and it is a source of distinct
pleasure to know that conditions in western Maine are in such excellent condition.
cc: Lawson Reeves, Miss Park and Miss Stephenson - Note for Miss Park and Miss Stephenson:
Please note the commitment with respect to checking the situation as to Mr. Cushman.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
September 6, 1951. Austin H. Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Forest Commissioner Al Nutting and myself recently made an inspection of Snow Mountain
tower in township 2, Range 5, WBKP which is northwest of Eustis. Our watchman, Perley Paine,
who has only one arm has done an exceptionally good job in keeping the trail properly brushed
out and the telephone line in good working order. It was while on this trip that our attention was
called to the type of tool he was using in keeping the trail clean of grass and small bushes. This
was a hand tool known as “The lively lad” which is a hand tool commonly used by Appalachian
Trail members.
I would appreciate your advising me where these could be obtained and cost for several or on a
per dozen basis.
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September 6, 1951. Trail Report
TRAIL REPORT
SECTION 23
ANDOVER B-HILL ROAD TO GRAFTON NOTCH (7.64 miles)
North to South
MAINTAINING ORGANIZATION: MAINE ALPINE CLUB
GENERAL CONDITIONS: From highway to Frye Brook Lean-to, somewhat bushy, needs
clearing. Footway is well worn. (there is much travel to the falls on Frye Brook). From the leanto, to the Flume Falls, trail is good. The next mile, as far as old dam on Frye Brook at l. m. is
bushy in spots, and raspberry bushes need mowing in some places. Near the 1. m. marker, where
there is an alternate route for about ¼ mile, perhaps the lower route nearer the brook would be
the more scenic to retain. Beyond, the trail is good up to the scrub growth, where small
evergreens have grown in, in some spots. Beyond to West Peak there are a few spots where trail
thru scrub growth should be cut back and widened. From summit of West Peak
(4.6 m.) to 5 m. marker, small evergreens need clearing. Beyond to brook at 5.3 m. trail is good.
Between the brook and the 6 m. marker are the blowdown areas. Here the trail is completely
obliterated for short distances, the longest stretch being more than 200 yds. Commencing at the
brook the trail is obscured for 50 yds. with about a dozen trees. A short distance beyond is a
blowdown area of 100 yds. with perhaps 50 trees that would be across the trail. Just beyond is a
spot with 12 more trees blown across the trail. Then the trail follows for a short distance thru a
section that is badly ingrown, with 10 more logs. Also raspberry bushes and ferns need mowing
here. The next blowdown area extends for more than 200 yds. and ends at 5.9 m. It is impossible
to count the trees here. All those with paint blazes are also down.
From 6 m. marker to the highway at 7.2 m. trail is generally good but needs clearing of bushes in
some spots.
LOGS: From: old dam on Frye Brook (1.5 m.) to open ledges (3.1 m.) - 33 logs. West Peak (4.6
m.) to brook at 5.3 m. - 10 logs. From 5.2 m. to 6. M. - between two and three hundred. From 6
m. to highway at 7.2 m. - five logs.
CONDITION OF PAINTING: Generally the painting is fairly good. The painting is poor
through evergreens and scrub growth before reaching open ledges on Little Baldpate. Here
someone has tied pieces of tissue paper to mark trail. Painting on Little Baldpate and open ledges
of East Peak fades fast. Needs repainting. The offset of (0.44 m.) along Maine Highway 26 needs
repainting. The arrow pointing ahead where trail turns sharp right to the Flume near (0.6 m.)
should be browned out. Some cairns could stand rebuilding, altho most of them are good.
It would be a good idea to repaint the entire section in another year.
METAL MARKERS: Scarce. Only a few noted and most of these are badly faded. Needs
renewing.
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MILE MARKERS: Only Nos. 1, 5, and 6 observed. No. 5 is very faint. No. 6 is fair.
BOARD SIGNS: #266 on East Peek of Baldpate at 3.72 m. is badly weathered. Needs replacing,
No. 268 in Grafton Notch is legible but getting faded.
Some of the special signs made by the Maine Alpine Club are getting weathered and faded.
SIDE TRAILS: Side trail to Table Rock is fairly good. Could stand a little general improving
and brushing out. 8 down logs. Painting is fair. Could stand repainting another year. 150 ft. blueblazed trail which continues to look-out below Table Rock needs reclearing. Also 6 logs.
LEAN-TOS: Frye Brook Leanto: Should have a new roof sometime soon. Old roof is still fair
(shingles are covered with roofing paper). Water sign is painted on rock. There is a rough latrine.
No latrine or tin can signs. Trail to latrine needs clearing. Side trails at lean-to should be blueblazed. No Forestry Service Campsite sign, Fireplace is O.K. Area around lean-to needs cleaning
up. Much used by picnic parties going to falls on Frye Brook. Otherwise lean-to is in good
condition.
Grafton Notch lean-to: Shelter is in good condition. Has good roof. Latrine and tin can signs are
up. Needs a rough latrine. Side trails at lean-to should be blue-blazed. Has an old metal Forestry
Service Campsite sign. Fireplace is good. Built up high. No grill.
NEEDED WORK:
A. Restore trail through blowdown area (5.3 m. to 6 m.). This is a major project. Of paramount
importance.
B. General clearing on sections where needed.
C. Do necessary work around lean-tos.
D. Repaint entire section in 1952.
E. Put up needed signs and renew metal markers.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL: East side of Baldpate is O.K. West side of Baldpate should
only be used by experienced hikers where there are two or more in party. Danger of getting lost
by individuals or inexperienced hiker. Great care must be exercised here.
COMMENT: Old log bridge across brook above Churn should be cut. Logs are rotten and
unsafe. Rotten log across Flume likewise unsafe.
At summit of East Peak. Brass registration cylinder is cemented to the rocks. Registration in
notebook starts in 1947. Twenty-eight persons registered in 1951 up to Sept. 6. Needs a new
notebook. Only a few pages left.
INSPECTED BY: Louis Chorzempa and Lawson Reeves.
September 7, 1951. Trail Report
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TRAIL REPORT
SECTION 24
GRAFTON NOTCH TO MAINE-NEW HAMPSHIRE LINE (12.73 m.)
North to South
MAINTAINING ORGANIZATION: Grafton Notch to Old Speck Firetower (1.65 m.)
unassigned. Forest Service Trail. Old Speck to Maine-New Hampshire Line- Appalachian
Mountain Club, Boston.
GENERAL CONDITIONS: The Forestry Service trail is in good condition and well painted. The
trail west to the New Hampshire line is generally in good condition. Much work has been done
this year in cutting out the logs and blowdowns, (all axe work even the larger trees). Old Speck
to Speck Pond Shelter trail is good. Needs widening in a few spots thru evergreens. From Shelter
to outlet of Speck Pond for 1/4 mile needs widening and brushing out. From summit of
Mahoosuc Arm (3.93 m.) to brook at 5.03 m. are quite a number of tops and blowdowns. Some
are bad. The next half mile to Bull Branch of Sunday River at 5.47 m. needs clearing of
hardwood sprouts and bushes, and raspberry bushes need mowing here. From Mahoosuc Notch
to summit of Fulling Mill Mtn. trail is good but needs mowing and brushing out in a few spots in
the hardwoods.
From Fulling Mill Mtn. (7.4 m.) to Carlo Col (12.21 m.) trail is generally good. A few places
evergreens need cutting back. Before reaching sag at North base of Mt, Carlo is a bad section of
200 yds. where bushes and evergreens needs clearing. Just beyond is steep descent to sag. Just
before reaching Maine-New Hampshire line, trail is grown up with bushes for one tenth mile.
The cut-out strip marking the Maine- New Hampshire line is getting grown up.
LOGS: Speck Pond Shelter (3.05 m.) to summit of Mahoosuc Arm (3.93 m.) — 18 logs.
Mahoosuc Arm (3.93 m.) to brook at 5.03 m. — 43 logs and blowdowns. From Full Goose
Shelter (7.9 m.) to North Peak of Mt. Goose Eye (8.93 m.) — 14 logs.
CONDITION OF PAINTING: Grafton Notch to Old Speck Firetower: very good. Repainted in
1950. Old Speck west to New Hampshire line- - Paint blazes discontinued. Faint paint blazes
(1936?) can still be seen in a few spots. Arrows marking trail thru caves in Mahoosuc Notch are
in fairly good condition.
METAL MARKERS: Not numerous. Some need replacing. Could stand few additional metal
markers.
MILE MARKERS: Nos. 0.5 m. and 1 m. in good condition. Nos. 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 10, 11, observed,
A couple of these are still in fair condition. Others getting faint.
A.M.C. has mile markers on small board signs. Nos. 24, 23, 21, 20, 19, 16 observed. Nos. 23 m.
and 20 m. (on post) need renewing. The other four are still in good shape.
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BOARD SIGNS: Grafton Notch to Old Speck Fire- tower. Complete set of new A.T.C. signs
installed in 1950. Nos. 270 to 275 inclusive. New A.T.C, sign No. 276 is nailed up with four iron
spikes, (not galvanized) at Me-N.H. line. A short distance East, old A.T.C. sign is still up. A sign
“Maine-New Hampshire Line", same place as Nos 276, is badly weathered.
All A.M.C. board direction signs are in good condition.
SIDE TRAILS: We did not go over the "East Spur Trail", but it has been reported recleared this
year and it was blue-blazed in 1950.
LEAN-TOS: Speck Pond Leanto: Shelter roof is good. Structure is getting old with logs
decaying. There is a latrine and tin can dump. Tin can dump is filled full. Some tin cans scattered
around. Toilet and tin can signs are weathered. Need replacing. Fireplace Is good.
FULL GOOSE LEAN-TO: Shelter is in good condition. Steep roof. Roof is fairly good. Asphalt
roofing has a few small breaks. Water sign torn off. Small bullet holes in sign. No latrine nor
sign seen. No tin can sign. Fireplace is good.
CARLO COL LEAN-TO: On side trail 0.28 m. from A.T. Structure is in good condition, except
roof leaks a little. Has no latrine nor tin can dump nor signs for same. Fireplace is good. Area
needs a little cleaning up.
All lean-tos on this section have pole roofs covered with asphalt roofing. Bunks are built up on
ground; do not have raised platforms.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL: Yes . A most interesting section.
COMMENT: Evidently the storm of November 1950, caused a considerable of blowdowns to
come down in some sections, causing much work in their removal this year.
INSPECTED BY: Louis Chorzempa and Lawson Reeves
September 8, 1951. Trail Report
TRAIL REPORT
MAINE-NEW HAMPSHIRE LINE TO GORHAM, N.H. (15.68 m.)
MAINTAINING ORGANIZATION: Appalachian Mountain Club of Boston.
GENERAL CONDITION: From the Me-N.H. line over Mt. Success the trail is generally good.
There are a few spots where small evergreens and bushes needs cutting back. Beyond, ascending
from sag, is a stretch grown up to raspberry bushes. Needs mowing. Descending from ridge to
Gentian Pond and as far as Moss Pond, trail is good. Nearing crest of hill beyond Moss Pond is a
stretch badly ingrown. A short distance before reaching Dream Lake, beaver flowage is flooding
trail for about 50 yards. The trail near Wocket Ledge and beyond needs cutting back. A little
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obscure here. The trail from Page Pond to Trident Col Shelter is very obscure in some places.
Hardwood bushes have grown in considerably. Needs clearing. Ascending Cascade Mtn.
hardwoods need brushing out; also raspberry bushes need mowing. Further, where trail swings
sharp left down ledges toward Mt. Hayes, there are no cairns and trail is very indistinct at this
point. Trail ascending Mt. Hayes needs mowing of hardwood bushes, and raspberry bushes and
ferns. Across the top, trail is well cairned. Descending to Gorham, trail needs cutting back of
hardwood bushes near summit, and again nearing Gorham.
LOGS: New Hampshire line to summit of Mt. Success- 15 logs, many of these are high overhead
and do not interfere with the trail much. Mt. Success to Gentian Pond- 8 logs. Gentian Pond, to
Dream Lake- l4 logs and blowdowns.
METAL MARKERS: Very scarce.
MILE MARKERS: Only nos. 12 and 9 observed. These are on small board signs.
BOARD DIRECTION SIGN: All in good condition.
LEAN-TOS:
Gentian Pond Lean-to: In good condition. Roof looks O.K. Has shelter sign and water sign. Has
a latrine with roof, open sides. Has a tin can pit and sign. Fireplace is good.
Trident Col Lean-to; On side trail about 1/4 mile from A.T. Shelter needs new asphalt, roofing
paper. Old roofing is patched in places. Roofing on front overhang is rippled 2/3 off. No tin can,
latrine, or spring signs. Fireplace is good. This shelter has a raised pole bunk, about half the
width of lean-to, on one side. The pole roof on this shelter differs from all the others on the
Mahoosuc Range in that the poles are laid horizontally from side to side, instead of from front to
back of lean-to, as in the others. This structure is in good condition.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL: Yes.
COMMENT: Much work has been done this year in cutting out the logs and blowdowns, (all axe
work, even the larger trees).
INSPECTED BY: Louis Chorzempa and Lawson Reeves,
September 8, 1951. Myron Avery to Deputy Forest Commissioner Austin Wilkins.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
I have received your letter of September 6, 1951, with respect to your trip to Snow Mountain and
the "Lively Lad" weeder.
I have always been interested in Snow Mountain, which I have seen from Bigelow and had
hoped to climb it at some time. This, unfortunately, has never materialized.
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The Lively Lad weeder is manufactured by the Lively Lad Mfg, Co., Clarksville, Tennessee. The
cost is S1.65 each, or $16.20 per dozen. Extra blades come at $5.35 per dozen.
1 am sending you, under separate cover, a copy of our A.T.C. TRAIL MANUAL, which lists
specialized tools, which our amateur trail practices have found to be most effective.
Because of the awkward size and difficulty of transportation, few of our people use a bush
scythe. We find that we can do a much cleaner job of mowing with far less exertion with this
weeder. In addition, it does not leave the high stubs which usually result from the use of a bush
scythe. This weeder has a very extensive use.
We had, a couple of years ago, a cache of trail tools with Supervisor Hutton, so I think he will
recall the tool.
There is another one of our tools which I think worth mentioning. We find that, once the trail has
been opened up, the long-handled pruning shears are a superior tool in eliminating the small
bushes which are too heavy for the weeder to handle.
You will note from the TRAIL MANUAL that extra blades can be purchased for the weeder. Of
course, a blade can be sharpened in place so that long use can be had from the original blade. We
have found that when blades are replaced, because the screw fits in to the wooden shaft,
sometimes the new blade is not as rigid as the original. That is very important in using this tool.
For this reason, we very seldom change blades.
I may say that the manufacturer ships these tools via parcel post in cartons containing a dozen.
In the old days, the condition of a firewarden's trail was a source of great pride to the warden. I
have thought that in recent years it was more difficult for the warden to keep his trails in as good
condition. It may be that the increased ease of leaving the mountain, radio, etc., have made it
more difficult to retain this standard of trail perfection.
On the basis of our experience, your trail work will, I think, be greatly improved by the
substitution of the weeder.
To save time, I am having this letter sent forwarded as dictated.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
September 10, 1951. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
Of course I was real sorry to learn that your trip to Middle Joe Mary did not work out as well as
we had hoped that it would. Now that you are back in Washington and the autumn season is
approaching, we will hope that you may regain your health rapidly and thoroughly.
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I was glad to learn that Jean Stephenson’s party completed the painting of the A.T. from bare
ledges above Rainbow Lake to Nahmakanta. I thoroughly enjoyed those two days that I put in
painting from the West Branch to the ledges. The view from the ledges the day that I was there
was nearly perfect.
Next year I hope to be able to start from the Kennebec River and go right through to Katahdin. I
plan to take two weeks for the trip and have the third week at York’s. It will be my tenth
consecutive year in the Maine woods. Of course next year seems a long way off now, but time
slips away quickly. If there are signs which need to be replaced, or put up, along the way from
the Kennebec to West Branch Ponds Camps, you might want to get them ready for us during the
winter. Then there are those signs which were sent to Antlers which were not available because
Antlers was closed. I shall want to go over that section from where the blue blazed trail to Buck
Horn Lodge leaves the A.T. to Antlers, and on to Nahmakanta. I didn’t see the A.T. from the
bridge over Cooper Brook to Antlers nor from the foot of Nahmakanta Lake to Wadleigh
Farmsite. We did see the A.T. from Antlers to the foot of Nahmakanta, but it rained so hard and
we marched so steadily that I can recall only the cold, wet, dark woods. We missed all of the
views and the side trails.
I have been reading “Roaming the Eastern Mountains” by John T. Feris and “Maine of the Sea
and Pines” by Dole.
Arthur Guiterman, the poet, and his wife used to go to York’s years ago and he wrote one poem
called “The Little Ponds”. These were the ponds nestled around Katahdin and so familiar to us
all. Did he write other poems around the area? In those days the guests had to walk down the
West Branch from Ripogenus Dam to Sourdnahunk Falls and then up the stream into camp, an
all day trip.
I will gather such of the material you sent me as I think you will want returned, particularly the
revised sheets of the guide and your 1950 Trail Reports, and start it on its way to Washington.
Am I correct in assuming that you know of the accident on the Chimney Saturday the 28th of
July? My sister sent me a clipping about it from the Boston Herald. Another case of folks getting
into trouble because they disregard all the rules of the game. Fortunately they escaped rather
easily.
Sept. 10, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
Sorry to have missed you when passing through Oakland a couple of weeks ago.
I note in Myron's letter to you that he asked me to confer with you in regards to a new roof on
the Jerome Brook lean-to. Let us start by saying that the only need, or excuse, of having a shelter
is protection against storms. When it is clear we do not need a shelter. Therefore, if a roof leaks
so that it does not keep one dry it does not meet its purpose, and is useless. Practically all of the
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shelters with split shingles leaks. Eventually all of these will have to be repaired, especially with
the increase in travel that we are getting.
It is useless to try to put roofing paper over the splits. It is only a short time before the paper
breaks and tears due to the two inch overlap of the shingles.
There are two solutions to Jerome Brook shelter. One is to buy galvanized corrigated roofing and
put it on over the splits, and the other is to tear off all of the old splits, cover the roof with new
boards and then put on roofing paper. I do not know what the cost would be in regards the two
methods. In either case you would have a good job that would probably last as long as the shelter
itself.
Strange as it may seem it does not cost but a very little more to buy matched boards than it does
to buy hemlock boards planed on one side.
This shelter is so near to the highway that you do not have any problem of transportation into the
shelter the same as we had on Sugarloaf and Fairfield had at Sabbathday Pond. All of these
boards could be hauled up in one trailer load and carried in on one’s shoulder. It took Louis and
myself one day to tear off the old splits and rafters cut new rafters and put on the boards. It took
us another day to put on the roofing paper. In other words, it took us four man-days.
If I remember correctly, it cost us about $35 dollars for the roof on Sugarloaf. It does not seem
worth while considering putting on a new roof anywhere until the money is available to pay for
the materials.
Some of these shelters, like the one on Spaulding Mt., is so inaccessible that it is going to be very
difficult to put on a board roof. It is more than likely that a pole roof covered with roofing paper
will have to be used there the same as the A.M.C. uses.
For the trail report on East Carry Pond--Pierce Pond Section, Louis has this and will mall it to
you in a few days.
Regards to Zelma
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Myron Avery
Sept. 11, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Will try to tie up some of the loose ends from former correspondence. Re: a fall meeting, none of
us here desire for any specific reason a meeting. Since there had been a fall meeting each of the
two years since the MATC has been reactivated, we just assumed there would be a meeting this
fall. We understand the inconvenience of the Washington group coming to Maine. Any business
that needs to be done can be done through correspondence.
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Re: the cyclometers from Veeder-Root. I hardly feel like saying anything more in regards to the
star wheel. If you have correspondence in regards to them, you would probably get better results
by writing to Mr. Perfect C/0 Veeder-Root.
The trail report will be sent Clair Sawtelle as soon as we get caught up.
Re: Baldpate. As you will see from Louis’ trail report the Explorers, nor the Maine Alpine Club
have not been in there at all this summer. There is a half mile there that is terrible, worse than the
sag between Sugarloaf and Spaulding ever was. It is practically impassable. You just can not
keep on the trail there. Louis will send a copy of the report to both Mr. Theberge and to Percy
Canham. If we were sure that they will not get this done yet this fall Louis and I would open it
up. However, we will wait and see if we can get a reply from them. We have not heard from
Theberge following my letter to him.
This particular instance, the U. of M. on Moxie-Bald, the Hi-Y Club and their section, and others
emphasizes the great need for an assistant overseer in the Central and Eastern part of the trail. No
one man can cover the whole trail in Maine and the fact that a section is assigned does not mean
that we do not need inspections.
We talked with Roy Cushman, firewarden on Old Speck. We did not come to any decision as to
how and where he could be placed to our best advantage. We will keep it under consideration
this winter. We do feel that we can get some work out of him next year.
Am sending a clipping to Miss Stephenson regarding the ski trail on Sugarloaf. They claim the
new road is bulldozed half way in to the foot of the slope. Am also sending a letter from the
Farmington Information Bureau. They ask that we furnish them with a display and literature
again next year.
Passed through South Windham Labor Day and called on Jack Clark. But no one was home, nor
have I heard from him since.
We found the trail in western Maine to be equal or better to that of the AMC trail west from
Speck Mtn. As a whole their trail was good but it did need improving in spots, especially since
they do not paint it. We would prefer the paint blazes. We saw last winter’s ice in a couple of
places in Moohosuc Notch. This was a very hard trip and we had very bad weather two of the
three days
cc: Louis Chorzempa
September 12, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Ovide J. Thebarge, 123 Holland St., Lewiston,
Maine. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Thebarge:
Mr. Reeves and I were recently on a three day inspection hike covering the Appalachian Trail
from the Andover B-Hill road to Gorham, N.H. I am sending you detailed trail reports covering
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the Maine Alpine Club section of trail over Baldpate Mtn. By checking the trail reports you will
see the exact conditions of the trail and just what needs to be done. Evidently the storm of Nov.
1950 caused considerable damage in one spot. This spot is about 1 ¼ mile from Maine Highway
26 and extends over half a mile. A very considerable number of trees have come down and
completely obliterated the trail for short distances. There is a possibility that inexperienced
hikers could get lost here easily. I was unaware of this condition until the firewarden on Old
Speck called my attention to it a while ago. This section of trail must be opened up as soon as
possible. It has undoubtedly been the most difficult section in Western Maine to travel this past
summer. Would you let me know immediately what the prospects are of running a work trip and
restoring this section to travel, as there are not many weeks left suitable for trail work.
cc: M. H. Avery, Lawson Reeves, Percy G. Canham
September 12, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
I am sending you trail reports on Section #23. I have also sent copies to Mr. Thebarge and to Mr.
Canham of the Maine Alpine Club.
Enclosed is a copy of my letter to Mr. Thebarge; also a letter from Mr. Reeves and a copy of his
letter to Clair Sawtelle.
Have not as yet prepared the reports on Section #24 and the A.M.C. Mahoosic trail to Gorham,
but will have them done soon. Mr. Reeves will type only sufficient copies of these for our own
record and two sets for you.
The trail report on Section #15 (Pierce Pond to East Carry Pond) has been sent to Clair Sawtelle.
Referring to your letter of Sept. 1, I do not remember the wording on the A.M.C. sign formerly
in Grafton Notch, except that on it was written: Mahoosic trail, and below the names of several
of the mountain peaks along the trail. They also had another sign at the Forest Service
Campground referring to Old Speck.
I am enclosing two of Roy Cushman’s cards showing his address. His home is in Phillips, Me.
and he plans to work there next year. He believes he may rejoin the Forest Service later, on
another mountain.
Mr. Reeves and I had an interesting talk with the two boy scouts from Farmington about their
trip from Katahdin to Gorham, N.H. I will bear in mind to write about some of their observations
along the trail in my next letter.
Copy to Lawson W. Reeves
Mr. Roy E. Cushman
R.F.D. 2

Mr. Roy E. Cushman
Old Spec. Mt. M. F. D.
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Phillips, Maine

N. Newry, Maine

September 14, 1951. Jean Stephenson to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Mr, Tappan: (or may I say "Sidney":)
I surely do owe you an apology for not having written you before I left for Maine, particularly in
view of the time and trouble you took to make things easier for my "work trip" there. But at the
last minute there was so much to do, particularly with Myron not attending to the thousand and
one things he usually does, that I just did not have a chance. I want to assure you of my deep
appreciation of your thoughtfulness in letting me know exactly what you and your son had done,
and about conditions, as that made it possible for my little group to do much more effective
work.
There were only four in my group in the last analysis: Seymour R. Smith of Connecticut, my
young nephew Guy B. Stephenson, Jr., Sadye Giller and myself. The first two cleared and Sadye
and I painted blazes. As to clearing, they cleaned up thoroughly from Nahmakanta Lake to 5 m.
from York's, and we painted from almost from Nahmakanta Lake to where you stopped at the
ledges. We found that there was considerable need for standardizing of blazing between the Dam
and Rainbow Lake Camps, taking off excess blazes, etc., so spent quite a little time on that. I
think it is in pretty good shape now.
At present, Sadye Giller and I plan on going to Nahmakanta Lake next year for a week, and will
paint from where we left off this year down and around the lake and on to Mahar Campground.
Then we will go through to the Sand Beach and be met and taken to Buck Horn Camps and from
there will paint the side trail to Buck Horn (if it needs it) and fill in that two mile gap on the A.T.
on the Cooper Brook tote-road. If possible we will arrange for some of the men to come along
also, at least while we are at Nahmakanta, and clear the Trail around the Lake. That would take
care of the bad spots you reported north of White Cap.
The signs sent to Antlers seem to have gone astray. I will have more made this fall so they will
be ready for erection next year. We made and put up the sign at Thoreau Spring you reported as
needed, also a warning one on the Doubletop Trail.
Did you see the copy of the Moosehead Gazette that had your picture in it? If not, let me know
and I will get a copy for you. The copy Mr. Gerould sent me has gone into the M.A,T.C. "scrap
book".
Sadye asked me to specifically express to you her appreciation for your work in painting back to
6.75 m, on the Trail, as this meant we could walk through to York's from Rainbow without
carrying paint equipment. It is a nuisance to try to paint with a full pack on one's back — at least
she and I find it so. So, having no painting to do that day, we just enjoyed the trip!
I expect Myron has written or will write you more fully about details, conditions, etc. Personally,
I feel that things are looking up in that section of Maine, thanks to the efforts of you and your
son in making these inspection trips and attending to the thousand and one details that Myron has
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always had to do himself. There are still a couple of bad spots, such as the lumbering on the
north slope of White Cap and the Barren-Chairback situation, but bit by bit I think we can get
them under control.
We had a delightful week at York's, subsequent to leaving Rainbow. It was Sadye's first trip to
Katahdin. We went up the Abol Trail, as I had never been on it (the only one I had not climbed),
and came down the Hunt Trail. Unfortunately, it clouded up on the way up, and we had only
intermittent views, but both Sadye and my nephew were very well satisfied. After she went home
August 31, Guy Junior and I went around to Chimney Pond and spent a day on Hamlin Ridge
and the North Peaks, etc. Then we drove with Supervisor Taylor over the new road from
Nesowadnehunk Lake to the Grand Lake Road and back via Patton, getting a quick view of the
situation in that area. As I had done the tracing from the aerial photographs for the new map of
Katahdin, I was especially interested in seeing developments there.
Again expressing appreciation for all you did to make our trip more productive, and trusting to
have the pleasure of meeting you in person some day…
P.S. I forgot to mention about the notebooks. We have arranged with the Ranger at Chimney
Pond to put a new notebook in the cylinder. Also, I took up with Miss Park the matter of a
different type to prevent mutilation, and we think we have the problem solved. We will try a
notebook with a flexible "railroad board” cover, which will protect it better than the present type.
Also it will be side bound instead of top bound, which will aid in protecting the leaves in process
of inserting the book in the cylinder. Thanks for calling attention to this. J.S.
September 14, 1951. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I am pleased to have your letter of September 10.
I saw Junior York on the train at Millinocket but I am afraid he gathered a garbled impression of
the nature of my illness at Joe Mary. I have picked up strength quite rapidly since my return to
Washington. I hope (barring any further knockdowns) to start back to work on a restricted basis
next week. I am afraid it will be a long time before I get back to my 1950 condition and
prospects of travel in the woods in 1952 now seem dubious.
I am answering the points of your letter of September 10 while the matters are fresh in mind.
You are certainly planning an ambitious trip to go from the Kennebec to Katahdin. I suggest that
you stay with the watchman on Moxie Bald the second day instead of making the very long trip
through to Blanchard.
We will, of course, see to it that you have a current, corrected section of the Guidebook in the
direction in which you will travel, south to north.
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There will be one or two signs which your offer to put up will care for very nicely. We will make
arrangements to have the signs sent to designated localities in ample time. There will not be very
many.
We have tried to locate the four signs sent to Antlers. They were undoubtedly delivered there but
we think that the simplest procedure will be to re-make them. Also, we are going to put in a sign
at the Sand Beach since that is easily overlooked. The latter will require a post.
Miss Stephenson spent considerable time at Katahdin and obtained from Helon Taylor the details
of the Chimney accident. Mr. Taylor has several aspects of the matter which he wishes
emphasized. Accordingly, Miss Stephenson is putting an item in Appalachian Trailway News
and will also put an item in the December issue of Appalachia (Appalachian Mountain Club, 5
Joy Street, Boston).
I do not think that I know the poet Guiterman in connection with Katahdin. There is nothing in
the Bibliography about him. We do have some poems about Katahdin which were donated to us.
I am asking Assistant Secretary Stephan to mail you the booklet in the near future.
I shall appreciate your returning the trail reports and the revised pages of the Guide.
We will send you in the near future a copy of a brief report made by a traveler from Katahdin to
Monson with word as to a development on White Cap that must have occurred after your trip.
Appraising the Trail situation: The worst section will be from Long Pond over Columbus and
Fourth Mountains to the St. Regis Tote-road. The arrangements for having the group at Old
Town do this work seem to have miscarried. The group has sort of evaporated and nothing has
been heard from them. They were boys who were familiar with the area since they camped in the
Bowl to the east of the mountain.
The next major point of difficulty will be the south slope of White Cap since I do not anticipate
that just maintenance of the telephone line by the Forest Service will be of much help on the
Trail. That is a very hard section to reach and a long one.
As far as the other tasks are concerned, the major unfinished jobs are putting in the campsites on
the East Branch of Pleasant River where one turns north from Yoke Pond Camps. The other is a
campsite on the section assigned to the University of Maine and listed as the Breakneck Ridge
Campsite. The signs and directions were sent to the Maine Outing Club. They ran, we know, a
large working party but, as expected, it is difficult to get word from them and we do not know
whether this job was accomplished.
The other remaining campsite on the Old Stage Road was a matter for supervision of the
Narragansett Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club under Mr. Henry Childs. We are
awaiting his report.
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It would help if you could return ahead of the other material the photostatic copy of the map on
White Cap. Please send this direct to Miss Thekla Stephan, 1228 Eye Street, N. W., Apt. 1001,
Washington 5, D. C., as she is holding a communication which it is to accompany.
I am enclosing the revised list of the lean-tos and campsites across Maine, which is a supplement
to our Publication No. 12.
You may find it convenient to break up the trail reports and guidebook sheets after we send them
to you and send half of them to a camp midway rather than carrying them with you.
Next year should be a pleasant season and I know that you will find your trip across Maine of
much interest.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
Enclosure—
cc: Mr. Helon Taylor, Miss Stephenson
September 17, 1951. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
Lawson Reeves has sent me a copy of his letter to you of September 10th, which he very kindly
wrote in keeping with my request that he pass on to you the information and experience gained
from rebuilding the roof on the Sugarloaf Lean-to.
I have thought that I would write you at once by reason of a development, which indicates that
both the cost and the labor can be very much reduced. Miss Stephenson has told me, at some
length, of Helon Taylor’s plans in connection with his Chimney Pond Lean-tos. He has there the
very same problem of renewing the roofs. Helon is going to try using a procedure which it seems
to me will greatly reduce labor as well as the cost. He gave Miss Stephenson some leads so that
she will prepare for the January issue of Appalachian Trailway News an article based on Helon's
plans.
In short, Helon plans to use a corrugated type of aluminum sheet. He can obtain these from
Sears, Roebuck & Company. These sheets can be nailed over the existing roofing. It eliminates
the necessity for laying new boards on the rafters and even for removing the old shakes.
Of course, unpainted aluminum would be very conspicuous and somewhat out of keeping with
the surroundings. To subdue this, Helon intends to use either a dark green or a dark red paint. (I
may be in error on this aspect but the aluminum sheets will be painted.)
Miss Stephenson is going to assemble the data as to the cost and quantity needed on a standard
A.T. lean-to and write up an article for Appalachian Trailway News. The problem is not
restricted to Maine, for all the lean-tos built during the CCC period are beginning to show signs
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of deterioration and wear. Consequently, we feel that this information might be a very valuable
item. In fact, when we reprint the bulletin on lean-to construction, it probably should be
included.
The plan would seem to have a decided advantage where the structure is a long way in from the
roads since the rolls of metal probably could be carried in without too much difficulty.
You will see that I have spread this word among those who have been talking about lean-to
repairs along the Appalachian Trail in Maine and, with the article in Appalachian Trailway
News, all the details will be available.
I have just heard that the Maine Forest Service has abandoned the watchman’s camp on the south
slope of White Cap and has put in a new camp on the north slope, probably at the end of one of
the branch roads which H. & W. has built, leading up the slope of the mountain. This means that
we probably will get the old camp as a staying place on a long section of the Trail but will lose
Forest Service maintenance on the south slope of White Cap.
I think this covers matters for the present.
Copy to: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Helon Taylor
Mr. Roy Fairfield
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
September 17, 1951. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves and Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Lawson and Louis:
I am writing this combined letter to the two of you in order to cover the points of the envelope
that I received from Louis. This was Lawson's letter of September 11, with a copy of his letter of
September 12 to Sawtelle, and Louis' letter to me of September 12 and one of the same date to
Mr. Theberge.
I have studied the report on Section 23 with great interest. I take it that you had the Guidebook
pages for both Sections 23 and your herculean trip over Section 24. If there are any changes to be
made, we know that you will send them in. The A.M.C. has rebuilt the Full Goose Shelter since I
measured the Trail and I suspect that the new lean-to is in a slightly different location. The trip
over the Mahoosuc Trail is, indeed, strenuous but I like the extensive open sections. Many years
ago the CCC worked on that trail and did some paint blazing. The A.M.C. has found it necessary
to use paint blazes in Mahoosuc Notch but they were not continuous or adequate. Many people
(particularly those who have been over the Trail in Maine) write the A.M.C. to the effect that the
route would be much improved by using paint blazes. However, the Club is adamant on that
point and the repeated suggestions seem to serve more as a source of irritation than changing
their point of view. After all, the A.M.C. system is pretty much an independent unit and on the
exclusive side.
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When I measured the Trail, I put in mile markers as far as the New Hampshire line. Since they
were not renewed, they are, of course, probably obliterated now.
We carry Mr. Cushman on the Appalachian Trail Conference list and he receives Appalachian
Trailway News. He is not a M.A.T.C. member. We are changing his address to Phillips. If he
works for the Forest Service next year in some other place he may have little time left for trail
work on Baldpate.
I hope that arrangements can be made to utilize his interest and I feel that the Maine Alpine Club
people would welcome any assistance. I don't think that we will encounter any jurisdictional
objection, particularly in view of what you report.
We had thought that Maine escaped the hurricane but your letter indicates that it struck in full
force on Mt. Baldpate. It is strange, indeed, that none of the through hikers have reported this
situation. It comes as a decided surprise. I had thought that the trouble was in the small
hardwood growth in the low areas on each side of the mountain. I see no reason why, if in
addition to all that you have done this year, you want to do anything on Baldpate that you need
refrain. It is obvious that something has gone wrong with Theberge's expectations with respect to
the Explorer program. The M.A.C. was relying on it, I believe, for its maintenance work. Since
Stanley Attwood is completely out of everything, there is no point in letting him know of this
impassable area. After all, we are lucky that Maine got off so well. We hear bad reports from the
Green Mountains and much of the Adirondack area is still closed. The State had to amend its
constitution to enable it to cut the very extensive blowdown areas.
If, in typing trail reports, you can send me two carbons, in addition to the original, it will be a
further convenience in enabling me to keep full sets of my records.
I am leaving to Lawson to mention the matter of the star wheel to the Veeder, Root
representative if the conversation takes that turn.
The Mahoosuc area or the Wauchecha-Cheoah-Yellow Creek is rated the most difficult portion
of the entire A.T. Trail. When the A.M.C. located this route, they operated on the plan of the
shortest distance between two points, which means that you are either going up or down
vertically all the way.
I think that this covers all the outstanding matters and we will wait for the snows of winter to
settle on the Maine woods.
cc: Miss Stephenson
{P.S.: A power saw would help this operation. Flagg and Clark each have one.}
September 18, 1951. Myron Avery to Robert Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
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Once again, as occurred last fall at Barren Mountain, I have to write you in connection with a
development along The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
A recent Trail traveler reported that the watchman's cabin on the south slope of White Cap was
abandoned and that a new cabin had been built on the north slope of the mountain. The report
which reached us was that the supplies were taken in by jeep to the watchman's cabin. I had
thought that it might be located on one of the Hollingsworth and Whitney branch roads or
perhaps higher up on some lumber road, leading off from the branch roads on the north slope of
White Cap.
I would like to get this information for the Maine Guidebook and the White Cap map. I am
enclosing a copy of our retracing of the White Cap map which appears in the Maine Guidebook.
If, in due course, you could indicate which branch road is used to reach the watchman's cabin
and roughly plot the trail onto the mountain, with the location of the cabin, it would help us
greatly. If you have any information as to the distance from the cabin to the tower, that will be of
assistance also.
From the aspect of the Trail, I am sorry to learn of this development. While the firewardens do
not spend too much time on trails these days, use of this trail to reach the cabin meant a
considerable help in our maintenance problem. The slope of White Cap is long and hard to reach.
While the telephone line still goes down that way, I would doubt if there would be much clearing
along the trail.
I presume that the Service intends to leave the watchman's cabin. It would make a very good
shelter since it is an overly long and overly strenuous trip from Long Pond to West Branch Pond.
My trip to the Maine woods this year was a disappointment. I had, commencing in June, a long
hospitalization period. I went to Haynes' Camps on Middle Joe Mary Lakes, thinking to expedite
recuperation. Due, probably, to my lowered resistance and the wet and cold summer, I contracted
a chest infection, with fever, which put me in bed for a week, I had to come back to Washington
to recuperate and it will be some time still before I get back into harness.
I feel, consequently, quite a stranger to the Maine woods. If, after the fall season is over, you
should find time to tell me of any developments, I would greatly appreciate it.
Enclosure - White Cap map
cc: Mr. Sidney N. Tappan, Miss Jean Stephenson
September 18, 1951. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
Just a note to thank you for your letter dated the 14th, and to tell you that the photostat copy of
the revised map of White Cap is on its way via air mail to Thekla Stephan, and that the test of the
material is in the mail to your address.
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I shall be glad to take care of posting such signs as you may have ready for us next summer.
Off hand I would think that if we were to attempt any trail clearing en route we would have to
cut the total distance traversed down by starting east of the Kennebec. To work effectively on the
southern slope of White Cap one would have to work out of the Hermitage, assuming one can get
accommodations there, or from the campsite on that side of the mountain.
I will send you a copy of Arthur Guitemann’s poem “The Little Ponds”, and shall look forward
to receiving any material which Miss Stephan many have to share.
Of course I was pleased to hear that you have regained what you lost, and that you are to resume
a portion of your work. I hope that I may be able to lend a hand with some of the trail work
which you will want to have a share in next year. One of the sources of pleasure this past
summer was the thought that in a small way we were lightening your load a bit.
September 21, 1951. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I am glad to have the comments of your letter of September 18, in reply to my letter.
I appreciate, much more than I can say, the expression of the last paragraph of your letter. It is of
much help in these times of difficulty to have friends who feel as you and Peter do in the matter.
Miss Stephan duly received the photostat of the White Cap Map and I received the envelope
containing the Trail data, etc. There is one matter as to which I think I had better make some
reference as I may have left the wrong impression on the point. My thought in referring to the
various aspects of the Trail situation was to mention factors which occurred to me at this time
rather than overlook them in the summer when you undertake your trip. I had no thought of any
Trail work on the south slope of White Cap. Mrs. Green, at Katahdin Iron Works, the owner of
The Hermitage, has a very old caretaker there. Arrangements for accommodations can be made
with her under special circumstances but it is most infrequent. It means a long walk up the slope
from even The Hermitage. The drive from Katahdin Iron Works to the beginning of the
firewarden’s trail is too much for the ordinary car. As a consequence, any Trail work here
involves a lot of walking, I suppose that the best arrangement would be to take one's supplies and
stay at the firewarden's cabin if that is still left intact and can be used by parties passing through.
In any event, it is the section that presents very great difficulty in the lack of a close working
base. This is more of a discussion of the point than I had intended since we shall have to await
developments in that area.
I will look forward to receipt of the poem. We will let you know of anything we develop here.
September 21, 1951. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

211

Thekla Stephan has received the map of White Cap and the other data should have been received
too probably the following day.
Thank you for the booklet of Katahdin poems. I had the pleasure of meeting the author and his
wife at York’s. They used to work in the Congressional Library in Washington and live in
Maryland. I used to hear from them once a year, but haven’t heard for several years now.
A copy of your letter to Robert G. Hutton came this afternoon. I didn’t mention the relocation of
the watchman’s cabin on White Cap because I assumed you knew about it. It is now located on
the north slope above First West Branch Pond and visible from the camp. Clif Keleaher told me
that it was one of the buildings used last year when the new mill was in operation. The road to
the clearing he spoke of on “the mill road” and it leaves the West Branch Ponds road about
where the trail and the road cross, about 2 miles from Keleaher’s camps. The cabin is only a
short walk from the trail up the north slope of White Cap. However it is not an easy walk,
because you have to cross a slash area and climb up and down one or more deep gulleys and it is
on that steep portion of the slope well down below the old ruins of a log cabin and the spring.
The day Peter and I climbed White Cap an elderly couple drove their car up the mill road as far
as they could, walked to the cabin, bush whacked the slash area to the trail, and hence to the
summit. They had on street clothes and had driven up from Bangor that morning. I think they
said they left West Branch Pond Camps after ten o’clock and we met then a few minutes below
the summit about two o’clock. The watchman wasn’t on top nor at his cabin that Sunday.
In my letter to Jean Stephenson I suggested that if it would help you Peter and I might shorten
our trip, fly in to Long Pond and work from Long Pond over Columbus and Fourth Mtns., also
up the south slope of White Cap.
To get back to Lower Joe Mary lake and the sand beach we never did find it. We tried to first
from the lake opposite Antlers, we landed on a short sandy beach, and struck in to the woods in
several directions, but couldn’t find the trail. After lunch working a half hour and getting
nowhere we crossed the cove to Antler’s, picked up the trail, followed it around the lake, but
never did find the sand beach. Of course the fact that it was raining real hard didn’t encourage us
to look too long for the beach. Next year I hope to have a better day and more time for this
section from Lower Joe Mary to Nahmakanta.
Now while my dinner is cooking and the sun drops down toward the west some of Guitemann’s
poems.
Little Ponds
“Where balsams droop their fragrant boughs
and form their fronds,
Below Katahdin idly drowse
The little ponds,
Until the north wind calls, “awake!”
Or paddles ply,
Or trout comes flashing up to take
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The nearest fly.
The little ponds are bright and clear,
And soft of brink;
And after twilight when the deer
Come down to drink,
And in their mirror, coldly pure
The moon is shown.
The moon, each little pond is sure
Loves it above.
Let not the little ponds be told
That every night
On countless ponds as clear and cold
Their moon is bright.
They do not guess that such things are
For good or ill—
The strange, high ways of moon and star;-And still, and still,
When hushed just cross the beaver’s dike
And stars are strewn
Each little pond, Endymion-like
Enfolds the moon.
And so the little ponds are glad;
They keep their dreams.
From winter time when chained in mad
Katahdin Stream;
Through autumn when the maple-tree
Is crimson leaved.
Oh, happly little ponds to be
So well deceived!”
My Host
“My host is old Katahdin;
he doffs his cap of cloud
To pledge the royal bounty
He gives his heart-avowed:
Thrice welcome to the mountain,
Thrice welcome to the glen!
By rod and pack and paddle,
The woods are your again!
Again my winds shall call you,
My trails shall tempt your feet;
I’ll pour you laughing water
And berries cold and sweet.
In shack or rocky shelter
Where you may choose to house
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Your couch shall be of bracken
Your bed of balsam boughs.
And when the mood shall move you
To cast the feathered lure,
Katahdin Brook, my darling,
And forty ponds are yours!
There’s hemlock-shadowed Abol
And Beaver, deeply moved,
There’s Windy Pitch and Grassy,
There’s Lilypad and Lost.
The deer shall stand before you,
And dappled fawn shall play,
While overhead shall banter
The squirrel and the jay,
And Peace shall be your comrade
On every bowered quest;
And through my darkening tree tops
The stars shall watch your rest.
Above the seaward rivers
Above the highland plain
My host is old Katahdin
Among the pines of Maine.”
And so to your host and mine, auf wieder sehen.
Sidney
September 23, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
Enclosed are trail reports covering Section #24 and the Mahoosuc Range to Gorham, New
Hampshire. Mr. Reeves and I had an unexpected few days off from work, and this gave us an
opportunity to hike over a section that we had not yet seen, and at the same time thought it might
be of value to get a report on trail conditions. This gives us a chance to see how the trail in
western Maine compares with the A.M.C. Trail. The November storm of 1950 caused a
considerable number of blowdowns to come down in some sections along the Mahoosucs. Most
of these have already been cleared out this year.
I did not note any changes in the guidebook data on Sections 23 and 24. Evidently the Full
Goose Lean-to was rebuilt at the site of the preexisting structure.
I will here note some of the observations of the Farmington Boy Scouts along the trail on their
282-mile hike from Katahdin to Gorham, N. H. They remarked that the marking was particularly
good in eastern Maine, and that they found the mile markers on each section very helpful in
keeping check on their progress. On some sections in central and western Maine the mile
markers are incomplete. They by-passed the Pierce Pond to East Carry Pond section, after
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crossing the Kennebec River, by following old tote roads down the west bank of the Kennebec as
far as the East Carry Pond tote road. Then up to East Carry Pond Lean-to. They reported
lumbering beyond East Carry Pond Camps. Here they wandered off the route and finally came
upon the blue-blazed side trail to Middle Carry Pond, which they followed back to the
Appalachian Trail.
The trail could be followed with care through the lumbered area near Eddy Pond on Saddleback
Mtn.
They found about a quarter mile stretch through the spruce forest near Elephant Mountain Leanto, where the big logs still need to be cut out.
The blowdown area on the west side of Baldpate was reported as the most difficult stretch to get
over.
They had difficulty in following the trail over the Mahoosucs in a few spots, having no map or
trail data for New Hampshire. On the stretch between Page Pond and Trident Col Shelter, where
the trail is particularly obscure through hardwoods, they strayed from the Appalachian Trail and
ended up near Shelburne over the Leadmine Brook Trail. From there they followed the road to
Gorham. They did not take any notes on their trip.
I am enclosing two carbons, in addition to the original of the trail reports, as you requested. I had
on hand an extra carbon of section 23, which is also enclosed.
Copy to : Mr. Lawson Reeves
September 26, 1951. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa:
Dear Louis:
I have your letter of September 23, 1951, enclosing the Trail Reports on Section 24 and for your
further trip through to Gorham, New Hampshire.
It is obvious that these most detailed reports should be put to the best use possible. Therefore, I
am forwarding them to the Councillor of Trails of the Appalachian Mountain Club. I am
enclosing for you and Mr. Reeves a copy of my letter in that connection. This action will serve to
give A.M.C. Councillor of Trails very exact knowledge of trail conditions so that he can plan for
1952 trail crew work to deal with the conditions reported.
Your letter also contains information which should be of value to Sawtelle and Fairfield. I have
had it copied and distributed, as well as sending a copy to Miss Stephenson. I am sorry, indeed,
to learn that the lumbering has reached the spruce at Eddy Pond on Saddleback Mountain. It
seems as if, at this rate of activity, we shall have no uncut spruce on the trail. That was a
beautiful stand.
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Roy Fairfield's crew reported cutting out a tremendous number of down logs on Elephant
Mountain. I trust this does not mean that more have come down. In view of the seemingly
conflicting reports, Roy will no doubt arrange to instruct his crew, next spring, to bring in a very
exact statement of the situation.
The sign for the New Hampshire-Maine line was one which we made and was put up by the trail
crew of the A.M.C. through permission obtained by Mr. Paul Jenks, who formerly had charge of
that activity. Since you indicate that the boundary is becoming obscure, it might be very
advisable to remake the sign and, next summer, ask the A.M.C. trail crew to put it up when they
work on the Mahoosuc Range.
Thank you for sending all the carbons of the Trail Reports, which serve to give me a very
excellent picture of the situation.
cc: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, Mr. Clair Sawtelle, Miss Stephenson
September 26, 1951. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I have read your letter of September 21 with greatest interest. I recognize the road which leads to
the sawmill. I did not, however, follow it to its end. I am still puzzled to know how the
firewarden reaches the fire tower from his cabin. Does he cut up into the A.T.? Is there a direct
trail opened by the Forest Service to the tower from the cabin?
Hollingsworth & Whitney wrote that the lumbering had not crossed the Trail. Your report,
however, would indicate that they had, perhaps unknown to the writer of that letter, cut over the
Trail or, at least, had put in hauling roads.
I noticed this summer that there is some difficulty in locating the "Sand Beach" on lower Joe
Mary. There are in fact two sand beaches. The right one is beside a large beaver house and to the
west, nearer the head of the Lake. The one where you landed is in line with Antlers Camps and a
long way from the Trail.
I do not know how to mark the sand beach from the water side. Since the people who took us
there knew the locality we never gave any thought to the confusion which I noted this summer.
When you travel north on the Trail, after you pass the Potawadjo Ridge Trail, you come down
hill through a section where the beavers have cut out all the trees and there is no marking. Here,
you turn slightly left and commence to ascend over Potawadjo Ridge. Ordinarily, you would see
the sand beach which is 25 yards to the right. The sign that we have in mind is to go on the Trail
so that the pick-up point will not be overlooked.
I anticipate that I will have the White Cap map from Mr. Hutton in due course but what you say
will help clarify matters.
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September 26, 1951. Myron Avery to Howard M. Goff, Councillor of Trails, Appalachian
Mountain Club, 35 Byrd Avenue, West Newton, Massachusetts.
My dear Mr. Goff:
I received, recently, a very detailed report of a traverse over the Appalachian Mountain Club’s
section of The Appalachian Trail from Old Speck to Gorham. The report is so informative that I
thought I should forward it to you since the statement of trail conditions may aid in carrying out
the activities of the Appalachian Mountain Club Councilor of Trails. The trip represents a sort of
"busman’s holiday" for Maine Appalachian Trail Club Director Lawson Reeves and Assistant
Overseer of Trails Louis Chorzempa. Both are extremely active and experienced in trail work
and have the faculty of recording their observations in a very helpful manner. These reports
follow the form used in connection with The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Both Messrs. Reeves and Chorzempa understand that the paint blaze technique is not a part of
the Appalachian Mountain Club’s trail practice.
Mr. Chorzempa has reported great difficulty in maintaining signs at Grafton Notch where the
A.M.C. had installed a sign.
In his transmitting letter, Mr. Chorzempa commented on the observations of some Farmington
Boy Scouts, who made a 282-mile hike from Katahdin to Gorham. The item is to the following
effect:
"They had difficulty in following the trail over the Mahoosucs in a few spots, having no
map or trail data for New Hampshire. On the stretch between Page Pond and Trident Col
Shelter, where the trail is particularly obscure through hardwoods, they strayed from the
A.T. and ended up near Shelburne over the Leadmine Brook Trail. From there, they
followed the road to Gorham."
The absence of guidebook and map explains the error of the Scouts but it does indicate an area
where difficulty could be encountered.
I have sent forward, under separate cover, as a matter of interest, the latest edition of the A.T.C.
TRAIL MANUAL.
You need not trouble to acknowledge the receipt of these reports, which I felt of too great value
not to dispose of in a manner which would insure their maximum usefulness.
cc:

M.A.T.C. Director Lawson Reeves
M.A.T.C. Assistant Overseer of Trails Louis Chorzempa
Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News

Enclosures:

Report on Section 24, Maine
Report, Maine-New Hampshire line to Gorham
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Sent under separate cover:

Trail Manual No. 17, A.T.C. Publication
Trail Monitions

September 27, 1951. Dorothy Sullivan, Secretary, Stephens High School, Rumford, Maine,
to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Professor Fairfield:
You must be very busy, but I would greatly appreciate it if you would help me out. The Stephens
High School Outing Club received a letter last year from a man in Dryden, Maine. He offered to
come to Rumford and show us some slides of the Appalachian trail. He is connected with the
Appalachian association.
Could you possibly furnish his name and complete address. If you cannot, would you please send
us a piece of stationary of the Appalachian association. His name appears on it. Thank you very
much for your trouble.
p.s. Would you please address your letter to the Stephens High School Outing Club.
September, 1951. Trail Report.
TRAIL REPORT
Section 18. North to South.
Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream 12.75 miles.
Maintaining Organizations; Wilton Outing Club (Bigelow Village to Sugarloaf Mt.) Franklin
County Fish and Game Assn. (Sugarloaf Mtn. to Orbeton Stream).
General Condition: Entire trail is now in good to excellent condition. There are sections that
require annual mowing. A few spots can stand further widening.
Logs: At this date, there are no logs or blowdowns across the trail on the entire section (12 3/4
m.).
Condition of Painting: Most of it done in 1948 and some in 1949. Although the marking is still
adequate, present plans are to repaint entire section in 1952.
Metal Markers: All in fairly good condition. Will renew any additional ones need in 1952.
Mile Markers: All in fairly good condition. Will be repainted in 1952.
Board Direction Signs: All in good condition. Most of these installed in 1949.
Lean-tos; Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to; in excellent condition. Has new board roof covered with
asphalt roofing. Completed in May 1950. Spring latrine and tin can signs put up and side trails
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blue-blazed in 1950. Wooden Forest Service Campsite sign put up in Aug. 1951. Fireplace is
O.K. There is an old board table here.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to: Fairly good. Roof looks O.K. but may leak some. Some bunk poles
missing. Spring, Latrine, and Tin Can signs put up in 1950. Side trails at lean-to blue-blazed in
July 1951. Wooden Forest Service Campsite sign put up in July 1951. Fireplace is O.K. Old
wooden table is decayed and should be rebuilt.
Side Trails: 0.1 m. side trail to summit of Spaulding Mtn. not checked this year. 50 yd. side trail
from A.T. to Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to is in good condition and was blue-blazed this year.
Mt. Abraham Side Trail: Approximately three miles. Completely painted (blue) in July and open
areas near summit well cairned. Conditions as seen in July 1951: Most of trail roughly cleared.
Some parts uncleared. First half mile from Spaulding Shelter uncleared. Will have a new report
on the condition of this side trail as soon as reports come in from Mr. Bronson Griscom and Mr.
Cecil Harris, the firewarden on Mt. Abraham. Signs were made and sent to Mr. Griscom to
install at each end of trail.
Guide Book Data: The access road to the Sugarloaf Ski Trail follows the A.T. for the first 100
yds. from Maine Highway 27. Detailed trail data will be prepared for the Mt. Abraham side trail
after it is completed.
Needed Work:
A. Repaint entire section and renew metal markers,
B. Improve Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to.
C. Complete the Mt. Abraham side trail.
Recommended for travel:

Yes,

Comment: There is a bronze registration cylinder and notebook at the summit of Sugarloaf and a
notebook at the Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to. Registration cylinder on Sugarloaf leaks, or in some
way takes in moisture. Should find a way to remedy this.
Inspected by Louis Chorzempa and Lawson Reeves.
October 2, 1951. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron,
Your letter written the 26th post marked the 28th of September reached me yesterday. Peter was
home over the week end and we enjoyed viewing his colored slides of this year’s trip, and
reviewing those of previous summers. This together with your letter recreate for me the pleasure
of tramping again the A.T.
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The so called “Mill Road” leaves the West Branch Ponds road just north of the crossing of the
A.T. and W.B. P. road. I have not followed the mill road, so I can not report anything about it
except, that it is passable by automobile for quite a distance toward the site of the saw mill. I
understand the couple we met on White Cap to say that they drove their car as far as they thought
practicable, then walked to the mill site or the end of the road. I understood Clif Keleaher to say
that when the mill was moved off of the mountain they left two buildings behind them and that
the fire warden uses the larger one for cabin and the smaller one for a latrine. The latter is the
one visible from West Branch Ponds Camps. This site is well up that real steep portion of the
north slope below the ruined cabin which is on A.T. The A.T. skirts the edge of the slash area.
They (H&W) didn’t cut across the trail, but they came right close to it. Several good sized spruce
trees blew down across the A.T. at this elevation. We cut a way through since we couldn’t have
taken them out without help.
As to how the warden travels from his present cabin to the tower, I don’t know. I saw no trail,
nor did either Clif or the couple we met mention any trail. However there must be a trail because
bush whacking across the slash area is really rough. We tried it and gave it up. Besides the tops
of trees left where ever they fell, the area is deeply eroded with many steep sided gullies. The
day we were there it was hot and dry and the area was a veritable tinder box. I would presume
that the warden cuts up and into the A.T. avoiding the slash area and availing himself of the A.T.
I doubt that there is a direct trail from the tower to the mill site. If there were Clif would have
spoken of it when he directed the couple to drive up the mill road.
H&W operations last year did not cross the trail as I have already said, but this year while we
were at West Branch Ponds Camps there was a party of men cutting either side of the A.T. from
the crossing of A.T. and W.B.P. road ½ to ¾ of a mile up the north slope from the crossing, and
also from the crossing in the opposite direction to Slaughter Brook. They were cutting a hard
wood tree here and there, and then snaking the logs out of the woods to the road. Whenever it
served their purpose, they followed the A.T. and the caterpillar tractor made a mud slough of the
trail. These men lived at the 3rd W.B.P. with some women and children in the cabins there. They
loaded the logs on trucks where the A.T. and W.B.P. roads cross. Between Slaughter Brook and
about ¾ of a mile beyond the crossing along the trail up White Cap the caterpillar had crisscrossed the A.T. so that any one traversing the trail would have to keep a sharp look out to avoid
leaving the trail to follow what might appear to the uninformed a fair road.
I hope that you may get a bit clearer the picture of how things were along the trail up White Cap
from this review of conditions as I remember them. I have no notes to refer to. I sat down each
evening after the day’s work or walk and wrote the trail report for that day. You have these
reports. Next year with last summer’s experience to build on I will probably do a better job of
reporting.
October 3, 1951. [Continuation of Tappan letter]
Yesterday morning my letter writing was interrupted by fire in one of our spray drying towers.
Now to finish my letter we turn from White Cap to Lower Joe Mary and the Sand Beach. It was
the word “opposite” in the trail data that fouled us up. We found a sand beach opposite Antlers
OK but obviously we had the wrong beach. Of course if Jasper or Amos had been along they
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would have known where to land. Maybe the trail data should be corrected at this point and a
sign similar to that on the shore of Rainbow Lake where the blue blazed trail begins or “North
Ferry” would be in order. By the time we got up to the head of Lower Joe-Mary Lake that day
the visibility was poor, clouds were low, and mist was driving across the lake and it was getting
rough so that I didn’t want to detain the boys who still had to run down the lake with a storm
approaching. Next summer we will probably have better weather and more time so there should
be no problems.
I am planning on camping along the trail next summer to save money and to have more time.
There is a lot to do and to see that we missed this year.
I sent Jean Stephenson some of Guitermann’s poems about the Katahdin country and suggested
that further search might reveal others. I haven’t been able to find his complete poems.
The copy of the trail work book was helpful and I shall re-read it carefully before next summer.
Herbert Whitney send me a copy of a map by Frederick B. Hyde dated 1913 of the trails and
logging roads around York’s Twin Pine Camps. I presume your map collection has a similar item
but if it hasn't and you want to copy my map you’re welcome to the loan of it.
Thanks for the mental breath of balsam and glimpse of blue water which your letters conjure up.
Hope the cooler weather will help your recovery.
October 9, 1951. Dorothy Sullivan, Secretary, Stephens High School, Rumford, Maine, to
Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Thank you very much for your letter. It helped us very much.
We think we ought to make clear the fact that we will not be able to help clear the trail this year.
We are not organized very well yet, and it will be quite a while before we will be able to help
you.
P.S. Unfortunately Bob Harrington is not with us this year, but if I see him I’ll tell him that you
sent your regards.
Oct. 10, 1951. Roy Fairfield to Marion Park.
Dear Miss Park,
Many thanx for the check to cover the roofing for Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to.
This also reminds me that I forgot to give Miss Stephenson a tally on sending the shears into the
woods this summer. I wonder if you’d pass it along to her to save me writing an extra letter?
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Phone call from Biddeford to Lewiston and postage of sending package
Telegram to Washington
Second phone call to Lewiston

$1.00
1.10
1.31
$3.41
Incidentally, l've never heard nothing [sic] more about these shears so assume the gentleman still
has them?
{OK, Jean Stephenson}
October 20, 1951. Myron Avery to Mrs. Faye Mithee, Secretary, Piscataquis County Fish &
Game Association, Route #2, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Mithee:
The October, 1951, issue of the Sportsmen’s Guide, with its numerous references to the activities
of the "Mithees”, has cleared up, for me, quite a few matters. I fear that I was somewhat wide of
the mark in my reply to your letter last summer with respect to the activities of the Piscataquis
County Fish and Game Association. At any rate, I now have the situation straight.
I am sorry to say that a disability of several months this summer kept me away from The
Appalachian Trail in Maine, which is my own State. Mr. Childs had written us of his contact
with your group and had promised to send in a detailed report. This has not yet arrived, so I read
with greatest interest the statement of the Association’s activity in the October issue of the
Sportsmen’s Guide.
I was particularly pleased to see that the project had exceeded our expectations in that the
Association was able to install the Stage Coach Road Campsite. We are little dubious as to the
exact locality. We are now correcting the Guidebook and I would like to be quite correct on the
point. I am enclosing the Trail data for Section 10 and, perhaps, you can check with whoever did
the work to indicate whether it was the spring at 9.75 miles. The reference to a new spring leads
me to think that a better site may have been found.
I was also interested to see that a crossing of little Wilson Stream had been installed at Savage’s
Mills. This makes the third effort and I trust that this bridge will stay, I have always been much
interested in that locality by reason of the fact that it is a place where the forest has completely
obliterated traces of the former settlement.
I wish you would convey to the Chairman of the trail group our pleasure at knowing the section
is in such excellent condition and that the side trails were also cleared. We think this is a very
interesting locality. The lumbering between Little Wilson Campground and little Wilson Pond
does make for rather difficult trail maintenance since the bushes have to be mowed each year.
The remainder of the section presents less difficulty.
Your organization is on our mailing list to receive our Trail Conference publication, Appalachian
Trailway News.
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I hope in the not too distant future to have the opportunity to see the improvements in this
section.
Enclosure - Section 10 (North to South) of Trail data.
cc:

Miss Marion Park, A.T.C. Secretary
Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News

October 21, 1951. Trail Report.
TRAIL REPORT
SUPPLEMENT TO SEC. 23 (part)
5.5 m. to 7.2 re. N to E
MAINTAINING ORGANIZATIQN: MAINE ALPINE CLUB
GENERAL CONDITIONS: Between the brook (5.5 m.) and 5.9 m. is the blowdown area. All
logs and blowdowns have been completely cleared out by Reeves and Chorzempa. There is one
large log left that is flat on the ground too large for a buck-saw. No logs were cut from the
stream to the top of West Peak.
A short stretch of about | mile through second growth between the blowdown areas is badly
ingrown. This needs clearing and mowing in the summer.
From 5.9 m. to 6 m. for 175 yds. small evergreens need cutting hack. Altho no reports have been
received to date, there was evidence that Mr. Thebarge and his group of Explorer Scouts have
thoroughly cleared the trail from 6 m. to the highway at 7.2 m. They have also cut out the logs
between 5.9 m. and the highway, plus a few at the beginning of the blowdown area.
However, there are spots where the bushes alongside the trail have been cut as high as 2 or 5 ft.
above the ground. Left this way, they will sprout out badly in the coming years. They should be
cut close to the ground, and the brush thrown out of the trail.
LOGS. From brook (5.5 m.) to highway at 7.2 m.--one large log, flat on the ground.
CONDITION OF MARKING: From brook (5.5 m.) to the Highway at 7.2 m.— repainted both
ways and metal markers put up (about 4 or 5 per mile each way) by Reeves and Chorzempa. The
offset of 0.44 m, along Maine Highway 26 also painted. Mile marker No. 6 repainted.
SIGNS: The new post with the metal highway crossing sign was found to have been loosened
and pull-up a short ways. This has been reset about 2 1/2 ft. deep, with a board nailed solidly
crossways on the bottom of the post. Now it is anchored solidly and at least cannot be pulled out.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL: Yes.
INSPECTED BY:

Louis Chorzempa

and

Lawson

Reeves.
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October 22, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Ovide J. Thebarge, 123 Holland St., Lewiston, Me.
[Hand written]
Dear Mr. Thebarge:
Having received no reports from you concerning the blowdown area on Baldpate and the
available time for trail work running short, Mr. Reeves and I decided to run a work trip there
Oct. 21. We felt it imperative that the trail should be restored through the blowdown area yet
this fall. However it took all the available daylight to finish the job. All the logs and blowdowns
have been completely cut out through the blowdown area as you will note on the trail report. We
also painted the trail and put up metal markers (both ways) as far as the brook at 5.3 m. (North to
South).
In going over the trail we found that you and your group of Explorer Scouts had already cleared
the trail from the highway to the blowdown area. However we noticed that your boys had cut
many of the bushes high above the ground. This is time wasted, as they will have to be cut again
the following year. You must impress upon the boys, that bushes should be cut close to the
ground and the brush thrown off the trail. In cutting back evergreen branches, an axe will cut
closer and much faster than pruning shears. However pruning shears work best in cutting bushes
and small evergreens close to the ground.
I keep detailed trail reports on all the sections in Western Maine. I would greatly appreciate it if
you would report your work trips to me as soon as possible, so that I can correct my trail reports
and keep them up to date. As it is impractical for me to check the entire trail each year, the only
way I have of keeping an accurate check on all the sections in Western Maine, is through the
reports sent in by each maintaining organization.
Although our time is somewhat limited, Mr. Reeves and I are always glad to help out wherever
we can. I would like to hear from you on how your Explorer program on Baldpate is progressing.
cc:

Mr. M. H. Avery
Mr. Lawson Reeves
Mr. P. G. Canham (M.A.C.)

October 26, 1951. Mrs. Faye Mithee, Secretary, Piscataquis County Fish & Game
Association, Route #2, Guilford, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Your letter of the 20th regarding the Appalachian Trail. I contacted Mr. Knowles, the chairman of
the trail group and he came in last night and made a few changes on the latter part of section 10.
He thought that it would be best for me to write and try to explain his corrections. So beginning
at the middle of the second paragraph on page 6-55—cross Little Wilson Stream at 8 m. on
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Bridge of Rocks. (They placed rocks as large as they could move in the stream bed and feel sure
that the ice will not move them.) And the word “bridge” should be “dam”.
He feels sure that Childs has removed the grass and ferns so well that “is grass and fern grown”
can be omitted. He says it is cut so closely that it will be at least three years before there should
be anything to bother.
On P. 6-56. At 9 m. is a pulp operation. They were more or less covering the trail with tops but
our group explained as well as they could about keeping the Trail open and they promised to. All
of the men working were French Canadians and spoke little English and the men that day spoke
less French. But they (our group) will check this in the spring.
At 9-75 “pass thru old lumber camp yard” this is what we call the Stage Coach Campsite, with 2
springs one 5 yds. to left and the other 8 yds. to left. Both marked.
Mr. Knowles says that Mr. Childs did put up all the signs. That they are very plain and correctly
placed. He also says the Childs group did a lot of work on their section and sure hopes he has got
around to sending in his report. I wrote him when I wrote you before but have had no reply yet.
We would be pleased to see you or Miss Stephenson in this section and if you knew when you
were arriving would be glad to assist in any way possible.
Hope this is satisfactory—if not ask for more, please.
P.S. So you finally found out I was a “Mrs.” Not “Mr.”!! But I do not mind—the name is
misleading ((Mother’s fault)).
Copy Mr. Childs, Stephenson, Helon Taylor
October 29, 1951. Roy Fairfield to George Learned, Andover, Maine.
Dear Mr. Learned,
Many thanx for your letter of last Spring. Your advice pertaining to Sable Mt. was certainly
wise, for we saw quickly last May that it would be folly to attempt to go across that way. As a
result, we made the old trail better as you may have learned by now.
At LAST, we are making plans to get in to C Pond to clear that side trail up to the Bluff. Now, if
I remember correctly, you told some of the boys a year or so ago that it would be better to use a
game trail than to try to clear out the one done by Doc Sawyer and the crew many years ago. Do
you still feel that way or would it be better to go along where the old blue blazes were?
Naturally, we’d like to have you around if you see your way clear for the week-end of Nov. 1011. If not, could you send as a sketch of the location of the game trail, say in relationship to the
entrance to the old trail and the pond?
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Anything you can do will certainly be appreciated. I suspect you’ve been busy this Fall, with the
fire hazard and game season.
October 31, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. [Hand written]
Dear Roy:
Received your card of Oct. 29. The reports on sections 21 & 22 made last Sept. 1950, would be
rather obsolete now, since you have made numerous work trips on these sections since that time.
Of course you would keep that in mind when referring to them. Mr. Reeves has typed an extra
set for me today from my copy, which I am enclosing.
Although I reported last spring that Western Maine had practically no hurricane damage (Nov.
storm—1950), based on my observations on Sugarloaf and Little Bigelow, which was true
generally, we did find spots this summer where it hit in full force. Did you find any storm
damage on your sections of trail?
At present Mr. Clair Sawtelle has both sets of slides. Mr. Reeves has scheduled showings of the
Katahdin slides in November, one of them being the 17th. You would have to write Mr. Sawtelle
(121 High St., Oakland, Maine) for the Maine collection of slides.
I would be very interested in getting a detailed report on the fall work trips of the B.O.C. I found
your article in the Sept. issue of the “Appalachian Trailway News” most interesting.
October, 1951. Article by Faye Mithee, Piscataquis County Fish & Game Association, in
Sportsmen’s Guide for October, 1951.
A year ago, the Piscataquis County Fish and Game Association voted to clean up and repair the
Little Wilson Camp Grounds.
When Spring rolled around, they had a little more ambition and voted to work on the sections of
the Appalachian Trail that was in the same district. This, the boys have done, with the help of
Harry Childs of Rumford, R.I., and his group. It seems that Mr. Childs was being sponsored by his
home association and so we picked up where they left off.
We have had a lot of wind here lately so there are many blowdowns to be removed.
Together, the groups have cleaned and repaired the Little Wilson Camp Site and put up muchneeded markers. At the Stage Coach Camp Site, they built a new fire-place, repaired the camp,
located a new spring and put up a sign.
Our group built a crossing at Savage Mills. Previously, it had been necessary to wade the Little
Wilson at this point. Also the Blue Trail to Little Wilson Falls and Jim White’s Lookout have
been cleared.
The chairman of our group, Manford Knowles, reported recently that he could get over the trail
easily now, with a wheel-barrow.
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November 1, 1951. Eleanor Jacobs to Roy Fairfield. [Hand written]
Dear Prof. Fairfield,
Claire Sawtelle, 121 High St., Oakland, Maine, has the slides and if he is not using them on the
16th or 17th you can get them from him.
November 1, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Louis showed me your card inquiring about the "Trail” slides. Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street,
Oakland Me. has all three sets.
1. The Katahdin set.
2. The set across Maine
3. A set showing lean-tos, trail clearing tools, signs, metal markers etc.
The Katahdin set is best pictorally, but it does have several slides that are not good and could be
dispensed with. The "Maine" set is best as far as a state coverage is concerned. However, this is
far from being complete, and some of these pictures are not as good from a photographic
viewpoint. The third set is of little value except to educate a new group just taking over a section
as it shows painting and clearing technic.
Clair is showing the Katahdin set Nov. 5th, he will then get them to me. I have showings
scheduled for Friday evening Nov. 16th and another showing at an unannounced date to the
Outing Club at Rumford High School. After that we have to send the Katahdin set back to
Washington. If you want the slides for Nov. 16-17th, I am sure that you can get one or the other
sets from Clair. If so, you should contact him at once so as not to conflict with any of his
reservations, I am sure that you can have either one of the other two sets.
Clair and I have discussed the possibility of having a set of slides for the MATC. So that we
would have a set that would remain in Maine and not belong to the Conference. The only
question now is that of finance. I do think that it is something that we should give considerable
thought to, and to look at from a long range viewpoint. I am willing to co-operate in this matter
in any way that the others wish to go along with.
Floyd Flagg has left Buckfield and has gone up to Dallas or Copeland. He is organizing a troop
of Boy Scouts at Stratton. He has asked me to show the slides to his boys some time this winter.
But it is too far to drive up there for no larger crowd to see them. I do think that perhaps he might
want the slides to show them himself, sometime later. He is still interested, and there is a
possibility that his new group will take over some trail on Bigelow to maintain. His Buckfield
group did a pretty good job last summer.
The McFalls Explorers took one trip to Bigelow but they failed to send in a report on it. From
our experience with them in 1950, we are afraid that it was more of an outing and that little work
was accomplished.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

227

Mr. Thebarges’ Explorers have failed dismally. Way late in August we got a report of a terrible
blowdown area on the west side of Baldpate. Louis and I inspected this and found that it was
terrible for a half mile. There was great danger of people getting lost there. We notified Mr.
Thebarge but he never acknowledged the letters. Louis tried to call on him at his house a couple
of times. We started working on Percy Canham.
Finally Louis and I went in there one Sunday in Oct. (21) and cut out all of the logs, so that now
it is completely open. We saw where someone had been in there and tried to do some work, but
since they cut bushes off three and four feet high, they only wasted their time and effort. It is
apparent that some kind of a program will have to be worked out with them if we are to get any
work out of them at all. The Maine Alpine Club also failed by not get a trip of them organized
[sic]. The work on Baldpate that was reported for 1950 was not done like it was reported.
Louis and I have had our customary busy summer. All-in-all the trail in Western Maine is in
better shape now than what it has been at any time since the CCC. camps.
The Franklin County Fish and Game Assn. did a satisfactory job on their section. The only
trouble was, it was only a few who did all the work. Because of the publicity that we got from
them, the Piscataquis Co. Fish and Game Assn. asked for a section to maintain.
When you see the U. Of M. Outing Club officers ask them to send a report of their work trip to
Myron. They fail to answer his letters so that we can not get any report of just what conditions
are on their section.
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Clair Sawtelle
November 3, 1951. George R. Learned, Andover, Maine, to Roy Fairfield. [Hand written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield,
Your letter to me of Oct. 29 was somewhat late in reaching me as I was away at that time. Am
glad to hear your group are planning to clear the trail on “C” Bluff at last. At this late job I would
suggest you follow Sawyer’s old trail as the first part of the trail from the Pond will be your
hardest part. A few years ago I took a small group of Girl Scouts from N.Y. Chapter part way to
the top on account of a storm gave it up and only reached the second lookout. In 1900 I spent a
week on the Bluff and found it a very interesting hill. We was trying at that time to get to a
Eagle’s nest but could not reach it as we had no rope to use. The trail from Frye Brook to C Pond
is in very good condition now and there should be a good trail to the top of the Bluff. 1,300 feet
from the water to the highest point (Lumberman’s Survey). Wish you luck.
November 4, 195I. Myron Avery to Jasper L. Haynes, Proprietor Buck Horn Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Jasper:
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I have thought, since you people did so much for me when I was at Joe Mary Lakes, that I would
write and tell you how 1 am coming on.
The fever and cold took a lot of strength and it has required a considerable time to get over the
effect of all of it. I started going back to work in the middle of September on a part-time basis
and I am increasing activities little by little. However, it is sort of like running a six cylinder
engine on one cylinder.
My older boy has finished his boot training with the Marines at Parris Island. He is very much
sold on the Marines. He is now going to the Philadelphia Navy Yard station. The younger fellow
is at school at Brunswick. Mrs. Avery experienced a relapse this fall and had to go back to the
Sanitarium. At the moment, however, we are all out of the hospital.
I called up the "boss man” at the Geological Survey and told him how the work was going in the
area and that you were working for the Survey.
I saw that the Fish and Game Commissioner was visiting the Katahdin area with Supervisor
Foster.
When things slack up this fall I hope you will write me and tell me of anything that is happening,
particularly whether the lumbering is continuing on Cooper Brook.
Please remember us to the rest of the Haynes family.
November 4, 1951. Myron Avery to Mrs. Faye Mithee, Secretary, Piscataquis County Fish
& Game Association, Route #2, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Mithee:
You were certainly most prompt in sending me, with your letter of October 26, the reply to the
inquiries of my letter of the 20th.
Your letter contained so much information that I have taken the liberty of sending a copy to Miss
Jean Stephenson, Editor of Appalachian Trailway News, and to Mr. Childs. We are awaiting the
report which Mr. Childs promised to send in.
All of the corrections which Mr. Knowles suggests are quite clear to me. My information was
second hand, of course, but I had always thought that the piles of slate in little Wilson Stream
represented where the Stage Road crossed rather than being a part of the Dam.
These pulpwood operations are our unending difficulty. They wrecked the magnificent spruce
forest on the Barren-Chairback Range. The lumbermen either use the Trail to drag out the logs or
else leave it filled with tops. It is tough business trying to talk to these French Canadians and I
rather guess that you people will find some of the slash in the Trail next year.
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Yes, I will not fall into error in the future in writing to you as "Mr.”. The "e" on your name
misled me. However, the frequent references to the Mithee family in the October Sportsmen's
Guide set me straight on the score and I shall not be embarrassed again. From the manner in
which you have dealt with the Trail section, I would say that the statement in the Guide as to the
energetic handling of the matters by the Secretary of the Piscataquis County Fish and Game
Association is very much an understatement.
We shall hope to see the area again next summer and shall, of course make contact with you
before coming in to the region.
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Mr. Henry Childs

November 4, 1951. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa, Box 64. Dryden, Maine.
Dear Louis:
I duly received the three copies of the Trail Reports on Section 23 and the copy of your letter to
Theberge.
I rather thought that you and Lawson could not rest with the Trail blocked off by the down
timber. You must have put in a terrific work trip to have sawed out all those logs by hand on one
trip. I assumed from your letter that you went in from the Grafton Notch side.
It is very discouraging to be unable to obtain replies to letters and reports as to what has occurred
in connection with the Explorer Scout activities. I do not understand why Mr. Theberge did not
answer your earlier letters or appreciate that it would help to say what he has done, even if he has
to write that nothing whatever has been accomplished.
We, down here, have heard nothing from him.
I am glad that you stressed the necessity for cutting the bushes close to the ground and avoiding
leaving high stubs. That is a very frequent source of trouble.
We are working this winter on a revision of the KATAHDIN REPRINT, which has had a
tremendous sale and which Helon is very anxious to keep in stock at all the Ranger Stations at
Katahdin.
There was a bit of snow on the ground here yesterday, which means that snow will soon be
descending on the Maine woods and the Trail activities for the year will be over.
I regret that I have been able to accomplish so little this summer but you and Lawson have
certainly had a maximum of activities.
cc: Miss Stephenson

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

230

November 6, 1951. Clair Sawtelle to Roy Fairfield. [Hand written]
Dear Roy:
Have another showing of the A.T. slides and will then send them to you in plenty of time for
your use the 17th.
November 6, 1951. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand written]
Dear Myron:
Enclosed are trail reports for section #18. Had prepared these earlier, but I have delayed in
sending them in the hope that I might get a more up to date report on the Mt. Abraham trail. We
plan on seeing Mr. Cecil Harris soon, the firewarden on Abraham, to find out what he has done. I
have sent copies of these reports to Mr. Arthur Hatch, and Mr. Courtney Pike, the president of
the Franklin County Fish and Game Association.
Our supply of paper, used for trail reports, is getting low. Could use a new supply for future
reports.
Mr. Floyd Flagg, formerly of Buckfield, has moved to Coplin. His address is now Stratton,
Maine. It remains to be seen what the Buckfield Boy Scout Troop will do next year under a new
leader. Their present plans are to continue with the trail project. Mr. Flagg, who at present is
organizing a new boy scout troop in Stratton, has written that should the Buckfield group
discontinue their trail project, he would try to pick up where they left off, but this is not definite.
What a boy scout troop will do depends a great deal on their leader. Scoutmaster Flagg with the
Buckfield boy scouts was the only Scout Troop that did a really good job of trail clearing this
year.
I do not recall if I have told you, but I have removed the “Dead River Route” sign, as you
requested, at the junction of the A.T. with the former Dead River Route on Bigelow.
To date, I have been unable to find out whether anything has been done this year by Scoutmaster
Edroy Curtis and his Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts on their section on Bigelow. I have just
recently written him again.
When all the work trip reports in Western Maine have come in, I will briefly summarize them in
a letter this winter.
Copy to Mr. Lawson W. Reeves
Circulate:
M.H.A.

Miss Stephan (Please send report paper)
Miss Park
Miss Stephenson
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November 7, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron H. Avery,
Dear Myron:
Am writing in regards to the situation on Baldpate. You will recall that the Maine Alpine Club
originally sponsored this section. Because of the lack of leadership, their membership never
increased after the war, neither have they had an active program. When Louis and I went over
this trail in 1949, we found that it needed work done on it and reported the same. At the spring
meeting they reported that two young men had been in there and had cleared it all out and that
now it was in Class "A”. That year Stanley Atwood had contacted the Mechanic Falls Explorer
Scouts and planned to have the section assigned to them. They reported that they had made two
work trips in there in 1950.
At our spring meeting this year Mr. Ovide Theberge of Lewiston, who is chairman of the Maine
Alpine Club trail committee, pledged 100 Lewiston-Auburn Explorer Scouts would work on the
trail.
After Louis and I got the report of the hurricane damage last Aug. we just could not believe that
the report could be true under the circumstances. However, when we went over this in Sept, of
this year, we found the half mile section so much worse than what it had been reported. We
immediately notified Mr. Percy Canham and Mr. Theberge as well as yourself. Louis called on
Mr. Canham and tried a couple of times to call on Mr. Theberge at their homes. We waited until
there was no possibility of their getting the logs cut out and the trail opened and then Louis and I
went in there on Oct. 21 and worked a 12 hour day, completely cutting out all the logs, putting
up metal markers and repainting from the brook at about 5 1/2 mile to the highway and down the
highway to the start up Old Speck.
This trail was not cleared in 1949 and 1950 the way it was reported. No one from the MAC, nor
the Explorer Scouts had even been in on the West side of the mountain this year. Prior to our
clearing it in Oct., someone had been in there but what little they did do did not amount to
anything. Their time was practically wasted.
This trail is only 7.2 miles long, with a highway and shelters on each end. From our experience
in other sections this section would call for about five (5) man-days work each year (providing
the party actually worked and did not just fool their time away).
Something must be done here in 1952. Somebody must cut out the small hardwood bushes, the
balance of the logs from the Andover-B Hill road to the brook and renew metal markers and
repaint here. It almost seems as tho in order to get any work from either the Alpine Club or the
Explorers, someone experienced in trail clearing will have to accompany them and teach them.
So far they have not shown they have competent leaders in their own organization. It has been
suggested that a training secession [sic] during the winter might help some. Unless we can get
some results from Mr. Theberge, it hardly seems worth our while to waste our time with him or
to even give his pledges serious thought.
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Mr. Roy Cushman, R.D. #2, Phillips, Me., the firewarden on Old Speck, has asked for this
section for next year. Louis and I think that we can use him to better advantage somewhere up in
this part of the country. He is a type that will do more if someone is working with him than if left
to work alone. He does not own an auto at present, neither does he have any idea as to what he
might be working at next year. Louis and I could pick him up and take him with us on our trips
next summer but it is doubtful as to how much he would do alone on Baldpate.
Louis and I have discussed this and I have reported it to Roy Fairfield and to Clair Sawtelle. We
thought that we had better state all of the facts to you and get your suggestions before we tried to
do anything to a salvage this cause. Both Louis and myself, and I know Roy Fairfield too, will do
anything that we can to co-operate with anybody or any group that will benefit the Trail. If there
is an abundance of labor available some effort should be made to get the use of it.
Naturally, we did not take Mr. Theberge's Explorers very serious. It was a case of wait and see.
Neither have we been able to get any contact or report from Edroy Curtis and his explorers from
Mechanic Falls this summer. They did take one trip to Mt. Bigelow but we question how much
work they got accomplished.
P.S. I just talked with Louis and he told me he had mentioned this matter to you and that he had
just received your letter. My letter goes into detail so that you will have a clearer picture.
L.R.
cc: Louis Chorzempa
November 9, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Howard Holmes, Buckfield, Maine.
Dear Mr. Holmes:
Yesterday I met Floyd Flagg and we discussed the Buckfield Boy Scout Troop and their
maintenance of their section of the Appalachian Trail on the East side of Bigelow Mountain. The
boys did a good job there last summer and should be complimented. It is to be hoped that they
will continue to maintain this section next year. Floyd spoke very highly of them. He told me to
write to you as you was interested in this project and would like to see it continued.
While it is early to be thinking of plans for next year, nevertheless we want to get these things
lined up so that we know just what to expect. There will not be any meeting of the officers this
fall. Our annual meeting is held in the early spring, usually in April. For the past two years there
has been an informal fall meeting but this was because Mr. Avery and Miss Stephenson had
business in Maine at that time and it gave us a chance to get together. Should you have any
problems to discuss, you can write to Mr. Avery in Washington or to any of the directors here in
Maine.
All-in-all, the trail in Western Maine is in satisfactory condition. With the exception of Floyd
Flagg, the other Boy Scouts and Explorers did not come through as they had planned. This is one
of the problems that we will have to work on this winter.
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If Louis Chorzempa or myself can be of any assistance to you in any way we will be only to glad
to do what we can.
I will he anxious to hear from you.
cc:

Myron Avery
Floyd Flagg
Louis Chorzempa

{J. S. Send some literature? Done. J.S.}
November 11, 1951. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have your letter of November 7.
I appreciate your writing me in so much detail about the complete collapse of the Maine Alpine
Club as far as is concerned their maintenance of the Baldpate section of The Appalachian Trail.
One of the most unsatisfactory aspects of situations where groups fail to carry out their
commitment is the inability to receive any word to the effect that they are experiencing
difficulty. In this case the matter was made more difficult by the fact that Louis could not get any
reply from Mr. Theberge upon whom the entire maintenance problem descended. I suppose it is
the thought that groups will still be able to accomplish something which keeps them from
sending in the word and they delay until matters have become far worse than they would have
been had prompt notice been given.
I still am at a loss to see how you and Louis succeeded in reopening that section with only twelve
hours of work. I recently wrote Louis in connection with the general situation as to Boy Scouts
and Explorer groups. He will, no doubt, pass on to you what I have said.
On the basis of this year’s experience, the Baldpate section is certainly our major problem for
1952. Obviously, we shall have to take advantage of any opportunity which presents itself in the
way of reassignment. I doubt if the Maine Alpine Club people would protest or have any hurt
feelings; however, the burden thrown on you and Louis this year will be sufficient justification
for going ahead.
It is obvious to me that a man who does not have a car or transportation, such as Roy Cushman,
can do little work out of Phillips. However, I would say that if he shows any disposition to work
in the area that the offer of his services should be accepted while we are trying to set it up on a
better basis. In view of what you have written about discussing the matter with Roy Fairfield, I
am sending him a copy of this letter. I do not know what Roy meant by saying that, as usual, he
would do anything to cooperate. Perhaps he had in mind a special emergency trip next year. I
would certainly think that the Bates Outing Club has on its present section all the troubles that it
would wish to care for.
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As I see the situation, everyone will heartily applaud anything that can be done to salvage the
situation and insure work on Baldpate in 1952. I am, however, definitely stumped as to specific
proposals.
Ccc: Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Mr. Roy Fairfield, Miss Jean Stephenson
November 11, 1951. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
Your letter of November 6 was most welcome.
I appreciate your writing me as to what has occurred around Mt. Sugarloaf.
We have found throughout the Trail that Boy Scout activity is very uncertain and fluctuating. We
had thought that perhaps the Explorer program might bring in older boys and better results. Then
again, we thought that perhaps the local contacts in Maine might be more productive than in
other areas of the country. You are, however, entirely right in saying that the activity is measured
by the zeal and interest of the Scout Master.
Assistant Secretary Stephan, who is also a M.A.T.C. member, has said that she will care for your
request for a supply of the special Trail Report paper.
I am surprised at the extent of the activity on the Abraham Side Trail.
I had a long letter from Mr. Griscom a short time ago. He said that his vacation had been
completely disrupted by Mrs. Griscom's accident (a bad burn) and his trips to the hospital. He
had really spent very little time at his summer place. To make matters worse, his employee, who
originally did the trail work for Griscom, died this summer of cancer. I inferred at the time of his
writing that little had been accomplished on the Trail but that Griscom was endeavoring to work
out some substitute method of caring for the area. It may be that Griscom will get little done until
1952.
I am also surprised at your comment about the moisture in the registration cylinder on Sugarloaf.
As I recall, that was a standard type of Sierra Club cylinder used in the High Sierras where the
elevations are over 10,000 feet. It might be that the peculiar conditions on Sugarloaf result in a
great deal of condensation. When these cylinders were designed they were used on mountains
infrequently climbed so only a small amount of space was provided for the note book. They are
really too small for use on a well-traveled trail. If there is anything peculiar about this one
cylinder I will be glad to have you tell me of it.
I doubt if I shall be in Maine this fall.
November 12, 1951. Clair Sawtelle to Roy Fairfield.
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Dear Roy:
I sent the AT slides to you by Express Saturday, and you should have them in ample time for
your showing. I have a tentative date for the 28th, but it can easily be changed, and if you want to
keep the slides longer, please do so, sending me a note to let me know your plans.
The Katahdin slides were delivered to Lawson Saturday, he is showing them and then sending
them on to Washington, so I guess that we will have lost them from Maine for an indefinite
period. I still think that we should have a set of each for our own use here in Maine. The
Katahdin slides are fine; about twenty or so of the best of them should be added to the AT set,
some of the AT poor ones deleted, and a few more from the western section of the trail added to
make the set complete. Hope your work trip this week-end is successful; certainly the weather is
all in your favor.
November 20, 1951. Rae D. Graves, Informational Representative, State Highway
Commission, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are enclosing a route map and are asking you to make corrections on the Appalachian Trail
as I seem to have in mind that you wrote us that we had some errors.
We are preparing to start on the 1952 route map and would appreciate any help you might give
us.
November 20, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Elmer A. Shaw, Pres. Maine Alpine Club,
113 Field Ave., Lewiston, Me.
Dear Mr. Shaw:
I am taking the liberty of writing you in regards to the situation of the Appalachian Trail over
Baldpate. The M.A.C. has maintained this section now for many years. At the spring meeting of
the MATC at Bates College, Mr. Theberge of the M.A.C stated that he had 100 Explorer scouts
and that he would take care of this section as he was Overseer of Trails for the M.A.C. Naturally,
we expected that we could depend on this.
In the middle of Aug. we got two reliable reports of a very bad blowdown area on the west side
of Baldpate. We wrote to Mr. Canham and to Mr. Theberge asking them to investigate and take
care of the matter. We did not get any reply. The first week in Sept. Louis Chorzempa and I had
an opportunity to hike over this section and we found that it was even much worse than had been
reported. For one half mile the blowdowns were so bad that there was great danger of anyone
getting lost. Again we wrote to Mr. Canham and to Mr. Thebarge and did not get any answer.
Louis called on Mr. Thebarge twice at his home but could not find him home. We waited as long
as we could giving your group a chance to get the work done and notify us and then not hearing
anything Louis and I went in there the third Sunday in Oct. and completely cleared all of the logs
from the area, painted the trail in both directions from the brook at about the 5 ½ miles to the
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trail up Old Speck and put up metal markers. We did not clear any bushes. We could see where
someone had been in there and had tried to do some clearing but what they did was not very
effective. We sent a copy of this work trip together with copies of the trail reports to Mr.
Canham, Mr. Thebarge and to Mr. Avery.
We are very much concerned about this section next year. The spring meeting of the MATC is
only about five months away. Before that time we want to have things lined up for the coming
summer. It makes it very, very difficult when the Overseer of Trails from your organization will
not answer our letters nor show any interest after he has promised to.
If it is a case of the Explorer scouts not knowing how to work or what is expected of them, it
would seem that there should be enough from the M.A.C who could go with them on one of their
work trips and show them. Mr. Thebarge said that he was going to have training courses for the
Explorers during the winter so that they would be ready in the spring.
We would like to know what we can count on from the M.A.C. and the Explorers for next year.
There is need of work being done there as shown from the trail reports of Mr. Chorzempa.
cc:
Louis Chorzempa
Myron Avery
November 25, 1951. Elmer Shaw, Maine Alpine Club, to Lawson Reeves. [Hand written]
Dear Sir,
I have rec’d. your letter of the 20th. In reply all I can say is that I am surprised and sorry to hear
about the failure of the first attempt in Maine at least, to use the Boy Scouts as a group in the
A.T. trail maintenance program. The M.A. Club, tho still retaining its form, is now a practically
defunct organization as far as organized trips are concerned, as well as trail maintenance as a
group, for various reasons, which we mutually understand. We took a vote at the last meeting,
and voted not to actually disband. We thought we had turned over the trail maintenance to a
group equipped and willing to carry it on.
I intend this winter to formally resign as President, as I see no point in holding that kind of
position and being indirectly held responsible for conditions as you describe. I should say that
your next logical move would be to take it up at the next MATC meeting, and move to have the
Baldpate section taken out of our hands officially. I doubt if you will meet opposition on our
part, unless Mr. Theberge can convince the Directors that the Scouts can and will do the job.
I am sure I want no responsibility for such a task for personal reasons. Altho I would not yet say
I was all done with trail work as a part of a larger group at some late date.
November 26, 1951. Clair Sawtelle to Roy Fairfield. [Hand written]
Dear Roy:
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Received the slides OK, and shall show them Wednesday evening. Hope you had a successful
showing. I don’t mean to monopolize the use of them, but it may be I can reach a larger number
of people in an area nearer that part of the Trail which is most in need of workers—and perhaps
also I can take the time for more showings. I am willing to spend more time than perhaps is
feasible for others, in that by showing the slides I also meet people—and being in the investment
business I want to meet people—so I may accomplish two purposes.
December 1, 1951. Myron Avery to Faye Withee, Secretary, Piscataquis County Fish &
Game Association, Route #2, Guilford, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Wlthee:
Since my last letter, we have received a very complete report from Mr. Childs.
Probably your trail people, from their contact with Mr. Childs, are aware of the matters which he
covers in his report. However, with a view of making sure that all the information with respect to
the area is available I had thought that I would forward the report so that you could exhibit it to
your people doing the trail work, etc.
I enclose a stamped, addressed envelope for use in returning the report after it has been
circularized.
With the work of your organization and that of Mr. Childs’ group, this section should be in very
fine shape.
The Maine Sportsmen’s Guide continues to keep me correctly informed of the activities of the
Withees. I learned that you got your annual quota of venison at a very early date!
Enclosure: Mr. Childs’ Trail Report
cc:

Mr. Henry Childs
Miss Jean Stephenson

December 3, 1951. Myron Avery to Rae D. Graves, Informational Representative, State
Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Graves:
I am sorry to have been delayed in replying to your letter of November 20, 1951.
I think you have in mind my letter of August 3 in which I noted, for what assistance it would
serve, three very trivial corrections to be made on the 1951 issue. You acknowledged receipt of
my letter on August 7. I have thought it would be of convenience to forward a copy of my letter
of August 3, which is herewith enclosed.
I have also indicated on the 1951 Highway Map these corrections. I enclose that map.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

238

You are, of course, aware of the extension of the Grand Lake Fire-road, which affords a through
route from Greenville to Patten.
My letter of August 3 commented on the situation as to the extensive mileage of graveled roads
passable by automobile, which did not appear on the official highway map. I am a resident of the
state and fully aware of the land-owners' objections to publicizing the existence of many of these
roads, which are barred by chain to automobile travelers.
The matter was, as you know, the subject of several articles in the Sportsmen's Guide
(publication of Maine sportsmen's clubs). There are, however, roads which are open to the public
and freely passable. I have in mind the road to Big Lake, near Princeton, from the Machias River
in my home county of Washington. I suppose it would be quite a task to show all these roads and
it would require the cooperation of the lumber companies to indicate the existence of all the
roads. Presumably (if there were not the ban of the landowners' disapproval), the four Forest
Supervisors could indicate the location of these roads.
In any event, it would be a matter of interest—even if one were unable to publicize the route of
the roads-—to have a master copy of a map of Maine which would indicate the extent to which
the former large wilderness areas are now chopped up into small segments. I think the result of
plotting the extensive mileage of these roads would be amazing to all of us.
What I have said with respect to the roads is merely further comment. Inspired by what I wrote
on August 3, It does not call for any reply or explanation .
I think we have already sent you a copy of our 1951 Katahdin Region Map. In the event that we
may not have, a copy is enclosed. It is based (except in the northwest corner) on the U.S.G.S.
Quadrangle now in the course of publication.
We have appreciated the opportunity to have the trail and the campsite locations correctly appear
on the highway map. I look forward to seeing the 1952 issue.
Enclosures – 3
1. 1951 Highway Map
2. Katahdin Region Map No. 3
3. Copy of letter of August 3
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
December 4, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, 4718 Bethesda Ave., Bethesda
14, Maryland.
Dear Mrs. Jacobs:
I am expressing prepaid and Insured, the Katahdin set of slides and the general trail set. Roy
Fairfield used the Maine set a couple of weeks ago and then he was to return them to Clair
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Sawtelle at Oakland, Me. There has been one or two requests for these when Clair is done with
them. We are going to make an effort to build up a set of our own to be kept here in Maine for
the MATC use.
The following Is the list of showings that I have made:
June
Nov,
Nov.
Dec.

13
13
16
3

Franklin County Fish and Game Assn.
Parents-Teachers Assn.
Grange
Stephens High School Outing Club

25 people
50 “
50 “
45 “

Allens Mills
East Wilton
East Dixfield
Rumford

I think that I reported the June 13 date to you last summer.
cc:

Myron Avery
Jean Stephenson
Clair Sawtelle
Louis Chorempa

December 4, 1951. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
You will recall that on Nov. 20, I sent you a copy of the letter that I had written to Mr. Elmer
Shaw, Pres. of the Maine Alpine Club. I am enclosing his reply. You can see that there is no
chance to get any assistance from them. It doesn't look as tho any of them could, or would, go
out with Mr. Thebarge and the Explorer Scouts so as to teach and encourage them. It looks as tho
we will have to write them off as a maintaining group.
When at Rumford last night, I could not see where we can count on any help from them. The
Pres. of the Outing Club inquired about working on the Trail next summer for hire. I told him to
be at the Spring meeting and talk with you. Since any paid work would have to be in the Eastern
part of the state, and since he is only about 18 years of age, I could not see where it would be too
practical.
Louis and I have mailed the Grafton pamphlet to the Shores, as you requested.
Saw Roy.Cushman and Floyd Flagg recently, and we can count on both of them helping on the
Trail next summer. Details will have to be worked out next spring.
Have had a beautiful fall. About 8 inches of snow a week ago but most of it has gone by now.
Will send Miss Stephenson some clippings in a few days. Saw Jack Clark a couple of weeks ago.
It is the same story, he says he is interested but doesn’t know how much time he will have next
year.
cc:

Louis Chorzempa
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Clair Sawtelle
Jean Stephenson
December 15, 1951. Clair Sawtelle to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Have your note re the AT slides. If you don’t get the Katahdin slides back, please let me know in
plenty of time to send the other set to you. We should have retained the Katahdin set here in
Maine anyway. If you do want the AT set, do you see any need of sending them via express with
a high value on them? Why can’t we send them by insured parcel, for fifty cents or so, instead of
two dollars from here to Lewiston by Express? It costs money to get them from one place to
another, if we do it by express and put the five hundred dollar valuation on them. Another reason
for getting a collection for our use here in Maine, there is only one set, and some of those slides
are beginning to show defects, breaks in the emulsion, etc. Let me know your wishes.
My best to you for the holiday season.
December 17, 1951. Eleanor Jacobs to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Professor Fairfield:
I will send you the Katahdin slide collection by Railway Express, insured for $500 to reach you
by 10 January 1952.
On or before 14 January please send them to Mr. Wilford York, c/o Hoffman & York, Inc.,
Century Building, Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin. He has traveled in Maine and even taken some
Kodachromes there and is interested in seeing the Katahdin collection. He has shown the Master
AT collection covering the whole Trail several times.
{Wrote Mr. Leavitt Dec. 26, 1951. Shipped 1/14/52}
{Doris Hardy, Jim Welch gave talk 1/10 at Chickadee Inn, W. Auburn.}
December 24, 1951.
Excerpts From
SUMMER VACATIONS AT MOOSEHEAD LAKE AND VICINITY
By
Lucius L. Hubbard
(1879)
(This is the first of five editions of the well-known Hubbard Guides to the Maine Wilderness.)
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JO MARY LAKES
There are three lakes in this chain, — West, South, and Big Jo Mary. The first, or West Joe
Mary, lies southwest of the others, and is over half a mile from South Jo Mary. Canoes have to
be carried across from one to the other. Between South and Big Jo Mary there is a thoroughfare
of forty rods or more in length. At times the water in it is substantially "dead,” — at others,
quick.
From Big Jo Mary to Pamedomcook Lake is a mile and a half or more, by the stream, which is
partly navigable by canoes. A good road runs from one lake to the other near the stream.
NAHMAKANTA LAKE
is most easily reached from Pamedomcook Lake. The stream which connects the two is about
seven or eight miles long, and for two or three miles is navigable. Canoes and luggage will have
to be carried about four miles over the old carry road, on the north side of the stream. The lake is
a very attractive sheet of water some four miles long, and into its northern end flow two streams.
The more easterly comes from
RAINBOW LAKE
and is four miles long. Its water is "dead” for about a mile and a half from the mouth, up to a
dam. Above this point the stream is shallow, but the monotony is broken by several small ponds,
which lessen one's labor considerably. A good road runs up the east side of the brook, and it may
be advisable, if the water is low, to carry from the head of dead water to the lake. Rainbow Lake
is considered one of the prettiest in the neighborhood, both from its own inherent charms, and
from the fine views of surrounding mountains to be had from its shores, and from a ridge just
north of it. If one follows up for two miles the other brook which empties into Nahmakanta lake,
one comes into Female Pond, whence it is easy to reach, by canoe, Pollywog and Muskrat Ponds,
and to ascend for some distance the stream which comes from Penobscot and Wadleigh Ponds.
Copy sent to: (This notation does not appear on the copies sent out.)
F. H. Schoppe
Jasper L. Haynes
Mr. Richards

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
GENERAL FUND
January 1, 1951 – December 31, 1951

Bank Balance, January 1, 1951
Publication Sales:
Maine Guidebooks
Katahdin Reprints

RECEIPTS

$260.69
$330.00
396.05
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Maps
Maine’s Second Mountain
Map Cases
Contributions
Membership Dues
Transferred from Walter D. Greene Fund
Sales of Miscellaneous Publications

97.39
.45

823.89
10.20
71.05
27.00
47.37
24.25
1,264.45

EXPENDITURES
Katahdin Reprint Cost
Map Expense
Paint
Publicity
Service Charge at Bank
Miscellaneous Expense

$774.60
269.00
17.06
46.22
6.00
99.41

Balance on Hand, December 31, 1951

1,212.29
$ 52.16

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND
January 1, 1951 – December 31, 1951
Balance on hand, January 1, 1951
By Contributions
Interest

RECEIPTS

$4.05
160.81
33.35

$198.24

EXPENDITURES
Transfer to General Fund of Maine
Appalachian Trail Club

47.37

Balance on Hand, December 31, 1951

47.37
$151.84

The above statement does not include a Series G U.S. Savings Bond for $500.00.
[1951 Trail Reports for Appalachian Trailway News]
REPORTS ON TRAIL CONDITIONS
MAINE
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(Maine Appalachian Trail Club)
Sec. 1 and part of 3. Katahdin to Penobscot West Branch (10.62 m.) (Sidney N.
Tappan)
LAST MAINTENANCE— Summer of 1950. Excellent condition.
1951 PROSPECTS— Annual maintenance will be done.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL— Yes.
COMMENT— See p.7, January 1951 APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS for warning
against carrying heavy packs.
Sees. 2 to 6. Penobscot West Branch to Yoke Ponds (46.39 m.) (Unassigned)
LAST M AINTENANCE--Cleared completely in 1950. Condition good.
1951 PROSPECTS— Will be painted from Rainbow Lake Dam to Penobscot West Branch.
Effort being made to arrange for removal of down logs.
RECOMMENDED FOB TRAVEL— Yes.
COMMENT-- The new Ripogenus Road (see p. 15) will follow The Appalachian Trail for a
short distance and the Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail for 2 m. along the river bank. This will
furnish another point of access to the Trail. Rainbow Lake lean-to is now located at the Big
Spring, 2 m. north of Dam.
Secs. 7 and 8. Yoke Ponds to Long Pond (25.34 m.) (Unassigned)
LAST MAINTENANCE— 1949. Some clearing in 1950.
NEEDED WORK— Removal of down logs and elimination of any lumbering interference on
White Cap.
1951 PROSPECTS— Work trip scheduled to keep route open through area being lumbered
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL— Yes.
COMMENT— H. & W, lumbering operations will eventually cross Trail on the north slope of
White Cap. This may cause some difficulty until corrected. The Trail has been relocated on the
south slope of White Cap to follow the watchman’s trail to the firetower.
Sec. 9. Long Pond to Bodfish Farm (16.96 a.) (Hi-Y Club of Old Town)
LAST MAINTENANCE— Trail re-routed in 1950 to follow tote-roads on north slope of BarrenChairback Range (see p. 36, September 1950 issue). At that time, blazed and necessary clearing
at connections done.
1951 PROSPECTS— Work trip scheduled for June. Will be completely cleared and necessary
marking done.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL— Yes.
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COMMENT— Firetower has been erected on Barren Mtn. In future years, when lumbering is
completed and dead birch have fallen, effort will be made to re-open former route along the
ridge.
Secs. 10 and 11. Bodfish Farm to Blanchard (30.52 m.) (Narragansett Chapter, Appalachian
Mountain Club)
LAST MAINTENANCE— Intensively cleared 1949 and I950.
1951 PROSPECTS— Work trip scheduled in late July.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL— Yes.
Sec. 12. Blanchard, to Moxie Pond (16,9 m.) (Maine Outing Club)
LAST MAINTENANCE— 1950. West as far as Marble Brook cleared by M.0.C. in spring.
West slope of Moxie Bald cleared at M.A.T.C. meeting in August. From Moxie Bald Campsite
to end of section painted in August. Board signs renewed. Condition good.
NEEDED WORK— Clearing from Marble Brook to Moxie Bald Firetower.
1951 PROSPECTS— Work trip scheduled.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL— Yes.
COMMENT— Bear Brook Landing Campsite established by Maine Forest Service August 1950.
Sec. 13. Moxie Pond to Kennebec River (11.27 m.) (Unassigned)
LAST MAINTENANCE— Complete reclearing 1948; light clearing 1949. Painted 1950.
NEEDED WORK— Reclearing. Sprouts may obscure Trail on east side of Pleasant Pond Mtn.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL— Yes.
COMMENT— Pleasant Pond Mountain Campsite established by Maine Forest Service August
1950.
Sec. 14 .and 15. Kennebec River to East Carry Pond (12.57 m.) (Unassigned)
LAST MAINTENANCE— Complete clearing in 1948; light clearing 1949; no work in 1950.
NEEDED WORK— Mowing, particularly between Pierce Pond and East Carry Pond LeanRCOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL.- Yes.
Sec. 16. East Carry Pond to Long Falls Dam Road (9.16 m.) (Clair Sawtelle)
LAST MAINTENANCE--1950. Condition: Good.
NEEDED WORK— Windstorm of last November probably brought some trees down. Blazes
need to he renewed,
1951 PROSPECTS-- Section will be put in excellent condition.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL— Yes.
COMMENT—“Was over there yesterday (April 22) hut snow is still deep in the woods and we
could accomplish nothing. Bigelow, Sugarloaf and Abraham all snow-covered and beautiful.”
Topography of this area greatly altered by the new Lake Flagstaff.
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Sec. 17 (in part). Long Falls Dam road to Mt. Bigelow Firetower (10.07 m.) (Floyd
Flagg and Buckfield Boy Scouts)
LAST MAINTENANCE— Relocation east base of Mt. Bigelow necessitated by Lake Flagstaff
flowage on Dead River, 4.87 m. completed in late Fall 1950; remainder cleared 1949. Condition
fair to good.
NEEDED WORK-- Reclear and improve entire section,
1951 PROSPECTS— Excellent for accomplishing needed work. Most of board signs will be
replaced early in 1951,
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL— Yes.
COMMENT— Relocation around Dead River flowage completed in 1950. This section now
extends to the Long Falls Dam Road, 2.25 m. east on Trail from former Maine Highway 16.
Sec. 17 (in part). Mt. Bigelow Firetower to Bigelow Village 10.16 m.) (Mechanic Falls Explorer
Scouts under Edroy Curtis)
LAST MAINTENANCE— I950. Condition good to excellent. Repainted 1949; markers renewed
1950. Side trail to North Horn and side trails to lean-tos blue-blazed 1950.
NEEDED WORK— Bigelow Col lean-to needs to be re-built,
1951 PROSPECTS— Will receive regular maintenance work, Most of board signs will be
replaced.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL— Yes.
COMMENT— A minor relocation near Stratton Brook Flowage made October 1950.
Sec. 18. Bigelow Village to Orbeton Stream (12.75 m.) (Wilton Outing Club to Sugarloaf;
Franklin County Fish & Game Assoc, , Sugarloaf to Orbeton Stream)
LAST MAINTENANCE—1950. Condition good to excellent except "between 11 m. and 12 m.
Last marking was in 1948 and 1949. New signs installed 1949.
1951 PROSPECTS—Will receive standard maintenance.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL—Yes.
COMMENT—The access road to Sugarloaf Ski Trail follows the same road as the A.T. for the
first 100 yds. from Maine Highway 27. The Ski Trail is on east side of mountain.
Sec. 19 (in part). Orbeton Stream to Saddleback Mtn. (7 m.) (Bronson Griscom)
LAST MAINTENANCE—1950. Condition excellent. Repainted 1949, Some new signs put up
1950,
NEEDED WORK-- Repair of bridge crossing at Orbeton Stream. Some lean-to repairs.
1951 PROSPECTS—To receive standard maintenance; all needed, work to be accomplished in
1951. Remainder of signs to be installed.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL—Yes.
COMMENT: Use care in crossing Orbeton Stream. May present difficulty in the spring. Expect
bridge to be re-built.
Sec. 19 to 22. Saddleback Mtn. to Andover-B Hill Road (41.05 m.) (Bates Outing Club)
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LAST MAINTENANCE—1950. Condition of Secs. 19, 20, 21: Good to excellent; Sec 22: Fair
to good. Repainted 1950. New board signs installed as required.
NEEDED WORK—Reclear and blue blaze C Pond Bluff side trail.
1951 PROSPECTS—To be maintained as usual. Major relocation on Sec. 22 under
consideration.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL—Yes.
COMMENT--Offset on Maine Highway 5 eliminated, Minor relocation from Maine Highway 5
to crossing of Black Brook completed October 1950. Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to re-roofed
March-April 1951. Extensive lumbering is in progress from Eddy Pond to timberline on
Saddleback Mtn,; possible interference with Trail.
Sec. 23. Andover-B Hill Road to Grafton Notch (7.64 m.) (Maine Alpine Club)
LAST MAINTENANCE—1950. Very good condition. Marking renewed 1949.
NEEDED WORK— Repair of bridge across brook near old dam in Frye Brook.
1951 PROSPECTS— To receive standard maintenance and all needed work to be accomplished.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL—Yes.
COMMENT--Slight relocation to be made between Grafton Notch Lean-to and Maine Highway
26 to eliminate muddy road.
Sec. 24 (in part) Grafton Notch to Old Speck Firetower (1.65 m.) (Maine Forest Service trail;
marking unassigned)
LAST MAINTAINED--1950. Trail in excellent condition. Repainted and A.T. markers renewed
1950 by Harry Brook. East Spur Trail recleared and blue-blazed 1950 by Firewarden Roy
Cushman. New signs installed 1950.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL—Yes.
Sec. 24 (in part). Old Speck Firetower to Maine-New Hampshire line (11.08 m.) (Appalachian
Mountain Club)
LAST MAINTAINED— August 1950, by trail crew. “Several A,T, markers were replaced
but most of them were in good shape. All signs were in place. Replacements each year but life of
signs is about four years.”
1951 PROSPECTS— Will be patrolled this year.
RECOMMENDED FOR TRAVEL—Yes..
COMMENT--"Although no reports have come in, we may find some down trees as a result of
the November 25th storm,"
APPALACHIAN TRAIL MASTER SLIDE LECTURE
“Furthermost and topmost, I saw KatahdIn twenty miles away, a giant undwarfed by any rival.
The remainder landscape was only minor and judiciously accessory. The hills were low before it,
the lake lowly, and upright above lake and hill lifted the mountain pyramid. Isolate greatness
tells. There were no underling mounts about this mountain-in-chief. And now on its shoulders
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and crest sunset shone, glowing. Warm violet followed the glow. soothing away the harshness of
granite lines. Luminous violet dwelt upon the peek, while below the clinging forests were purple
in sheltered gorges, where they could climb nearer the summit, loved of light, and lower down
gloomed green and sombre in the shadow.
"Meanwhile, as I looked, the quivering violet rose higher and higher, and at last floated away
like a disengaged flame. A smoldering blue dwelt upon the peak. Ashy-gray overcame the blue.
As dusk thickened and stars trembled into sight, the gray grew luminous. Katahdin's mighty
presence seemed to absorb such dreamy glimmers as float in limpid night airs; a faint glory, a
twilight of its own, clothed it. King of the daylit-world, it became queen of the dimmer realms of
night, and like a woman-queen, it did not disdain to stoop and study its loveliness in the polished
lake, and stooping thus, it overhung the earth, a shadowy creature of gleam and gloom, an
eternized cloud." From Life In The Open Air by Theodore Winthrop.
1. Katahdin; the view from the south. Here is the rampart wall as seen from the flatlands
of the Penobscot West Branch. From here the mountain gives the impression of a sheer wall or
barrier rising from a forested plain.
2. KATAHDIN. Katahdin is perhaps the outstanding mountain of the eastern Atlantic
States. Certainly so far as literature goes, it has no peer. The Appalachian Trail Conference’s
bibliography of what has been written about Katahdin comprises some 80 pages - more than
what has been written about any other single peak in the United States. This fact is ample tribute
to the pre-eminence of Katahdin.
3. A view of Katahdin from Turner Mountain across the valley.
4. We commence now to cross over the curving Knife-Edge. The narrow rocks with the
jagged boulders make this a spectacular traverse, particularly in high winds.
5. THE KNIFE EDGE. The sheer walls of the Great Basin which make Katahdin a
transplanted part of the High Sierra. Seen from the south or from the Trail route onto the
mountain, one would never suspect the existence of these 2,000-foot walls.
6. Katahdin range; in winter,
7. This is one of the delightful spots of the area - the twin South Branch Ponds lying
between The Traveler to the left and South Branch Mountains to the right. In the far distance is
Katahdin.
8. ZERO MILESTONE ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL CYLINDER - SUMMIT OF
KATAHDIN. This is the northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail. The signs here mark the
initial milestone. Shown registering in the Trail Conference's cylinder on the summit is Eliot
Elisofen, photographer from LIFE MAGAZINE, who in 1940 photographed the highlights of
The Appalachian Trail route - article appeared in October 1941 issue. Holding the cylinder is
Earl W. York, Jr., of Twin Pine Camps where the 1939 Appalachian Trail Conference was held.
This is the beginning of our journey. We are now en route.
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9. THE TABLELAND AT KATAHD1N (from Gateway on Hunt Trail). When the
mountain is viewed from a distance, one would never suspect the real nature of the top of
Katahdin. It is an enormous flat known as The Tableland, approximately 7 miles long and, in
places, a mile in width. This top is broken rock covered with the dense dwarfed growth known as
"scrub." This view shows the route of The Appalachian Trail descending Katahdin.
It was about in the middle of this picture that Donn Fendler, who was lost in 1939 for nine days
in the Maine woods, left a marked route on the mountain and turned back to the north. Young
Fendler's arrival at Lunksoos Camp, the one place on the Penobscot East Branch where he could
be rescued, makes the boy's wanderings in the Maine woods a modern miracle.
Here on Mt. Katahdin are found a number of plant species which are especially characteristic of
Labrador, Greenland and other far northern areas. Mt. Katahdin extends its peak above timber
line. The severe winter conditions kill plants which protrude above the snow, hence the woody
vegetation is low and stunted although it may be very old.
10. This view shows the route of The Appalachian Trail up the spur in the central portion
of the picture. To the left is the region between Katahdin and the Owl.
11. We go forward two or three miles on The Appalachian Trail toward Katahdin and
skirt Daicey Pond. Here mirrored is 0-J-I with one of the cones of The Brothers where the
Katahdin Range turns sharply north projecting beyond.
12. Doubletop in Autumn. This Is taken from the narrow dirt road which passes by
Katahdin Stream Campsite on its way from Millinocket to Greenville.
13. Doubletop in winter. From many points of view, Doubletop is a perfectly shaped
mountain, a miniature cone or Fujiyama.
14. ARCTIC FLORA. The flora of Katahdin is arctic. It was left behind by the retreating
glacier. Plants found on Katahdin have their present habitat far to the north. This is shown by the
next two slides. The first is alpine azealea. Its scientific name, diapensia laponica [sic], indicates
its habitat of Lapland.
15. ARCTIC FLORA. Mountain sandwort or starwort (Arenaria groenlandica) is also
found on the northern mountains. This picture was taken on Cadillac Mountain, Maine. The
species is found on high, exposed summits as far south as North Carolina.
16. Big Niagara Falls on Nesowadnehunk Stream.
17. From the cable bridge, downstream. This is the famous Nesowadnehunk Falls which
have been successfully run by only two Indians. In the background is one of the classic views of
Katahdin, 12 miles distant.
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18. The Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge, built by the CCC in order to afford a sure
crossing of the deep black Penobscot West Branch.
19. MAP OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. Before starting our journey along The
Appalachian Trail and viewing its highlights, it is well to know the route which we are to travel.
This map outlines The Appalachian Trail route.
From Katahdin in Maine, the Trail leads for 266 miles through an utter wilderness, past lake and
stream, over a disconnected series of peaks. It meets the first pronounced mountain group in the
White Mountains of Central New Hampshire, which it crosses from east to west. Near Rutland in
Vermont, the Trail turns south for 96 miles along the Green Mountains. In western
Massachusetts and northwestern Connecticut, the route leads south along the Berkshire and
Taconic groups, the worn-down remnant of a much loftier range. The Hudson River is crossed at
Bear Mountain Bridge. Then the Trail leads, close to the New York-New Jersey line, over a
seemingly endless series of ridges to the Kittatinny Mountains at High Point Park, New Jersey.
Here, for the first time, a narrow ridge crest indicates the route. Beyond the Delaware River, this
front range of the Alleghenies becomes the Blue Mountain. After it crosses the Susquehanna
River, the same range assumes the same of North Mountain. After 7 miles along North Mountain
in Pennsylvania, occurs the first major change of route; the Alleghenies are left and the Trail
crosses the Cumberland Valley by secondary roads to the northern base of the Blue Ridge. Here
commences the range which is followed to the southern terminus of the Trail. Through southern
Pennsylvania and Maryland, where it bears the name of South Mountain, the Blue Ridge
continues as a narrow crest line where Trail location offers few problems. Three hundred miles
south, where thee Roanoke River breaks thru the range in Virginia, the Blue Ridge forks. These
forks, sometimes 100 miles apart, form an immense oval, coming together again at Springer
Mountain in northern Georgia, some 20 miles from the southern terminus of the Trail. Lofty,
transverse ranges, enclosing beautiful elevated valleys, connect the two forks. The effect is a
massive ladder. The eastern rim is divided into segments by the rivers which cross it. The major
route problems of the Trail came here - which fork to use and how much of each fork? There was
one fixed point: the Trail must pass through the Great Smokies, the master chain of the southern
Appalachian Mountains, located midway along the western rim. The route ultimately selected
utilized the eastern rim as far as New River, then crosses the plateau between the rims to the
western fork at the Iron Mountain in Southern Virginia and continues southwest. At the southern
and of the Great Smokies a cross-range, the Nantahala Mountains, leads back to the eastern rim,
or Blue Ridge, which is followed uninterruptedly to the southern terminus of the Trail.
Now we will travel with the lantern slides the length of this 2,050-mile trail, noting its high
points.
20. CANOE DEMONSTRATION - DAICEY POND. The 1939 Appalachian Trail
Conference was held at the northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail, at York's Twin Pine
Camps at Daicey Pond at the southwest base of Katahdin. The next scenes show some of the
activities at the Conference. Particularly appropriate to any meeting in the Maine woods is a
demonstration of canoeing technique. With Katahdin in the background and the fleecy clouds
over the mountain, this demonstration by R. Aubrey Begley, of Washington, D.C., was a very
interesting feature of the Conference.
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21. SOUTHWEST FROM SENTINEL MOUNTAIN SHOWING ROUTE OF
APPALACHIAN TRAIL. We have now started down Katahdin and south over The Appalachian
Trail in Maine. Shown here is the route of our journey for several days. The ideal of The
Appalachian is a ridge crest route. Not, however, until one reaches the Kittatinny Range
in New Jersey, does the route follow a ridge in the direction which one wishes to travel. The
pattern in Maine is a disconnected series of mountains, lakes and streams. I would say that this is
a typical cross-section, except that lakes along the Trail route are more numerous than here
shown.
22. BEAVER HOUSE. Beaver and their "works" are commonly seen along the Trail in
Maine. This large beaver house is at the outlet of Hurd Pond near Lower Joe Mary Lake.
Oftentimes these industrious animals cause considerable difficulty by their dams which flood out
portions of the Trail.
23. JOE MARY MOUNTAIN. As Katahdin is the dominating feature to the north, to the
south, as we travel across Maine, appears another mountain of commanding prominence. This is
Joe Mary Mountain from Cooper Pond. It is reached by a 4.2 mile blue-blazed side trail.
24. WHITE CAP MOUNTAIN. The broken mountain country of Maine is wellillustrated by White Cap Mountain, rising some 3,707 feet. This view is from an old dam in the
tangled wilderness of the East Branch of Pleasant River.
25. BIGELOW RANGE. This slide shows the Bigelow range looking along its main axis
to the west. We see here the two major peaks, the East and West, and The Horns and Cranberry
Peak near the western end of the range. The mountain hulking large in the background is East
Kennebago, west of Stratton.
26. HORN POND FROM SOUTH HORN. Many New England mountains are noted for
their high-lying ponds. The Bigelow Range is no exception. Here is The Horns Pond as seen to
the west from the South Horn, one of the two peaks which are a duplication of the higher East
and West Peaks. Beside it are located the two Horns Pond lean-tos. Here the Appalachian Trail
turns south. Beyond, to the west, the blue-blazed Bigelow Horns Trail [sic] continues. It leads
over the unnamed peak at the far end of the pond and then over Cranberry Peak in the middle
ground, and down to Stratton, past Arnold’s Well and The Cave.
27. SUGARLOAF SUMMIT. As one travels west from the Kennebec River, on the
skyline is a long range of peaks, Bigelow, Sugarloaf, Mt. Abraham, and in the background,
Saddleback. Long has there been a controversy as to the second highest peak in Maine. This was
recently settled when a party of the U. S. Geological Survey determined that Sugarloaf’s bare
cone, 4,237 ft., was the second highest in the State. Shown here is a group of the Trail
Committee of the Berkshire Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain Club, which in September,
I950, traveled from Bigelow Village to the Presidential Range.
28. CLIMBING SADDLEBACK JUNIOR. From the Sugcrloaf-Spauldlng Range, one
descends steadily some three miles to Orbeton Stream and then climbs again to cross the
extensive Saddleback Range. Seen here in the distance is the view toward Saddleback with its
Saddleback Junior, The Horn and twin summits.
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29. FROM SADDLEBACK JUNIOR TO HORN AND SUMMIT. From Saddleback
Junior we look farther west toward the two peaks which give the name to the mountain. Near at
hand is The Horn. In the background are the twin cones of the principal summit with its firetower.
30. VIEW TOWARD OLD SPECK MOUNTAIN. West of the 40-mile section
maintained by the Bates Outing Club comes the link of 7 miles between the Andover-B Hill
Road and Grafton Notch. This is maintained by the Maine Alpine Club of Lewiston and Auburn.
It has two lean-tos and a series of waterfalls on Frye Brook. Its features are the two peaks of
Baldpate. Beyond begins the Mahoosuc Range at Grafton Notch. This is a view toward Old
Speck, whose 2,500 ft. of climb in 1.6 miles make it the steepest section of The Appalachian
Trail in Maine. Old Speck, 4,180 ft., was formerly thought to be Maine's second highest;
measurements in 1940 forced it to yield to Sugarloaf. The Mahoosucs’ 30 miles are very difficult
but most rewarding.
31. II. NEW HAMPSHIRE. Leaving Maine and coming into New Hampshire is 30 miles
along the Mahoosuc Range which, mile for mile, is probably the most difficult portion of the
entire Appalachian Trail.
The Trail through the White Mountains is either maintained by the Appalachian Mountain Club,
with headquarters at Boston, or is a Forest Service trail. Most of the routes have been long
frequented and represent the oldest units in the entire Trail system. The Appalachian Mountain
Club maintains around 270 miles of trail with a very carefully organized trail crew operating on a
budget of about $3,000 a year.
Between the White and Green Mountains, the route crosses many abandoned hill farms, a
characteristic feature of New England. Old stone walls in a forest, half a century old, are
frequently encountered.
Beyond the D.O.C. Trail of the Dartmouth College Outing System, west from the Barnard Gulf
Road, are 18 miles of Trail expressly cut by the Green Mountain Club to afford a connection
with the Trail to the east.
32. CARTER-MORIAH FROM CARTER DOME. We are now on the White Mountains.
This view is looking north along the Carter-Moriah Range from the summit of Carter Dome with
its firetower. In the far background is the Mahoosuc Range.
33. CARTER-MORIAH RANGE. Beyond Gorham, known for its winter sports, the Trail
follows the Carter-Moriah Range in the White Mountain National Forest, here shown in the
background. This is view from Mt. Adams, showing Chandler Ridge on Mt. Washington with
Carriage Road in near distance. Carter Dome, Carter Notch and Mt. Wildcat in distance.
34. EDMUNDS COL AND MOUNT ADAMS. We are now on the Presidential Range in
the White Mountains. This range, like Katahdin, is bare rock and the result of glacial action. The
range owes its name to the names of the Presidents which have been applied to various peaks.
These are Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Pierce and Clay (who almost became President) and
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a host of the Adamses. This view shows Edmunds Col, as a notch in the White Mountains is
termed. To the left is Mt. Adams. To the right is the slope of Mt. Jefferson. In the background is
the Carter Range.
35. EDMUNDS COL. This is a nearer view of Edmunds Col, the locality shown in the
preceding slide. It is taken from Mt. Jefferson, looking toward Mt. Adams. This shows the wellworn route of the Gulfside Trail, which is the route of The Appalachian Trail here. To the left the
Randolph Path branches off. Trail-building in the White Mountains dates back almost threequarters of a century.
36. MT. WASHINGTON ABOVE THE GREAT GULF. This is Mt. Washington, highest
mountain (6,288 ft.) in New England. This view is above the Great Gulf. The Presidential Range,
like Katahdin, was glaciated but the glaciers left the Presidentials at a much earlier time. This is
evidenced by the fact that the cirques, like the Great Gulf here shown, are forested--not bare like
the Basins at Katahdin. At the left of the picture is the Chandler Brook Ravine.
37. TUCKERMAN RAVINE. This is the famous “Snow Bowl" of the White Mountains,
Tuckerman Ravine, an outstanding glacial cirque. One of the outstanding ski races in New
England begins at the summit of Mt, Washington and comes over the headwall of the ravine,
here shown. There is a tremendous depth of snow in this ravine and skiing is perhaps at its best
over Memorial Day, when the rest of the country is apt to be sweltering.
38. THE NORTHEN PART OF THE PRESIDENTIAL RANGE. Looking north from
Mt. Washington. Shown, here are the summits of Mts. Jefferson and Adams. The cog railway
and carriage road are visible.
39. CAIRNS - PRESIDENTlAL RANGE. Marking the Trail above timberline in the
White Mountains is a difficult problem. Weather conditions in the White Mountains approach
the Arctic in severity. A wind velocity of 231 miles per hour was recorded on the top of Mt.
Washington. There have, even in recent years, been numerous tragedies, caused by ill-advised
climbing under adverse weather conditions. In late years the route of travel has been more
intensively marked by cairns, piles of rock conspicuously located on the skyline. This view is
toward Mt. Adams. In the background is Mt. Washington, the culminating point of the
Presidential Range.
40. THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE PRESIDENTIAL RANGE. Looking south along
the Gulfside Trail from Mt. Washington. The Lakes of the Clouds Hut is seen. Mt. Monroe, Mt.
Franklin, Mt. Pleasant and Mt. Clinton constitute the range to the south. In the background is
Crawford Notch.
41. GREENLEAF HUT ON MT. LAFAYETTE. All trampers through the White
Mountains know of the chain of eight A.M.C. Huts along The Appalachian Trail. This makes
walking in the White Mountains a very delightful experience. Here, the traveler may find
overnight accommodations and well cooked meals. The A.M.C. huts and the traditions of the hut
masters are a distinctive part of the mountains. It represents a very considerable business. Shown
here is the Greenleaf Hut with Mr. Lafayette in the background.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1951 – Compiled by David Field – Page

253

Greenleaf Hut looks down on a small lake or pond surrounded by a typical northern peat bog. It
stands on about the upper limit of the forest and looks up and across to the barren, wind-swept
summit of Mt, Lafayette, where only hardy and northern plants can grow.
42. FRANCONIA RANGE FROM MT. LINCOLN. In addition to the Presidential
Range, another part of the White Mountains is bare rock. This is the Franconia Range which is
so impressive from Franconia Notch. The view here is down the range from Mt. Lincoln.
Mt. Liberty is in the distance.
43. THE OLD MAN OF THE MOUNTAIN. An unforgettable part of the White
Mountains. The Profile which gives its name to the mountain. It is The Great Stone Face of
Hawthorne's immortal story, or the Judging Christ, in the story of the quest for that
representation by the Italian Painter, Casola, as told by Edward Roth. There is also a story about
the Great Stone Face, attributed to Daniel Webster. He said: "Men hang out signs to indicate
their profession. Thus, a watchmaker hangs out the sign of a watch, a dentist hangs out a tooth as
a sign, but up in these mountains, God hung out the sign of a man to show that he made men in
New Hampshire."
The ledges, which form the Profile, were found in 1914 to be slipping and they are now fastened
to the mountain by enormous turnbuckles.
44. HURRICANE DAMAGE. What the September, 1938, hurricane did to The
Appalachian Trail. Beneath this destruction was the Glencliff Trail on Mt. Moosilauke on The
Appalachian Trail in the western White Mountains. The devastation, particularly in the gaps,
following this hurricane, was beyond belief. The major damage was in the White Mountains and
in western Maine. It was this catastrophe which, for a year, interrupted the continuous
Appalachian Trail just after it had been initially completed in 1937. Except for the CCC activity,
the route in the White Mountains and western Maine might not have been re-opened, as
tremendous labor was required. Clearing this particular section was impossible and here the route
was relocated.
45. VERMONT. Vermont has a distinctive trail system of its own. Commencing in 1910
there was constructed 256 miles of trail from Canada to Massachusetts through the Green
Mountains of Vermont. The Appalachian Trail, coming in from the east, enters the Long Trail of
Vermont at Sherburne Pass, turns south and utilizes the Long Trail for 96 miles to the
Massachusetts Line.
46. THE LONG TRAIL LODGE. At Sherburne Pass, where The Appalachian Trail
coincides with the Green Mountain Club’s Long Trail, is located the commodious Long Trail
Lodge. This elaborate structure, erected at a cost of about $30,000, is now leased and operated as
a part of the Treadway Inn System. The Appalachian Trail passes directly through the Lodge.
Here was held the Conference's 1935 meeting.
47. IINTERIOR OF LONG TRAIL LODGE. This shows the Trail passing through the
Long Trail Lodge. Note the blaze on the door post and the artistic sign above the bird chart. Seen
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here are Green Mountain Club workers, including Mr. Domey, the well-known hiking letter
carrier and trustee of the Green Mountain Club.
48. BROMLEY MOUNTAIN. The Green Mountains of Vermont are not a continuous
mountain range but a chain of disconnected peeks. Bromley, seen here, with its fall foliage, is
typical of the Green Mountains. The northern portion of the Trail route in Vermont lies in the
Green Mountain National Forest, the second of eight National Forests encountered on the Trail
Route.
49. WILLIS ROSS CAMP - STRATTON POND. The numerous lakes of Maine and
New Hampshire are, of course, due to the Continental Glacier. As one travels south, the lakes
recede. They are less numerous along the Trail in Vermont. Seen here is the Trail route around
Stratton Pond, the largest body of water on the Long Trail in Vermont, and the Green Mountain
Club Willis Rose Lodge, named for one of the pioneers in trail building in the Green Mountains.
The entire Long Trail is unusually well equipped with open and closed shelters. On the 96 miles
used for the Appalachian Trail, there are 21 structures.
50. PINE GOBBLE. We have now reached the southern end of the Long Trail in
Vermont. Pine Gobble, the protruding knob, is just south of the State Line. Seen here is the town
of Blackinton in northern Massachusetts, from which an approach trail of 3 miles runs north to
the Long Trail. Here, in 1746 French raiders from Canada under De Vaudreuil destroyed Fort
Massachusetts, an outpost built in 1745 by the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
51. WILD LILY-OF-THE-VALLEY OR CANADA MAYFLOWER. The wild lily-ofthe-valley is common in the damp, open woods at medium elevations all the way from Maine to
North Carolina and the Smokies. It sometimes forms extensive beds. Its clusters of delicate white
flowers are followed by clusters of greenish-brownish, and finally reddish, berries.
52. MASSACHUSETTS. Massachusetts has some 80 miles of Appalachian Trail. The
route leads over Greylock, Massachusetts' highest and most outstanding peak. It then follows an
indirect course through the Berkshires, a well-known resort region of the western part of
Massachusetts. The northern part of the Trail in Massachusetts is maintained by the Mt.
Greylock Ski Club; the central portion by the Metawampe Club, an organization of the faculty of
Massachusetts State College; the southern portion is maintained by the Berkshire Chapter of the
Appalachian Mountain Club.
53. MT. GREYLOCK. Greylock, 3,505 ft. in height, is the most extensive single range in
Massachusetts. This view is east from Stony Ledge looking across a deep ravine known us "The
Hopper." Mt. Fitch is on the right; it is a part of Mt. Greylook, which the Appalachian Trail
crosses. The origin of the name of "Greylock" is a matter of some question. It has been suggested
that it was the name of an Indian chief. The word origin has some resemblance to that of
Grandfather Mountain in the Southern Appalachians.
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54. LOOKING NORTH FROM GREYLOCK. North from Greylock, toward the New
Hampshire-Massachusetts line, is a wild mountainous region. This view is to the north from
Greylock.
55. ANOTHER VIEW IN THE REGION OF MT. GRAYLOCK.
56. MT. GRAYLOCK WAR MEMORIAL. Most New England mountains have their war
memorials. This is the memorial on the summit of Greylock.
57. GOOSE POND FROM BECKET MOUNTAIN. We are now on the central portion of
the Trail in Massachusetts. This view is from Becket Mountain overlooking Goose Pond. Becket
Mountain is 2,200 feet high, and this is typical of the Berkshire highlands of western
Massachusetts. This section of Trail is maintained by the Metawampe Club.
58. LIBERTY POND. Fall foliage at Liberty Pond, beside which the Trail route runs.
59. FALL FOLIAGE. The fall foliage is the glory of the New England woods. Here is
maple, the "flame” tree, mingled with the dark spruce and hemlock. Our gorgeous display of fall
coloring is one of the most interesting of nature’s great shows. Conspicuous fall coloring is
found only in eastern North America and in eastern Asia, where the proper weather conditions
and vegetation exist.
60. JUG END FROM PROSPECT MOUNTAIN, This view is from Prospect Mountain
in Connecticut, looking northwest toward the Taconic Range, At the right is the abrupt terminus
of Jug End.
61. EAST FROM JUG END - TRAIL COMMITTEE. BERKSHIRE CHAPTER. We
have crossed the Housatonic Valley in Massachusetts and have reached the ledges on the summit
of Jug End, the abrupt northern terminus of the Taconic Range seen in the preceding slide. The
view here is to the cast. These are members of the Trail Committee of the Berkshire Chapter of
the Appalachian Mountain Club.
62. CONNECTICUT. There are 56 miles of Appalachian Trail in Connecticut. The route
is decidedly winding. When it was located there was the thought of including the outstanding
features of northwest Connecticut. The mountains here are the worn down remnants of what was
once a more lofty range. The route crosses the Housatonic River twice. There are four lean-tos,
built by the CCC, on the Trail in Connecticut. The Connecticut Trail route, originally marked by
blue paint blazes, is now designated by the standard Appalachian Trail white paint blazes.
The Trail here is maintained by the Housatonic Trail Club and was pioneered by Ned K,
Anderson, of Sherman, Connecticut.
Connecticut affords much variety.
63. THE TACONIC RANGE. In leaving Massachusetts, after crossing the Housatonic
Valley, the Trail route follows south along the outstanding Taconic Range. Its principal peaks are
Mt. Everett, a State reservation, Mt. Race, and across the line in Connecticut,
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Bear Mountain. Here is seen the Taconic Range from the valley in Connecticut. Bear Mountain
is to the left and Mt. Everett to the right.
64. BEAR MOUNTAIN AND BALD PEAK. A more distant view of Bear Mountain
and Bald Peak in northwest Connecticut. Seen here are a group of the Housatonic Trail Club
which maintains the Trail in Connecticut.
65. CATHEDRAL PINES. Just a short three miles beyond the towering laurel on
Mohawk Mountain, the Trail route leads for a mile through a grove of enormous uncut white
pines, known “The Cathedral Pines.” The white pine is one of America's noblest trees. It is most
abundant In New England and the northern states. Its timber is the most desirable of all the pines,
being soft and easy to work, as well as very durable. Very few pure stands remain in existence
today. It is very easily recognized by its soft appearing foliage and the needles, which are in
bundles of five.
A Forest Hymn
The groves were God's first temples. Ere man learned
To hew the shaft and lay the architrave
And spread the roof above them—ere he framed
The lofty vault, to gather and roll back
The sound of anthems; in the darkling woods,
Amidst the cool and silence, he knelt down,
And offered to the mightiest solemn thanks.
William Cullen Bryant
66. MOUNTAIN LAUREL. A further instance of the variety in Connecticut is the
towering mass of mountain laurel seen on the Trail on the northwest slope of Mohawk Mountain
a short distance from the Connecticut Highway which crosses the range here. This picture
furnishes an inadequate conception of the height of this veritable wall of laurel.
67. HOUSATONIC VALLEY FROM CALEB’S PEAK. From Caleb’s Peak the Trail
commands a wide view over the Housatonic which flows south through Connecticut.
68. MOUNT ALGO. We are now near the southern end of the Trail in Connecticut. This
is Mt. Algo. Note the Appalachian Trail marker on the red cedar. This condition of overgrown
fields, reverting to wilderness, is characteristic of many sections of New England. Beyond Mt.
Algo, it is only a few miles to the summit of Mt. Schaghticoke, on the crest of which is the New
York-Connecticut boundary.
69. NEW YORK. From the Connecticut-New York line on Mt. Schaghticoke, there are
55 miles of trail leading west to the Hudson River. This is a section of overgrown, low wooded
hills and abandoned fields. Over much of the section here, there are followed old roads, which
have been abandoned and reverted to wilderness.
This section is not represented in the Conference collection.
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70. BEAR MOUNTAIN BRIDGE—ANTHONY’S NOSE. Shown here is the low point
of the Appalachian Trail, where the Trail crosses the Hudson River on the Bear Mountain
Bridge. In the background is Anthony’s Nose, a name applied on Henry Hudson’s first exploring
trip up the Hudson. The Trail route climbs steeply up to the crest of Anthony’s Nose.
71. BEAR MOUNTAIN WITH PERKINS MEMORIAL TOWER. This photo of Bear
Mountain with Perkins Memorial Tower on its summit was taken from the Ramapo-Dunderberg
Trail.
72. ISLAND POND. Continuing our journey through the Bear Mountain and Harriman
Sections of the Palisades Interstate Park west of the Hudson River. This is a view from the Trail
as it passes along the shore of Island Pond in the Palisades Interstate Park.
73. NEAR THE “LEMON SQUEEZER." This is a curious rock formation through which
the Trail leads in the Palisades Interstate Park. It is known as the "Lemon Squeezer."
74. RIDGE CREST ABOVE GREENWOOD LAKE. Beyond the Palisades Interstate
Park the Trail leads close to the New York-New Jersey line through a region bearing such
intriguing names as Pochuck and Wawayanda. Shown here is the trail route along the ridge crest
above Greenwood Lake in New Jersey.
75. KITTATINNY TRAIL SCENE. Typical section of the Kittatinny Ridge illustrating
the outlooks. Note the Trail blaze. The view here is into Pennsylvania.
76. BLACK HAW. Black haw is a conspicuous feature of the woods along the Trail from
April to May. It is a rather high shrub with large clusters of white flowers, which are replaced by
blackish berries that are quite edible.
Ah, will any minstrel say
In his sweetest roundelay
What is sweeter, after all.
Than black haws in early fall?
Fruit so sweet the frost first sat
Dainty toothed and nibbled at.
77. PENNSYLVANIA. DELAWARE WATER GAP. Through Pennsylvania the Trail
route follows the crest of the seemingly level front range of the Alleghanies. There seen from the
valley which runs the length of the Atlantic States, from near Mt. Bethel, Pa., is the well-known
Delaware Water Gap. Each time a river crosses this front range of the Alleghanies, it assumes a
new name. To the right it is the Kittatinny, and to the left, after the Delaware River is crossed, it
is the Blue Mountain.
78. DISTANT VIEW OF DELAWARE WATER GAP. This is one of the well- known
resorts along the Trail. It has been frequented for over one hundred years. The mountains come
down very steeply to Delaware Water Gap. At the left is Mt. Minsi; the Trail climbs its right
slope. To the left is Mt, Tammany.
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79. NEAR VIEW OF DELAWARE WATER GAP.
80. SCRUB OAK JUNGLE. From Wind Gap to the Lehigh Gap, the Trail is maintained
by the Philadelphia Trail Club. Shown here is one of the problems which trail maintainers have
to struggle with. From the top of this air beacon tower, just east of Lehigh Gap, the seemingly
flat stretch is scrub oak jungle. Trail maintainers will tell you that scrub oak is as tough as steel
but slightly more flexible, and has the further characteristic of crowding into the open part of the
trail. In the north it is the alders and raspberry bushes which are the bane of trail workers. In the
Southern Appalachians, it is the annual growth. In Pennsylvania it is the scrub oak, and of all of
these, the scrub oak is undoubtedly the most difficult to deal with.
Scrub Oak is a small sprawling tree or shrub. It bears an abundance of small bitter acorns and
grows well on certain dry mountain tops and similar places that are generally unsuitable for other
trees.
81. BLUE MOUNTAIN RIDGES. This is that seemingly level, smooth mountain range
seen in the slide showing Delaware Water Gap from a distance. It shows the way the ridges go
winding down to Georgia.
82. THE HORSESHOE TRAIL. The longest approach trail to The Appalachian Trail is
the Horseshoe Trail, maintained by the Horseshoe Trail Club. It is a trail of some 110 miles
extending from Valley Forge, of Revolutionary War fame, to Manada Gap near the Susquehanna
River. This trail is primarily designed for horseback riding, but in sections it affords excellent
walking. It is marked by yellow paint blazes and horseshoes. Sometime, if you think you are
weary from trail work, just try carrying a packload of the horseshoes which are used for marking
this trail.
83. SUSQUEHANNA RIVER. We have now reached the Susquehanna River in southern
Pennsylvania. This railroad bridge is an unofficial part of the Trail route. This view is looking
east toward Fort Hunter. Harrisburg is about 5 miles down the river.
84, NORTH MOUNTAIN. This is North Mountain along the crest of which the
Mountain Club of Maryland maintains the Trail. This view is from the Cumberland Valley. This
is a portion of the "Great Valley" between the Alleghenies and the Blue Ridge. In Virginia, it is
known as the Shenandoah Valley. Further down it is the Valley of the Tennessee.
Here came one of the major problems in trail re-location. At some point it would be necessary, in
order to go through the Great Smokies, to leave the Allegheny Mountains and follow the Blue
Ridge. This involved crossing this wide, cultivated valley with its intensive farming. The
problem was solved by leaving North Mountain at Lambs Gap, after following it for 7 miles, and
climbing up on to the Blue Ridge at its very beginning, at its northern end near the town of
Brandtsville. From this point, a few miles west of the Susquehanna River, the Trail follows the
crest of the Blue Ridge, which for the most part is a narrow ridge trending in the direction we
wish to travel.
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85. COVERED BRIDGE. This crossing of the Cumberland Valley between the
Alleghenies and the very beginning of the Blue Ridge uses for the most part dirt roads. It is not,
however, without interest. This is the only covered bridge on the entire Appalachian Trail. It is
over Conodoguinet Creek. Much has been written on the origin and reason for covered bridges-whether New England economy, or for what reason, is too long a story to discuss here in detail.
86. CENTER POINT KNOB. This is the mid-point on The Appalachian Trail. It is
Center Point Knob near the northern end of the Blue Ridge in the vicinity of Brandtsville, Penna.
The marker here was erected by the Mountain Club of Maryland, with its headquarters at
Baltimore.
87. DARK HOLLOW FROM CENTER POINT KNOB, Another view from Center Point
Knob to show the character of the midpoint of the. Trail. Dark Hollow is traditional with trailmaintaining groups, as a sure rain-producing formula. Schedule a work trip for Dark Hollow and
rain is inevitable.
88. MARYLAND. Maryland's 38 miles of ridge crest Trail along the summit of South
Mountain make for very delightful travel. There are five lean-tos along the route in Maryland.
The ridge nowhere exceeds 2,200 feet in height and on each side there are beautiful cultivated
valleys. This section of Trail is maintained by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club of
Washington.
89. WASHINGTON MONUMENT. This is a restoration by the CCC of the first.
monument built to George Washington. It is on the crest of South Mountain and was originally
constructed in 1819. It looks west over the valley beyond Hagerstown, Maryland. The
Appalachian Trail passes the base of this structure.
90. VIRGINIA. Virginia has the longest section of Appalachian Trail--approximately 500
miles. It divides itself into several major divisions. In the north, for 46 miles south from the
Potomac River, is a section of privately-owned land, where the Trail is maintained by the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club. Next comes the Shenandoah National Park, with 96 miles of
through trail, with a very complete side trail system. This, in itself, would be a full subject for an
evening's talk. Below the Shenandoah National Park is the superb Pedlar District of the George
Washington National Forest. This ends at the James River. Next is the Glenwood District of the
Jefferson National Forest. Beyond is an area of about 200 miles of privately-owned land on the
crest of the Virginia Blue Ridge. Here the Trail, for the most part, follows old roads paralleling
the Blue Ridge Parkway. At Fishers Peak, it touches the North Carolina line, then turns back
crossing to the west rim of the range at New River. Beyond, it leads for 66 miles through the
Wythe and Holston Divisions of the Jefferson National Forest, ever increasing in height until it
reaches the Virginia-Tennessee line at Damascus.
91. HARPERS FERRY. Historic Harpers Ferry. Here is where the Shenandoah and
Potomac Rivers meet and break through the Blue Ridge. It was the scene of John Brown's raid.
Harpers Ferry was captured and recaptured in the Civil War times without number. To the right
is Chimney Rock which the Trail climbs as it pursues its route south through Virginia. There is a
curious offset in the Trail here. South Mountain comes down to the River at Weverton, three
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miles to the east of Harpers Ferry. This is not indicated on this slide. The Trail than follows the
towpath of the abandoned Chesapeake and Ohio Canal three miles west to Harpers Ferry.
92. THE FERRY AT HARPERS FERRY. The bridge over the Susquehanna River,
which The Appalachian Trail formerly used, was washed out by a flood in 1936. The present
route is by this shallow-bottomed ferry. It is a most unusual part of The Appalachian trail in that
it is movable but the Trail insignia and blaze on the ferryboat proclaim it a part of the through
route.
93. BETWEEN SWIFT RUN AND ROCKFISH GAPS. The Shenandoah National Park
is divided into three sections. This view is to the east on the lower section between Swift Run
and Rockfish Gaps.
9.
93a. TYPICAL PARK SERVICE TRAIL. The Trail through the Shenandoah
National Park is graded Park Service trail. It was constructed after the acquisition of the area by
the State of Virginia. It replaces a section of The Appalachian Trail, originally opened by the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, which was difficult of maintenance and access. Shown here is
a typical trail scene In the Shenandoah National Park.
93b. THE GHOST FOREST. This forest, seemingly of telephone poles, is intentionally
preserved by the National Park Service, near Big Meadows, in the center of the Shenandoah
National Park. This was once a magnificent chestnut growth. It is kept as a memorial to a species
of tree which is vanishing. The chestnut was originally a species of considerable economic
importance, particularly to the mountaineers. Chestnuts were the mountaineer’s currency. The
chestnut is now a doomed species. The chestnut blight escaped from Central Park in New York
City in 1905. It has worked south through the Southern Appalachians, destroying all chestnuts. It
is a fungus disease and there is no means of checking it. It is interesting to note the efforts of the
species to perpetuate itself. The shrubs bear nuts at a much earlier age. Along the Trail in
Pennsylvania, we have passed plantations of chestnut species brought in from Asia. Those are
blight resistant but not blight immune. Not until we reach the far southern end of the Trail do we
find chestnut unimpaired by the blight.
93c. CLIMBING BITTERSWEET. A close-up of climbing bittersweet, which is often found on
fences and bushes along roadsides. Its flowers are small and greenish and not ornamental, but in
the fall it struts its gorgeous clusters of red and yellow fruits.
The value of bittersweet as a Christmas decoration has caused its use to an alarming degree in
some sections. Its cultivation could well be promoted.
The slides of this and other flowers were donated to the Conference collection by Mr. Percy l.
Ricker, President of the Wild Flower Preservation Society and one-time Vice-President of the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.
93d. WAKE ROBIN TRILLIUM (Trillium grandiflorum). Abundant flower growth is
characteristic of the Trail in northern Virginia. In April bloodroot are so numerous that it would
seem that no other living thing could find room on the forest floor. Then in May come the
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trillium. This is indeed a magnificent flower show. The Potomac Appalachian Trail Club
schedules each year a trillium trip between Ashby and Manassas Gaps during the time that the
trillium are on display.
Ants have been observed to carry away the trillium seeds.
93e. GOLDEN RAGWORT (Senecio surens). We will now see some of the flowers of
the Shenandoah National Park. Golden ragwort in May abounds on the open summits and fields
formerly cleared for grazing. Shown here is a part of the extensive Big Meadows in Shenandoah
National Park. Indian relics found here indicate that it was formerly an Indian camping ground.
It was the scene of the dedication of the Park in July, 1936.
93f. CLOSED GENTIANS (Gentiana andrewsii). Closed gentians border the Trail in
September in both dry and moist places. These are growing in Shenandoah National Park.
93g. PURPLE VIRGINS BOWER, This is from the Shenandoah National Park.
93h. THISTLE. Thistles are one of the most conspicuous flowers of the fields in August,
These are taken on the side trail to the P.A.T.C. Rock Springs Shelter in the Shenandoah
National Park.
93i. ELDERBERRY (Sambucus canadensis). This is a high shrub, often cultivated for its
great flat-topped clusters of white flowers and dark purplish or black berries, the source of
elderberry pies, jellies, jams and wine.
The red-berried elder, with rounded, not flat-topped clusters, is often found in the mountains. Its
berries are not so sweet.
94. GEORGE WASHINGTON NATIONAL FOREST. Northern George Washington
National Forest. There is presently (1946) a gap in Virginia in the existing Appalachian Trail,
where the route is being relocated in the George Washington National Forest. This is occasioned
by the construction of the Blue Ridge Parkway. The new route will lie far to the east and will
traverse a series of 4,000-foot peaks. The Blue Ridge Parkway follows the old Appalachian Trail
route along the water divide, a lower route. All of this land is within the George Washington
National Forest. It is wild, rugged and splendidly forested. This is a typical view of the northern
portion of the Forest. The high peak in the background is probably Bald Mountain.
95. FLINT MOUNTAIN IN AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA. This is a typical peak in
the northern George Washington National Forest. The country here is wilder, loftier, and more
rugged than northern Virginia; it becomes increasingly so.
96. BLUFF MOUNTAIN. Bluff Mountain, which is not far distant north of the James
River, has a forest lookout tower on its summit.
97. BIG AND LITTLE PRIEST. The new trail route leads over a group of peaks, called
the "Religious Range". Here are the Cardinal, the Friar, and the Priest. This slide shows the Big
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and Little Priest from the Piedmont Valley far out to the east. The Big Priest is at the side of the
picture.
98. APPALACHIAN TRAIL CROSSING OF THE JAMES RIVER. This is where the
James River breaks through the Blue Ridge. The trail route utilizes the highway bridge here in
crossing the James.
99. SHARP TOP. Among Virginia’s most famous peaks are the Peaks of Otter. Shown
here is Sharp Top; it is not on the new relocated trail. Sharp Top is reached by a side route from
the Appalachian Trail.
100. SOUTHERN VIRGINIA. Where the Roanoke River breaks through the Blue Ridge,
the range is very much depressed. From its northern beginning in Southern Pennsylvania, this far
south it has been a narrow crest line. South of the Roanoke River, where it rises again, instead of
a single ridge, it is a gigantic oval. The eastern fork is known as the Blue Ridge. The western
ridge, as was the case in Pennsylvania, has a different name each time a river breaks through it.
The Great Smokies, for example, are a segment of this western range. These two ranges come
together at Springer Mountain, twenty miles north of the southern terminus of the Trail in
Georgia. The east and west ranges are connected by cross ranges enclosing elevated valleys. The
whole effect is a massive ladder. Actually, one might travel either the eastern rim or the western
rim to the southern terminus of the Trail.
South of Roanoke the mountain structure is peculiar indeed. The elevation is above 3,000 feet,
but it is a broad plateau. Not until one is out on the eastern edge, which the Trail follows closely,
and looks down to the Piedmont Valley 1,000 feet below, does he appreciate that he is indeed on
the edge of a mountain.
101. CAHAS KNOB FROM SMITH MOUNTAIN. Here is Smith Mountain, which the
Trail climbs after crossing the Roanoke Valley. To the north is Cahas Knob whose dominating
peak forms a landmark for several days' travel.
102. DAN RIVER CANYON. Farther south in this Southern Virginia plateau country
occurs a most unusual feature. This is a miniature Grand Canyon. Here the Dan River, in the
short space of 5 miles, has cut a chasm 1,000 feet deep. From the base of this gorge and encircled
on three sides by the Dan River, rises a cone known "The Pinnacles”. This is a view looking over
the Pinnacle toward the east side of the rim. The first plateau structure here with the patches of
farming land is very evident.
103. PINNACLES OF THE DAN. For three miles the crossing of the Dan River Gorge is
undoubtedly the most difficult portion of the entire trail. From the edge of the plateau seen in the
previous picture, the trail route plunges down 1,000 feet in a mile. It than climbs another 1,000
feet steeply up over the summit of The Pinnacles shown here. Beyond the gap at the right side of
the picture, it climbs to the west wall of the rim.
104. TENNESSEE - NORTH CAROLINA. From Damascus on the Tennessee line, the
Trail follows Holston Mountain south for two days’ travel to its abrupt southern termination,
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then leads across the valley to the State line, coming onto the crest at Big Unaka Mountain. This
crossing of the valley leads through picturesque southern farming communities.
105. BEAUTY SPOT, BIG UNAKA MOUNTAIN. After crossing the valley in northern
east Tennessee, the Trail comes on to the ridge crest - the State Line - at Big Unaka Mountain. It
then follows the boundary between Tennessee and North Carolina. This view is from The Beauty
Spot, the bald portion of Big Unaka Mountain. The Islands above the sea of clouds show the
high points of many days' travel to the south.
106. BIG BALD. Big Bald Is 5,230 feet in elevation. It is one of the outstanding southern
Appalachian Balds. Its slopes are here shown. These cleared southern Balds are comparable for
magnificence of unobstructed view to the glaciated, bare summits of the North. There is no
satisfactory explanation of the reason for those Balds. It is not a matter of timberline. As the next
slide will show, there are peaks, which are wooded, which are higher than the Balds. Perhaps as
good an explanation as any is that repeated by Paul Fink from a Cherokee legend. The Cherokee
said: "The Great Spirit cleared the tops of these mountains so that the Cherokees would have a
place from which to watch for their enemies."
107. NORTH TOWARD LITTLE BALD FROM BIG BALD. This view illustrates the
culminating points of the ridge to the north, over which we have traveled, In this backward view
Little Bald, Flattop, Big Unaka, and at the far right, the outstanding peak of The Roan.
108. COLD SPRING MOUNTAIN (BIG BUTT). From Big Bald to Cold Spring
Mountain the Trail route along the North Carolina-Tennessee Divide is circuitous indeed. It
forms an enormous "V". This view is Iron the northward projection. Cold Spring Mountain is on
the west side of the “V". On the Skyline is Big Bald, which was seen in the preceding slide.
In the faint background is the Black Range of North Carolina of which Mt, Mitchell is the
highest peak.
109. CAMP CREEK BALD. This view is token from the Forest Service firetower on
Camp Creek Bald. In the middle ground is Jones Meadow, shown in the preceding slide. In the
background is Cold Spring Mountain, where the Trail route and the State line cease their
northward projection into Tennessee.
110. BLUFF MOUNTAIN. Between the French Broad and the Little Tennessee Rivers is
a magnificent 30-mile section of Trail, constructed by the Forest Service. It affords a remarkable
approach to the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Its culminating peaks are Tennessee
Bluff and Snowbird Mountain. The former, shown here, towers above Hot Springs and the
French Broad, reaching an elevation of 4,640 feet. Both Bluff Mountain and Tennessee Bluff, an
outlying peak, are visible here.
111. VIEW EAST AND NORTH FROM BLUFF MOUNTAIN. From a conspicuous
open spot, which the Trail passes near the summit of Bluff Mountain, there is an extraordinary
view back east over Hot Springs and the French Broad River. This sea of ranges, with the mist
mounting between, covers many days’ travel.
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112. PURPLE RHODODENDRON (RHODODENDRON CATAWBIENSE). A closeup of purple rhododendron. The magnificence of the floral display in the Southern Appalachians
is beyond the belief of the uninitiated. The laurel, rhododendron, and flame azalea make a
magnificent display. Someone has said that all trails in the Southern Appalachians in May and
June are paved trails, but paved with flowers,
113. PALE RHODODENDRON (RHODODENDRON MAXIMUM), Contrasting with
the brilliance of the purple rhododendron is the pale rhododendron. It is common in damp,
shaded places, often in hemlock woods, along the Trail from New York to North Carolina and
Tennessee.
114. ROAN MOUNTAIN. The Roan, 6,313 feet, is one of the outstanding southern
Appalachian peaks but not on the Appalachian Trail. It is famous for its rhododendron display. It
is a "Bald", with portions covered with spruce and fir. The origin of the name is uncertain. It has
been suggested that it is due to the color of the rhododendron. Also, it is said that it is a family
name.
115. LAUREL ON STANDING INDIAN. The laurel in the Southern Appalachians, too,
assumes majestic proportions. This clump is on Standing Indian Mountain in southern North
Carolina.
116. LAUREL AND AZALEA. And now we have here all of the flowers which make for
this magnificent display - flame and yellow azalea, rhododendron, and laurel. This truly indicates
why trail travel in the Southern Appalachians is often described as a walk through a magnificent
garden.
117. THE GREAT SMOKIES. We return now to The Appalachian Trail and enter its
wildest and most rugged portion. This is the section of the western rim between the Big Pigeon
and the Little Tennessee Rivers. It is the master chain of the Southern Appalachians. It begins
with White Rock or Sharp Top, rising some 4,000 feet above the Big Pigeon River.
There is an interesting contrast in the Smokv Mountains National Park. The eastern half is
graded Park Service trail. It is a land of spruce and fir with laurel and rhododendron, even on the
highest peaks. It is a narrow ridge crest. One might think that he was back in the north woods,
except that the spruce and fir reach a dimension far in excess of that of Maine or New England.
Beyond Newfound Gap, where a road crosses the range and divides the Park in two, the terrain
changes. In a few miles the spruce and fir disappear. It is interesting to watch for the last conifer.
The ridge crest broadens. The forest covering here is a magnificent hardwood growth. There
were also here the famous southern Appalachian balds. The Trail in this section is marked by
paint-blazes with an unworked footway.
A chain of eight lean-tos, built by the National Park Service along The Appalachian Trail,
provides protection against the torrential rains here experienced.
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One might talk endlessly of this magnificent section of the Southern Appalachians. The endless
sea of ridges, the magnificence of its trees - of which there are more species than in all Europe.
However, we must be on our way.
118. EASTERN RIM FROM CHARLIE’S BUNION. This slide shows some 20 miles of
the ridge crest in the eastern Great Smokies. In the extreme background is Mt. Guyot. To the
right is Mt. Chapman.
Mt. Guyot is the third highest Mountain east of the Mississippi River. It commemorates the
extraordinary explorations in the southern Appalachians of Arnold Guyot. Much of the
nomenclature of the Great Smokies originated with his explorations prior to 1860. The mountain
system of the Southern Appalachians was exhaustively studied by Guyot. His report, which
makes quite clear the structure of this bewildering mountain system, was a manuscript buried for
three-quarters of a century in the files of the Coast and Geodetic Survey. It was recently printed
in the North Carolina Historical Review with the Guyot map. Reprints of this article, issued by
the Appalachian Trail Conference, should be the Bible of those who wish to become familiar
with the bewildering topography of the Southern Appalachians.
[There is no 119 in this lecture list.]
120. CHARLIE’S BUNION. Charlie’s Bunion is a freak formation in the Great Smokies,
about 4 miles east of Newfound Gap, the center point of the Park. Here, while the remainder of
the ridge is densely covered by spruce and fir, is a denuded portion. It is said to have been caused
by a heavy cloudburst after a forest fire. At any rate, the cliffs facing to the north have been
completely washed free from vegetation.
121. CHARLIE'S BUNION LOOKING WEST. Another view of the rock formation of
Charlie's Bunion. This view is to the west toward Myrtle Point on Mt. Le Conte.
122. ALUM CAVE BLUFF. On the side of Mt. Le Conte is a tremendous overhanging
cliff, known as Alum Cave. The name comes from certain minerals which were mined here.
Prior to the Civil War, there was a rough trail in the area and the ore was taken out by muleback.
This cave is on one of the numerous trails which ascend Mt. Le Conte. It leaves the highway
which crosses the ridge at Newfound Gap. The trail itself through rhododendron and laurel is
very spectacular. At one portion on top of a narrow ledge there is an opening in the rock
formation.
Le Conte is on a side trail readily reached from The Appalachian trail, and two days devoted to
the area are very much worthwhile.
123. TRAIL NEAR MT. KEPHART. This is a section of trail in the eastern Great
Smokies, near Mt. Kephart. In the background under the clouds is Clingman’s Dome, the highest
point of the Appalachian trail. Mt. Collins is to the right.
124. SMOKY MOUNTAINS TRAIL. The Trail in the eastern Great Smokies. This is 1.7
miles east of Newfound Gap where the one highway, which divides the Great Smokies into two
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parts, crosses the range. Note the heavy chestnut board sign with burned-in letters. Bear have
destroyed other types of painted signs in the Great Smokies, necessitating resort to this heavy
plank type.
125. MT. LE CONTE. Mt. Le Conte is the fourth highest peak east of the Mississippi. It
is said that from its base to its summit, it is the highest mountain in the East, this view is from the
trail known as “The Boulevard”, connecting Mt. Le Conte with the State Line and the
Appalachian Trail near Mt. Kephart.
There is a lodge on top of Mt. Le Conte, where excellent accommodations are obtained. There
are numerous trails on this mountain. Particularly interesting is the Alum Cave Trail passing
under that huge bluff.
The name of the mountain was applied by Arnold Guyot because of the assistance rendered to
him by Professor Le Conte, then of South Carolina, in connection with Guyot’s barometrical
measurement of the Southern Appalachians. Incidentally, these measurements were Guyot’s
major interest in his explorations. The accuracy of his barometrical observations is incredible.
His elevations for the highest peaks in the Smokies vary from the present day elevations by only
from 15 to 28 feet.
126. INDIAN GAP. We have crossed Newfound Gap and are entering the Western
Smokies, where the ridge crest is broader and the hardwoods come in. This is a clearing known
as Indian Gap. In the background is the Balsam Range. The story of the removal, in the
administration of Andrew Jackson, by General Winfield Scott, of the Cherokees to Oklahoma, is
well known.
Less known is the fact that a band of these Indians, who escaped, now make their home in the
Qualla Reservation in the Great Smokies. During the Civil War, their Chief, Col. Thomas, built a
road across the Great Smokies to employ the energies of these Indians. The old road is plainly
discernible here at Indian Gap. The reason for this cleared slope is unknown. Perhaps it was an
old campground in the road construction days, where the rich sod cover prevented the growth of
trees.
127. CLINGMAN’S DOME FROM LE CONTE. This view is of the highest point on the
entire Appalachian Trail. In the background is Clingmans Dome, whose 6,641 feet is the highest
elevation on the Trail route. The view here is from Mt. Le Conte, which is the third highest peak
in the Great Smokies. This slide also illustrates the characteristic knife-edge ridges of the Great
Smokies.
128. CLINGMAN’S DOME FROM SILERS BALD. In the background is Clingmans
Dome, the highest point on The Appalachian Trail. Its elevation is 6,641 feet. This view is from
the east side of the bald on Silers Bald. The view is along the ridge crest between Clingmans
Dome and Silers Bald. The patch in the middle ground is about where the last conifer is found as
one travels west along the Trail. On the other aide of Silers Bald is one of the chain of lean-tos
found in the Great Smokies.
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129. SPENCE FIELD FROM THUNDERHEAD. This view is from Thunderhead.
Thunderhead is one of the outstanding mountains of the Southern Appalachians. It has an
extensive bald with three peaks. Seen in the middle ground is the well-known Spence Field. Here
is located one of the chain of lean-tos in the Great Smokies.
130. CADES COVE FROM THOUNDERHEAD. Another view from Thunderhead, one
of the outstanding Southern Appalachian Balds. This is looking toward the valley of Cades Cove
which lies north of the main ridge.
131. LOOKING OVER CADES COVE FROM THUNDERHEAD. This view is from
Rocky Top, one of the three peaks of Thunderhead. It illustrates the magnificent views of the
Southern Appalachians. The view is north over Cades Cove. In the background are Rich and
Chilhowie Mountains in Tennessee.
132. LITTLE BALD. This is Little Bald. It is sparsely wooded and thereby something of
a contrast to the true balds in this section of the Great Smokies. It lies between Spence Field and
Russell Field, well-known landmarks in this area. The view is to the south. To the left of the
large tree is Cheoah Bald, which has been termed the grandstand of the Southern Appalachians.
It is on the Appalachian Trail route.
133. NORTHEAST FROM GREGORY BALD. This view is northeast from Gregory
Bald in October. The view is over Cades Cove, a flat valley between ranges of the Southern
Appalachians. In the background are Rich Mountain and Chilhowie Mountain.
134. WESSER BALD FIRETOWER. At the north end of the Nantahala Range, Wesser
Bald, 4,800 feet in elevation, stands guard. This is reached after a steep climb from Wesser
Creek. The fire tower here is a typical Forest Service Station. The watchmen live in the cabin
during the fire season.
135. NANTAHALA RANGE, ROCKY BALD FROM WESSER BALD, This is a
portion of the Nantahala Range, which illustrates why it makes for such delightful trail travel - a
land of 5,000-foot peaks and 4,000-foot gaps. Shown here is one of the summits along the ridge Rocky Bald as seen from the firetower on Wesser Bald.
136. WAYAH BALD TOWER. This is a memorial tower, used as a fire lookout. It was
dedicated to John Byrn, formerly Supervisor of the Nantahala National Forest. This is the
summit of Wayah Bald. The view here truly deserves the hackneyed term "Breathtaking”.
Perhaps from no other peak is there visible such an extensive succession of mountain ranges in
every direction.
137. SOUTH FROM APPALACHIAN TRAIL ON WINE SPRING BALD. The extent
of view from Wayah Bald is illustrated by this slide, taken from the adjacent peak of Wine
Spring Bald. On the horizon is the extraordinary peak of Standing Indian, a towering bald. To the
left is the curving ridge crest which the Trail traverses. This is truly a magnificent region.
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138. WAYAH CAMP - LOOKING SOUTH. This view is typical of the immensity of the
Southern Appalachians. Truly, in no other locality in the East, does one gaze over a more
unlimited expanse of mountain ranges than from here.
139. SOUTHERN APPALACHIAN TRAIL. And when these shrubs grow close to the
Trail, as shown in this slide, our path is often a tunnel through a veritable wall of flowers. This
particular locality is along The Appalachian Trail at Betty’s Creek Gap in the Nantahala National
Forest.
140. GEORGIA. The Trail in Georgia is, with the exception of 20 miles at the southern
end, within the Chattahoochee National Forest. Northern Georgia, contrary to popular
impression, is an extraordinarily wild terrain. The section of trail is maintained by the Georgia
Appalachian Trail Club with headquarters at Atlanta.
141. BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAINS. This is typical of the Blue Ridge Mountains along
The Appalachian Trail, close to the Georgia-North Carolina line.
142. TRAIL ON SNAKE MOUNTAIN. This typical view of the Trail is in northern
Georgia. This section is on Snake mountain, descending toward the highway across Dicks Creek
Gap,
143. BLOOD MOUNTAIN FROM SLAUGHTER. This is the summit of Blood
Mountain as seen across the Gap from Slaughter Mountain. Loveland Mountain is in the middle
ground.
144. SLAUGHTER MOUNTAIN FROM LAKE WINFIELD SCOTT. This is Slaughter
Mountain as viewed from Lake Winfield Scott. Slaughter Mountain is on The Appalachian Trail.
It and Blood Mountain are said to commemorate a bloody Indian battle; hence the names of these
peaks.
145. MT. OGLETHORPE. We are now at the southern end of the Blue Ridge. This is Mt.
Oglethorpe, as seen from the observation tower on the top of Sassafras Mountain. Mt.
Oglethorpe is, in itself, perhaps not a mountain of outstanding impressiveness. Its distinctiveness
lies, however, in the fact that it is the southern end of The Appalachian chain.
I46. MEMORIAL TOWER ON MT. OGLETHORPE. This conspicuous white tower on
the summit of Mt. Oglethorpe is a memorial to the founder of the colony of Georgia. It is the
southern "zero milestone" of The Appalachian Trail. It is where our journey ends or, as our
brothers in Georgia say, begins. Beyond this towering white shaft is the wide coastal plain.
147. LAND OF COTTON, FROM MT. OGLETHORPE. Our 2,050-mile journey has
ended. The dim outline in the background is Mt. Oglethorpe and the end of the Appalachian
Mountains. We are in the fields of cotton.
148. THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL SOUTH OF THE PRIEST. So we have traveled
along The Appalachian Trail from Maine to Georgia.
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149. SUNSET, DAICEY POND. Our 2,050-mile journey has ended. As we leave the
Trail route, perhaps our memory goes back to those initial days of Trail travel, the sunsets over
the Maine lakes, and thus we leave The Appalachian Trail with that memory of the massive bulk
of Katahdin, the illimitable monarch of the wilderness over which it stands guard, and the setting
sun in the fastnesses of the Maine wilderness.
150. SUNSET OVER DOUBLETOP.
From Mt. Katahdin's summit high to slopes of southern pine
The long brown path is winding its way near timberline.
O'er wild and stony uplands it leads us sure and true.
With only winds of heaven between us and the blue.
Oh, some may yearn for the salty sea, and some for speed may long,
But I'll adventure in Arcady, where the long brown path leads on.
Oh, let my feet forever seek, while strength is firm and hale,
The uplands high against the sky, on Our Appalachian Trail.
—Potomac Appalachian Trail Club Song
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